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Tank Cars Arrive in Chama! 
By Bill Lock 

One of the major dreams al the 
Fl1tnds bas b«n fulfdled. Six 
narrow~(rame tank cars have 
arri\-ed in Cham~ New Mexico, to 
resume their hlslorical role on the 
narrow-gauge Une. 

In the february 1992 issue of 
the C&TS Diopatcb. we presented 
the detalled stay or how this 
missing class or freight cars was 
located and acquired. In this issue 
we oomplete the slofy of how the 
cars came back to the Rocky 
Mountains. 

Thanks to the Union Tank Car 
Company, member Ch.mos Brown, 

and aU of our members, the 
Friends ·was able lo purchase six of 
the ortginal lTJ'W( narrow,frame 
tank can; Lhal roamed throughout 
the Denver & Rio Crande Western 
narrow.gauge system. These ca.rs 
were used unlil 1963, when they 
were sold for scrap by the DcliRCW 
and subsequently sold by Lhe 
saapper to the Whi!A: Pass & 
Yukon Railroad in Ska~way, 
Al><b. 

From VoncouYer to Alamo.a 

In the ran of 1991 the ~ 

Plus; lum lo l}dgt 4 

In this lss<ie we finish the 
series of artlcles about the 
nam,w.gauge tank ars. Alli 
Loek d..atbes the arrival or the 
car,; in Alamo.a, the Dedication 
Ihm. and Lhe transporting of 
Lhe car,; to Chama. On page$ 6-
7 Janet Rupley lrllC<$ the route 
of the tank cars from British 
Columbia to New Mexico. And 
on page 8 Claude Morelli writes 
about the Cramps operations in 
and around Chama and in 
Alamosa, and about the oil 
traffic on the DcliRCW between 
the two lOWllS. In the February 
1992 ls.sue we presented the 

-- -

stay of how the mlssh\l! tank 
cars were round and acquJred, 
and a historical sketch of the 
Cramps oil fleld. Thank yo<1 to 
ev<ryOne inY<J!Yed in preparing 
~ fine article$. 

The July issue of lhe C&TS 
Dfopatcb will be a $<lmm<r 
Sl)<cial hiw,lighling the June 
volunt.ttr work se$S.ion and lht 
role or Antonito. Colorado, in 
preservlrut the O&RCW narrow. 
gauge line and in the early year,; 
of the C&'l'S. We wOI a.Jso 
preview the July work session 
and the friends Annual Meeting 
in Antonito. - Th• Editor 

Sane in early March I 992 in the C&TS yard in Chama, showing UH: lank a,,. back home. Th< Lite winter sncwfall In ChAma must haW! made 
UH: lank c:,,. feel ...,,, much at home aner almost thirly ,~ars in /lhJs/ra. P/1/)/J)//raph by Earl Knoob. 
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The C&T6 Dllpatch is published by lhe Friends oC tht Cumbm 
& Tottec Scenic RA!lrold, Inc., P.O. Bo,i 222, Chama, New M~oo 
87520. The Friend& oC lhe Cwnbn,s &: Tolt,c Scenlc Railroad i< a 
New Mexico nonpro4ll corporation. 

The Fllerm is dedicated to the preservallon and lnttrpretallon 
of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic llailroad, a 64•mile-long operaljng 
railroad and museum of railroad history and technology between 
AntmllO, Coloodo, and Chama, New 1'1e.Jco. The raflroad ls owned 
bY Colorado and New JlwlCko and operated by Kyle RaJlways, Inc. 
V()lun~rs f n:,m the P'rltn4s l)ave been especially acU11e In restoring 
and P,...."ing equipment and building:< on the line. 

Funily membmhlp in the Friends is $20.00 per year. All 
contributions are fully tax deductible and will be J!ralt(ully 
accepted. Pltast writt toil$ ln Chama for Information about the 
Priend._ The Cumbru & Tolle<: Scenic RaJlmad l< bo<h a National 
and a Stalt Regist,red I llsto,lc Site. 

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 

N 

t NEW MEXICO 
Denver&. Rio Grande ~ilway. 1880 to 1921 

Denver&. Rkt Grand~ Wclllcm R1iln:wad ~ 1921 W 19'70 
Cumb~ &: ToJt.ec Scel'\k KaUl'Qlld • 19'70 to prl..'1:iimt 

01992 Friend• o,( the Cumbtt• &t "tollec S«nk JtltJroad, Inc.. 

PRES ID ENT'S COLUMN 

'I1ie 
Wiiufy Point 

In p/dCe of the trJ!Ular Windy ftJint rrm,rks by Ft1end, Prts/dent Bill 
leek, wt fJ{'t5tlll the following addrm that h• g;,..,. al the recent Board 
of Direcltir$ meeting. 

PRESIDENT'S STATE OF THE ORGANIZATION TALK 
MID-WINTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 
MARCH 7, 1992 

IL is appropria!Ae to mrt out till$ very signif,cant lloard meeting wllh 
a rew remarks providlnR you with an 011erview of our organization. 
Today, we will be going into great detail about many aspects of our 
QfJlaniz;c1,Uon. buL it is impOrtanl not. to lo5e pe:rs.pective or where we are 
and what we have been able to accomplish. 

March 1992 ls the fourth anniversary o( the founding of the Friend$. 
In 1988 we ended the year with just Oller 100 members-which was a 
great start. Ho,,..,..,, by tilt end of 1991 we had 763 members. At the 
pment Ume we have 785, JndudlnQ many new Im members. It Is my 
fond hoce and goal during 199'2 to pas:s 1,000 in tolal membership. If 
we are able to do sq, we would be keeping or exceeding a 50 percent 
ii,owth rate each year. Let there be no doubt: any organizalion lrull 
can grow 50 percent each year is doing something righU 

Our contributions ha11e similarly Rrowri, fTilrn just a few thousand 
dollars In tolal coolribuUons In 1988, In 1992 I antldpate and h""' 
pl'Ol)O.<td by way of a budget that we ,.;11 receive alm05t $40,000 in 
contribullons. While this is a \Oery large amoun~ one or the real 
challenges that we have before us is lo find ,ources or s,gr,incant 
additional rewnue to fund the projects that are n«:essary for us to 
undertake In the future. 

M you review our 1992 Propooed Budge~ yoo will see that oompleting 
our responsibilities in the area or acquisition of new cars wiU Umit the 
amounts we ha>'< Milable lO RO into rtStoraUon acilviUes. While I 
regrel this limitalion, we must keep a pro1)er perspecU11e. In the last 
fifieen months we have completed lhe acqulslUon or nrtten new pieces 
or roUing stock for the Railroad-two mndard-gauge boi«:arn, a short 
refrigerator car, slx stock cars. as well as the six tank cars. Counting the. 
Colo<ado Railroad Museum's two tank can; and valuing the donated 
transponaUon, the tank-car project came to SI 00,ooo-a massive project 
[Of' any organbation, yet alone a new one. 

We have •loo made tremendous progress In delegating varloos 
resl)OnSibiliUes oC the org.,.nl.aUon. Th• Newsletler Committee, under 
the leadership of Arl Nichols and Stelle Schroeder, is a wholly 
sel[,sufficient commltree oompOSed or ba.<icall)' non-Board members. 
Th• ProJ<ru Committee under Glenden C.Steel has oontinued lo do 
outsl>ndlng work, and the Organizational COmmiltee under the 
leadership or Bill Kepner has done marvelous work lookinA to the future 
o( the Frtmls. 

I think that yoo wlll see today the challenges that""' have In !ronl of 

Pk•se tum to p,g, 5 

Page 2 C&TS D.ispalch Vol. 5 No. 2 



Fourth Annual Moonlight Train 
TlclrelS are selling fast for the 

numing o/ the f'ourth Annual 
Moonlight Train. This ewn~ 
sponsored by the ~s, began 
In 1989 and has been a very 
POPUiar event with both members 
and non-members. 

The !rain leaves Chama for 
Osier at 3:15 on Saturday 
afternoon, June 13, 1992. After 
two photo runbys, the train is 

scl\eduled toarriveatOsierat 7:00 
that evening for a complete steak 
dinner. The new dining hall at 
Osler Is a wonderful fa.:Uity for 
this event and n<>l only allows 
warm Indoor dining but also an 
OOPOrWnity for a visit to the 
spacious, well-stocl<td gift shOI), 

A discoont on Uclo,IS for the 
event is another one of the many 
benefilS of membership in the 

The Friends Say "Thank You" ... 
... to the Chama Valley 

Supennarloet for all its kindnesses 
during our work sessions, and 
especially for its generosity in 
donaling a significant amount o/ 
rcxx1 to our '-IQunt.eers during the 
199 I work sessions. Proprietor 
Mawun Conales has really gone 
out o/ her way 10 make us feel at 
home In Chama and to 
demonstrate her belief that our 
volunteers are making a real 

Tools Needed 
Charles Emery, uader or the 

Tool car crew, has released a list 
o/ tools needed to upgrade and 
enlarge lhe Tool Car inventory. If 
ioo want to donale any o/ the 
following ilems. bring them with 
}'Otl to either lhe June or July 
work <tsslon. 

difference In the preservaUon o/ 
lhe Railroad. 

... to Cedro Publlshlng and its 
owner Charles Dlllefsen for 
donating 1992 '4lendars lo our 
summer volunteers this year. 11le 
'41endar is the beautiful Colorado 
Narrow Gauge Calendar from lhe 
Colorado Railroad Museum. 
Cedco also publ~ olher wry 
Interesting calendars and books. If 
)'OU want lo recehle their catalog 

tap and dies. UP to •nd 
Including t In. and machine 
screws 
wood and metal files 
wood rasps 

steel bits: fractional se~ 
numbered drills. a.nd l<tter 
set 

Special Offer to Friends 
You will nolice that mailed with 

lhis issue of the lllapatch io a 
catalog and order form from 
Mountain Automation Corp., a 
publisher in Colorado Springs. 
The Pre•idenL o/ Mountain 

C&TSRR Decals 
Dedicated Fllendl member Roy 

Rlluard, who regularly travels 
from New Jersey to work on the 
Railroad, has made • wonderful 
and subotanlial dooalion to the 
Friend$. He has prepared and had 
manufactured custom model 
decals featurinR the railroad as it 

Alltomation has been a long-time 
member of the F)lends and 
supJ)Orter of our prmrvaUon 
efforls. As we have done In the 
past, v.-e v.'Otlld like to give our 
members an opportunity to 

now exist, Joda}'--the Cumbres & 
Toltec Scenic Railroad. These 
decals in HO scale are also 
appropriate for SN3 modelers. The 
sets f••wre an or the lettering 
needed to make a oomplete train, 
including engines, pass,,niier 
equipment. and all freight 

Fllends-the IJclctlS are SS5 for 
adullS, but Friends recehle a $5 
dlsrounL A portion of the ticket 
price Is tax deductible as a 
donaUon to our work. Prol1ts 
from the Moonlil!ht Train have 
enabled us to purchase much• 
needed materials and equipment 
for lhe mtoralion o/ the Cumbres 
& Toltec Scenic Railroad. 

If )'OU have not purchased }'OUr 

or be placed oo their mailing list. 
please wrile Cedro Publishing, 
2955 Kerner Blvd .. San Rafael, CA 
94901. 

... to the Finl Natlonal Bank In 
AllM-"luerque for ilS support o/ the 
Friends in a number ol ways. 11"1e 
bank has helJJ<d us with our 
checking account for several years, 
and during the March 1992 Board 
of Directors meeUng the bank 
hasted I.he restoration seminar and 

hamme~: claw. ri-p, and 
sledge 
!IOO'>l<ls: square Pointed and 
tile spade 
wrenches: combinaUon,pipe, 
and cresQ?nt 
hand sa""'S 
squares: framing and 

purchase the quality books and 
lbpes that they distribute. We are 
sure: that you. wiJI enjoy these fine 
full-color bool<lets and video laP<S­
ln addition, Mountain Automation 
will pay the Pri<nds 25'JI o/ the 

equipment lettered for the C&TS. 
Roy has donated these decals so 
lhal they can be sold to Friends 
membe~ ror lL~ on lhclr model 
railroads. Prices are listed below. 
They can be ()O'dered through the 
~ off,a, In Albuquerque. 

This i.s a ~rtat opportunity For 
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ticket and woold like to do so, 
please write lo the Friends o/flce 
in Albuquerque as soon as pooslble 
(780 I Academy NE, Building 2, 
Suite 102, Albuquerque, t/M 
87109). 

A slide show is planned for 
Priday evening, June 12, In 
Chama. There will be no charge 
for this always Interesting show. 

the all-day Board meeUng In the 
histonc and reslored First NaLiooaJ 
Bank Building al Third and 
Central in downtown Albuquerque. 
We are especially pleased to thank 
the Trust Department of the Flrsl 
National Bank for allowing us to 
use this stalely facilily, 

Please suppOrt the businesses 
that have helped usl 

combination 
POil riveter 
chisels: cold and wood 
goose-neck wrecking bars 
$0'eW<lriYers 
channel locks 
pliers: standard and diagonal 

revenue eenerated. Tllererore. 
when you are ordering, be: sure to 

mention the Fliends and if 
possible use the enclosed order 
form. Thank )'Ou for )'()Ur 
supl)Ort. 

thooe fnends who are modeling 
the Cumbres & Tollec. 

5 Color I Jerald ....... S 3.00 
3 Color Herald .•••••. $ 3.50 
Pas.wn~r car Names 

(I complete set\ •.••• S 7.00 
While Herald (3 sets\ •.. $ 4.00 
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Tank Cars 

Continued from /Id/le 1 

purchased the six cars (plus the 
IWO cars U\al wenl lo the Colorado 
Railrood Museum with the 
assistana, of the Friends). 
Donated lran$J)()rtaUon from the 
Burlington Northern Railrood, the 
Union Padnc Railrood, and the 
Southern Plldfic/Denv.r & Rio 
Grande Western Railrol>d brought 
the cars from Vanoouver, BritiSh 
Columbia, to Alamosa, Colorado. 
The eia}ll cars were shipped 
IOJlether to Pueblo, Colorado, 
where the two cars Jl()in2 to the 
Colorado Railroad Museum ..-,ere 
separated from the other six and 
sent norlh up the •joint line~ to 
Dem1tr and subsequentfy to 
Colden. 

The eia}lt cars ten Vancouver, 
BriUsh Columbia, on •'ebruary 17, 
I 992, after they had been loaded 
and lied down on standard•l!)IUb>e 
flatcars pr<Mded by the Burlington 
Northern. RN took lhem south LO 
Port.land, Oregon, where on 
February 19, 1992, they were 
excllanged with the Union Pacirtc. 
The UP then CMl'ied them through 
east.em OreQC>n, Idaho, and lnlo 
Utah. They arrived in Sall I.alee 

BUOW: Three of the tank cars 
(nos. 64, 62, and SQ) in siring of 
a,rs on the ,iding in front of the 
Namosa dtf)Ot during the 
Oed/cat/Qn. Photograph by Bill 
I.Dck. 
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City in the early morning hours al 
February 22. The next day, 
Sunday, they were exchanged with 
the Rio Grande in Salt Lake City. 
On Tuesday, February 25, they 
made their way throuJlh Grand 
Junction, Colorado, over 
Tennessee Pass, and Into Pueblo 
that aighL 

On Wednesday Wl'&Y cars 58 
and 59 headed north to DertYer, 
and in the early morning hours o( 

Saturday, February 29, they 
arrived In Colden. The six cars 
destined for the C&TS-n<lO. SO, 
Si, and 62-65-lefl Pueblo before 
dawn on Thursday, February 27, 
and arri\led in Alamosa al 
approximattly 8:40 a.m. thal same 
day. The D&RGW thoua}llfully 
spotLed the cars. in fro,,.L of I.he 
historic Alamosa depoL 

The Dedication 

On Saturday, February 29, a 
Dedication ceremon)' was held in 
Alamosa to celebralt the arrival o/ 
the tank cars. A good cmwd was 
In alttndana,, and the Dedication 
was a great oppartu.nity LO publidy 
thank our corporale sponsoB 
without whom the return o( the 
tank cars woukl not have been 
POS$ible. Although repreoentalivts 
of the Union Tank Car Company 
and the Union Pacific RaUroad 
could not be presen~ Ron Phillips. 
Alamosa T'rainmaster ror I.he 
Southern J'acifi</llenver & Rio 
Grande Westtm was present, 
along: with Steve Ketcham, 
DMslon Tralnmaster, and Dave 
llapkins of the Burlingtoo 

Northern, who had lra\<eled from 
Trinidad for the Dedication. 

Aller remarks by these railroad 
representatives and Joe Vtg;I, 
General Manager of the C&T$, the 
cars wereollkiallydedlcated to the 
Cumbres and Toltec Scenic 
Railrood. On hand to accept the 
dedication v.-ere Commissioners 
from both Colorado and New 
Mexico. Carl Turner, one of the 
New Mexico Commls.'lloners and 
Chainnan of the Commissk>n. 
orficially accepted the dedicalioo. 
Colorado Stile Represenl.ati"" 
l;:wis Ent,, one or the Colorado 
Commls.<loners.remlnded thooe In 
attendana, o( the appropriateness 
of the setUng in Alamosa for the 
dedication of the$<! historic tank 
cars. We were very honored to 
have t.hese two Comm~oners at 
the ceremony. Mr. Turner had 
traveled from Santa f'e. and Mr. 
Entz had rome from Denver, 
where the Colooda Legislature 
was in sessiOn. 

Very much a part of the 
ceremony were f'tl.ie represenlalives 
from the Colorado Railroad 
Museum. F..xecut.ive Director 
Charles Albi thanked the Ftiends 
(or making ii possible for the 
museum to ac:Quire two or I.he 
cars. He aloo thanked the BN, UP, 
and SP/O&RCW for transpOrting 
the tank carS from vancouver. 

We worked very hard to get 
publicity for our oorporate 
sponsors and the C&TS as a part 
or lhe dedicalion ceremony. 
Representatives ftom (our 
newspapers were presenL and 
terrillc stol'ies later appeared In the 

C&TS Dispatch• 

ABO»:: Di(!nitiJries standing at 
the front of the tank cars r~-;th 
th• f'rltmds banMr di$p/aycd) al 
the OediCdlion In Alamosa on 
Saturday, febroary 29, J m. 
People PM>ing a role In obUining 
the 14nk cars and In accepling 
them on behalf of the Railroad 
included, from the kfl, ~ Vii#/, 
Chama, N/tt, General Manager of 
the C&TSJ/R; C.rl Turner, SdntiJ 
Fe, NM, Chairman or the C&TSRR 
Commission Dnd one of l.._'O New 
Nexko rep~ntiJUws on the 
Commission: Colorado Slille 
RepresenLAlilH! IA!wis entz, 
/looper, CO, also a member of the 
C&TSRR Commi5Sion and one of 

mo Colorado repres,nt.J/Ms on 
the CcmmissiCln; Bill I.Dck, 
Nb11querque, NM, President of the 
Friends; Ron Phll/lps, Alamosa, 
CO, Tralnmaster for the Denver« 
Rio Grande Western Railroad; 
Steve Ketdlam, Trinidild, CO, 
Division Trainmasier (Of the 
Burlington Northern Railroad; 
Dave NopMns, Trinidad, CO, with 
the Burlington Norlhern; Charles 
AJ/Jl Denver, CQ, Execulh'f! 
Director for the Colorado 1/ai/ro,d 
Muse.um in Colden, CO; and 
Randy Worwag, Englewood, CO, 
Jon11•1/me f)'fentfs volunteer and 
voluntrer al the Colorado Railroad 
MtL'ieum, who Ct)O('dlnattd the 
purch•~ of t,w tank cars through 
the FHtnds oo behalf of the 
Colorado Railroad Nuseum. 
Pfwlol{raph by John Rupky, 

Pueblo Chiellan, the Valley 
Courier, and the Alamosa Ne'l'r'S. 
In addillon. stories were pubr,shed 
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in the Denver Post, the Rocky 
Moun/4in News, and the 
AlbuquetQue 71ibune, among 
othtr pubhcations. 

Off.Loacllng TecJmcloQ)' 

At Alamosa each lank car had LO 
be filled by a crane Waddling the 
mndard-gauge natcar. First. the 
crane picked up the tank car's 
trucks (which wen, remo,,ed from 
the car In Vancower) and 
positioned them oo a nathed 
highway tractor/u-aller. Then, the 
crane lifted the tank car and 
lowered ii on LO tts trucks. The 
car was lied down aboard the 
trnctor/lrail<r •nd driven almost 
eiljJ,ty milel< LO Chama. There, the 
traclor/lrailer was backed up lo the 
end of the track al the west end of 

President's 
Address 

ConUnued from page 2 

us. CetUnQ more members 
actively iflYOO.led in oommit.tees, ~ 
they have on the Newsletter 
Commillee, ls going LO be 
tremendously imp()l'lanL A few 
minor changes are needed In our 
Byla"~ in order lo keep our Jegal 
structure up IO speed with the 
growth that we ha,oe experienced. 
We need lo understand fully our 
mi!Sion and that invol\les swer•I 
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the yard. 
Diesel no. 19 used a natcar as 

an idler car and rolled it on to the 
trailer, ooupling lo the tank car. 
Actually, 11 was not P<l$Sible lo 
eouple direcUy lo the tank cars 
because on the Whitt Pass & 
Yukon the ~nal O&RCW 
couplers had been replaced with 
three-quarter-sited couplers. 
Thus. when the first car all'ivtd in 
Chama the couplus of the idler 
Oat.car and no. 50 were chained 
together. In olT-loadinQ the oth<r 
flvt cars, no. 50 was used as an 
additional Idler car so lhal the 
coupk?rs could be joined direeUy. 

From Alamosa lo Chama 

On the Monday followin2 the 
Dedication, the tank cars beg;,n 

lh,ir journey lo Chama. Number 
50 was first, followed by nos. 62 
and 64 on Tuesday, March 3. An 
old-fashioned spring snowstorm 
came in on Tuesday aflemoon 
and oomplettly sb)pped lhe 
moving operatlons with three cars 
in Chama and three cars still in 
Alamosa. The operations got 
underway again on Tuesday, 
Marth IO. Tank car no. 65 arrived 
in Chama that day, and no. 5 t 
followed oo Wednesday. flnally, 
on Thursday, March 12, I 992, the 
last car, no. 6.3, arrived in Chama 
and was off-loaded. 

~In. my mo.<t sincere thanks 
IO ever)IOne-con,orate sponsor.;, 
and eYer)I member or lhe 
Fllendf-for bringing lhe lank 
cars back to lhe narrow-~•uiie nne 
after a twenty.nlne-)oear absence. 

aspects, including lhe adoption of for your personal dedication in 
a OnaJ Mission Statement. a serving as a Director and in most 
definition or how ~" fol in with cases ooming many hundreds or 
the Commission and the Operatcr miles for this important meeUng. 
with regard to the property, and Our organization is not only 
issues on how we r.an best strong and sound. but vibrant and 
preserve lhis precious resource futuristic, and J can assure }'OU 

known as the Cumbres & Tulttc that with your continued support 
Sank: Railroad. We need to loo!c we wm remaln one or lhe leading 
at sources ol additional revenue preservation entities anywhere. 
and additional membership as 
well. Finally, we must plan ror - BW Lock 
the (uture and the imp()l'lant 
needs that the Rallro.id has both 
in preservation and interpretation, 
including the preservation of 
written and human re-sot.1rces that 
are fast disappearing. 

My hat is off to each IJirectc,r 

C&TS Dispatch 

We can all be ve,y proud of this 
great aaxirnpllshmenL 

BELOW LEFT: Scene at the site 
of the Oedk:ation an S.tvrday, 
february 29, 1992, with four t.mk 
ars in the badrground and 
Ftitnds President Bill lock 
exp/'1/nlng to thos£ assembled the 
pumey of the t.mk ws from 
British Columbia through Alaskd 
and the lower 48 to Alamos,. 
Pho«Jgraph by /chn Rupley. 

BF.:lOIV RIGHT: friends Director 
John Rupley h;,nJlinJI the Frltntfs 
banner at /ht Oedial.lon 
ceremony on WP& Y tank c:ar no. 
65. An excellent crowd was on 
h;,nd an Pebroary Z9, J !19'2, to 
dedicate the 1.inkars. PhotollfllPh 
by 'lracy Crlffln. 

Olli& aid Qenee &I)' 
proudly announce lhe 

birth of their roo. 
an upcotiil15 \'Oiunleer 

"Beau" 
Beaure&fd 

Bernard &lory 

April 19. 199'2 
EMier 
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ROUTE 
OF THE 

TANK CARS 

A 4000-MILE 
JOURNEY 

Or99,0iud by the FrteDCls 
or lh• cwabr• .a: Tol\.ec 

bnlc Railroeid 

C, 1992 Janet Rupley 

PACE 6, TOP TO BOTTOM: 

I. TIit unk W'S b<g1n thtlr }oumty 
,t UJg C4bin siding, British Columbia, 
On OdOHr l, 1991, • numhf:roftht 
t.tnk C•rs sil 11t·ailing rail 
lltnSPQfUtion by n1rn:,w.g1up nil 10 
t.he port of Sk,,gw11, ~ ~tiero the: 
an wtlt' k»ded on th~ lroighltr F'rank 
II. 8to.,·n for $hlpment to v,nooc,\.'U, 
Pholotn,pJ, by BUI Lock 

2. Stllnt of Link,.,. Io,ded Off bo,,,J 
tniltr llain &t an in V•ncou,.,-r, llC, 
aw,if.ing shipment oo the Burlin/Ion 
Northem Ralbwd. T1te Cll'l had 
arTNCd 1bolrd the steamship f'>ank Jl. 
Bm1-11n ud w~ lruuport.M around 
YanoorJ~Tr harbor b}' hithw,y and 
thta k»ded, >rilh thtlr t,uck, off. a,, 
si.,rtdard~t,ute flat car,. Burlington 
Norllttm lnnsport,«/ lhr tank cin 

from v,noouwr 10 PortUnd, OR. 
February 1992. Phototyaph l,y Trish 
lfolmts of lbngu Tnnsporl, t.he 
rom,,.ny the F'du,i,1 cngapd to mun: 
the UnkarJ ,,.,,.,nd V1nco1n'e'rh1rb<>r 
vid k»d lhf'm 1.bo,mJ the stand•nl• 

g,1,1ge '"' c,,i, 

3. Union P4Cif,c R1fkf»d tnnsf}()rltd 
the t.tnk c.an from Porlhnd, OR, into 
Solt 1.,1,e c;1y, UT. B,c,uu 
lnnsporl.alion in •nd out of S.Jt LA~ 
City occutn>d ,,t night,, ll,e fiat ph0t()$ 
ol the tank c.tn in UUh "'t'rt: Ukn 

C 
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near Thompson, eut olS.a!t l,l,e Cf.(y, 
on Monday, Febru,ry 24, J 992. 
Photograph by F'dttnb mluntttr, 
M.n.in Sindmirr. 

4. ThcSouthtm f'KiftO'Dem-er& Rio 
Crandt l♦'ts.ttm R•11rr»d tnn.5porlcd 
the cars from Salt ldhe Cltr, UT, to 
Al,mosa, CO. Here the an ),\,'ti\" in 
the Rio Cnnde S ,-anJ •t Crand 
Junt::tlon, CO, ()ti Tueld•y, F'tbrw,y 
25, I 992. Photog,aph by Friends 
{J/,tCto,, WM/efqU, 

P,~J:." 7, TOP TO IJOrTo.\f: 

J. 11,e cars went m~r Tennnstt ~ 
and down htto Pueblo, CO. Tlw~, the 
eithl cars "'trt swik:hed and I~ can 
(nos. 58 and 59) desiincd for IM 
Colorad<> RJiln»d i'lustc,m 1t-eft' Rnl 
north on the "joint finl' to Deni1e,; 
CO. Tht FrltJUh six can it'f'J't ~htn 
into Aumou, CO. On 11-tdntsda_y, 
febnmy 26. 19!12, t.M cm we-re in 
the Pu~blo yan/. Photograph by 
F>1tnds 1-olrmt"r, 8111 Nimon. 

2. Aflcr lhe dedkltioo in AJ,mou, 
CO, t/te cam ""'It! tt,ssembled ot1 their 
trucks ;,nd tnnsporttd l,y hith"''J' on 
/Jitbed trucl.T to Cb•m•, N,,-.,, Herr, 
CJr n◊, 63 a bting li/t,:,d l,y the 
ol't.mtad ctatrf' in Alanu1u to the 
&t«d triilcr (1t·herr the rai/Jwd 
trucks h;n-e U1Hdy been placed) in 
p,tp,r,tJon for iU m~'t. Nol.e lhat 
this w,s alll'r I major sno,.-storm lhat 
dt!,.J'Cd lht: m<wingolt.h~ t•n.kc.an by 
o~<tr a "'t'tk Wednl'.sday, March 11, 
1992. fhoiogrnph by~mcmbu, 
mo Davfs. 

3. Unlolding no. 6:J /,om lhl' &tbed 
truck im'Oh'fd Hning it up wilh tk 
stub l'nd of the track al the l'tlt'Jt end 
of lh~ Cb•m• yard, connectint the 
rail, and hlt.ch[f!g up to the a.r with 
Olhtr r;u/ ('il:n, since lhey •"' /i.thlu 
lha.n •n engine. Hew, in addftJoo to a 
11.Jt a .r bting c,s,:d as an idkrc.ar, lht 
lint Unk car to be unk»ded (no. 50) 
stn'Cd as • 3'4 .size coupler idler a.r. 
f11tt Mu'tt Pass & Yu.kon h.H 
dianJt!d thtooupJta fn>m tht fu/1--sizt: 
a,c,pkrs usd on lhe C&TS, ,s "'«'II as 
thf! hdlork Rio C£jndt n11m;,11r•t•u~, 
lo a :Y4 sill coupkr), Thursday, 
i'f,;,rch 12, /991. PltOl~pJ, b>• 
F'tJea,b l'O/untHr, J,'mf 1'Wk 

4. On 11,ur,,day, March 12, 1992, 
C&TS Oks-tl no. 19 brints tl't'O Uni,. 
can acrou tht Chama highw•J' 
crossint. Evidtflct (){ lhe rretfll 
snoitfall is apparent as well. 
fholograph b)' FritAd11v/1Jntetr. I'm.I 
Folk 
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Some Notes on Oil and the D&RGW Narrow Gauge 
By Claude Morelli 

When long-time Friends 
member and former Director 
Claude Morelli called me last fall, I 
was ve,y p/edSed to hear that he 
was planning to resean:h the 
oiJ.field operations In the Chama 
basin and their links to the 
D&RGIY narrow-gauge line. 
During the holiday break from his 
graduate studies in po/ilkal 
science at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Techna/ogy, Claude 
5'udied the appropriate reccxds in 
both Albuquerque and Alamosa. 
Rather than walt1n11 to tell the 
slOI)' until he h/Jd de/vfd further 
Into the materi,,L I asktd Claude 
to prepare some notes for lhis 
issue. Here they are, and thanks 
wry much Claude! - AN. 

,. 
Tm history o( oil exploration 

and development in the Chama 
Basin began long befon, the 
disa;very o/ U1e Cramps r,.ld In 
1935. F.dgar Riggs. lumbennan 
and bulkier o( the Rio Grande & 
Pagosa Springs Railroad, nnanced 
the: Win's ftrst expkn.LOry we.Us 
in 1895. I-le had realir.ed that o(I 
steps along the Navillo River near 
Pagosa Sprlng:s, Colorado, were an 
lndlcatlon o/ production quantities 
of oil. None o( the wells, ho"'t\ler, 
was success(ul. 

Deterred only bneny by this 
failure. 8iAA$ ~•as soon planning 
another auempl In l 901 he hired 
prof esslonal geologlslArlhur Lakes 
to undertake a geological survey or 
a portion o/ Archuleta County to 
determine its oil-producinQ 
po(ential. Accooling to Cordon 
Chap~II. Lake's lmoesUgaUon 
covered the area from the lDWn o/ 
'F.dith to Pago.a Springs, and 
from the Conejos Range to the 
San Juan• Rivet. This was land 
m06U)' under the control of 
Riggs's New ~lexicO Lumber 
Company (Chappell, Logging 
Along the D,nwr & Rio Grande, p. 
51). 

Lakes's findings v.iere optimisUc 
enoulJh to spark a small Oil boom 
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in the Pagosa Springs area in lhe 
late summer of 190!. AcUng on 
l.alres's tnoouraglng llndlJlllS, 
Biggs and a number o/ his 
associates incorporated the 
Colorado Exploration, Land and 
Oil Company. Pollowlng quickly 
on the h<els of lhe Bigg:s group, 
investors from OenYer, t1orence, 
and elsewhere soon fonned at 
leasl seYtn other new oil 
companies in ho~s o( cashing in 
on the expected bonanza. It 
quiddy became apparent. however, 
that the experience of J 895 would 
repeat ltse.lf: exploratory wells 
ylekled no production quantities of 
o(L Although sporadic exploration 
efforts continued In the Chama 
Basin an.r l 901, the disamry of 
a commercially viable oU r .. ld 
would not materialize until the 
Craml)S disa,very well was drilled 
In 1935. 

II. 

Tm dlSCO\'ery and development 
of the Cramps oil field In the 
Depression years o( !935 and !936 
foreshadowed the start-up ()( • 
v.-eloome and significant source of 
new tramc fa,- the D&RCW and 
the Cumbres Pass line. Tm 
D&RCIV, like most olher American 
railroads, suffered a severe decline 
in carloadings sine, the beginning 
of the Depression In !929 (this, In 
f-act. senl the company into 
bankruptcy in !935). In the l930s 
the railroad had an excess <apacil)' 
in track and equipment, much or 
it quite new. Despite this 
situation, the railroad found in the 
new Cramps business a 
sufllclently assured and steady 
source or ruture income to justify 
(or to arranb'<) in--eslmenl In the 
relatively maj()r new capital 
t.l!panslon project.< that were 
required to properly service the 
business. 

Mosl imparunl of these projects 
was the acqulsllion of new 
narrow-gauge tank cars. /IJ. the 
time o( the discovery of the 
Cramps neld, the Rio Grande did 
not have enough tank cars 
available to transport the new 

crude Oil lraffic out o/ Chama. 
Alihoullh I have yel lo fmd or 
know ol any archlval or other 
evidence to verify this, it seems 
reasonable to assume that the 
twenty or so frameless 
narrow-gauge tank cars that UTLI( 

(Union Tank Lines) added to its 
D&RCW-assigned roster in !936 
and J 937 (see Robert Sloan's 
article on the U11.X narrow-g;,uge 
cars in the July/August 1978issue 
or The Narrow Gauge Ca..Utl 
were added specifically in 
anticipoUon or the new Cramps 
traffic. 

From what I have been able to 
piece together, none or this lraffic 
coold have begun moving until 
the spring o/ !937 al the earliesL 
/\j)parenUy, the first sales of 
Cramps crude were LO a Denver 
refinery (or renneries?). These 
sales apparenUy went on unUI the 
Cr•mps, lat.er the Orie,ntal. refinery 
Ol)ened In Alamooa (see belo..). 

'l)an.'ljl()rt o( the oil to Denver, 
o( oourse, required transfeninQ it 
from narrow-gaui;te to 
standard-l!llul!<' tank cars al 
Alamosa. To ac:oompllsll this, the 
Rio Grande eooslructed a 
gravity-feed oil transfer facility 
neat the locomotive shops in 
Alamosa. The March 2,, l 937, 
Issue of the Alamosa Daily Courier 
reported that: 

The tnmsfer depot, which Is 
being buUl near the railroad 
shops, 1>ill accommodate 
twel\le standard gauge tars 
and twelve narrow gauge 
cars. Eighlee.n men are 
emplo}'ed in the bulldlng of 
the station. Tracks for the 
airs and pipes ror the transrer 
of the oil are being installed. 
An elevated track is being 
COO$lruCled ror lhe narrow 
eauge cars and a depressed 
track for the standard gauge 
,o that oil may be transferred 
by gravity. 

The article went on to note that 
seven cars al oil per day were 
expected to be shipped from 
Cham• to the transfer facility al 
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Alamo.a. Another article appeared 
on May 1, 1937, in the same 
newspaper announcing the 
opening o/ the facility, and it 
revised this figure by staUng that 
'lo)fficials of the railroad 
announoed ... lhat they expected to 
load 60 cars of oU per week at the 
transfer station ... : Th<,y were 
refening to 60 standard-gauge 
cars. A more-concrete r,gure 
appeared in the June 3, l 937, 
issue: 'The lslteady shipments o( 

oil from the oil rields near 
ChamL.for May totaled 209 
cars .... 

Thus lhe Crdfflps business was 
undoubtedly important to the 
D&RCW narrow g,uge. It is 
reasonable LO assume that the 
ngureclted above of approximately 
200 cars ~r monlh is about 
avefab'<, If this were the case and 
keeping in mind lhal the 
o(l-loadlng facility in Chama 
operated only ten months ol the 
}'ear, the Cramps operatiOn 
probably added at least 2,000 
carloads-worth o( business to the 
Cumbres l'ass line every year 
during U,e late I 930s. 

By the end o( I 9>8, acoordlng 
to Robert Biebennan, total 
production in the Cramps field 
had reached 4,711,578 barrels. 
Sina, l 00 perc,nl of this oil 
moved O\'er the narrow-gauge Une 
to Alamosa, and since a 
narrow-gauge tank car ooukl carry 
!SO barrels o( oil, the averailf 
annual carloadinQS for the enUl'e 
period from 1937 to 1958 may 
have been around 1,500. Note, 
however, that this is only an 
average for a.II twenly,t,--o )-ears. 
Carloadings probably climbed as 
high as 2,500 in the record oull)ul 
years during the Seoond World 
War, when the Cramps riekl was 
producing aroond 1,200 barrels 
~r day, but carloadi~ lllo!ly 
dropped off in the postwar period. 

Ill. 

Sometime an.r the Alamosa Oil 
transfer facility opened In May 
I 937, Cramps began renning Its 
own crude oil at a small tefine:ry It 
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construcledlmmedia!Jelysoulheasl 
or the D&RCW shops In Alamosa. 
Later, lhe company sold this 
Optralion to lhe O~nlal Refining 
Company. sales or the refinery's 
outpul were undoubtedly 
restricted lo Alamosa and other 
points in the sunnunding San 
Luis Valley. 

The opening of the Alamosa 
refinery probably changed 
operations on lhe narrow-gau1,ie 
line very litUe: there was stiU a 
need lo move the crude from 
Chama to Alamosa. For the 
D&RCW standard gauge, of 
course, the new refmery meant 
the loo, I)( the Alam0$a•l<>-0.nver 
mo,,ements. 

The Orlental Refinery hand~ 
all o( the crude output of the 
CramP< f,eld unlil al least I 958. 
In that year l.alll}~tte t lull)les, the 
ow,,,r of the fleld, died, and "the 
Hughes brothers !began! 
shippling] part of lhe oil to 
Alamosa and part (ag;,inf to 
Oenwr." l"The Cramps Oil Field; 

C&TS D/sp,tch, February 1992, p. 
6.) Mer 1958 the refinery 
operated al a reduced level The 
remaining narrow-frame tm.X 
tank cars on the D&RCW narrow 
gauge were retired in 1963, leaving 
only the late l !>JOs.era frameless 
c.ars in operaUon on the $}'St.em 
(see the C&'l'S mspatch, P•bMry 
! 99'l, p. 6, for the photographs of 
lhe lank car.; Laken by George 
Swain at the Chama oil docl< in 
January 196-1). These retirement, 
were an indicalion that a further 
slowdown al the refinery had 
probably occurred. This may have 
been the result of a small 
explosion and fire al lhe refinezy 
( V.,J/ey Courier, January 25, I 963). 

The refinery and acxompanying 
narrow-gauge crude oil transport 
cperation did not shut down 
completely until October 1964 
( Valley Courier, September 21. 
l 964). Mer dosing Its refinery in 
196-1, the Oriental Refining 
Company conUnued operating a 
bulk plant and gas stations In 

Alamosa until al least 1976. The 
refinery is shown on pai,ie 12, 

SouR:es 

Alamosa Daily Courier, March 
25, May 1, June 3, 1937. 

Robert c. Athearn, 11Je Denver 
& Rio Grande Western Roilrrud: 
Rebel of the Rockies (Lincoln: 
Uni\~rsil)' of Nebraska Press, 
1977). 

Robert Biebennan, -Exploration 
ror OU and Cas in the Chama 
Basin; Guidebook of Rio Chama 
Country (Soooml: New Mexico 
Geological Society, 1960), p. 11 O. 

C&TS Dispatch, February 199'1. 
Cham• Valley Tattler, Surnmer 

1989. 
Coolon S, Chappell, Logging 

Along th,, Denver & Rie Cr•nde 
(Colden: Colorado Railroad 
Museum, 1971), p. 51. 

Robert Sloan, 7'he Narrow 
caus,te Gazette. July/August 1978, 

Valley Courier, January 25, 
1963; September 21, 1964, 

Ccmdlon 

Because of an error in 
editing, In the r'ebruary 1992 
issue of the ~ pa~ 
one, column two. the date for 
the dosing of U,e Cramps 
refinery at Alamosa, CO, is 
given as 1963. The correct 
date is 1964. 

Ceot1e Stiehl 

George Stiehl of 
Albuqueniue. Nt,1, • member 
of the Fritrids of the 
C..mbres & Tolle<: Scenic 
~lro.>d, died on March 29, 
1992, The Gu.<tomer 
Satisfaction Oepartme:nt of 
c.dlllac Motor Car DiYision, 
General Motors Corporallon, 
has' made a donatior, to the 
histo!ie pre$ervation work of 
the f'rieods in memory of Mr. 
Stiehl, 

~ 
:~~ ~ 

- C/'IRRY THE ~LAG 

;:-.," TH£ Ftt ,£,., Ds 

; 1 
/• 

,!1 ~ 
._ _______ _,_ ____ •-' I 

'I SG"x SvA>\OcL o~ Tl-'e 
,,'to ·s " 
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LETTE R S T O T HE F RI E N DS 

Ruderure et){X)Ut1Jged to write on any u,pk pertiMnt le lht worl<of lht l"rleflth and the histc,y, preservation, and interprmtion of the Cumbres 
& To/tee Scenic Railroad. Send ,our letters lo the editor at: 1307 45!!! Suee~ losA/dm05, NM 87544. NJ Jeuers will be ackn<Jwle<)ged and some 
editing may be done lo comerve space. 
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ttarclt 21. 1992 

Letters to the l'ritndsappeared first in the March 1991 i$sue. S~ 
then Yo<Jr .leu.ers haVe given the Dllpatcb • personal touch-and 
that's good. Your letters haVe also presented valuable Information 
and OpiniOOS. Pltase kttp sending )'<)<JT letters. There are many 
thi1111$ to write aboot What have )'OU •TIM"d most from beln" • 
member of the Friends? 0o )'OU have i<Jeas aboul tht future of our 
organization? Do you remember an Incident on the narrow,gaul)e 
line from the O&RGW or early C&TS days? Is there SQmelhing 

L---------------7 aboot historic preservallon that ynu want to tell others? Have y00 
a oomment about something that has appeared In the Diopalch'./ 
Do you know a linle--known tac:1 aboUI 1he narrow..gauge line? 
t..el's hear lrom you. - AN. 
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Updmd Tank Car Numbm 

Thanks to some llOOd del<ctlvt v.'011< by Earl Knoob on the tank cars 
ooa, they v.~re back in Chama, we now know the original 1927 D&RCW 
car numbers for the rank cars that relum<d rrom Alaska. Thest cars 
were oonverted from standard l!AUl!O to narrow gau11< ln February 1927 
and are all or a 6500 galloo capadcy (updating Information on capacity 
given on page I of the February 1992 Dlspatcl,): 

1927 1947 1956 
D&RCW D&RCW D&RCW Wl'&Y 

Numbers I/umbers Numbers Numbers 

12918 88100 11012 64 
12962 88101 11013 62 
13168 8810.1 I 1015 61 
12757 88106 11018 65 
12977 88ll0 11022 59 
13084 88112 1102-4 50 
12739 88ll3 11025 51 
12720 88125 11027 58 

TOP AND MIDDLE RIC/IT: Work was progressing well on the Chitma 
En~ne /-louse additlon at the special irori< session on September 14, 
I 99/. During the .. ~ekr:nd lhe work was completed so that the f,c//ity 
was ready for winter. Photognphs by Bill Davis. 

Borro,,1 LefT: C&TSRR CommissiOn Chairman earl 1\Jmer 
reminiscing during lhe Dedia/Jon of the six tank cars from A/ilsk,J. This 
Dtdiallk>n was held In front of the histnric ,1/amosa D&RCW depot. 
From lhe Jen: earl Tomer from Santa Fe, New Mcx./co; Colorado 
Repres,,ntallw Lewis E:ntz from Hooper, C-0/orado, one of the Colorado 
CommiSSiOners en the C«TSRR CommissiOn; and friends Presklenl Bill 
L«.k. Satuttlay, F,IN,,ary 29, I /192. Phol{)f/1'/Jph by E:ar1 Knoob. 

BO'JTOM RICI IT: On March 28, /992, nalional/y knowrl llrlisJ Ted Rose 
spake at the Ftiends Annual {)inner Meel/ng in Nbuquerque. fie used 
slide$ in hls talk as a meam or demcnstnlilll/ ·art as a hlslOrlc 
preservation form.• Thanks to Ted for his excellent program and for 
again helping us with the Moonlight Train brochure. This year's roia,­
brochure features a magnmcent painting of the Railroad, aaual/y 
inspired by an earlier Moonlight Troin. Photograph by Bill Lock. 

.. . ... --
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1992 SCHEDULE OF EYENl'S 
May 23, Satumay 

Opening Day on lilt cm 
June 10.12, Wednesday-f'rid.ly 

Volunwer Work Session 
Chama 

June 12, l')jday 
Program 
Chama 

June 13, Saturday 
Moonlight Train 

Chama 

July 30-August I, Thursday-Saturday 
VolunlttJ" Work SeSSiOll 

Antonito 

August J, Saturday 
Annual MeeUng and Proarom 

AntoollO 

October 11, Sun<lay 
End of Season on the C&TS 

The AJamosa, CO, rtfmery is shown in the Jell l>ackgrwnd in this 1953 pho/t)ffraph Uken by Phil HasllnflS In the Alam~ yard. Also in the 
background is the sldndard-gauge roundhouse, from which prolrud/!$ the tender of a 2-10-2. To the riJ/hl Is the narrow.gauge roundhcuse. Narrow­
gaugc /ocomoti>'/!$ nos. 492 and 499 art moving out on lhe dual-gauge tnck. ReprlnW -.1th pennlss/on from CnloradD Memories of lilt Narrow 
Cdul!e Circle C.rsrens Publ/caUons, Inc., J 979. 

Friends of the Cumbres &Toltec 
Scenlc Railroad, Inc. 
7801 Academy NE, Building 2, Suile 102 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Spencer Wil son 
Box 1939 
Socorro, NM 87801 

Noo~Ptofi1 
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U.S. P00otag• 
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Albuqueniuc, NM 
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