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FRIENDS PARTICIPATE IN FESTIVITIES

Chama Chosen for

First Day of Issue

r.:[‘hl-_" United States Postal Service has an-
riounced that Chama will be the site for the
First Diay of [ssue of five postage stamps,
each commemarating a nineteenth century steam
lacometive. The five, first class 29-cent stamps
will be placed on sale for the first time July 28,
1994, at a ceremony to be held near the depot of
the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad.

The stamps depict famous American-type
steam locomotives built between 1855 and 1893,
The American type became the most popular lo-
comotive in North America in the nineteenth cen-
tury, It had four leading, or pomy, wheels up front
for stability and guidance, with four taller dnving
wheels for power. This arrangement gave the
Amencan type both a graceful symmetry and good
riding qualities. The locomatives shown on the
stamps are William 5. Hudson's General,
1855/1870; Walter McQueen's fupiter, 1868;
Wilson Eddy’s No. 242, 1874; Theodore Ely's N,
I, 1881; and William Buchanan®s No. 999 1893,

The day's activities in Chama will get under
way with a formal cerermony at 9000 a.m., allowing
passengers the opportunity to attend before board-
ing the scheduled train to Osier. Ahigail French,
Chama Postmaster, will preside over the program.
Allen E. Kane, Vice President of Marketing,
United Stares Postal Service, will represent
Postmaster General Marvin Bunyon and give the
address, Also coming to Chame from Washington,
[.C.. will be Jolene Maolitoris, head of the Federal
Railroad Administration, and William Withune of
the Smithzonian [nstitution. Other distmguished
guests will be Spencer Wilson, Professor of
History, New Mexico Institute of Mining and

Technology, Socorm, and a member of the C&TS
Railroad Commission and a director of the Friends
of the C&TS; George Lopez, Acting Albugquerque
[hstrict Manager of the Postal Service; and James
L. Ozment, D&RGW Hailroad, Construction
Engimeer (Ketired), Denver, Colorado, Several
Chama residents will participate in the program:
Sharon Berryman and Reynaldo Chavez will sing
the National Anthem, accompanied by Mary Rose
Ezqubel; Rev. Daniel M. Balizan, Pastor, 5t.
Patnck’s Cathobic Church, will present the mnwvo-
cation; and Mayvor Antonio Gonzales will welcome
the participants and audience to Chama. The
Presentation of the Colors wall be miven by Pack
0. 427, Boy Scouts of America.

The [ISPS will have a hooth at the site, where
stamps may be purchased and cancelled. Stamps
will also be available in both sheet form and in
booklets, and the USPS wall offer other collec-
tables and a souvenr program featuring an orig-
nal watercolor by John Coker—The Meel at
Caracas (a siding halfway between Chama and
Durango on the old DERGW narrow gauge line).
The Chama Chamber of Commerce will register
and oversee the surrounding booths, where many
orgamizations, including the Friends of the
Cumhbres & Toltee Scenic Ralroad, will offer ca-
chets and other mementos to the public,

The Fnends will be offenng a special cachet en-
vielope, also designed by John Coker, featuring lo-
comaotive 488, The envelopes will be stamped by
the Postal Service with the date of July 28, 1994,
and “Officaal First Day of Issue." The envelopes

Sce First Day Issue, page |/




PRESIDENT'S

Tle Windy Point

June 11, 1994, will forever stand out as a significant

day for the Friends! Many members and I experienced

perhaps the best photo freight train exhibition that 1
have ever seen. The weather, the planning {(done so ably by
Vice President Bill Kepner), and the execution of the plan-
ning (done by Director Earl Knoob and the crew of the
C&TS) were superb. In addition, there were two other
very important aspects of the day for me that really proved
to be icing on the cake.

Running those six historic tank cars at the head of this
train (behind double-headed engines 463 and 497) was the
culmination of a great deal of work and support by many
people. My first letter to the White Pass & Yukon RR was
in 1982, six vears before we even officially chartered the
Friends. Seeing those tank cars go up the mountain for the
first time in thirty-one years gave me tremendous satis-
faction for the hard work of so many people that had gone
into the project. It also represented the fact that in all re-
spects the Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Seenic
Railroad had come to maturity as an organization. We had
made a sufficient track record to attract the donations nec-
essary to raise money for the project, we had the credibil—
ity to contract for the return of the tank cars, and we had
the ability to restore those cars to their original 1927 ap-
pearance. What a great compliment to our organization!

The other special thrill from June 11, 1994, was the op-
portunity to be with three wonderful corporate officers
from the Union Tank Car Company of Chicago. [ could not
have enjoyed more spending the day with President Ken
Fischl and Senior Vice Presidents Chuck Ferczok and Lou
Kulekowskis, all from the Chicago area. They accepted our
invitation to participate in the tank car run and came to
Chama for this special event. On a business level [ can see
why with people of this caliber Union Tank Car Co. has
been so successful over the vears. All of the Friends di-
rectors who were on the trip and | really enjoved spending
time with each of them, and they also seemed to have a
wonderful time on the trip. All in all, it was a great day.

Planning and preparations are actively under way for
our upcoming volunteer work sessions at the end of July.
We have received a large number of applications and we
should be able to carry out the projects that have been
planned for this summer. Look for a detailed account in the
EW MEXICO | September C&TS Dispatch of the work accomplished dur-

S—— 1G04
S e o ' I hope that the summer 1s going well for you and best
wishes.

— BILL LOCK
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163 Dedicated at Antonito
Inaugural Run to Osier

Saturday, May 28, to see such a large
turncut at Antonito for the christemng
ceremeny of lecomotive no. 463, The em-
cee, Colorado Commssioner Wayne

I'. was a weleome sight on opening day,

Chuinlan, welcomed everyone and introduced
Joe C. "Swede” Johnson of Antonito, who

gave a hrief history of how 4683 came to he
and acknowledged all those who had helped
to make this twenty-four-year dream a real-
ity. Representatives from New Mexico
Governor Bruce King's office were present,
as was Greg Devejian, of the federul Small
Business Administration, who spoke aboul

the achievements of the Cumbres & Toltec
Scenic Railroad Commission in finding the
funds and restoring the historic K-27 engine,

Nonalcoholic champagne was poured for
everyone and Lewis H, Entz, Colorado's
other commissioner, presented a toast to the
rebirth of 463. Swede Johnson was then
given the honor of breaking the champagne
over the engine’s smoke box—it made those
present feel proud to be part of the process
that hrought this historic engine back to life.

On Sunday, June 19, there was another
large turnout at the Antonito depot for the
dedication ceremony of the three new pas-
senger coaches and the maugural run of 463
to Osier. Addressing the gathering were Jim
Grisenti, US West Foundation; Jack
Carraher, Manville Fund; Richard Gomez,
Farmer's Home Administration; Hugh
Fowler, Denver: Swede Johnson, Antonito;
Bob Loevy, Colorado Senator Mike Bird's
representatve; and Tern Morton-Wheeler,
Colorado Congressman Scott Mclnnis's rep-
resentative. Also acknowledged were the lo-
cal county commissioners, the Antonito City
Council, the CETS Kailroad Commission,
and many Kyle Railway employees.

At Osier, Richard Gomez dedicated the
newly built balloon loop, and plagues and
photographs were presented to the
Commiszion recognizing the contributions
of everyone involved in the projects,

Watch for more about 463 and the Oser
locp in future issues of the C&TS Dispatch.

Joe €. "Swede” fohuson christens histaric
K27 locomotive no. 463, Anfontfo, Colorads,
Mey 28, 19, Pholograph by Leo Schmilz.

Friends Interpretive
Center opens

The Friends realized another one of its im-
portant long-range goals with the opeming
of an Inl-;:rpn:tiw.: Center in Chama, New
Mexico, on June 11, 1994, After months of
planning, an opportunity to lease a commer-
cial building in downtown Chama became
available, and the Friends has leased a build-
ing at 614 Terrace Ave., on the main street
and just south of the C&TS depot. The goal
of the center 15 to provide an opportunity
for wisitors to Chama to learn more about the
history of the railroad and its operations.
The head of the all-volunteer staff manning
the center, Carmen Knoob, stated “the
Interpretive Center 15 a natural outgrowth of
the interpretation of the railroad provided
by the Friends through our walking tour
brochure” (which guides visttors through
the railroad yards),

The Interpretive Center has a large TV

monitor, which plays video tapes of the ral-
road provided by Friends member and video
photographer Les Jarrett of Railway
Productions. In addition, many of our artis-
tically inclined members have provided a
beautiful display of art, showing the history
of nareow gpauge railroading through ml
paintings, watercolors, and photographs.
Maore displays will he added, mcluding pho-
tographs, RPD cancellations, and artifacts
from the railroad.

Visitors to the center will be encouraged
to ride the C&TS if their plans have not -
cluded domng so, and it is hoped that they
will have a much greater understanding of
the role the railmad plaved in opening the

Members oulside the Friends Interpretive
Center tn Chama (from the lefll: fronl row,
Glenden Casteel, Boll Lack, and Bill Kepner,
Back row, Ralph Flowers, Roger Breeding,
Mark Yates, Earl Knoob, Carmen Knoob, and
Tid Rosze. fune 11, 1994, Phologvaph v Steve
Schroeder

Rocky Mountain West when they leave
Charma. All proceeds from the gift shop in
the [Interpretive Center will be used to sup-
port the work of the Fniends.

Persons who have items they beheve
may he appropriate for display or who want
information ahout the Interpretive Center
should call Carmen Knoob (505) 756-1875,
or write to her care of the Fnends, PO, Box
222 Chama, NM B7520.
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Tank
Lars fo

e six historic tank cars from Alaska

I have been fully restored and returned

to service. On June 11, 1994, the
Friends chartered a freight train on the
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad to inau-
purate the restored tank cars and to re-cre-
ate a typical double-headed historic freight
tramn on the 114-year-old line.

There were no examples of these his-
toric tank cars when the states of New
Mexico and Colorado purchased the railroad
in 1970, After over ten years of work, the
Friends of the C&TS, the museum suppor
group that assists in the historic restoration
of the railroad, acquired the tank cars in
Alaska in 1991 and brought them home to
Chama in March 1992, These cars had been
among the onginal ones runmng between
Chama and Alamosa from 1927 to 1963,

w
*’%u e

This gestvere draweng s from momber Carol Anne ;“?‘E‘?Mﬂ}: 5 S‘J&'."r:ﬁbﬂmk. Al Lobata, passen-
gers shamd along the photo line as the freight bz made one of several yun-hys,

when they were moved to Alaska. After al-
most thirty vears in Alaska, the cars were
restored to their original appearance and
numbers by the Friends.

In addition to over 100 passengers, also
aboard the train were three corporate offi-
cers from Union Tank Car Co. of Chicago:
President Ken Fizchl and Senior Vice
Presidentzs Chuck Ferczok and Lou
Kulekowskis. The Unmion Tank Car Co.,
winch on@nally alt the cars in 1907, made
a major donation toassist in the purchase of

the tank cars. In addition, other corporate
sponsors included the Burlington Northern,
the Umion Pacific, and the Southern Pacific
railroads, which donated transportation
along much of the almost 4,000 mile return
journey to New Mexico.

President Ken Fischl of UTLX stated that
“it15 a proud day for both the Union Tank
Car Co. and the Friends of the C&TS to have
these authentic, arginal tank cars running
exactly the way they did over sty vears

Phote vun-by at La&am June 11, J!!il‘!sl'd Pﬁulﬂgmpfr Iﬂ. Steve SEhmdz*r
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From (he laft; Friends Timk Car Commiftee
Chair Fred Enighty UTLX Senior Vice
Prestdent Louw  Kulekowskis; Friemds
President Bill Lock, UTLX President Ken
Fischl; and UTLX Sentor Vice Pregident
Chuck Ferezok. fune 11, 1994, Photographs by
Ernie Robart,

The C& TS prowdly displayed as helter engine
for the Friends charter trip vecently restored
erigine J6.3 (R-27 class) along with vogd en-
Fime 497 (R-37 clasg). The six hemdsomely ve-
stored narrow-frame tank cars mimediatoly
follmwed the exgones on therr way wp Cumbres
Fuss,

The Friends chavter freight arriving al
Cumbres, Here, helper engine 463 tursed on
fhe wve and refierned to Chama.
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The Wasatch & North and
The North Georgia Live Steamers

"Steam in Minighere" appeared tn the May 1993 issue. It featsred member Frod Spriviger's live steamers and his Hamlin, Owuler Beli & Ovient
Railroad, In this issue we feature the live steamers of fuwo more sembers: Chales DeWitt of Keysville, Utah, and Dowglas van Veelest of Dusooody,

Georgia.

Charles DeWitt's Wasalch & North Ratlroad is
1 inch o the fool seale with a gawge of 4 and
374 inches; 7N feet of frack circle the Rotise
and garden, with a sfpr track to the enginn
howse. The ratlroad has a 4-6-2 locomotive
modeled after Southern Railvoad’s wo, 1405,
butlt by Beldwm tn 1928, Charles built the
enmine betwveen 1976 and 1987, with fime oul
Sor comstraection of @ malling machine and o bif
and ool grinder using castings and plang
from England. The Wasatch and North also
has two flat cars (for viding), o boxcay, and a
cabonse. The cars were scratch bt except for
cotplers and frucks. In this view the Wasalch
Mountains can be seen in the distance.
Photographs by Charies DeWitt,

The 4-6-2 emgone 15 coal fived and carries TKD
fiasl. Wiater capacity 15 & galfons in the tender
and 2,75 pallons in the botler, The engine

Srames, drive wheels, leading and fraling

truicks, lemder brucks, cvlimders, and saddles
were prerchased. The remainder was seraich
beill, Charles 13 compleling a second locomo-
tiwe—a I and 1/2 tneh to the foot scale narvvow
patpe Shay, Hewrites that “huedding a steam
focomofive has veally allowed me o afpreciole
cend wenclersteend e full size engines and has
made my fetps do Chama wore enjoyable than
they woteld have been, "
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Member Donglas van Veelen sent us informa-
tiow abowut the live steam club in Atlanta
amed the North Georgia Live Sleamers. The
cluh has 3,000 feet of 7 and 1.2 inch powge
track on the property of the Allanta Chapler
National Raihway Histortcal Society Musem,
Members of the Friends are welcome to visit
the club, If steams wp with the museum on the
thard weckend of the month from April to
Octofier. Donglas was an HOn3 modeler wntil
he saw an ad for a 1 and 12 wch to the foot
scale, 4 and 3/4 inch gauge 2-6-2. His equip-
wierl wow irchudes DERGW ne. 50, with both
narrow gud standard pauge wheel sels,
Because there is very [itlle d and 39 gauge in
the Southeast, he 15 gotng to 7 and 142 tnch
gauge: Shown here is DERGW no. 340 the C-
19 was modeled 2 and 1)2 (nches o the fool
scale by clih member Kevin Doe, who was an
active member of the Colorado Railroad
Musenm until he transferred to Georgia,
Photographs courtesy of Douglas van Veelen.

The twin working single-stage air pronds on
engne 340,

Frlton Coundy narrow gauge wo. 1 (American
tupe) on bhe bramsfer table i the steaming bays
of the North Georpnae Live Steamers.

Viol. 7 No. 3
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Highlights of the March 1994 Board of Directors Meeting

by ART NICHOLS — Editor

The Board of Directors met in Albuguergque,
New Mexico, on March 18 and 19, The
meeting was devoted to both immediate
business and long-range planning.

Several vacancies were filled: Ralph
Flowers was unanimously elected to fill the
vacancy created by the resignation from the
Board of Tina Tebbens, and Richard
Mathews was appointed as the Colorado rep-
resentative on the Executive Committee, a
position that had been held by Tina. Robin
Kumler was unammously elected reasurer,
filling the vacancy created by the resignation
as treasurer by Wayne Freeark. Also by a
unanimous vote, Steven Schroeder was
elected assistant treasurer.,

The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad
Commission will order a replacement
builder's plate for engine 463, and the
Friends will purchase twenty-five castings of
this replica for resale.

Committee Reporis

CommumiTy RELATIONS: Carmen
Knoob and Richard Mathews are the newly
appointed cochairs of the committee,
Carmen will be “Ambassador” to Chama and
Richard will be “Ambassador” to Anbomito.
The Friends will open an Interpretive
Center in Chama [see page 3 i this issuel.

FUNDRAISING: T-shirts and sweatshirts
have been reordered with an engine 463 de-
sign. With the engine refurning to service
this year, there should be a large demand for
the shirts. Craig Kumler reported that he
had undertaken to sell a cache of back is-
sues of the Narrow Gaupge Gazette, and he
presented the Friends with a check for $337
from the sales profits,

HisTorICAL: New Mexico's State Hiztoric
Preservation Division supports our idea of
using different color schemes on structures
along the narrow gauge to indicate different
eras during passage over the line.
INTERPRETATION: The walking tour
brochure from previous years will be
reprinted for the upcoming season. A new
hrochure is being written.

LigrarY: The Board approved recom-
mending to the C&TS Ranlroad Commission
that the Commission explore with the
Friends the establishment of a joint-use fa-
cility for a library and an archives.
ProjEcTS: To this date fourteen propects
have been established for the summer work
sessions. We are working with the
Commisszion and Eyle Rathways to pgmyback
the purchase of materials. Project planners
will have all material requests ready by the
end of Apnl.

RatLran: Ted Rose will provide new art
for the Meonlight Train brochure, A delega-
tion from the Union Tank Car Company

headquarters in Chicago has accepted our
invitation to ride the Railfan Photo
Excursion on June 11.

SAFETY: Although OSHA compliance 15 not
required by the Friends because of our all-
volunteer work organization, we still desire
to ohserve the safety regulations that all
tram employees must follow, that 15, the
Federal Railroad Administration regulations.
As always, we should “exercise due care,” as
the Denver & Rino Grande Western urged.

One dav of the Board of Directors meet-
ing was devoted to long-range planning. The
directors made several major decisions: {1}
the Friends will maintain a permanent of-
fice and (2) the organization will continue to
use Bl Lock's office in Albuquergue as our
permanent office. There was extended dis-
cussion about the administrative tasks in the
office, the work invnolved in carrying out ex-
cursions, the admimstrative tasks associ-
ated with the summer work sessions, the
function of merchandise offers from the
Friends, input into the C&TS Railroad
Commission’s long-term planning, and the
establishment of a vearly calendar for
Friends projects.

A telephome Board of Doreclors meeling s
held om May 14, The 1994 Annncl Meeting of
the Board will be held Saturday, fuly 23, tn
Chama, New Mexico.

Wanted

Leslie Tribble, consultant to the Rio Grande
Forest Service, is interested in acquiring old
photographs of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic
Railroad. They would be used in'a display
provided by the Forest Service; its proposed
location would be Antonite. Keaders who
have such photographs and would be willing
to lnan or donate them to this project should
contact

Leshe Tribhle

580 Spruce

Monta Vista, CO 81144
Telephone: (719) B52-0720

Narrow Gauge Convention

The Friends will be represented at the
Fourteenth Narrow Gauge Convention to be
held at the Holiday Inn (I-70 and Chambers
Road) m Denver, Wednesday, August 31, to
Saturday, September 3, 1994, For informa-

tion call Sam March, who 1s cleur of the com-
mittee overseeing the Friends' booth —
(303) 699-8329.

Correction

Edgar Boles, shown at the left in the photo-
graph on page one of the May 1994 issue, is
an architect in the Historic Preservation
Division of the New Mexice Office of
Cultural Affairs. At the time of the awards
ceremony, Lynne Sehastian was Acting State
Historic Preservation Officer.
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DIRECTOR'S

VIEWPOINT
by WADE HALL — Deita, Colorado

A native Colovadan, Wade Hall has Been a ratlvoad enthusiast as long
as he can remember, and he has been a regular nayvow gavge visilor
sonce the 19605, He 15 @ charter member of the Friends and his served
om the Board of Directors since 1592, alzn serving duwring 1992-93 s
secretary of the Friends. Wade s also the author of a book chronicling
the railroad history of Salida, Colorado. Wide and his wife; Cathy, Ire
m Delle, Colorade, where he 15 comnfy assessor

My first visits to “narrow gauge country” occurved in 1967 and
1968, during the last days of DE&RGW aperations from Alamosa to
Durango and Farmington. During those dark days if someone had
taold me that over a quarter-century kater trains would still be cross-
ing Cumbres Pass, | would have said they were nuts, [ stll find it
hard to believe that the C&TS exists at all. [ts survival is truly & mie-
acle, Equally miraculous to me is the fact that a group of individuals
dedicated to the preservation of this historic, operating treasure
has grown into the 1,000 plus member organization known as the
Friends of the C&TS, There are also many equally dedicated people,
most notably those of the C&TS Railroad Commission and of the
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad itzelf, who toul tirelesshy on as the
railroad prepares to enter the twenty-first century,

I have been an active volunteer on the property since 1986, I'm
not sure that makes me an “old bead” (to borrow a rallroad term),
but I have been
around long enough
to see the Friends
oo itk @ larpe and
respected railroad
preservation organi-
zation. And I firmly
believe our best
days are vet to
eome! We, as an or-
ganizgation, are un-
dertaking projects
now that would have
looked like Mount
Everest in 1986; we
have come a long
way, We've hit a few low joints {railroading term again) along the ling,
bt all in all we enjoy 3 status which few volunteer railroad preser-
vation organizations (or any other) have attained.

Before we all get giddy patting ourselves on the back, however,
we need to remind ourselves of a few things. First, as much as we
have accomplished, far more remains to be done, Cur list of poten-
tial projects is long and growing longer. We will never be finished.
The need for preservation work on the C&TS is continual,

Second, our success has bred its own set of challenges. Many of
the “simple” projects have been accomplished. Our future projects
are going to become more lengthy, more complicated, and more
eostly. Thiy will demand more planning and more resources, and the
results will be highly visible and highly scrutinized. We're entening
the big leagues of historic preservation

The commtment, cost, and complexity of our future projects
brings me to my final point: our membership and volunteers,
Everything we have done to date has come to fruition because of the
dedication of our volunteers membership, 1 have special regard for

Wade Hall

See Director’s Viewpoint, page 11

COMMISSION REPORT

by LEO SCHMITZ — Executive Director
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad Commission

MARCH 26, 1994, ALAMDSA, COLORADO. The Commission recerved
information and took achion on many 1ssues at the March 1994 meet-
ing, Listed below are some of those 153ues.

The Small Business Administration (SBA) project is nearing
completion—the three new passenger coaches were placed into
service at the end of the 1993 season and K-27 locomotive no. 463
1% almoest fimshed [the first steam-up was on April 27). The dedica-
tion and christening of 463 will be on opening day, May 28, and the
wmangural rim will take place on June 19 [see page 3 in this 1ssue.]

The 1994 season looks very promising. General Manager Joe
Vigil reported that a seat assignment system 15 in place and that
many reservations have been booked, There has been a full-time
reservatiomst in the Chama office this past winter in contrast to a
part-time person in previows years. The advertising program has
been increased by 10 percent over 1993: TV advertising is up 73 per-
cent and outdoor ads are up 78 percent. Certified Brochure
Disteibuting will distribute 200,000 new brochures, covering
Colorado, Mew Mexico, west Texas, and the [-40 cornidor across
Arnizona. There will be yvear-round coverage in Denver, the Front
Range, Taos, and Santa Fe. An addihional 275 (M0 brochures have
been printed. The sdvertsing budget is $151,000; the brochures are
a separate promotion line item of 25,000,

Equipment is being readied for the season. The open rider gon-
dola in Antonito will be repaired, and the hallast regulator has had
bearings and axles installed and is ready for service. Five locomo-
tives should he available on opening day, with the sixth engine ready
shortly thereaiter.

The status of Commuisswon grant apphcations and awards 15 as fol-
lows:

= Colorado Gaming Fund—318,060, Cumbres and Osier sec-

tson houses

+ Hoettcher Foundation —$50,000, applied toward four pazsen-

ger coaches

= Gates Foundation—$§60,000, apphied toward four passenger
coaches

= 15 West Foundation—§10,000, applied toward four passenger
coaches

= FHA—$75,000, new ties on Cascade Trestle

= SBA—3550,000), three passenger coaches and engine 463

* EDA—seeking $250,000, applied toward four passenger

coaches

+ ISTEA—seeking $144, 000, Chama depot.

{(FHA, Farmers Home Administration; EDA, Economic
Development Administration: ISTEA, Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act.)

The new ash pit in the Chama vard is complete, with the excep-
tion of the sidewalk, which will be poured towards the end of April.
The design of the new pit is deeper, with more structural support,
resulting m a much more secure and useful pit.

The Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Ralroad requested
approval to come ento the property and undertake historic preser-
vahion projects during their summer volunteer work sessions. The
commissioners approved the request by a unanimous vote.

Ciombres & Tollee Scenic Ravlrogd Commrission:  Spencer Wilson,
Chatr; Wevne Qresnlan, Vice Chair; Carl Tiorner, Secretary; and Letets
H. Entz, Treasurer: A report on the fune 18, 1994, Commisston nigel-
o will appear in the Seplember issue.,
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LETTERS

TO

THE FRIENDS

Readers are encouraged fo wrile on any lodic pertinent to the work of the Friends and the history, preservation, and interpretation of the
Cumbres & Thitec Scenic Railroad, Send yowr lelters to the editor at 1307 45tk Street, Los Alamos, NM 87544 All letters will be acknowledged

and somme editong may be done fo conserve space,

PEN PAL WANTED

Please find enclosed a completed form and
cheque to join the Friends of the Cumbres &
Toltec Scenic Rallroad. The reason [ am
writing is that | am interested in corre-
sponding with someone who is involved in
the C&TS Railroad.

My interests are in narrow gauge rail-
roads, particularly the Bio Grande, | am
looking at modeling the regon as soon as my
wife and | move to a bigger home which can
accommodate a layout. As well as railroads
| am interested in corresponding on a more
peneral level.

S0 if vou could help me find a C&TS pen
pal who would like to wnite to Austraba, [
would very much appreciate it. By the way,
we recently watched a video of the C&TS
and were impressed with the scenery as
well a5 the tramns. Keep up the good work.

Thanking you in anticipation,

Michael Deron

27 Washington Strect
Eszendon

Victoria, Australia 3040

0252 AN ASSET

Enclosed is my check for the video offered in
the February 1994 issue [Les Jarrett's “1993
C&TS Year in Review"].

It was another excellent issue, with var-
ety, great pictures, and attractive layout. 1
was particularly pleased to read of the pur-
chase of Pullman sleeper 0252. That is a
great move, and it will be a real asset.

Keep up the pood work! I'm just sorty
that I live so far away.

John €. Schusler
Tonwsows, MDD

TUNNEL NEAR CRESCO

About one mile east of Cresco on the C&ETS,
there 1s a small tunnel in the hillside on the
north side of the track. There 15 a mound of
earth in the entrance, which at one time may
have blocked access, but now leaves enough
room for a person to enter the tunnel. I have
hiked in the area looking for the site of 2 W,
H. Jackson photo of Hamilton's Point and
just to see that part of the line.

On one of my hikes, [ went into the tun-
nel to zee what more [ could learn about it.

( The rock looked solid, and showed no sign
of collapse.) There was a low buzz from
some kind of gnat. I found that the tunnel
went back 30 feet or so, and then spht. The
right branch formed a larper chamber that
ended m about ten feet. The left branch an-
gled away and then disappeared behind an-
other mound of earth after ten feet or so, 1
didn't attempt to go farther than the junc-
tion, as the knats were getting thicker the
farther I went in, and made a loud eerie buzz
behind the second mound of earth,

From the construction of the tunnel and
its location on a change in the type of rock,
I think the tunnel must have been a prospect
hole.

In the mterest of safety, it may be advis-
able to seal (or reseal) the tunnel. Before
this 1s done, [ would like to suggest that for
some special occasion, such as one of the
Friends' moonlight excursions, it might be
fun to recreate a fly-hy-night mining camp
there. Mining activity was the driving force
biehind the building of this rail line, but ther:
are few evidences of mining work existing or
rermaining aleng the CE TS, How about a few
tents, with signs such as “Honest John
Assay Office” and “Lizzie's Boarding
House," anid a wheelbarrow of mocks, per-
haps with a big chunk of fool's gold on top,

Righty the tunnel enfrance, Below: @ view -
side the lennel. Photographs by George Swain,

and some rough-and-ready actors 1o wave
at the passengers as they go by? An actor on
the train could nffer *stock” in the mine, and
thus let people know when the train is ap-
proaching the site.

In any event, | would like to know more
about the tunnel—when was it dug, who la-
hored there, and who financed it? The tunnel

See Letrers, page [

Page 10

Vol. 7 No. 3




First Day Issue. from page |

will be available with a number of different
combinations of the five stamps. The same
design will be available on T-shirts and
sweat shirts produced by the Friends. The
Friends will alsp host an evening reception
at its new Interpretive Center in Chama.
The five locomotives featured on the
stamps have a rich history. The General was
built for the Western & Atlantic Railroad and
i5 most famous for its adventure, “the great
locomotive chase,” when Linion raiders siole
the engine in April 1862 and headed down
the line, destroying track and bridges be-
hind them. The Gereral 15 displayed today in
Kennesaw, Georgia, the city from which it
was stolen in 1862, It was extensively re-
built in 1870, and is displayed today in that

form.

On May 10, 1869, the Central Pacific
Railroad locomotive Jupiter participated in
the famous Golden Spike ceremony at
Promontory, Utah, celebrating the comple-
tion of the first transcontinental rail line. A
replica of the fififer along with a replica of
the Union Pacific's American-type No. 119,
operates today at the Golden Spike Nabonal
Historie Site at Promontory.

No. 242, formerly the Crocker was built
by Wilson Eddy in the Western Railroad
shops in Sprngheld, Massachusetts, for the
Boston & Albany Railroad. Eddy's locomo-
tives ran so smopthly that their precision
earned them the title of "Eddy Clocks.”

No. 1), was the prototype for the
Pennsylvania Railroad's Class K passenger
train locomotives designed to run at very

high speed. The last surviving American-
type of the Pennsylvania, a Class D-16, is
displaved at the Railroad Museum of
Pennsylvania, Strasburg.

No. 998 was built for the New York
Central & Hudson River Railroad, and it set
a speed record of 112.5 mph near Batavia,
New York, on May 10, 1893, while pulling a
four-car Empire State Express. After set-
ting this record, the engine was displaved at
the Columbian Exposition. No. 999 is dis-
played today in a greatly altered state at the
Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago.
The musenm 15 one of the remaining
Columbizn Exposition buildings.

The Friends is pleased that we were a
part of the team that suggested to and as-
sisted the USPS in holding the ceremony in
Chama.

Letters, from pagei

15 at MP 334.1. In land office terms, it isn
the NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of Section 24 of
Colorado T32N, R4E. If anvone has infor-
mation, please send 1t to me in care of the
editor.

George Swatn
Cando, ND

RAILFAN PHOTO FREIGHT TRAIN

Hats off to the Friends and the crew for the
recent tank car freight special of June 11. 1
fee] that this was one if not the best charter
trips conducted by the Friends that | have

ridden. The mix of photo opportunities with
a relatively early arrival hack to Chama made
for an excellent combination. 1 hope every-
one had as an enjoyable time as [ did.
Enclosed is a photo taken of the tram de-
parting Lehato sidhing just after the first run
Iy Mot to fear, [ had a ticket and joined the
group a1 Cumbres. Again, hats off to the
crew behind the grganization of this top.

Richard P Reiff
FPuebln, CO

The plamyong and carrvong ol of this very
successful event was done by the Railfan
Commiltee, headed by Vice President and
Dhrector Welliaom Kefrer
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Director’s Viewpoint from page 9

all volunteers, not only ours. Volunteerism is
agreat virtue, Our volunteers, however, are
truly special. None of our volunteers are
“iory tower” types. Every one of our vol-
unteers has slogeed it out in the trenches of
preservation work, Our survival as an orga-
nization, and our success in meeting our
preservation goals, depends on growing,
nurturing, ard challenging our volunteers—
they transform our goals from abstract ideas
into tangible reality. Simlarly, it 1s the moral
and financial support of our membership
which gives the volunteers the tools to ac-
complish the goals of our organization. The
roles of volunteers and membership are -
tertwined and symbiotic, The Friends' sur-
vival and growth depend on all of us.

I would like to close on a personal note.
Hits the opportunity for me to do volunteer
wiirk on an honest-to-God operating railroad
heen greats Absolutely! Has the chance to
help preserve some of our historical rail-
roading heritage been fulfilling? You bet!
What has been truly wonderful for me,
though, 15 the fmendships 've developed
among volunteers and members of the
Friends of the C&TS, the Cumbres & Toltec
Scenic Railroad, and the C&TS Railroad
Commission. The people associated with
this histornical anachromism are truly out-
stancing. For those of vou who haven't vis-
ited or volunteered, vou need to come see
what | mean. You wen't be disappointed.

Tewnhe ear fretght special af Lobato, Photograph
by Richard P Reiff
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Al three classes af lo-
comaotives on  the
C&TS are seenm n
thes view looking west
Sfrom the Antonilo en-
e howse, From the
lefe: K-37, no. 495;
=36, wo. 484; and
K-27, no, 463, June
19, 1994, Photograph
Iy Evme Robart,

Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec
Scenic Railroad, Inc.

5732 Osuna Road NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109
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