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The August 1990 Work Session 
Photographs by Bill lock, Art Nichols, 

George Swain, and Spencer Wilson 

A8OV£: laying tm<k oufnJ()nit.0, Four «JHJrtJtc "''"'" wrre ..,v,kutg nr l)llce.. O,re J:roup jo,'ncd lM rails; 
4/lttther g,wp lp~d th4: frrst stattdard-ga1,gc rail,· I.ht third group, sho•wn in the forq:T(Xlnd, gcmgtd Olfd 
spik<d the 01.lttr standard•J.:041~ roi(, and tht fottnh group. in the. bocl<ground, gau>:«f and spikt'd tlw­
,,om,.,..._g,wge roil 

U£LOW: "l~rh sN assura>Kt' of safer, harnases, tM crtw oxmdtd lht' roof of tllt' car ln.rp«tor-'s hom< 
111 Cumbn.-s for lite fu-sr titn~ and complett'd repair 0.11d installatfOII of th< shNJhing, n:mO'l'OI of UI~ old 
roofing material, and irutalloti-On of ttntpora,Y roof CO\'fflJSg on lite .somf,-facing po.rrio.,1 of thl: roof. 
AlthougJ.i it l'l'(U "°' OS badly detfflOrOtt'd as IN .somll /au., tN JIOftlrfodng roof k'tJS na, t'O'tYlld with MM' 
marfrnJI and this nrcds to bt done nar year. Permant111 roof co,,ering on bolh 'M'i/1 M n«dOO. •-Bob 
Gr<nmd. 

From the Editor 

This Wt 1990 rSSue of the Dispatch Is an 
expanded one because there are many 
$f()j'JK 10 tell and o&.ch OM Is impc,tam. 

A RaiJroad Commission feport appeared In 
the June is.sue, but since then the 
Commission has met several times. I asked 
Leo Schmitz to bring us up to date, and he 
wllli ngty accepted, and met, the challenge ot 
re9Qrting on many acttvities within lfmited 
o.pace. 
For four days In Avgusi It wa. my prMlege 
to walk and d,l..,. over most ot the C&TS 10 
,ecotd Wllh ca.meta, pe<1dl. and notobook 
th• WOik ol the volunteors. I watked lM 
Ch.am& yard !tom the bridge ove, lhe Ao 
Chama to the •nd of ttack. And I d10~ to 
Antonlto Md Sb'# the duaJ.gaug• track «ew 
swinging theif spike m1ols as it General 
Wll!ltlm Palmer was urgfng them on. 
f 1pp,eciated Mede Sm.th's comme-nt at the 
Sunday 11'\0rning seminar that wherever he 
went on the property a volunteer was ®$1 
byWOtking on a project. I spent several hour$ 
on SUnctay efl♦moon talking ¥nth 
Marie-about hia Ob$etvatiotls of the 
enthu$i&SO'l, &ehlevements. and ma.tuflty of 
out organizatiotl. In the ntxt IS$ut of tho 
Dispatch~ theft will be mou~ about Mark's. 
visit to the c& TS, his Saturday and Sunday 
pretentations to the Friends., and hOW our 
worlc fits into the national railroad 
preservation mcwement. 

I •lso want 10 acknowledge the eontrlb4.111ons 
of frs.nds who were In Chama but a,e not 
shown in the following pa.gts: Gerald Blea, 
Duane Koppes. 8. J . Samora., Leo Schmitz, 
and Joe Vigil. 
The series of articles ob&eMfl9 the ~ent~tt, 
annive,,a,y of the C&TS conclvde, with the 
contribution ot Teuy Ross, wtio hand catrl.O 
New MeMlco's eheck for Its share ot the 
purchase price to tile Oonve-r a:ndAio Grande 
Western ottlCe In Osnve1. I thank Te,ry fof 
retaillng the .cJvet1tul't, 

Bitl lock In the 'f'nndy Point reneie1s on the 
tign..rfleance of the August work and 
highlights how the Railroad CommiS$iOn. 
Kyle Raltways,. and the Frie-ncu are working 
togetla( toward common goals. 

And finally. I am very pleased that a oew 
feature, u11ecs to tbt Edends. begins in 1his 
lnue. And now, se<id in th4»e 1ettersl 

• AttNlc~s 
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The C& TS Dispatch is published by lhe Friends Of the 
Cumb<es & Toltec Scenic Railroad, Inc., P.O. Box 222. 
Chama, New Mexico 87520. TheFriendsoltheCumbres 
& Toltec Scenic Railroad, Inc., is a New Mexico nonprofit 
corporation. 
THE FRIENDS is dedicated to the preservation and 
interpretation ol the Cumbres & Tollec Scenic RaUroad, 
a 64-mile-long operating raRroad and museum of railroad 
history and technology between Antonito, Colorado, and 
Chama, New Mexico. The rairoad is owned by Colorado 
and New Mexico and operated by Kyle Railways, Inc. 
Volunteers from the Friends have been especially active 
in restoring and preserving equipment and buildings on 
the line. 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP in the Friends is $15.00 per year. 
Ali contributions are fully tax deductible and wQI be 
gratefully accepted. Please write to us in Chama for 
Information about the Friends. The Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad is both a National and a State Registered 
Historic Site. 

CUl\'IBRES & TOLTEC SCEN1C RAILROAD 

COLORADO 

N 

t NEW MEXICO 
Denver & Rio Grande Railway - 1880 to 1921 

Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad• 1921 to 1970 
Cumbres & T oltec Scenic Railroad - 1970 to Present 

(c} 1990 Friends, of thti Cumbret & Tonec Sc•nic Railroad, Inc. 

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

The Windy Point 
lnju.stslighlly more than two years, the Frieodsortbe Cumbres 
& Toller Scenit Railrood has become one of 1he nation's 
premier restoration groups. I thank each of you for 1hc part you 
have played in making this poo,;ible. One-hundred and two 
volunteers from scvcatccnstatcs parLicipatcd in tbcAugu~t 1990 
work session. Not only is that a record for our orga.nization, but 
i1 is an auspicious record for any restoration organization. 1n 
fact, not counting preparatory and Lravcl Lime, over 3,000 work 
hours were contributed by our volunteers to the railroad in just 
one -weekend. The overall impact on the railroad property was 
awesome. 

This issue of the C&TS Dispatch describes all our activities that 
took place in August. As you read about and reflect UJ)()n the 
impacl they have for the preservation of this histodc property, 
do not overlook the scope of this volunteer work in terms of the 
number or vofuotccrs and the fact 1ha1 these volunteers worked 
lircrally ail ac.ross the sixty-four miles of the railroad, from 
Antonito to Chama and everywhere in between. In addition, all 
of us who were able lo be pccscnl were very motjvatcd by the 
terrific talk and seminar presenLed by Mark Smith~ editor and 
publisher of Locomotive&: Railway Prcser.·a1ion magazine. 

The other aspect of this work that was much more significant 
this year than in previous years was the financial contribution 
that the t·riends made 1othc restoration of the property. Your 
contribu1ions to our work enabled us to spend more than $10,000 
in 1hc purcha1oe of restoration and preservation materials and 
supplies. We also continued our purchase of reasonable 
amounts of cquipmcnl 10 en.sure the producijvity and safety of 
our workers. The Railroad Contm.i.ssion and the operator of the 
railroad, Kyle Railwa>~, kindly provided us wiLh an addirional 
boxcar in which to store some or this equipment and the 
materials and supplies thaL are on hand for fulurc work. The 
mos1 imp0rtant single financial con1ribution was the purchase 
of200 new standard-gauge tics, purchased for the laying of the 
dual-gauge track in Antonito, at a cost or over $3,(0). I also 
want lo assure you that the Railroad Commission and Kyle 
Railways arc making significant Cina.ncial conLribuLions to Lhc 
purchase of materials for our restoration or the property. In 
fact. I continue to believe that the three t;nlilics are working 
rogether very harmoniously and extremely successfully ror the 
preservation and in1erpretation of the railroad. 

Herc is an illustration of how we11 this pannership is working 
among the three entities. One of the highlights of our volunteer 
session this year was in Lhe area of interprc1ing the propeny IO 
the public. A video tape p0rtraying the railroad from eac:h end 
was installed in the Chama and Antonito stations for the benefi t 
of passengers and fuiure patrons or the railroad. The 
FricmLs-1hrough our outslanding and 1alen1ed video 

Cont/n,,ed on Nm Pas-t 
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V ID E O R EVIEW 

CUMBRES! 
Railway Productions, 72878 Ori.noco 
Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana 46227. 
Color, sound, 00 minutes, VHS/Bela. 
$39.95. 
On September 6, 1970, the Cumbres & 
Tohee Scenic Railroad operated its first 
Lrain thal reopened Lhe ex-D&RGW line 
between Anmnito, Colorado, and 
Chama, New Mexico. The video 
Curnbres shows us this and mu~ much 
more. It is the most complete tape thal 
I have seen on the C&TS. 
Railway Productions bas made a fine 
documen1ary-s1yle video while still 
deliv,:ring plenty of narrow-gauge Uavor. 
The current day Celt< TS sits on the border 
of Colorado and New Mexico and is a 
wes1ern monumen1 where people can 
experience and touch living history. The 
producers use both still photos and old 
mO\ie footage to depict the former 
D&RGW operations from Lhebegioning, 
which include various freights aod the 

RIG/ff': /lorry Babcock (kltttfing), Rog«T 
B«tding (left), and Jlrn•:lcy Sttlt:y •wlw,g on 
caboo.K No. 05'JJ. 11ie uld md 11.II mu bttn 
removed. 

The Windy Point 
Crmtuiu._'tl from IT«cduQ: P"~ 

fabledSanJuan Express. There are also 
interesting scenes of voluoLccrs 
reopening the line and pre.er.ing 
~uipment. The interviews with 
hislorians, including Robert Richardson, 
cl al, and those with retired and active 
narrow-gauge railroaders were 
fa.scinatiog. The video intertwines the 
pre,;cnrwith the past to give us a eomplclc 
story of this historic three-fool road. 
Most of the show is of the trains 
themselves with lots of onboard and 
atong·Lhe-linc shots of this extraordinary 
railroad. The entire tine was covered and 

the tape held my inlerest Lhroughoul. I 
am pleased to see another quality 
producer that knows how Lo tell a story 
and entertain at the same t ime. \Ve need 
more fresh and varied videos like 
Cumhre.s. 
f'.P.K. NatiOllal Railway 8111/etin, 
National Railway Historical Society. 
Reprinted v.iith permission. 
(Les Jamm, prom,ccr of Cwnbres and 
owner of Roi/way Produclio11.r, is o 
member of the t 'ritndSi- and he produud 
the \.'idco programs in Ilic C,Jama and 
Antonito depots.) 

photographer and member, Le., Jarrel~ of Railway 
Productions-prepared these excellent ten-minute ,ideos. The 
video.~ tell about the history or Lhe railroad and invite the viewers 
to ride the railroad and also to participate in the Wu/king To"' 
(the friend 's Walking Tour brochures are conveniently loca!cd 
neJCI 10 the video machines). During the August work session 
volunteers installed the machines, which had been purchased by 
the Railroad Commission. The machines are mounted on s1ands 
provided by Kyle Railways, and they will pay for the continuing 
cost to operate and service the machines. J could not be more 
pleased wilh how these three eniitie.< are working together 
toward our common goals. 

put to great use. In the past we have had a significant number 
of members making additional contributions greater than the 
minimum con I ribution for membership. Wi1h the. membership 
renewal form thal you will receive in December, you will be given 
the opporLunity to assisl in our work at designated financial 
par1icipa1ion levels. I hope that those mcmhers who have 
-ass.isled us with addjlional conlribulion.s in the pa~I, as v.-ell as 
Olherswh<> have not, will contribute at a higher le-.cl for 1991 to 
assht us in our work. 

Thank you ogain for your support during 1990. Our groW1h 1hi$ 
year has been phenomenal; our members.hip has grown from 
302 lo 442--and I look forward to even greater growth next year. 
Please accept my besl wishes for a blessed holiday season and 
a wonderful New Y car. 

Much more remains lo be done on the C&TS Railroad, and I 
assure you that your financial contributions to our work will be 
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RJGITJ; Repairer~ for Ll1l>r>t>.tt: No. (UOJ_ left 10 
riglr1., bock, arc Blokr Forl,n, t<am:loll WtJrwag. 
Marvin Sa11dmrrt. and Roger Ur«rlmg; fro,,.t QH 
lla,,..,J('f Sttl<')•, llany Babcock (leada>, Alim 
Jameson, 011d John Car.Wm. TM 0'4-W r1'tnQ\Y"d th< 
(}Id end $ill OJI tM A e1'd (opposite lht c,,,>Dla end), 
fabn<mc,·J n lf,fM' <Hlf om of oak, and in.Jsol/t.•d and 
painted 11-ol/ in one w.·ttkcttd! M,u.r t>f tN bt)fts tin 
thc()/d $di "''Cf(' nt!H:r twisted off «couldn'l be 
rrmo,T'd, so'"'"' om·s h"d to 1w made. JOiin C"1r.\(m 
fui.d om tM ,rn.• end sill, 1111d 11"'• l'l'h;T mm1b<-r.1 ,.m 
m,d dn!fcrl. Jt,lm rt•pam lhat 1/otdq &d .. "J and 
Man•m Smrdmlre Wt'tl!' JO crMt,\'t ,n findll,g newlcd 
bolts ,wd rod.<, that "!ht)• cm,ld probably finr/ palm 
tr«s 1n Ala-ska." 
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/£Fr: Mark Snrfrh ( left/, "1,wr/p«b6sh<rof 
U)(,0,,1(1,(h-< &. Ral/i,.'<ly iuHrvatw11· William Lock, 
president of tht Friends; and Sptnca- l'1'Uon (righl), 
friucb histunan and mmibtT of tM C& J'S Railroad 
C.Omml$Su>n, "''Oil on S1mday aftun()()lt at lM w.·o-t 
end of the Choma yard for lM phOlt> run-by w.•4h 
loc()l'IIOti\'t No . ./,$.\ dm'lck OP and bo<Jm tendtr 
c,,.r, 011rl CQ/xNJse N(), 0501. 

LFFJ:• lugisu>nng nwrt than ()nc-lum<lml pe,wns 
011d k.ttping trnck of lJW IOCOli()fl$ "' the •tJl11nl"'1'1 
l'l'O.f the respnn.ubillty of the rrgistrmu>n Cl\")i' r~ 
f()(}d pr,·,m,arl()n Cf("W prq,aml l11nrha for 
1-oluntt"t'l'S In ChamQ and lh<>Se ouJ un 1111: IUU', a, 
Om11).rc$, and 4t Anu»wo, A.r llmy SchJ1h reponc~. 
"'I was ()l'SanhM as 10 •'hot "''M going to be prepartd. 
I thDl,ghl I knew/()( hQw many. Th(u numb« s«med 
u, Chnn~ hy the h/Jur, But I had r,o idea •'hm I M'OS 

g;>mg IQ haw: I() prqwn.· ii (JJI, 10 my drUght I had o 
Jtltchie11 area bey(>,td my drtams. NfJ nmn;ng ·wottr 
lmt r, htcwtif11I smk N'ilh o drain, Noto shdf or 
cupboard is si1,:f1t, but a tfeaming 14'hite counter mp 
that ttv>ttld p<us state health department mu.sttr.• 
Su,m/mg in /mm of the \.'Olun,cu dub car 
(khchcn/office) arr, left 10 nghl, lktry Schuh (food 
pr,poratlnn leader), Anne /Junon (regiscrai,on 
ft•adrr), Ly,1 Wolron (food preparati0t1), and Di>rtx);v 

Sandmirr ifond prqJara111m). 
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RIG/-ff: nae ro(fJ,Y snow pl(JW OM t;'l'tK> Slnpped 
wt1rlc long ,~ugh m lht C.hama yard for a group 
photo nect 10 OM. Lt/I t() right tut Jack Dillahunr, 
Makolm Pynn, Gltndcn Cast«r (U)•IC(lder), Rt>gff' 
SM't"SlNt (cc-kadn-), Bili Wauhf11i l,y(r A11dmon, 
Malcolm MMkey (work susio,, safety ()/fiCn), and 
Won-en Ringer. Ro8ff' ttpONS Iha.I "I manag<'d U> 
makt a /NI photc>graphr insulr 1/w plQtl, ·"•hil~ 
disiuA'ffllfg W MWIJL p()int lirt 'rOCf ha4 dtIerirna1ea. 
.AJ timu M'hm the rom was stead!, ih<."f'fl •'(J$1r ~ a ,1pot 
in tht r()t(1ry M1ttrt Lyle C()Uld lt<>ld hlf pod IA't'I and 
ccnrinu~ w sketch Mi/~(t IM paptr gttzi.ng roaktd. 
U?ltn M'< kgo,i, lht roof uiuff ui natnt 0t1~.'" 

Pr,-par'1!ory WQrk M'(lS done .10 that lite roo{broms 
C(lJf be rtpl«td nt'.tl year. This M'Ql'lc included 
loasming and IVnlJl>.;ng bolls on the brnm.\ 
lomnii11g nUIS on IN ,>trtlcal tk l'()ds inro lite roof 
btams. and lfflfO'l'UTg t,olt f~ USA'tl U> facteJt Jn1t'rior 
purli,u. Tanpo,ory tarpnpu K·as also u1Wt1llrd Ot1 
tire roof to shield tM intffi<Jr and MIi ftutht•r 
dtttrionuiott of 1M roof and 1)~ uttmOf 
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L£FI'. Momtmnmg t()()/f and tquipmtnt int~ 
,vflmtttr tool car a, Chama (slw1u, ht'll) amf ~·""'"i 
10 ii thaJ all m·ws hod tN ng/11 roolJ 01 the righl tvnl! 

was tht rcs,XNt.S,bilil)• of 1M tool.car crtw--Rufu.1 
Mnrclr (left), C,ordori Forbts, afl(f lt•IJdtr Charles 
t:nr(TJ1 (righ/J. 

,., 

WfT: the C(,r "'PO" tl't'W pau:t ut tM door of tl~ 
t1t'K' w>lu.r1tet't' fthMgt car (formerly No. J686) in 
Chnmtl. In b,1Ck u (}oug Christ.mm; left lo right, 
front. arc Ktnnt,h Spcn,ctr, Guy Combe, t)raAe Rice, 
and J<lau:, l/t,0$¢ (lrodr, ). 1'M t't'tW {imShed worl. 
on tht dmidc OP and lx>Cnr ltndt'i' car, M'hi<h 
md,,dcd cmmrg and chamftring bol~ C<A'ffing roof 
naifs ••ith lndukril CQl'llpound. ff1lmg Jht fl«trtt,11 
t.)Jtcnr, an.d rt'p/acing K'OOden con>fXJntf111 of t"4J 
014.(l//.ary (lpreoder) bars. Orha M'Ol'k c.onsutcd of 
aslisting in ins.tallitlg 1M. cl11b ,;.ar ~ormttr t11p ctnd 
complcnng the d"b car cl«1rkol SJSltm. 1M crt.w 
llr'Ol'Acd on* new srora~ car, suippi11g ,~ ai~11tg 
intnior, rrptac;ng slid,.ng door hord••'1ff, ,'nsu,lfing 
thl! d«trical S)!Stcm, and fabricating acccrs strpt onll 
hcm,y 4t1ty roe/a fer lumber 11ort18f-. l.f&bu and 
acce{S ,nffp$ wert alw ilfSlatlcd in ,~ pa.int c.ar. a,1d 
mo/ /('(tic$ in the tO<JI car '-tr'i" rtpalffll. 
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l<J(;I ff TM l1nt.rn·k,'t'plng c.r~. $h(J't4'fl }~ 111 
("h41'U', .-·,.n lu-pt tm,,. 111 l>oth rnd1 u/ rlM• /1,111· J ,eft 
to ,v;hr. b<J<A·. art ( Mrly l·(Jt4'l"- .11 Kilmmstu, 
Lorena DonogM, and Mar,M Mock'-")· (lead('('), front 
art f'orl«.·r FoK·lrr, HiJbm l<olhschr/J.. and J11lre 
lwdudJild. 1'11e at'W ptin~d. painted, amf 
1111,nl,nr.J po~t<: for tM •,wilkmg roar.tin C1t,ama and 
Amoni10, anti they dJtg halc.r; f<>r rht 1w1/l,.1ng-w11r 
JiOflf. 'They nbo i,w11lh-J 1M1 idt'O di.,;pltr, m.athint!.\ 
.JI CIWnra tJnd l'lnll'HUlt>, <:leant.;/ bt1nk ('Or.t, and 
Sll"'c')'<'d t/tt Chama )'<t•·d for ,rans 10 tdc,rt,fr.and 
~atolo,: llf!.ft .mrr 

C&TS Dispa1ch 

\ 

\ 

\ 

LEFT· Utttring tl'l"W in 11,t C/ltJnto ya,d ,.,;tJ, tltt 
dcn-'idt. OP and bnQm tender car i.n W: background. 
Ltft u; n'ghl att An Nichols, ROOOI Ki,mltr, Rob)vt 
S<lvO<d,r, and Rol>tn Dih /1,ad,r)- Th< lowions 
of /6.tering 01t rhe rma,y mtm• plow 0.\( K't'Tt' 

rrcortkd /.or /uhl~ rtltttmng, Painu in t/lt point 
car WO-t' m,rgonii.ed, u11usab/(' pou,1 M'M diStord"d,, 
a,td th£ ronaining cans K't'fr arranged for NS)' 
or;c.eJ.$. Th< cabl~ ,0.nd """'"<tV1 • ._,... rektttrtd, sror 
IOgot<>tt Cart"' lMSOUllt end Oflht yard 14,a'e 

finished. and demck OP and boom l('flda car K'f"Tl' 

td.-utnd. 

l.£FI': VOlulllUrf in front o/ caboose No. OSOJ ii, 
th( Chama yard i'm Sunday mnmlng Ott, left 10 ng,hl, 
C""8 Story /<'ar rrptur), R(nd Story (l~terrng), La 
Jarr~,, (l-,d,v> ph,(>t¢g,"f}h)'), Nrmey 8trgmMn 
(hoJLWkttpmgJ. and Strphc.,i lkrg,nann 
(ho,"'4«piag), 
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RJGHT: P,.,.og,,,phtd In Chama on SU11d11y 
r,l()nlihg art, /tft to rig hi, Alicia Ttbbt.ns 
(/>oUs<k<q)ing), ltnflifer Lod< (rtg~rrorum), and 
Carolyn t,N>tn, (hmmJ,«ping). 

RIG/ rr: A $pttial "'""' was in charge of saw 
OJNTaliom at Chama this ytDr. J(tre, tht crew .uaows 
off on~ of tMU mawy proj«u, the mo.rrufacm~ of a 
IOtofly ,uw K'indow for one o/lM bunk cars. Left to 
right at? Ju.stul Frttark, Frank [JuHon., G~ SIC"Oin, 
and WQ)11t' Ftttork (fcada), Fronk &non l\YJS a/Jo 
coordinator of the Chama Cll'K,'$ attd C()lt.JtrflUed and 
uutalltd 1ht sink and ftxrurtt ;,. ,11, vo/1mth(rc.'l11b 
ca,. 

Vol. 3 No. 4 C&TS Dispatch 

riu:\DS ot lIJl-c~RAIL] 
TOLTEC scENI 

I .FFr: Roofing crcv.• fm· co boost No. OSaJ with the 
(.'abt.>M" ,n lhe background; pholnt,.,r,phtd m ('hama 
)'llrd. J.tft 10 righ1, lMck, att lad Sdm/t, Craig 
K"ml", anJ Chttr/t!J l)tm11~; fmnt tur 1-/o,.;a,d 
&mtc (IMd«J ,md E,l lVlJ//qn. The C""- mnO\~d 
'111 roofhardw~ cmd oJU l'()Qfmg mm"ialS (IIJQ\'t' 

lhc- "'POrl lfntfrrluymcnt cm holh f'ntlJ 11nd 1m tM 
n1pola roof Some rcpJ«cllfl:'nls M't'l't' mml< b«'allJC 
of "'()(xi ,vr. fht! rt)()fv.'(1$ lli<n re•CfJ\'4'1Y'tl '1..-ith a 
coot of hrd"krtl compt1U11d, J,,ea~y amrn\ um/ 
OJIOl.lwr root of Jndukril 111t cam-ll.r M'OJ uutalltd ln 
the some ""'Y as <Wnc m UJlfJ-C11ffiappir,g tdges "'~ 
i11dtcs un4 th<n nailing m plau ••:itft tinplate 
11,yuht-n. After tht work session 1/rc iu,,g-t·nd roof 
nmnmg btJards K't'Tr mstollcd by \.vl11nrtcr Ktnn,·th 
S,W,1ccr 1111d th,: C&TS slrop cr<W. 
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RJG/fl": Tip Ayrr, (lrft). J•,ml Vi1,.{IJl1t':, ,m,f I'm 
Comlm,p (rl,:/11J, ,he s1mcymgparr,- M.·Jl(1tf' .,.-q,k KYJl 

donott·d b,v 1/tf: mutor,ul t?'J.Vl(•,1:nng .firm, (;(('ir,t;,. 
Inc.., of Afbf1qurrqur "/1'(• party StJr\.'tY{.'il tN < ll(Jmn 
wml .for 11p<(.1niin,: 1>itt' imJ>rmv:me'111 prt>Jtl-J!i 'Ill,: 
.srm•cy IS lied 1n a nt'M' hf-urs<ap 1hnl ._,u w•1 m frr,111 
n/ 1M old e1t1,:i1tt Mt,s~ hy JM/1 ond Jw,~-t MIJ,I<'}• 
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C&TS Dispa1ch 

LEFT· Chama yard painting cret".· in fro111 of dmicJc 
OP. l.eft ro right are Jesska Ro11Jjf. RIJd D<ry 
(leader}, Robm Sdlu1 and Mikf S<M fk. The crew 
Jcrop«J, prim~ and painted I.he derrick OP Olld 
boom tender car. 11,cy also sc.mprd lite inside of 
cabooM No. 05(11 and prq,<trtd it for painting, 

..,.. 

t£FI' Jnmi.or 11C't\· of lh< Fr,cmJs r.~· SWfOgf car, 
e:r.J)&RGW bo:rcar No. 1686 
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RF,;/,.QW f...EFT: Ct1mbns smwyin,: Cfl'III.' ,'n front uf 
Ille $4."Clkm houSt!-•Casty Rupley (lql), &b Ymmg. 
and Jann Rup/9 (fmdt?'f 1'ht: s«1ion huus~ •m 
m('QS:"Ct( 1111'de Qnd our. Tlte ~· jinisMd 
1ur.·tying and ohlnining measrifmltms for the 
wc.i:tbvund 1tudc un 1/re o,.her sid£ t>f tM uld 11,,;lrw:vy 
bril~~ IO<<Jltd a p()rl/;()n t>/ the old highM'a)j and dt'iJ 
dm4n .ft>mt of tht' "tnwing puxe:s.." TM Ut'K' also 
(IS$uJ"4 ()11([ t(t()tdina1td the bt),,..,_,ini11~ SUI'\.~• of rhr 
('Mm.t )'4t(I by tlw Ctrtnf'r team. 

Bel.OW R/<il rr: Cum bra po.lndnt CTl;"I\' Ql {he 
bode of 1M s«ttn11 liouse. Uft 10 ngl11 Oll Wdliam 
Gri,unJ, Ted Hiunplui.'Y, NOllell Brr~i.llp_ JJ1;gh 
Wllmr1 (kiJtkr4 and Gmrgdkrd. U·orlf Wrfudr4 
.«:nJpmg 1M nld pain! off the. s«aon ho«~, making 
man,· Jmull ,q,oU"J u, ii, llP/Jl_\'inf( a primer cont. o,rd 
pointing m11ch of1M mm a final com of"grl:zly 
btm" l"""°"'n. ~• tht- md of 1M •ork seniM, 90 
ptm~t of 1M bu,'/Juts had kn /Hinted and ~'OJ 

rMt/y for a /ilrat C(lat 
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LEF'f: Wonl'lng on W C1m1brt't socr1011 lwu.te. 

81::LOW: The car mspenors h<Mur m•w .,,..;,h Jh< 
/IQ.111t in the bm:kground. /.cft 11.> nght arr SttWn 
Schroofrr, 1Villi,~m Mmon, Mo,k Ya,~ /Job 
Grow'UI ( leadrrJ. /Jtll MtCumn. on4 R/Jj 81,:aard. 
1& c~· plocc,J u n.rM' /t>+mdor,(.m tindu 11,e 
sou1Jtv.-es1 comrr af 1ht bmltlmg. fr omni,, 
replattme,u v.ull a,rd t<indott• opt•nmg. tnJlallW 
nrw s«o,ttJ-poor joists a11d a ply,,;ttOd p~. m•d 
du.I ~t'nfi1't IQ()/ rtpair.r and ttplacancnu. Otha 
mm1bitn from t~ m(Jtl.'#M.·d, lht s«ti()tt h/>U.k'. tM 
surwytng, ""'' tM rluJJ!..,r,1elc en'k'S pucht-d in a, 
dlflm:111 rmu·s. 



W<J/fl'.. '/111,, C'umbrrssn(JwJ.h(d mw 14•,th the.· shrd 
in th< bac/q.w«md. L.cft to right arc John Rupley 
(c<Hud,nator uf o,m(,rd M'Ork), Mnkt11m Mrmh<w, 
Carl Tcbbms (SnoM'Sh«i ctt'M' lrodt:r), R,clwrd 
Elti11,;ton. Samuel March, and Wa,.•1tc Rancht:r. Carl 
rq,om that "'l'ht: mission of tit< C11mlwcs Pass 
snoM'JMd cn"4· -·as to support the sn~d b)• 
blmn:ss '}pit n,pporu from lh~ sides 10 ltttp iJ from 
f-0/1111:g (/\'(\' from IM W('fg/,1 r,f the Sfl{}M' and thtt fmu 
of lire wi,Wt OIi rh< pass. 1'M bmtrtss ~,ppons "'TIT' 

made from I'S<(/ JNJ'l'Tr pOlcs dclwa-cd on a flatcar by 
the C&1'S." S4"1't'"lt s11Pf'()ltS M'1!f't Ma~...,d mto plou 
••i'llt tht' htl/1 t1f tM Ml' i1t.tp«tur'1 ~n:w. 
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L.EFr: TN C11mlns s«don houg crrw krirh lM 
front of 11,t /tOuSt m lht bodground. Ltft 10 "f/tl at'( 

B,uy Adams, Bill CJ4ir, Ma,y RJ;pl,y, Tino Ttbbw 
(ltadw). and Archi~ Adams. 17tit cmv hdpal IN 
Cum bus pabumg cnw prtparc 1M s«.tk>n MU# /Cf 
polnling. All eaQior sidih& •w ttpa;rtd Olld 
ffPlaud •·hm nttdMl/y, Ccdat S/taJce Slung/#-.'-""' 
rq,laad (1/tttt b1mdla), and nat year's shingle 
rtplaumtnt was tPimartd. 77lt inside t>/ fM s«tiOlf 
hOu.St wos cltOMd··* fton1 room iltfd titchl.n M'ffi.! 

mopptd rwkd No brvJ«n tt'fndo14'f 14't"fl' found. ond 
1M inu:rior is in w.,y good coru:btion. 'rusa nports 
lltat "Neri .)lt'Or -.i,-plan 10 paint tht: bu,ldmg ,oth 
saffron yd/ow and finish oil IN 1rini. • 

l£FT: The Cumbres SnUWJMd Sh/)M•1'ng tJw thrt.~ 
bmrrrss s,,ppons on lht •'UI side F<wr supporu are 
Ont~ tt).$t side.. Tht SUppt>rtlOrt l()CL)le(J Ol ~'tf)' 
tfu'rd po1' that support$ the ro,of p;ut:hltt. 
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RJGlfT: 'JM duaf.gaugt uad and 
mainttnan4!«1/-N-ay m?W (lcno1ttn along lite C& 1'S 
as *F-Troop"J. in lht Antonito yard. l,.tft ,o righl are 
flDbm Mundu, Da,'id f/oyt, Wadt /loll, I"""' 
Rl,pky, Cal Smith {ctrlcod,:,). and Pe:tf!f Smirh, 
Undtr tht Sllpm'm<in of Kyle Raih4"'1~ tmck 1eam,. 
tNcrew h<Jd 1/Jrtt.hundml fttt of lltrtt.,oiJ 11(1t)c in 
ploc~ aftrr just two days. 1'1tt! thrtt-rail trQck •'i1$ 
donated by IN D&RGW and kill bt wed to duplay 
standard•gaugt and IUlf'ftlk'-~~ rolling s«Kk. 
This lr th~ onlp shrtt..ratl lf«k In Amr.mi,o ncqx for 
IM Roule 28$ grade cromng we.ct of,~ C& TS dq>(IL 
In additiOn 11, th( trod, wo,A; 1/tc "1n' set, pa.inred, or 
14'/ter~d sixt«n mlltposu and pointrd \'Onm.t.t Sk11Ch 
tart;tss 01td '"rai.ft' {langw• ng,u. On Stuurday SM•~ 
uf 1M crew Mlped au, on CumM(S P@ w•ith tk 
K'Otk nn IN Slt()M'Shtd on;/ tht- car i,up«tor's hou.w. 

RIGHT: 1'1N:~r,,4 irda11e. ~Snli1h (lt>fttttnd 
lQSW Rupley, 
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u·,.-,. Ou,~ nrembt:n af 1h.:- d;mf.gaugt- tmck owl 
mui111,·nanu-of-1o1-ay ,, •• ,., t"F.T,,11,p") u1 w 
An1um101',ml Lq, 111 rii,ht are Julian }.(unme: 
((-d.7:5). Dean ffn,v, Mar Par.1ter.•r1 (ClTSA Jm, 
llcrron, Ka'i1t CorK•in. and /~II Kt>J>nr,-fe(1.ft•11;.ftTI 
II H rrpc»tcd that at lM IJ,xh Cuunrry di'nnt'r r,n 
I f'rdil)' n1.1;ht J,: 1"roop w.1l11nt«,ml I() WiJ11(l<111I ga.ugc 
tM lifl< from Anlf#IJIO w Chan111 lll!-\'I n"tlt. 
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Check's in the Mail by Terry Ross 

1'1is is the fom1h, and last, u,tic/e for /99() about the preservation of th< D&.RGW naJTOw-gaug, line a11d tire formation of t/,e C.1mbres 
a11d To/tee Scenic RiJilroad twenty years ago. Terry Ross describes how he deli•·en:d the check for NtK Mexico's share of the purchase 
pnce to the D&RGW office i11 Deim,r. Terry has played an impoltunt role in the development of th, C& TS. He founded and wa., chair 
of the D~,rpu arrd Rio Grande Wesfttnr Noffow-Gauge Railway Prestr\'aliorr Association (as Tory says, "That's tht one acci,std of 
/ru1•ing a 11amc longer than the ruilroot.f"). Go,m,or Dtn•id Cargu of New r\fe:tico appoh11ed him co the original committee to snuly 011d 
prcstn•e tire roilroud. and he tHlS the fir..·1 public 11wmbc¼ 012d ~•ice rhuinnan, nf the New Mexico Railroad Authority. Tory was ane of 
/<>ilr mtmhtr:t, and wu.t tfec.ttcl tliair, of lire ongi11al Colorado-New Mt.xi co lt'linl F.xecutfre committee that operated the railroad under 
tire two authorities for ScYtrol )'tOr.J wifli the fit$t lesue. Among his awardt for public un-ict! in sa\'ing lhe nanow gaugt is th~ New 
Mexico Arts Commisrion Hist.oric Prosen·ulio11 A••ard. 

(The three earlier Oispu.tch articles on Jhe hisfo,yofthe C&TS are 7hr Na{iQnaJ Park Seo•i« E.tcursiou: Novcmixr 21•24 196&. wil/1 
w111rib11ti1J1isby fra,, 1111d ffem1u1181Jrkma1111011d E.mest Rob1111. Vol. 3 No. T, Marci• 1990: Rcopemn~/h•Aba,11/oaedNaro,w-Gauw 
Li!lt, by George. Swain, Vol. J No. 1, 11111c l(J<J(I; a11d Vi• Rai/f(l(Jd q11d Che Commission, by Spencer Wilson, Vi,1 . . l No. 2, June 1990.) 

Ernest Porter, General Solicitor for the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad, called Tuesday, July 
14, 1970. His message, unlike many previous discussions, was clear and ominous. New Mexico's check 10 
purchase the narrow-gauge line from Chama, New Mexico, to Antonito, Colorado, had 10 be in the 
D&RGW's Denver office by close of business Wednesday or the deal was off. With the D& RGW's approach 
to scrapping, this was no idle threat. Many years of substantial effort appeared in jeopardy. 

Both New Mexico :md Colorado's 
legislatures had appropriated purchase 
funds in February 1970. Colorado's check 
w.is ready, but New Mexico continued lo 
place roadblocks pre,-cnting purchase. 
Finally, on June Z2, 1970, New Mexico 
approved 1hc Join1 Slate Narrow-Gauge 
Railro:id Agreement. Colorado signed 
the agreement on June 30. and New 
Mexico followed on July I, 1970. New 
Mexico placcJ another roadblod by 
requiring New Mcxioo Slate Board or 
Finance approV'!l1 for the narrow•gauge 
agreement. Meeting only once a month. 
thcboard·s next meeting was July 7, 1970, 
aHQwing insufficient lime to place 
appro"al on the agenda. I had jumped 
Lhc gun and requested in an earlier letter 
lhal Bob Kirkp;.,trick, board cxccuLivc 
officer, place the agreement on Ute 
agenda. Hcdidand.~ucccf~.'\Wa!\011rs. Or 
was it? 

Naively, I cxpcclcd the Board of Finance 
and Governor Cargo, New Mexico 
Railroad Aulhority chair, lo !\ccurc 
immediately the check and mail it to the 
O&RGW. Porter's calls during the 
ensuing week ~'Crc po.tile, and t continued 
to a~f.iurc him that the check was on its 
way. 

/UGJff.· Tht th«ks /1(11 ~ bttn dclhm-dl J111j JJ, 
1970. Et1gr,tt' Cavalier? (1t'ft), Terry RAu, a,,d ff' 
J. tfoJmwn (righl/, PltOlog,aph Copyrig1" I9'JO by 
1(rt'nc"W.~ 
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With the .significance of bis last cull, I 
immediately sci off for the Board of 
Fin•1nce omce in the Roundhouse, 
othc,wisc known as the New Mexico 
State Capitol. The secretary, Mary, had 
a blank lookasdid1he Olhcrsin cheorfice 
when asked about the check. Finally, they 
determined that Lhe Governor would 
have to request the check of the board. 
Then, after the. board's review, it could be 
~cul to the proccssjng center ac:ross the 
street in the retirement system building. 

C&TS Dispatch 

The whole operation would normally 
take a minimum or one week, and 
knowing New Mexico as I did, probably 
longer. Obviously, this wa.1- noc 
acceptable, and besides, thcgovcrnor was 
unavailable. 

Recog,,izing the urgency of the moment, 
I asked for a check request form, filled it 
out, signed it... and staled my legal 
authority as Vice Chairman of the New 
Mc..ico RailroadAuthorityto doso. Not 

Pl<OR T11m IO Poi~ J$ 
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COMMISSION REPORT 

BY LEO SCHMITZ 
E:c«mti~ Ditttt.or; C\lmbres & Toh«- Src-nic: Railroad C'..ommiWOft 

lbc vacancy on the oommi$.'iioo because of Lhc death of Howard 
Coleman last February was filled on June 5 by Colorado 
governor Roy Romer, who appointed Slate Representative 
Lewis H. Entz. Representative Entz owns and operates a f)O(ato 
and grain form near Hooper. CoJorado. He has served int.be 
Colorado House orRepresentativcs since 1983. Ent, isa military 
\'ctcran, a railroad c.n1.husiast, and a licensed pilot. 

A group of Colorado legislators, including Ent,, rode the 
railroad o.n the Fourth of Ju1y, al the same 1ime the Bri1hh 
Broadcasting Corporation was filming a documentary on the 
atlc.mpl by American Water Devclopme.nt, Inc., to obtain lhc 
rights to 200,000 acre feet of water annually, to be exported from 
Colorado•ssan Luis Valley. The documcn1aryccnlcrs on w-.11cr 
exportation throughout the world and will be shown in January 
1991. 

I•m very happy 10 report that the commission has recci,·cd a 
second grant from the Far-mi;rs lforne Admini.~1ra1ion t() 

purchase and instaU 3500 new tics. (More Lhan 50(X) lies were 
purchased and installed with the first grant.) Installation or the 
new 1ies ha~ hcgun ~nd is expected 10 he completed by .c;,prinp,, 
1991. 

ln other news., elec1rician and Friends member Wendell Putz 
has donated his time and materials to install outdoor lighting 
systems; in the Chama and the Antonito yards. 

T "'u projects have been funded by the state, during 1<>90. First. 
the Osier scpcic system has been completed. ,.his project 
consisted or installing six septic tank.< and a leach field. Also 
included was the addition of a storage tank for the chlormatcd 
water supply for the new dining facility. Second, work to 
rehabilitate four of the Antonito passenger cars will be done this 
winter. Work will consist of removi.ng the wooden windows. 
reframjng for metal-framed windows. installing new windows, 
adding insulation, replacing lhe interior woodwork wi1 ha bcuer 
quality paneling. and refini~hing and pain1ing. 

Problems were uncovered with a su-ucturaJ load~bcaring wall in 
the old roundhouse/shop portion of the Chama shops, and the 
~hop roofs in Chama and AnloniLo arc leaking. The commission 
bad hoped to correct 1hc problems, but I hey have not been able 
to afford the repairs. The commission is including I.his project 
in their requests to the two stales in the upcomi11g legislative 
sessions. Funding will be rcqucsrcd for the following projects.: 

I. Antonito pas.scnger car rthabili101ion (second half ur the 
project) 

2. Chama roundhouse structural and shop roors rehabilitation 

3. Chama depot rehabilitation 

4. Chama River br-idge and ricr abul rnent work 

5. Cumbrc.s huil<ling.'i rchabilirntion (mainly materials) 

(>. Locomotive No. 4f,:\ rc~tor~tion 

John Bush, chief mech,inical officer (or the railroa<l, has bclln 
experimenting this year wi1h diffe rent screening comhinations 
for 1hc locomotives to reduce the nun1bcr or fire.~ olnng the tight 
of way caused by SJ)arks. John tried using a double sctecn; 
however. this reduced the draft, decreased performance, and 
incrca.~ coal consum~ion. Ncxl. he 1ricd using a diffcrcnl 
lierecn conliguration with t-m.1llcr holes. narrower <;!rips of 
mccal1 hut 3 more lrnnsparcnt Iota I ~crcen. This screen ha.~ l~cn 
effec1ivc in rcduClJ1g the ~inou,u of cin<lcl's that pass thl'ough 
the scr~n an<l 1hc number of rcsul1ing fires. 

Finally, the Frit·nds will be h~ppy u., li;:arn that I he commission 
i-; :ittcmpl ing lo 3C'1tui1 c locomoti,•c No. 22~ fr-orn I he St:ue of 
Utah~ anll di<icu~~ions hc1wccn 1hc 1wo cn1i1ic~ ha\'C hcgun. 

RIDERSIIIP UP IN 1990 

The numbers arc inJ and Leo !')chmill, Executive Director 
of the Cumbres and Toltcc ~ccnic Railroad Commi~1ion, 
reports thnt the ridcrshi,J for lhc 191)0 seclbon pa~!)cd 50,(XXl. 
The increase L<i about 13 percent over the JC).8() 

sea.son--4-1,459 riders in 1989 and 50,W. in 19')(). 

JAMES WILBUR HA YNES 

IL is v..ilh sorrow that we report the death of James Wilbur Haynes on May 15, 1990, in Durango, Colorado, afler an iJlocss 
of more than two years. He was 64. Mr. Haynes was an electronic engineer with General Electric and later a marketing 
mam,ger with Sperry Flight Systems until hisretircment in 1986. He was a graduate of the Univcrsily of Idaho, and he served 
in the U.S. NS\y. Mr. Haynes was a memt,cr of Lhc Railroad Club of New Mexico and the Friends of the Cumbrcsand Toltcc 
Scenic Railroad. Many Friends remember working alongside him on maintenance of rolling stock and righ1-of•way during 
the summer 1988 ,·olunteer work session. He i; survi1'ed by hi, wife, Rae; 1hree sons, James .ind Paul, of Monlan", and 
Donald, of Wyoming; ()nc daugh1er, Carolyn Edlund, of Color,do; and four grandchildren. 
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LETTERS TO THE FRIENDS ... 

Readers ore 1mcorm1gc.d lo write 0,1 any topic per#ncnt tn tJ1e work of tire. friends and tire history, prr.sen·ation, and imerpretalion of 
11,c Cumbre.< & To/tee S«nic Railroad. Send )IQUF lellers 10 lht edi1or 011he Los Alamos, New Merica, address gil'en on poµ 2. All 
1,11,n will bt acknowledged, and some cdiling may be do11e 10 cor,scr,,e space. 

Friends of chc C&TS 
P.O. Box222 
Chama, NM 87520 

Gentlemen: 

Reading the rooonl Rui/fu11 & Railroad 
anicle on che C&.TS certainly brought 
back some old memories. And what can 
I say about the beautiful Kodachromes 
accompanying thac article. Seeing the 
name of Jack. LaM unyon under one or the 
photos of 483 "in Winter" brought back to 
mind many fond moments in 1969· 1970 
when many volun1ccrst including Jack, 
Terry Ros!'-., John Pri1ch~trd, and many 
other< (including myscln), worked to 
reopen tbe Chuma lo Anlonito Hnc prior 
10 483'!'-. triumphal entry into Chama in 
1970 under the C&TS banner. Much 
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hard work was endured to remove 
boulders and debris from the track, 
particularly between Chama anci 
Cumbrcs due to the llighway 17 
relocation project. Our rewards came in 
simple ways; knowing that a segment of 
the narrow gauge would survive, a 
speeder ride lo Big Horn for a restful 
rcspile, elc. 
I bavc only been back to the Land of 
Enchantment once since I left t.he Air 
Force in 1970, and thal was in 1975. 
Naturally I had lo ride the line that I 
helped to preserve for foture generations 
lo enjoy; a onc·war train ride from 
Chama to Antonito w11h a return ride in 
a school bus lha1 wa'i operated by Scenic 
Railways. It wa.< a fabulous trip, and that 
being in the days prior co sunscreens, I 

had a beautiful sunburn to prove it. 

Let me say in closing. that when I finished 
reading the C&TS article and saw the 
invitation to join the friends of the 
C&TS, I didn't hesitate a moment: my 
check for SJ.5.00 is enclosed for a one-year 
membership. My only regret is that the 
Friends wasn't organized years ago. 
Notwilh_<tanding Friends late arrival on 
the C&TS scene, let it be long-lived for 
many years lo come! 

Sincerely, 

Michael J. Paul 

1780 Maricopa Drive 
Oshkosh. WI 54904 

Jut L""-O. 
Tr.t•ad• llt 
!~"Gt Ac..r .. ;'"; fns lt•tho.:iq 
..,..1,,.4"'.,•r . . • ' .fld'z 1 

\011•. N,M. •noS , s"'r11 101 

Dur tJl) 
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Check's in the Mail 
Co,w'nu«f fmm Pagt 12 

wanting 10 risk anyone G.nding if Lbis was 
Lrue, I insisted thal !hey approve ii al 
ooce! None of 1hescitcms fit Lheir nor,m:11 
opera1ions. Afler considerable cajoling. 
pleading. and looking up the approved 
bo,1rd meeting minutes, the board 
secretary al lasL signed 1hc check 
requisition. 

OK, 1hing,< were going well. Across the 
S1ree1 was different. No checks could be 
run through their standard automated 
process in less than several days. A~king 
wha.t else mighl be done, I found it 
pos.sible for 1hcm 10 hand process a check 
by late afccrooor:t. Theo next morning, 
Lhe check could be logged and signed. 
That mean I no I rip 10 Denver on 1be 14th. 
Now it dawned on mo, with an uncertain 
check date and oo cash or time to secure 
commercial airline tickets for Denver, 
other means had 10 be found. 

Larry Meyer, president of L. E. Meyer 
Mechanical Contractors, had an interest 
in roilroads and most impOrlanLly a 
Lwin._cngine plane. Larry was in bis 
Cemllos Road office and graciously 
offered on short notice 10 fly the check 
and me 10 Oen\'tr on Wednesday the 
15 th. 
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INVOCATION PRA VER OFFERED BY 
THE REVr;:REN0 ST£PH£N BERGMANN 
CHAMA, NEW MEXICO, AUGUST 16, 1990 

Almiglity God, W'! ask you to bless a11d s1rengthe11 the worl< 
and efforts of all who gather here this day as tlte FRIENDS. 
Make us mindful of )'OU' presence 110K\ and as we pursue 
our ~•arious projects and work. 
Mo.kt lL1 mindful of your prese.nce and guiding hand in the 
u,~s of lhose lx!fou our Hme in a new frontier who from the 
wo,rdero/ your creation shaped a /u,rd a,,d region in b11ildbrg 
this property and railroad. We renwmber and recall al/ lhQ.\'e 
wl,o IHfore QUT day planned and envisioned; those whose 
hands shaped wheel~ rail, car, and locomotive; and those 
many more who through ull the )'ears ran, maintained, and 
presen't!d thi, property and heritage. 
Assist us IQ be good .rtewards of this livi11g legacy. May our 
care and presen•olion of this special property remind us of 
your creation and sustaining of all things in life. 
We tha,,k you for this gathedng and for setting Jt.'i at tasks 
which demand ot1r best efforts, and for accomplishments 
K'hich satisfy and delight us. We thank you fnr minds to 
think, hands to senie, and lteons to care. May our time 
together further our work in a momwr producri,-c and safe: 
fostering of frictuJJJu"p and appreciation of the mtmy and 
varied gifts ,md skills each on, has to offer; and too, may 
our time here be marked by joy and friendship. Amen. 

Placing a call 10 Clarence Quinlan, 1he 
major force in Colorado for purcha'iing 
Lha railrood, I asked him 10 set up a 
mec1ing with the O&RGW. He arranged 
10 exchange checks for deed.< a1 Lhe 
raifroad't- Seoul Street office as soon as 
New Mexico"s c.hcck was ready. Securing 
Lhechcckcarlyon 1.hc 15Lh, I called Ernie 
Porter and cold him we would arrive afcer 
lunch. His mood was 1h01 of a clearly 
harassed bur happy individual. Ernie 
always wanted to sec lhe Unc preserved 
bu1 s,:rupulously fo llowed the D&RGW's 
line or scrapping everything when 
possible. 

Picking up New Mexico check No. 
8924741 ror $273,560 was a major 1hrill. 
Barely OoaLing to Santa F'c'!\ airport, I 
Lhoughl lhal an airplane seemed 
unnecessary. 

We arrived at Oenver•s Centennial 
airporc, ale a quick lunch1 and set off for 
lhc O&RGW office. Ever Lry to park in 
downtown Denver? We arrived late; 
Ernie Porter grec1cd us looking very 
concerned, tired, and with a two-day 
beard and no suil, g,eatly unlike his usual 
impcccab]c appearance. 

Colorado assistant attorney general. 
Eugene Cavaliere, and I presented the 
stales' checks LO W. J. Hohman, 
Executive Vice President and General 

C&TS OispaLcb 

Manager of 1hc D&RGW. We 1hcn 
received the Agreement of Sa)c, 
Rewlu1ion of 1he Board of Directors 
authorizing 1he sale, Quit Claim deed ror 
the real property, and a Bargain anti Sale 
deed for the equipment and look After 
muc.h hand shaking all around, Ernie 
Porter left for a good nighl's sh:.cp. and 
Larry anJ I headed back Lo the a irport 

Very Lircd and doubly excited, we new 
directly back 10 San la Fe in L1rry's plane. 
l-lalfway there pure panic set in when I 
reafo·.ed th;.1t all Lhe original deeds were 
on a chair in the Denver Centennial 
airport, Larry radioed 1he problem 10 the 
b3:SC operator. Aflcr what seemed like 
forever, Lhe operator ,adiocd back that 
he had found the deeds under some 
magazines on a table and he would nH1il 
them 10 me. My heart stopped pounding 
only when they arrived and copies made. 

Takit\g several months, Archuletta and 
Conejos counlicscven1ually rccorJcd the 
deeds. After hand delivering them 10 the 
Colorado Auorncys General office, the 
deeds now reside in chcir safe. And thus 
goes lhc 1alc of 1he railroad that almosl 
never was because the "check's in lhc 
mail." 

(c} Copyright 1990 by T♦r•net W. Ross 
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01tl' of I~ mltJ« f"'(tJ«I.\ ()f the Au,:ust -.'Qt'k w»io,, lhc n:Ju1b of hi,fl0t1c Cabof,n• Nt>, 0$0J. TM tm.l SUI <>n the near rnd MW 

rotntly N-J"tXCIJ, the ,oo/M-'41 nn,o/cd ,uing modnn n101,'IUJ/s ;,J a 11,u(J(,c pro4.u, and tM Ulsuk tt·a.r rrJ~ l7ar 
cobocut ,t $~11 It«,: after rhc pltolo ru,. ,by a,, Sim day A11i•uit 19. 1990 du,lni M·/1,d tbr FrieM, sunulakd a "''<'Sl-boffttd 
i.'Od tctw u.\ing ,r.uotr',I rl<mck Of' J~hoto;.,.'t'aph by William /.«It.. 

Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad, Inc. 
7801 Academy NE, Building 2, Suite 102 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

Spencer WiJ.son 
Box 1939 
Socorro, NM 87801 

Spencer




