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Engine 497 Arrives on C&TS! 
On Thursday, October 10, 1991, K-37 engine no. 497 anived by low-boy truck in Chama, New Mexico. The 

arrival of this engine represented the completion of an engine trade with the Durango & Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad (D&S). Moreover, the arrival of the 497 fulfilled a dream of many people to have an operating 
K-37 class engine on the Cumbres & Toltec. 

Pk.,,, lum lo Page 4 

D&HCII' 497, Bondad Tank, Cclorado (Farmingtcn Branch). Sept,mber 25, 1967. Pho(ograph by E.IY. Robart. Collection of J.P. Hereford, Jr. 
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Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 

COLORADO 

N 

t NEW MEXICO 
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

<Tfie 

'Wiiufy Point 
1991 has been a momentous year for this organization. l am 

proud lo report to you at the close of the year that we are in 
good shape financially and have been very successful during this 
year in (ulfilling our mission - the preseMtion and intelJ)retation 
of the Cumbres & Tolltc Scenic Railroad. 

1991 has been a time of continued growth. Our membership 
has increased by 50,I (rom approximately the 500 memben we 
had at the clost of 1990 lo 762 members at this writing. Our 
growth parallels the growth of the railroad, l!ld I am txtremely 
pleased to announ<e that the ridership on the railroad tentali\'<ly 
Increased 6,000 riden to 011tr 56,000 riden during 1991. 

Membership recruitment is l<\/f:ry member's job, and with the 
support of so many of our members, we have been able ID realize 
this tremendous growlh. We obtained many new members as a 
result of the publicity associated with and the running of the 
Rotary Snowplow at the beginning of the season in May. 
Another tremendous source of new memben b the Walking Tour 
Brochure. These aclMties help to (ulfill our educational and 
interpretation.ii mission towards the railroad. 

Our other major thrust Is the preseMtion of the property. We 
do lhis In a number of ways, but some of the most txdting 
twnts that took place during 1991 were the moving and 
restoration of the standan!.gauge boxcan and the Idler ear In 
Antonito to nearly complete our dual.gauge display there. The 
purchase or a short refrigerator car for the railroad was also a 
m,ljor step forward. In addition, work on the snowshed at 
Cumbres and the section house at Sublette was critical to the 
long-tenn preseMtion of the property. 

Our preservation work was done with your support • not only 
those almost 200 individual members who came to the railroad 
to give of their time l!ld talent to pliysieally help in the 
restoration, but all or the memben who gave of their trwurt to 
support our mission financially. I am extremely proud that with 
your support this organization has spent during 1991 almost 
S25,000 in txpenses strictly for the benefit of thb property, 
including primarily the purchase of construction materials. We 
are able to obtain tremendous mileage from your don.itions 
because almost all of our labor is don.ited. 

1992 is going to be an exciting year for the l')leodl. Many 
more projects that have been on the drawing boards for years will 
be realized with your support Much more remains to be done. 
Next month, you will be asked to contribute to our work for 
J 992. I person.illy hope that this orgl!lization has warranted 
your stron~ support. If thert is anything that we can do better, 
please do nol hesitate to bring thal to our allention. I do thank 
you again for making 1991 such a successful year, and I look 
forward to the great prospects ahead of us. Best v.ishes for a 
wonderful Thanksgiving. 

- Bill l.o<:k 
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WILLIS B. KYL E 

l.ong-tiim businessman o{ Fresoo, California, and President ri Kyle 
Railways, Inc., WIiiis B. Kyle, died on Septtmbcr 2, J 99J. H< W\U n 
)'<aB old. 

Mr. Kyle was born in lltrlc,ley, 
CaUfomia, March I 3, I 9 I 4. He 
gradual£d from the Unil>ersity of 
CaUfomia at Loo Angeles in 1936 
with a degree in business 
admlnl$tralloo and engineering. 

fie mo,,ed to Fresno in 1936, 
where he started his bu.<lness 
career with Kyle & Company, a 
s1£el distributor and fabricator, 
with plants In Fresno and 
Slocl<lon, California. The 
oompany was lnwlwd in 
emnsive shipbuilding activities 
during World War 11 In Stockton. 
Kyle and Company was sold to 
PlttsburJ! l>t$ Moines St.eel in 
1951. 

proudly shipped to the Whitt flouse from Yreb on the Yrelca Westtm 
Railroad. 

Aller 1956 he l0l uired ten 
other rail lines """'-' the 
00\mtry, and Kyle Railways, Inc., 
is the operator{'/ the Cumbres & 
Toltec Scenic Railroad. Among 
his oolleagues he earned the Ulle 
of "Mr. Shott Unes. USA' 

Mr. Kyle was acti\le in many 
so,rvia organizations. He served 
as the Pacific Regional \Ice 
President oC the American Short 
Une Railroad MSOciatioo from 
1969 to 1979, served IIS 

Chalnnan o{ the Board's 
Execut!Ye Committee from 1969 
to 1971, and was currenUy 
serving on the Board d 
OirectoB. He WIIS seltcttd .. 
Man oC the Year by M<xJtm 
R•llroads maQadne In 1967. Mr. 
Kyle served as Pl'esidmt oC the 
Fresno Builders Exchange in 
1954-1955. He was lnvolwd In 
SooutillJj, Rwry, and the Fresno 
zoo. 

In 1956 Mr. Kyle bought and 
operal£d Fede.ral Steel and 
Supply in Fresno. It was during 
this Ume, in 1956, by 
coincidence, that he became a 
short line railroad Ol)<rator. I le 
happened to be In a bank in San 
Frandsoo that was auctloolng an 
eight-mile link as part oC an 
estate salt. Nttr plbclng a 
con!eMIM bid and being 
,.jecttd, he was surprised a week 
lat<t when Uie bank called to 
nq!Otlatt a deal, as he had been 
the only bid<ler. Thus. he found 
himself the owner of the Yreb 

Willis B. Kyle 

su,v;,,;ng are his wife, Lois 
Kyle; two daughters, Caroline 
Parrish d Florida and l,\urie 
Sriell ol Australia; a son, stuan 
Kyle, or Burbank. California; 
-,, grandchildren; and ,.,. 
great-grandchild. 

Memorial donallons can be 
made to St. Agnes Hospita~ 1303 
!:. Herndon Ave., t'resnO. 

March 13, 1944 • Sepiember 2, 1991 

Wesl£m Raflroad in Sl:llcl}'Ou County, California. In 19~ the Halloo's 
first Christmas Tree from a forest west oC the Mississippi Rh>er was 

Enclosures 

11\ere are two extra enclosures 
In this issue of the Dispatch, 
which may be of Interest and 
benefit ta our readers. 

First, cnclo.,ed Is an order form 
ror ordering Frit:nds merchandise. 
t:Mlept in the event or the 
depletion of our supplies, 
mmllandise order,; received by 
December I 0, 1991 will be 
delivered In Um• ror Christmas. 

Sealnd, a letl<f lrom publisher 
Mark Smith ol J,aa;matfve & 
Hai/way Presetvalian magazine 

Invites our members to be 
subscribers to L&RI' under their 
"Common lnttrest Program" that 
olTers a discount to our members 
for subscribing and renewing to 
that maaa,ine. In addlUon, the 
Friends w!U """"" flnanclal 
support from the magil2lne for 
each subscription. 

These e.ndo.wm ate being $tnl 
ID you ror your conslderalloo. We 
want you to know that all pro/its 
from merchandise sales and 
subsaipUons ID L&RP magazine 
will assist the Friends In our -1< 
to help prese,ve and ,.store the 
railroad. 

Calllornla 93710 and the Fresno ZoolcJlljcal Society, 891 W. Belmont 
Ave.. Fresno, California 93701 

In Memoriam 
The Friends ol the CUrnbt-n ci Toltec Scenic Railroad 

grateluUy acknowledgu oontrlbotlans lhal have bttn made to 
our organizalion in memory oC family membeB or friends who 
have _.i awiy. 

In m•lllDIY of Melvin Story, lather oC Craig Siory, by Malcolm 
and Martha Macby. 

In memory d Kip, fosier son d Paul ·rnnt, by James 
BOlkrlty, ' 
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497 Arrives! 

Cc,llinucd from Page 1 

AlthouRh the C&TS had 
previously owned 3 examples or 
the K•37 dass or locornotlves 
(nos. 492, 494, 495). noot or 
these engjnes has operated since 
before the abandonmenl o/ the 
narrow gauge by the Denver & Rio 
Grande West.em Rail(Oad. Sh-.ce 
the 497 is in fully operating 
oondltlon, the C&TS should ha\le 
a K-37 operating oo its track< In 
1992. 

111e K-37 da~ is a unique and 
lntetesting da.'l.S or ~n2h)CS.. The 
497 and the other 9 engines of IL\ 
class were rebuilt al the Denve:r & 
Rio Crande Westem's Burnham 
Sholl< in Oenwr from C•4 I dass 
standard-gauge 2-8-0 Baldwin 
enjlines built in 1902. 1'he 
n,buildlng took place In 1928 and 
19.'lO after the soccess of the K-36 
engines had become evldenL 
Enll)ne no. 497 was originally bullt 
by H.atdwin as ,erial number 
2052 I, pulled will\ a lfilClivt-effort 
of 40,893 pounds, wclllhed 
182.000 pounds wilhoul ils 
tender. and operated at 200 
pounds of boiler pressure. 497 

8,/ow; f:n/.~ne oo. 4!17 oo the 
1o .... boy /rock in the Chama yard, 
near the IW$I end of the line. 
Odober JO, 19/JJ. Photograph by 
&,rl Knoob. 
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was originally numbered 1103 and 
was subs,quenlly renumbered 
l 003 berore being c:ooverttd lo 
narrow ~auge. Al the lime of 
n;building. the Rio Crande 
purchased from Baldwin 2-S-2 
runninQ qear', very similar to tht 
outside frame runnln.1i1 s:iear of the 
K-36 locomollves built by (laldwln 
in 1925. Mer lls oom,ersloo to 
narrow gauge In 1930 the 497 
pulled with a l!acU"" effort o( 
37,100 pounds, and wci"htd 
I 87,250 pounds (without ils 
ltnder). 

Locomollves of the Rio Grande, 
pu blislled by the Colorado Railroad 
Museum in I 980, discussed both 
the K-36s and the K-37s. The 
book states that the JO K-los and 
the JO K-37s ·were lhe mai"5ta)' 
ol fre.lghtservice on the Gunnison 
and Alamosa-FannJngton lines rar 
the remaining years of operation. 
lnilially, the K•37s v.-ere used on 
the Cunnjson lines and the K<l6$ 
west of AlamOA, but in la.teryears, 
as traffic patterns shirted. 5 of the 
K-37< were exchanl!ed with K-36$ 
(or service over CUmbres. where 
lhty cwld h•ndle l more 
addiUon>I car: Eniline 497 ,... 
last shopped by the Rio Crande in 
Alamosa In the sprina or 196 7 and 
only was operaltd by the Rio 
Grande through the fall of 1967. 
Thereaf\er it was stored setviceable 
in OuranQO. Hence, when the 
OuranllO & Silverton took °""r lht 
Sil,,.rton line in l 981, this was the 
first K-37 engjne that the O&S 
considered (or service on the 

s ,"';1 

~ :i 

branch, and ltenltffd their .,Nice 
during the summer of 19SI. 

The presence of engine 497 in 
Chama came as the result oi a 
trade negotiated between the 
OutanilO & Sllwrton and the 
Cumbres & Tolt.ec Scenic Rallroad 
Commission. There was previous 
precedent for such a trade. In 
1982 the O&S needed addiliOnal 
passenger equipment, and a trade 
was neil<)IJaltd between the C&TS 
and the D&S In which we 
transferred two 9600 cia,s pipe 
gondolas to the D&S In exchange 
for a piece of tradt equipment 
called a billast lamper. The 
particular piece of equipment that 
the C&TS ~ was the only 
narrow-(l"ul!e ballast tamper ever 
owned by the O&RCW. The pipe 
gondolas traded to the D&S were 
rebuilt as open-sided gondola 
passenger cars. 

in mid-summer 1991 the D&S 
proposed thal lhe C&TS 
Commission consider ex.changing 
the Ol)trable K-37 engine 497 for 
one of our Inoperable K-36 
engines (either 482 or 483 at their 
choice). Mer 6 >•,..,. of operation 
of no. 497, the O&S had 
det.ermined 1h31 the slillhUy 
increased size and weillht of the 
K-37 class loctJmotiv< was 
oonsiderably harder on their track 
than was the K-36 class. The 
Silverton branch has c:oosiderably 
sharper OJJ"VeS than exist on our 
narrow-siauge maJnJine, where the 
K-37 class engines were lnltnded 
to be Ol)trated. In 1970 the States 
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Above: Enf#n, no. 4!17 oo w 
low-boy /rock. Odob,r l 0, 19/J 1. 
Pholograph by Earl Knoob. 

of Colorado and New Mexico 
pun:lwtd ror the c&TS a toW of 
6 K-36 engines from the O&RCW, 
lncludln11 the 2 presenUy 
Inoperable engines and the 4 
engines that are now operating 
(noo. 4a-4, 437, 488, 489). M~ 
amounts <i time and money 
would ha\le been necessa,y to 
restore either 482 or 483 10 
operatlng condition. The 482 had 
not run since approximately 1958; 
and 483 has been out of service 
!l= 1977. No. 483 was the only 
elllline Ol)trable at the lime of 
pun:hase of the railroad In 1970. 

Following receipt of the 
proposal, both sides undertook 
extensiYe inspectlons in order to 
determine if the propooal was 
feasible and desirable. 
Representatives of Kyle Railways 
on behalf or th• C&TS 
Commlsslon traveled 10 Durango, 
rode Engioe 497 ID Slh>erton and 
back. ilnd subsequently inspected 
the inlerior of its boiler. The 
engine was round 10 be In sound 
condllioo. Chedcs with the 
necessary regulailJIY authorities 
assured the Commission thal the 
•nlline would be able to operalt 
on our Interstate route. By the 
wne Wktn, by mid-Sepltmb<r, 
199 I, the jacketing had been 
removed fran engine 482 to reveal 
its boiler, and representaliYes of 
the O&S came 10 Chama rrom 
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Durango lo canfully lrlSl)tcl 482. 
Aller a lhoroug)i inspection of 
both locomotives, rtprtsentatives 
ol lhe D&S determined that the 
482 would require less boiler work. 
We were pleased with their 
decision to s,lect 482 rather than 
433, because engine 483 holds a 
special s,ntimental attachment to 
the many people woo worked so 
hard lo ensure the success ol the 
new railroad In the early 1970s. 
We are looking fOfWard to 
someday reswring el\jljne 483 lo 
operating <Xlndition. which now 
remairu in the Chama yard. 

Once the inspections were 
complete, lhe C&'fS Commission 
as well as D&S Pr1?$1dent Charles 
BJadshaw approved the txchanii, 
and lhe moving proass began. 
The trucking was charu?red, and 
on Tuesday, October 8, 1991, the 
497's tender came to Chama from 
Durango. Eiigine 482 was then 
pushed to the west end ol lhe 
C&TS near the old sawmIU (the 
old main line to Durango, which 
ol ooun, had been severed In 
1970), where it was loaded on a 
low-boy truck fOt ill Joum,y to 
Durango. On Wednesday, October 
9, 1991, personnel from the C&TS 
supervised the loading ol engine 
497 In Durango. The neit 
morning 497 lefi Ouran110 and 
ll>vtled through Pa~ Spring,. 
to Chama. whert It arrilled at 3:30 

p.m. Thert ii was oflloaded from 
the low,boy truck m to the track 
using diesel no. l 9 as motive 
pov,-er and a flat car for s,paratioo. 
Because ol height clearance 
requiremen~ the cab venWator 
and the smoke stack ol engine 497 
were remowd prior to highway 
transportallon. Late Thursday 
afiemoon the tender from the 482 
was loaded and subsequently went 
to Duran11<>, 

The CUmbfes & Toltec Soenlc 
Railroad Is delighred to have 
enjljne 497 In iu looomotl\/t stable 
as an example ol the largest and 
most powerful motlYe power eYer 
used on the Rio Clllnde narrow 
Qaulje. C&TS General Manager 
Jo, \l!Jtil stared that 'with this 
large.r engine, at least on< 
addlllonal car can be hauled up 
the mountain without the 
necessity to doublehead, which 
>hould cut down on costs and •lso 
saw wear and tear on other 
Jocomotlves.' Superintendent F.atl 
Knoob stared that: 

'The acq ulsltlon ol the 4 97 Is 
•~ificant both hiswrically 
and operationally. F'rom an 
()ptrationai standpOint lhe 
C&TS Is In need of a 5th 
locomotive to allow <Yentual 
expansion of our passenger 
servk:e as v.'eU as to l1low us 
to doubl<head trolns m days 
when spedaJ trains are run. 

F'rom • historical standpoint 
the 497 ls the ooly one of Ii. 
clas& in Oll<rallon tod.ly, and 
will probably remain so for 
the f0tes,eabl< fuwre. The 
K-37 clas& was the largest 
nonartlculared 3-foot gauge 
sream JocomollYt tYer buil~ 
and 497 l)f()bobly remains as 
the Wl!eSt 3-(oot QaUQe 

steam looomotJ\le tn serw:e 
IDday." 
Thus, one ol the most exclUn~ 

evenu for mi11)1 years on the 
C&lS took place at the end of a 
Yery wcassful s,asnn. Not only 
Is 1992 expected to be a year of 
continued growth for the railroad, 

but K-37 clas& engine no. 497 will 
be back hauling cars up Cumbres 
Pass f0t the first time since 
I 968--.;tlrnosl 25 years! 

Editor's NOie: Thanks to 
WIiiiam lock. Earl Knocb, and Jee 
Htrlfo,d for rontribuling to and 
preparing this arlkk. Also, a charl 
al oomparlson raUnJIS and 
.Utlstk:s for 1M K-37 ,ng;,,.. is 
prtS#ntM bek,w. 

&low: Off-loading no. 497. 
~I no. I 9 is in 1M ba<:/q/rwnd. 
October 10, 199/. Ph-Otoaraph by 
f!:.,tf Knoob. 

The Heaviest D&RGW Narrow-Gauge Motive Power 

Cmlpan,Uw Data C-41 Standard Cauge K-37 Narrow Caul!< K-36 Na,row Cauge 

Numbers Original: 1101-1130 490-499 480--489 
Renumbered: 1000-1029 

Bullde.r Baldwin Baldwirvo&RCW Baldwin 

Whetl Amnljtment 2,3-0 2-3-2 2-8-2 

Tracilve Effort 40,893 37,100 36,200 

Boiler Pressure 200 psi 200 psi 195 psi 
. 

Weight of Engine OnlY 182,000 181,250 187,100 

Weight with to:.ded Tender 302,000 . 307,250 286,300 

W•ter Capacity o(Tender 6,000 gal 6,000 gal s,ooogai 
Coal Capacity of Tender 9.0 tons 9.0 Ions 9.5 Ions 
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Scenes from the Early l 900s Photograp~ from the Enos J. Strawn Collection 

We thank Kay Carson S£rawn 1,e~;s of Santa F'e, a long-time member of the f'tle1lds, for [living u.< permissien 10 reproduce pho/ographs from 
lhe cclk<:lion of h<r gran<lf.,her, F:l>OS J. S1r•~n. K;,y has also ser,,:d as a car allen<la/11 o,, our Noonlight Tr.in. 

Kay dOCtJmenled her [rJ,milts invo/vf:menl wilh the Denver & Rio Grande Railway in a paper wrillen al the University of New Mexico in !'rofessor 
{}oo;J/d Culli!r~ c"1.<$ on the HISlory of New Mex/oo. Passages from lh< paper are fl/•"11 be/Qw 10 provide the co,I/e:<1 for the phowg,aphs. 

"One hundred years auo, in 
1882, Samuel Stauffer McBride. 
my fa ther's makmal grandfalher. 
amt to E.'if)2u'l()la, New Mexk:o, 
emplol'•d by the ()enver & Rio 
Craade Railway as stalion agent 
In l 884, James Carson Strawn, my 
father~ paternal grandfather, 
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mov,:d to Pagooa Springs, 
C-Olorado, Lo become lhe O&RC 
slllUon ag,nL These two men 
be~an a family Lt>diliOn of 
railtoodill{I'. la.«ing for lht next 
SilCly ye.ll'S..-

The Strawn side o/ the famUy 
worked on different branches o( 

lhe O&RC. James Carson Strawn 
... served as agent at Pagosa 
Sp~nll-< for kn years, mCNing then 
lo Del Norte, Monk Vi<ta, and 
finally to Farmington as agent In 
1905. The Strawn sons, Enos, 
James, and Jesse Lee were hired 
by the D&RC also. Jesse was a 
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boomer, moving (rom one railroad 
lo the nexL At a1,se nineteen, 
Enoo, my gran<lfather, began as 
ticket age.nt in Durango. He 
leam<!d brakinA and evenl\lolly 
became a cooductor wo,king the 
Durango.Alamosa run, among 
others. Th.al run over Cumbres 
Pass was a terror to him: deep 
snow drift.< oflen blocired lhe way 
and a rotary snowplow would ha\oe 
IO be caUed IO clear the traci<s. 

Enos Strawn also worked lhe 
Chili line, and while so doing met 
and married Sara (',enevre (C.ne) 
McBride, my grandmolher, in 
1913. Gene's sister. Ethel, 
married Jack Law, who was an 
engineer, In 1889. 

The McBride bo)-s, Rollo, Frank, 
and Fred, all hired on wilh the 

U;F'T': The McBride family an<I 
Olhers on the p/al/o,m of tht 
fi:spdno/d S111Jion. 

BELOW LEFT: c,ixx..e no. 0559 
in the Cmma >·arr!, 1905. Enos 
Strawn if at the left. 

BF:WIY RIGHT: lY-m/,r 1906 on 
CUmbres /'ass. The /,ad 
kxxxnOlive is blocked by a snow 
slid• below Win<ly PoinL 
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D&RC. RoUo wort,ed for a few 
years berore moving to Seallle. 
Prank was it Ucket agent at Santa 
Pe and :several of the small 
Colorado towns. Pre<l was also a 
llckel agent at Santa Pe .... 

Samuel McBride retired >L lhe 
mandatory age o/ 70 
years .... -Son-in-law Jack Law was 
for many years on the run 
between /\111.0nito and Santa Fe. 
EnosJamesStra\'.'11.Jr., m}' father, 
recalls riding the Chill line as a 
chikJ. He remembers lhe 
slowness, lhe scarcity o/ 
passengers. and the small Size of 
Lhe trajns, whkh were rarely on 
Ume and made stops when e:Yen 
passengers were required IO help 
clear lhe tracks of deblis after a 
heavy rain. 

In 1940 my parenl$ made lhe 
lrip so my mother could see what 
ii had been like lo ride Imm Santa 
Fe lo Espanola. The engineer let 
her ride in the cab. ll was the last 
chanc; because in 1941 lhe Chill 
line was dismanUed.' 

RIC/IT: The Nc/Jride family in 
the parlor of lhe F,.1p,11()}/t SIAIJon, 
•bout /!I()(). Sdmuel St.uffer 
NcBr'Hfe I< at U>e ltfl, ar>d his wife, 
Ella, Is next to him. Sara Cenevre 
is also ~aled al the table. 
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TOP LEFT: Wreck al bridge oo. 
.196d, • few milts norlh of San/JI 
Fe, about /910. 11>e pile driver 
0/J is on the ground. 

TOP H/Gf/7': PaJl(JSa SprlnsJS, date 
unknown. Ccmpar, to the 
pholograph al high water. 

Rti'ffl': fli/1h water al Pago,;, 
Springs, Ocl(J/)er 6, 1911. 
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L E T TE R S T O T H E FRI E NDS 

Readers •reenooura/l<d to ,mu, on •nyu,pk;pertinent 11) the worltofthe F'rltnds •nd the hf$11JtY, pmervaticn, and fnterprttaticn of the Cumbt'e$ 
& Tolttc Sank Railroad. Send ,our lellJ:f$ to the tditor JI: J 3117 4,Slll Street, Los A/amo,s, HM 87544. All letters ,.;n be ocJrnowi,dg,d and JOmt 

tdflin/1 may be dct'lt 11) co,,se,w s,,ac,. 

RtctnOy I have become a 
member of the Fritnds d tht 
Cumbru & Tolltc Scenic Rallrold 
and have received the n<w 
member material and the 
neW$1etter within the past _,., 
weeks. 

In retmspecl I don't know why 
It has Ill.ken me so long to Qtl Into 
the 0111anizatJon. COO$lderlng I 
ha"' been a dyed,in-the-wool 
narrow ~uger since August 1940. 
when I made my Orst trip to 
• Mecca" from Chicago. I have 
made many trips since \hen, ewn 
to abandooed lines as weU as to 
Alamosa, MIOl\ito, Chama, and 
OuranQO. 

Al this time I would like to lake 
out another membership ror a 
faithful narrow ~~• who used 
to """'[ with me when the Rocl(y 
Mountain Railroad Club ran the 

What I Did 
Last Summer 

In tht i.st issue wt repe,ted on 
th, _..of tht Right-cf-Waycrtw 
dun'rtll tht summer work ~s. 
In otder ID set the rtaxd $1J'aiflht 
ilboUl lhe crtw;S 8CCOffl· 

pliShmen/s, we •re h•ppy 11) 

pre$t.nt a communicil.tion reanlly 
recei•'f!d from Cal Smllh, the aew 
leader. 

Dear Teacher, 
You told us last June that we 

should 'Nf'ite about our summer 
vaaUon. so here it is. 

Al Sublette there was a man 
who had a realJy runny car and 
trailer which ran on the railroad 
lradcs. We put all our painl and 
lOOls and lunches and stuff on the 
trailer. There were some big black 
and whil< pieces o( ,-()()d OQ the 
trailer. The man said wt had to 
crank the engine to start his car. 
Wt cranked ii and it popped and 
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three-cuy trips unUI the mid 
l 960s. tie now liws in an 
out-d-tht-way pl..,. and ls unable 
to Rf"L away from there even 
ovemigh~ let alone oo • trip to 
Colorado and 1/ew MelUCO. Tut 
C&TS ~ •eh will be d iu,at 
Interest and btnent to him.-

can't make the work session 
this Augusl. but when next year 
rolls around I hope to be oul there 
for both d them .... 

RU$$tll P. Treptow 
Springfield, MO 

Wt wtk:om• the new mtmber 
ID the Fn,ntb and va/u, his 
lnteresl and support, just as wt 
appreciare the rontributlon of 
every mtmMr, wht!lMr M or she 
f)drtlcif)dres or doesn1 fJdrtldfJd&, 
fn the volunteer _.. 5'SSIOfls. 

banged and we all go( on the car 
and the man pushtd some lelltn 
and thing> and with lots more 
popping and ban!ling we went olf 
down the nilroad tsack. 

We came to a white sign which 
didn't say anything and a oouple 
of the Friends got olf with paint 
and stuff and l)ftlty soon ooe side 
of the sign said El!Tf:R 
COLORADO and the other side 
said ENTER NEW M£XJCO. 

While lhooe guys were roong 
the sign the other l'riends popped 
off down the track until they came 
to a place whert a big whil< pi<ct 
o/ wood had [alien down. It 
looked all rotten. We threwooe d 
the new pieces of wood off the 
trailer and they tool< out SM\lds 
and stuff and be~n to dig in the 
rocl<s and dlrL All<r a lot d 
digging and pufAng we look the 
new pOOl and stud< il in the hole 
and painted ii usin~ pieces of Un 
with hollow numbers in them. 
The number> said 295. 

Then the man with the car 
came back and said It WM Ume to 
meet the train. I had neve:r met a 

£:;,di rontribution, whatewr form 
ii takits, is im}>Orlanl to lhe 
pmervatfon and resioraticnofthe 
rai/mad. 

In June l 9911 atll!nded my Rrst 
work seuJon, and I 1!0t hooked oo 
the F'l1cnds. (That seems to be a 
problem with n<W<Xlmers.) I came 
.. a lllfl·•lonA with my father, 
Ted, and my brother, ~ - Aloog 
with Marl< Yau:s. Bill llimon. 
Chuck and Celeste Curran, and 
Creg Roberts, we wori<td on the 
Car inspector's House at Cumbres. 
What an experience! 

I haYe neYer met more 
dedicated people than this group. 
I er,joyed tffl'Y minute of my time 
in Chama and can only express 
dlsappolnlrnenl in not being able 
to retum in AuQusL Looldnll at 

train btfon, so I was prtUy excil.ed 
about lhaL Tut man said l would 
be ""n more excitl:d If we didn't 
meet the train al what he called 
the siding, We wenl lo where the 
tracks divided. We went onto one 
of them. There was a sll!n that 
said 61C 110RII. While we walled 
for the train we painted the sign. 
Each ume we walled for the ualn 
at the RIC HORN siding we 
painted that sign some more. It 
looks pretty good now. 

We heard the whisUe and a lot 
o( puffin11, Tut steam engine 
came around the CUM! with Its 
llllhl on and lots o( black smoke 
reaching up lnlo the s!QI. I see 
why all these fl1tnds think that 
old !rains and ~!roads are pretty 
n<aL 

$ome()nt told rn;, that In three 
work days we put in rm new 
mileposts and one whisUe board. 
We leu.ered four SUtJ: llne signs 
and painted aooO,er ooe. And we 
fixed lwo mileposts that were not 
In the ground stra[gltL We also 
painted these two mlleP(ISts. I got 
lots o( paint on me too. 

C&TS Dispatch 

all the pictures in the Dlopatch 

brought back many great 
m<rTIOl'le>. IL was wonderful to 
see that most o/ the work was 
finished. 

I would llke to thank Ml')<)n< 
for maldna me feel so welcome. 1 
am so proud to be a part of this 
0111anlzatioo. l loolc forward to 
seeing everyone next year. 

Stodallamm 
Miami, F1orida 

Mark your calendar ... 

The 
Moonlight Train 

June 13, 1992 

C&TS Receives 
Federal Funds 

The Cumbf<S & Tultec Scenic 
Railroad will realvt ssso,ooo from 
the l 992 Comm<~. Jusllct, 
Slat<, and Judiciary ,lpprOl)rialionS 
Bill signed by President llu5h a 
few days before this issue of the 
C&TS Diopateh went to the 
printer. 

Tut mooey will be used to 
restott looomollllt no. 463 and to 
bulld three new passenQer cars. 
No. 463, a K-27, 2,8-2, was buill 
by the Baldwin Locon1o1ive Work, 
in 1903. Cent Autry ~I ii 
from the D&RCW in 1955, and he 
donated ii to the town o( Antonito 
[n l 972. Lal.er, Antonito sold il to 
the C&'l'S for one dollar. 

No. 463 Is one d two 
locomotives of ils class In 
exi.stence. 'Ole other, no. 464, is 
on the Huckleberry Railroad in 
Michigan. 
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"Merry Christmas to the Friends 11 

from Hank Ketcham 

December 27, J 987. 
DENNIS THE MENACE® used by permission of Hank Ketcham and O by North America Syndicate. 
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,___M_E_E_T_D_I R_E_C_T_O_R_._._. __.I .... I __ V_I_D_E_O_R_E_V_I _E_W _ _ _, 

HOWARD BUNTE 
Claremont, caufomia 

If yoo see me al work. )'OU would say, 'typical junior-high teacher of 
American hislory: In addition lo worlong with early adolescents, I haw 
also served as my local ltachers' association president and have helped 
the state tcachtrs' organi-zaUon with its curriculum committees. Mos.t 
of my adult lift has been spent in California, but evtn now I think or 
Illinois as my home sat<\. Husband, father or lhrtt, rider or the C&TS 
in 1971 lhe first Ume, and pilot. I am a person who tries to pass CNer the 
earth and leave 011ly a few fOOlprints and as few scars as possible. 

I was born in Kankakee, Illinois,• short distance from lhe Illinois 
Central mainline, and was an early-on watcher or the big. beautiful 
4·8•2s ,tompinQ across the Oatlands. Rernember how yoo thought 
thi~ "'""Id J1<?Ver change-and then the Brooklyn Dodgers mnved to 
t.a, Angek>.s? I remember thinking that I should take pholog,aphs to 
rooord lhe comings and go;~ of the big IC Mountains-and then they 
"'""' b'OOe. Within • six.week period the IC shifted to diesels. Cone. 
And lhe nostalll)a. the regret one hears In certain hill mu>ic. I came to 

Conl/nutd on Pa/It JI 

Oftl!dor Howard Bunte. 

Rotary Snowplow 
Through the Rockies 

Produced by Hai/way Productions, 8()8/ Sooth Madison, Suite 243, 
Indianapolis, IN 46227; 8(/(J.248-9670, »SA and MaslerCard acc,pltd. 
VHS or BETA. 60 minutes, $29.95 postpdid. 

It's been nine years since the Cumbres & Tolltc Scenic RaOroad ha, 
had to fire up a rotary snowplow to clear the famed and treacherous 
Cumbres Pass. Bul heavy snows during the wlnttr and the need to 
open the line for the I 991 loorisl season forced lhe C&TS to sprue, up 
authentic steam rotary OY to do ballle •g>inst the drlfltd snow oo May 
4 and 5, 1991, as il had done for the Rio Crande so many times. The 
Frltnds ol the C&TS ran a special train on Sunday to allow 
photographers to record this spectacular event, and the lmaQeS "'"'re 
right out o( a stack al Phll Haslinl!S prints. The crew al Railway 
Productioos was on hand (or both days, plus a few days previous, and 
they ha"" put together a ltlevlsion•qualily documentary of that magic 
weekend In May I 991 and about the history al snowfighUng on 
Cumbres. Not only is this tape of lasllng significance, Railway 
Production< will give SS.00 Crom e.>eh one sold lO the Fr1tnds al the 
C&TS to be put toward historic preservatlon. 

To illustrale the history of Cumbres snowr,ghUnll, in1erv1<,ws with 
rormer Chama-dispatched crew members. a farmer track•sid• resident of 
Cumbre> (yes. CUmbres actually had a resident) and a farmer telegraph 
operator who was stranded for thrtt -k> during one blizzard are 
lnttrmlxed with still photos and newspaper accounts (rom the old da)'S. 
Down al Chama, lhe OY is seen being spray painted before the trip, and 
Earl Knoob, a C&TS falure who is as much a part ol today's narrow 
aaug, as any Rio Crande man e11er was to the old D&RCW, give! a 
oomplelt tour of the workings o( a rotary from the wheel-man's cab to 
lhe cylinders to the fireman's scoop. I didn't reaOu how many people 
il requires to opera1e a rotary, or lhal the two cyUnders aren't directly 
oonnected to lhe blade•« to each olher1 

The action up on the hill is Impressive, and the pholography Is 
dramallc. The rol4l)I ha.< its own dlsllnct emausl which can be heard 
alonJl with the two locomoUves pushing IL The camera angles are 
varied with views looking up, down and across al lhe plow In weather 
ranging from near blizzard conditions to crystal clear blue skies. y,..,, 
from within the OY show what it takes to really run a rotary in the heat 
or batU.. Some a( the drills required mare than one 'shove' to gel 
through them. Just like the old days? One old timer recalls that while 
riding in the caboose he and others would merely reach out the wlnd0"' 
and make a mark ln the snow drirt. On the next show, sometimes he 
would see the mark go by, sometimes he wouldn't see: it at all 

Once"'"" the top. lhe two 2·8-2s split so one could power Sunday's 
pholoQfaphert special, which stalled al Windy Point, requirlng the plow 
train to a>sisl ii and then nrush clearing lhe line. Not a bad bit of action 
and drama, and all ol this ocamed, as the namtor points out, 30 years 
after the first space walk. 

In my opinion, Railway Productions is one of the best •editors' in lhe 
rallfan \/ldeo rield. This prol(ram combines the right comblnollon of 
action, interviews, anecdotes. background music and ln/ormauon to keep 
the tape mo,ing oomfartablywhile ltaching the viewer something. This 

Continued on Page 11 
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Governor Appoints Turner and WiJson to Commission 
Ntw Mexico Co><emor Bruce 

King has appointed Carl Turner of 
Santa Fe lo a three-),ear t,rm oo 
the Cumbm; & Toltec Scenic 
Railroad Commission. Turne<, 

who replaces Wayne Smith, was 
elected chairman of the 
Commission ror this )'ear. cart 
has previously served on the 
Commission. He is executM 

1992 Work Sessions Announced 
At ils recent meellng, the Board 

of Directors has appJ"OYed the 1992 
Summer WO<k SessiOns on the 
C&TS. In order lo S1ive three foU 
dayo of work and still allow 
volunteers ll> participate in the 
Moonlight 1'raln, the flrst wotlc 
session will be based in Chama on 
Wednesday, June JO, 1992, 
Thursday, June II, and Friday, 
June 12. The Moonlight Train will 
be Saturday, June 13, leaving 
Chama at the usual time in the 

Meet Director ... 

Continued from Pdflt Io 

feel toward thoot lost locoL 
Twenty yea.-. ago I wos passing 

through New Mexico, returning lo 
l:alifornla from IUinois with the 
ramlly. I hod read in a fan 
magazine that something was 
afoot In Chama. So I wen~ rode, 
gloried in i~ and went home with 
SOll\e incredible slides. 

1lme passed, are chanQed, and 
I rel1lrned ID Chama In 1986 
because a rnend had Sliven my 
wife, Terri, and me a wedding 
pres,nt o( lodlli"2 at the Rio 
Chama CampQrOUnd. Whllt 
walking the yard that August 
-kend before riding the train 
ne,1 day, we saw the people with 
Utlle badges and big smiles 
'M>l'king on the nonrevenue cars. 
Inquiring. we heard about the 
meeting that evening at the 
American Ltg;o,i hall. 

I lisltned hard ll> the people 
that evening dOing a kind of 

mid-aftAemoan for its round trip 
journey ll> Osier for a steak dinner 
and moonlight return. 

New in 1992 w!U be a worlt 
session headquartered in Antonito. 
COiorado. The second 1992 wort 
session will be ba.<ed In AnlOOlll> 
on Thursday, July 30, 1992. 
Friday, July 31, and Saturday, 
August I. Our Annual Meelinl! 
w!U be Salilrday, August I, In 
Antonito. This is the first time 
that a YOlunteer session has been 

particlpalay democracy whilst 
trying lo run an "'ganization of 
rebuilders and pnservallOnlsts; I 
lhouilllL they were doina pretty 
well. I also thought that I oould 
help by oomlng bade with my 
hammer and tools. 

I iOined the RJ>ilroad Club of 
New Meidco, and then the Fl1alds 
...,.n 11 came lnll> exJ~noe. 
Law, I fell that I could help a bit 
more by accepting a nomination 
and election as a Director. 
Particularly, as I am ,o rar away, I 
hope that my distlncr can help 
give perspective to the 
deUberaUono which go on among 
thoot living in the Roclly 
.Mountain West. 

Terri think.< thal the Volunt,ers 
are a wonderful, selr-select.ed 
group. The peoplt who oomt ID 
the summer wort sessions must 
not only be Lrue belieYers in 36' > 
56 l/2", but they must be handy 
with tools, quick ltmlers, 
cooperatll>e, willing ID put the 
Interests of the railroad first. and 
preUy intelligent al figuring out 
how ll> do things oorrectly that are 

manager of the New Mexico Rural 
Electric Coop Association. 

Co><ernor King has also 
reappoinred Spencer Wilson of 
Socorro lo the Commission. 

headquartered in Antonito since 
I 984, when YOlunteers scraped 
and painred engine 494 on static 
display In Antonito. This should 
g;.,. our YCllunteers a chance ID 
bwlme more ramlJjar with this 
side of the C&TS and at first hand 
ooserw some of the dynamics 
there that haYe propelled ride.-.hjp 
out o( Antonito ll> a new record In 
1991. 

Registration packels for both 
worlt ...sions w!IJ be mailed to au 

,....... OOYered in their home iOb 
descriptions. 

But as the Volunteers do these 
thlnllS, they are always aware of 
the entire membership of the 
Friends, whose dues and 
conlribuliono haYe made J)Otlsiblt 
the onaoillll hisLOric preservation 
wor1t on the C&TS. 

I feel strongly a debt ID the next 
generation, and I agree aboolutely 
with John Muir ll> •1ea.e it bett,r 
than .... round it• -{on the farm 
in Illinois my rather always 
preached the idea of the proper 
husbandryofthesOiO. Expanding 
that concept. I feel that wo are the 
trustees of the fuwre and must 
stme to do a< Muir said. We 
s.lJNe ll> achle\oe the oommon goal 
of leaving the C&TS more natural 
il'pearing. more reslOr<d, and 
more strengthened, while 
honoring that light and k>\lely 
quality which only the slim rails 

""""· But il Is not only hardware that 

.... labor ll) restore and -­
We stm,e ll> keep raith with the 
spirit of the men and women ol 
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Spencer is pru(....:,r of history at 
New Mexico lnsUwt, of Mining 
and Technology In Socono. He Is 
a Director of the Friends of the 
CUmbfts & Toltec:Sank:IQilro,d. 

members in apprmimately April 
1992. It is lmpor1anl ID send in 
your registration prompUy; this 
last )'U,I" we were forced ID lilm 
down YCllunteers because the sir.e 
of the YCllunteer ro,u had IIIOWfl 
,o large. Volunteering ID hell> on 
the railroad is a lrtmendousiy 
rewarding and run eXl)eriellC2 that 
you will not ,oon fora,L See you 
next sum.merl 

past times who honorably labored 
ID simultaneously feed their 
rarnilies, worlt at • oomplex and 
ol\,n dangerous crafl. stand 
together with honor for the 
dignity ol their work, and re,ceive 
just oompensallon for that work. 

How,rd Bunte has been• Director 
since 1989. 

••••• 

Video Review 

CooUnu<d from PaJI' Jo 

Is a fine progyarn worthy of 
archival status at a modest pric.e, 
and the proceeds are going ID a 
good cause--M.O. 

IWlhn • IW1roMI. Oclom 
1991, reprinli!d with permission. 

ln Jarrtll, producer of /lotllt)' 
s,.,,.,.,,. '/IJroui1I th, RtJdtks 
andqwnerofRailwayProductions, 
Is• mtmMr of /ht IWtndr. 
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D&RCW 497, Durang,, Colorado. September 26, I !167. l'l>o/i)(/raph by E.W. Rcbart Col_kclJon of J.P. lletcford, Ir. 

Friends of the Cumbres &Tollec 
Scenlc Railroad, Inc. 
7801 Academy NE, Building 2, Suite 102 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Spencer Wilson 
Box 1939 
Socorro, NM 87801 

Non-Pro£it 
Organiz:iition 
U.S. Po.ug, 

PAID 
Albu,querq_ue, NM 
Permit ~~. 1710 

Spencer


