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FRIENDS PARTICIPATE IN FESTIVITIES 

The United States Postal Service has an­
nounced that Chama will be the site for the 
first Day of Issue of five postage stamps, 

each commemorating a nineteenth century steam 
locomotive. The 6ve. first class 29-cent stamps 
";u be placed on sale for the first time July 28, 
1994. at a ceremony co be held near the depot of 
the Cumbrcs & Toltec Scenic Railroad. 

The stamps deJ)ict famous American-type 
steam locomotives built between 1855 and 1893. 
The American type became the most popular lo­
comotive in Nonh America in the nineteenth cen­
tury. It had four leading, or pony, wheels up front 
for stability and guidance, with four taller driving 
wheels for power. This arrJngemenl gave the 
American type both a graceful symmetry and good 
ridi11g qualities. The locomotives shown on the 
stamps are William S. Hudson's General, 
1855/1870; Walter McQueen's j11p1ter, l868; 
Wilson Eddy's No. 242. 1874; TheodoreEly'sNo. 
10, 1881; and William Buchanan's No. 999, 1893. 

The day's activities in Chama will get under 
way with a fol'mal ceremony at 9:00 a.,n .• allowi,11: 
passengers the oppertunity to anend before board­
ing the scheduled train to Osier. Abigail French, 
Chama Postmaste~ will preside over the program. 
Allen R. Kane, Vice President of Marketing, 
United States Postal Service, will represent 
Postmaster General M.arvin Run}•on and give the 
address. Al$0 coming to Chama from Washingtou. 
O.C., will be Jolene Molitoris, head oft.he l'ederal 
Railroad Administration. and William Withune of 
the Smithsonian Institution. Other distinguished 
guests will be Spencer Wilson, Professor of 
History, New Mexico Institute of Mining and 

Technology, Socorro, and a member of lhe C&TS 
Railroad Commission and a director of u,e Friends 
of tl1e C&TS; George Lopez, Acting Albuquerque 
District Manager of the Postal Service: and James 
L. Ozment, O&RGW Railroad, Construction 
Engineer (Retired). Denver, Colorado. Several 
Chama res1denL4i will participate in Lhe program: 
Sharon Berryman and Reynaldo Chavez will sing 
the National And1em. accompanied by Mary Rose 
Esquibel; Rev. Daniel M. Balizan, Pastor, St. 
Patrick's Catholic Church, will present the invo­
cation; and Mayor Antonio Gonzales will wekome 
the participants and audience to Chama. The 
Presentation of tl1e Colors will be given by P-ack 
no. 427, Boy Scouts of America. 

The USPS will have a booth at the site, where 
stamps may be purchased and cancelJed. St.amps 
will also be available in both sheet form and in 
booklets, and the USPS will offer other collec• 
tables and a souvenir program featuring an origi­
nal watercolor by John Coker-The Meet at 
Carota-' (a siding halfway between Chama and 
Durango on the old D&RGIV narrow gauge line). 
The Chama Chamber of Commerce will register 
and oversee the surrounding booths, where many 
organizations. including the Friends of the 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic luilroad, will offer ca­
chets and other mementos to the public. 

The Friends will be offering a special cachet en­
velope, also designed by John Coker, featuring lo­
comotive 488. The envelopes will be stamped by 
the Postal Service with the dace of July 28, 1994, 
and "Official First Day of Issue." The envelopes 

See First Day Issue, page I I 
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June 11, 1994, will forever stand out as a significant 
day for the Friends! Many members and I experienced 
perhaps the best photo freight train exhibition that I 

have ever seen. The weather, the planning (done so ably by 
Vice President Bill Kepner). and the execution of the plan­
ning (done by Director Earl Knoob and the crew of the 
C&TS) were superb. In addition, there were two other 
very important aspects of the day for me that really proved 
to be icing on the cake. 

Running those six historic tank cars at the head of this 
train (behind double-beaded engines 463 and 497) was the 
culmination of a great deal of work and support by many 
people. My first letter to the White Pass & Yukon RR was 
in 1982, six years before we even officially chartered the 
Friends. Seeing those tank cars go up the mountain for the 
first time in thirty-one years gave me tremendous satis­
faction for the hard work of so many people that had gone 
into the project. It also represented the fact that in all re­
spects the Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic 
Railroad had come to maturity as an organization. We had 
made a sufficient track record to attract the donations nec­
essary to raise money for the project, we had the credibil• 
ity to contract for the return of the tank cars, and we had 
the ability to restore those cars to their original 1927 ap­
pearance. What a great compliment to our organization! 

The other special thrill from June 11, 1994, was the op­
portunity to be with three wonderful corporate officers 
from the Union Tank Car Company of Chicago. I could not 
have enjoyed more spending the day with President Keo 
Fischl and Senior Vice Presidents Chuck Ferczok and Lou 
Kulekowskis. all from tl1e Chicago area. They accepted our 
invitation to panicipate in the tank car run and came to 
Chama for this special event. On a business level I can see 
why with people of this caliber Union Tank Car Co. has 
been so successful over the years. All of the Friends di­
rectors who were on the trip and I really enjoyed spending 
time with each of them, and they also seemed to have a 
wonderful time on the trip. All in all, it was a great day. 

Planning and preparations are actively under way for 
our upcoming volunteer work sessions at the end of July. 
We have received a large number of applications and we 
should be able to carry out the projects that have been 
planned for this summet Look for a detailed account in the 
September C&TS Dispatch of the work accomplished dur­
ing 1994. 

[ hope that the summer is going well for you and best 
wishes. 

- BILL LOCK 
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463 Dedicated at Antonito 
Inaugural Run to Osier 
It was a welcorne sight on opening day, 

Saturday, May 28, to see such a large 
ttJrnout al Antonito for the christening 

ceremony of locomotive no. 463. The em­
cee, Colorado Commissioner Wayne 
Quinlan, welcomed everyone and introduced 
Joe C. "Swede" Johnson of Antonito, who 

Friends Interpretive 
Center opens 
Tbe Friends realized another one of its im­
portant long-range goals with the opening 
of an Interpretive Center in Chama, New 
Mexico, on June 11. 1994. Alter months of 
planning, an opportunity to le.ase a commer• 
cial buHding in downtown Chama became 
available, and the Friends bas leased a build· 
iag at 614 Terrace Ave .• on the main sh·ecl 
and just south of the C&TS depoL The goal 
of the center is to provide an opportunity 
for visitors to Chama to learn more about the 
history of the railroad and its operations. 
The head of the all-volunteer staff manning 
the center, Carmen Knoob. stated "the 
Interpretive Center is a natural outgrowth of 
the interpretation of the railroad provided 
by tile Friends through our walking tour 
brochure" (which guides visitors through 
the railroad yards). 

The lnccrpretive Center has a large TV 

Vol. 7 No. 3 

gave a brief history of how 463 came to be 
and acknowledged all those who had helped 
to make this tweoty,four-year dream a real­
ity. Representatives from New Mexico 
Governor Bruce King's office were present., 
as was Greg Devejian, of the federnl Small 
Business Administration. who spoke abou1 

monitor, which pla}"S video tapes of the rail­
road provided by Friends member arid video 
photographer Les Jarrett of Rai I way 
Producuons. ln addition. rnany of our artis­
tically inclined members have provided a 
l>eautiful display of art, showing the history 
of narrow gauge railroading through oil 
paintings, watercolors, and photographs. 
More displays ,vill be added, including pho­
tographs, RPO cancellations, and artifacts 
from the railroad. 

Visitors to the center will be encouraged 
to ride the C& TS if their plans have not in• 
eluded doing so, and it is hoJ)ed that they 
will have a much greaccr understanding of 
the role the railroad played in opening the 

i\lembers outsid(! lhe Friends Interprelive 
Ce11ttr in Chama (fr.,. the le/I): front row. 
Glmden O,st,e~ 811/ l.cck, and Bill Kepner. 
Back row, Ralph Flowers, Roger Bretdi11g, 
Mark Yates, Emf K11oob. Carmen Knt)ob, and 
Ted ROSt.Jwuil 1, 1994. Phololfraph by Slet~ 
&:hroeder. 
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the achievements of the Cumbres & Tollec 
Scenic Railroad Commission in finding the 
funds and restoring the hisloric K-27 engine. 

Nonalcoholic champagne was poured for 
everyone and Lewis H. E:nu, Colorado's 
otl1cr commissioner, presented a toast to the 
rebirth of ~63. Swede Johnson was then 
given the honor of breaking the champagne 
over the engine's smoke OOx-it made those 
present feel proud to be part or the process 
that brought this historic engine back to life. 

On Sunday, June 19, there was another 
large turnout at the Antonito depot for the 
dedication ceremony of the three new "'1S· 
senger ooachcs and the inaugur;I run of 463 
lo Osier. Addressing the gathering were Jim 
Griscnti, US West Foundation; Jack 
Carraher, Manville Fund; Richard Gomez, 
Farmer'5; Home Administration; Hugh 
Fowler, Denver: Swede Johnson, Antonito: 
Bob Loevy, Colorado Senator Mike Bird's 
representative; and Terri Morton-Wheeler. 
Colorado Congressman Scott Mclnnis's rep­
resentative. Also acknowledged were the lo• 
cal county commissioners. the Antonito City 
Council, the C&TS Railroad Commission. 
and many Kyle Railwai• ernployees. 

At Osier. Richard Gornet dedicated the 
newly built balloon loop. and plaques and 
photographs were presented to the 
Commission recognizing the contributions 
o( everyone involved ln the projects. 

Watch for more about 463 and the Osier 
loop in future issues or the C&TS Dispatch. 

Joe C. "Swedf'' Johnson christens. historic 
l<-27 locomotrve 110. 463. Anton1to, Colorado. 
May 28. 1994. Photograph by Leo Schmit,, 

Rocky Mountain West when they le.ave 
Chama. All proceeds from the gift shop in 
the Ioterprelive Center will be u$ed to sup­
J)(',rt the work of the Friends. 

Persons who have items they believe 
may be appropriate for display or who want 
information about the interpretive Center 
sh1Juld call Carmen Knoob (505) 756-1875, 
or write tlJ her care of the Friends, P.O. Box 
222, Chama, NM 87520. 
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The sbc histonc tank cars from Alaska 
have been fully restored and returned 
to service. On June 11, 1994. the 

Friends chartered a freight train on the 
Curnbres & 1bltec Scenic Railroad to inau­
gurate the restored tank tal"'S and to re-<:re­
ate a typical double-headed historic freight 
train oo the 114-ycar-old line. 

There were oo examples of these his­
toric tank cars when the states of New 
Mexico and Colorado purchased the railroad 
jn 1970. After over ten years of work, tbc 
Friends of the C& TS, the museum supp0r1 
group that assists in the historic restoration 
of the railroad, acquired the rank c;irs in 
Alaska in 1991 and brought them home to 
Chama in March 199'2. These cars had been 
among the odginal ones running between 
Chama and Alamosa from 1927 to 1963, 

This geshtrt draw,,,g ,s from member Carol Amu, Frem,an's sketchl>ook. Al loba/4. /!l,sse11-
gers stnnd alnng the photo line as the fre;ghi train mads one of seoeraJ nm-bys. 

when they were moved co Alaska. After aJ­
most thirq.1 years in Alaska, the cars were 
restored to their original appearance and 
numbers by the Friends. 

In addition to over 100 passengers, also 
aooard Ute train were three corporate offj. 
cers from Union Tank Car Co. of Chicago: 
President Ken Fischl and Senior Vice 
Presidents Chuck Ferczok and l..ou 
Kulekowskis. The Union Tank Car Co .. 
which originally built U,c cars in 1907, made 
a major donation to assist in the purchase of 

the tank cars. In addition, other corporate 
sponsors included the Burlington Northern, 
the Union Pacific, and the Southern Pacific 
railroads, which donated transportation 
along much of the almost 4,000 mile return 
journey to New Mexico. 

President Ken Fischl of l.!TLX stated that 
"it is a proud day for both the Union Tonk 
Car Co. and the Friends ol the C&TS to have 
these authentic, original tank cars running 
exactl)1 Ute way they did over sixty years 
ago." 

Photo r,111-by at .wbato. J11m 1 I. 1994. Photograph by Steve Schroetkr. 
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From the left: Friends 11,nk Car Commillee 
Chair Fred K11ight; UTLX Senior Vice 
President Lou Kulekowskis: Friends 
President Bill Lock; UTLX Presid;:11t Km 
Fischl; n11d UTI.X Smior Vice President 
Ch,u:k F,rczok.ju11e 11, 1994. Photographs by 
Emie Robar/. 

The Fr,e,,ds charter jreighl arriv111g at 
C11mbres. Here, h,lp,r ,11gine 463 turned on 
the tO)'e and retu.rned to Choma. 

Vol. 7 No. 3 
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The C& TS proudly displayed as helper ,ngi,,e 
jor the Friends charier trip rtcently restored 
engmt 463 ( K-27 class) <1long wi/.Jt road en­
gi11e 497 (K,17 closs). The siJ; ho,,dsom</y re­
s/(}rtd narrow-frame lnnk cars tmmed,ateJy 
fi11/uwed the engmes on /heir way up Cumbres 
Pass. 
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The Wasatch & North and 
The North Geor~a Live Steamers 
"Sllam in Miniaturt" appeartd in /ht MtJJ 1993 issut. lt/ealured mem/Jer Fred Sprmger's live steamers and his Hamlin. Outer &It & Orie11t 
Railroad. In /his issue we /ea/tire the live steamm of two more members: Charles DeWitt of Kaysville, Utah, a11d Douglas ua11 ¼,e/en of Dum,ootiy, 
Georgia. 

Charles DeWitt'.$ lltisatch & North Rai/Y()(ld is 
I inch liJ /he foot scale with a gouge of 4 and 
3/4 i11ch,.s: 700 feet of track circle tlw hotis, 
and gardcu, with a spur track /iJ /J,e engine 
house. The railroad has a 4-6•2 locomotive 
modeled after S011/hern Railroad'.$ no. 1405, 
bt<ilt by Baldwin in 1928. Charles built the 
eugine between 1976and 1987. with time out 
for co,istmctitm of a miJJing machfoe and ab,'/ 
and tool grin.tier using C(Utmgs and plans 
from England. The Wasatch and North lllso 
has two flat cars (/or riding), a boxcar, llnd ll 
ca.boost. The cars were scratch built except for 
couplers and fn,cks. in this view the Wasa/ch 
Mountains can be seen in the distance. 
Photographs by Charles De Witt. 
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The 4-6-2 e,,g,11e ,s roal fired and carries 100 
psi. 11111,r capacity ,s 6 gallons ill the knder 
aud 2. 751101/ons i11 the boiler. The engine 
frames, drive wlieefs, leading and trailing 
tmcks. tend.tr !Tucks, cylinders. 011d saddles 
were purchased. 77,e remainder was scro.Jclt 
builL 01a·rlts is completing a se-cmuJ locomo­
tive---(] I and 1/2 inch to thef()Ot scale narrow 
gauge Sha)', He tun·tes that ''building a steam 
loc,mwti,~ has reaUy llllowed me to appreciate 
aml understand the full size engines 011d hll$ 
mode my trrps to Chama mMe enjoyable than 
they wotttd have bun. 1• 
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Member Dauglas van Vee/en sent us informa­
tion about the live steam cl1"1 ;., Atlanta 
,iqmed the North Georgia Lfot Stea111lrS. The 
club hos 3,000 feet of 7 and l/2 inch gauge 
track on the Property of the Allon/a Chapter, 
National Railway Hiswrical Soddy Museum. 
Member.; of the Frintds art wtlcmne to visil 
the dub. It steams up with the museum on the 
third weekend of the monlh from April to 
October. Douglas was,,,, 110"3 11w</eur until 
he saw 011 ad for a 1 and I /2 inch to /ht fOOI 
scot,. 4 and .1/4 well gauge 2-6-2. His equip­
ment 110w inclwfes O&RGW no. 5Q, with /Joth 
narrow and standard gouge wheel sets. 
Bteau.,e there is vtry lilllt 4 and 3/4 gauge i,r 
the Southeast, he is lf(>i11g to 7 and 112 inch 
gauge. Shown here is D&RGW no. 340; the C-
19 was mQ(!eled 2 a11d 1/2 inches to the foot 
scale b)' club member Kevin D(Jt,, who was a,r 
active member of the Colora4o Railroad 
Muse«m until he tro11sferrtd to Georgia. 
Photographs co,utesy of Do11g/(ls va11 Vee/t11. 

n,e twi1J workrng srngle-stage air pumps o,J 
en1ti11e 340. 

Fu/1(),i Cmmly narrow gm,ge 110. I (American 
type) 011 the trans/" tablt in the stemnitl// bays 
of the Norlh Georgia Live Steamers. 
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Highlights of the March 1994 Board of Directors Meeting 
by ART NICHOLS - Editor 

The Boan! of Directors met in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, on March 18 and 19. The 
meeting was devoted to both immediate 
business and long-range planning. 

Several vacancies were filled: Ralph 
Flowers was unanimously elected to fi ll the 
vacancy created by the resigruition from the 
Board of Tina Tebbeos, and Richard 
Mathews was appointed as the Colorado rep­
resentative on the Executive Committee, a 
position that had been held by Tina. Robin 
Kumfer was unanimously elected treasurer, 
filling the vacancy cTeated by the resignation 
as treasurer by Wayne Freeark. Also by a 
unanimous vote, Steven Schroeder was 
elected assistant treasurer. 

The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 
Commission will order a replacement 
builder's plate for engine 463, and the 
Friends will purchase twenty-five castings of 
this replica for resale. 

Committee Repons 

COMM UNITY R.Et.l\TlON~: Carmen 
Knoob and Richard Mathews are the nev.1y 
appointed cochairs ol the committee. 
Carmen will be ''Ambassador" to Chama and 
Richa.rd will be "Ambassador" to Antonito. 
The Friends will open an Interpretive 
Center in Chama [see page 3 in this issue]. 

Wanted 
l.,eslie Tribble, consultant to the Rio Grande 
forest Service, is interested in acquiring old 
photographs of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic 
Railroad. They would be used in a displai· 
provided by the Forest Service; its proposed 
location would be Antonito. Readers v.110 
have such photographs and would be willing 
to loan or donate them to this project should 
contact 

Lestie Tribble 
580 Spruce 
Monta Vista, CO 81144 
Telephone: (719) 852-07'l9 

Narrow Gauge Convention 
The Friends will be represented at the 
Fourteenth Narrow Gauge Convention to he 
held at the Holiday Inn (1-70 and Chambers 
Road) in Denver, Wednesday, August 31, to 
Saturday, September 3, 1994. For infom1a-

Pages 

FU1''"DRAJSTNG: T-shirts and sweatshirts 
have been reordered with an engine 463 de• 
sign. With the engine returning to service 
this year, there should be a ~ demand for 
the shirts. Craig Kumler reported that he 
had undertaken to sell a cache of back is• 
sues of the Narrow Gauf/8 Gazelle. and he 
presented the Friends with a check for $337 
from the sales profits. 
HISTORICAi,: New Menco's Stale Historic 
Preservatjon Division supports our idea of 
using different color schemes on structures 
alo,ig lhe narrow gauge to indicate different 
eras during passage over the line. 
INTl~RPRBTATl()N: The walk ing tour 
bl"OChure from previous years will be 
reprinted for the upcoming season. A new 
brochure is being written. 
l.lBRARY: The Board approved recom­
mending to the C&TS Railroad Commission 
that the Commission explore with the 
Friends the establishment of a joint-use fa­
cility (or a Jibrary and an archives. 
PROJECTS: To this date fourteen projects 
have been establjshed for the summer work 
sessions. We are working with the 
Commission and Kyle Railw-,ys to piggyback 
the purchase of materials. Project planners 
will have all material requests ready by the 
end of April. 
RAILPAN: Tod Rose will prnvide new art 
for the Moonlight Train brochure. A delega­
tion from rhe Union Tank Car Company 

tion call Sam March, who is clsur or the com• 
mittee overseeing the Friends' booth -
(303) 699-8329. 

Correction 
Edgar Boles, shown at the left in the t>horo­
graph on page one or the May 1994 issue, is 
an architect in the Historic Preservation 
Division of the New .Mexico Office of 
Cultural Alfafrs. Ar the time of the awards 
ceremony, Lynne Sebastian was Acting State 
Historic Preservation Officer. 

C&'l'S Dispatch 

headquarters in Chicago has accepted our 
invitation to ride the Railf:m Photo 
Excursion on June 1l. 
SAFETY: Alihough OSHA compliance is not 
required by the Friends because of our all­
volunteer work organization. we still desire 
to observe the safety regulations that all 
train employees must follow. that is, the 
Federal Railroad Administration regulations. 
As always, we should "exercise due care," as 
the Denver & Rio Grande Western urged. 

One day of the Board n[ Directors meet­
ing was devoted to Jong-range planning. The 
directors made severa) major decisions: (1) 
the Friends will maintain a permanent of~ 
6ce and (2) the orgaruzation will continue to 
use Bill Lock's office in Albuquecque as our 
permanent office. There was extended dis­
cussion about the administrative tasks in the 
office, the work involved in carrying out ex­
cursions, the administrative tasks associ~ 
ated with tht! summer \\'Ork sessions, the 
function of merch3lld1se offers from the 
friends, input into the C&TS Railroad 
Commission's long-1erm planning, and the 
establishment or a yearly calendar fol' 
Fnends projec~. 

A telephone Board of Dirtt/ors nu,tti,,g u:as 
held on May 14. The 1994 Am11111/ Muting of 
the Board will be held Saturday, July 23, ill 
Chinna. New Mttico. 

1994 
Scfiec:fufe of Events 

July 20--22, weanesaay-rridily 
Vofuntcer Wom.Sessian "N 

July 22, Fria4y 
Ann1la£ Mectu19 and Program 

Cfuima 

July 23, SlltlU'llay 

Sixt.Ii Anrwa!Moo1W9ht Tonn 

Jufy 25-27, Monaay-W~ 
VoCuntttr ,volt Session• B" 

Octo6u 16, Sunday 
cfosi,19 Day -
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DIRECTOR'S VIE\VPOINT 
by WADE HALL- Delta, Colorado 

A native (;q/orodan, Wade Ha/I has been a rm/road e11Jh11siast os 1011g 
as lit ctm remember, 01td ht ha., been a regular narrow gauge 11isil<>r 
since the 1960s. fie is a c/1arterme111berof the Friends 1111d hos ser,,ed 
1111 the Board of DirecJors sinCJ! 1992. also serving durilfl{ 1992-93 as 
secretary of the Friends. Wade is also the author of a book chro11icli11g 
the railroad history of Salida, Colorado. Wade a11d h,s wife, Q,ti,» lrve 
i,, Della, C,,/orado, where he is ~mly assessor. 

My first visits to "narrow gauge country" occurred in 1967 and 
1968, during the last days of D&RGW operations from Alamosa to 
Durango and Farmington. Duril\g lhosc dark days if someone had 
told me that over a quarter-century later trains would still be cross­
ing Curnbres Pass, l would have said Liley were nuts. I still find it 
hard to believe that the C&TS exisu; at all. Its survival is truly a mir­
acle. Equally miraculous to me is u,e fact that a group ofindividuals 
dedicated to the preservation of this historic, operating 1teasure 
has grown into the 1,000 plus member organization knov,•n as the 
Friends of the C&TS. There are also many equally dedicated people, 
most notably those of the C&TS Railroad Commis,;ion and of the 
Curnbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad itself, who toil tirelessly on as the 
railroad prepares to enter the twenty-first century 

I have been an active volunteer on the property since 1986. I'm 
not sure U1at makes me an "old head" (to borrow a railroad Lerm), 
but I have been 
around long enough 
to see the Friends 
s.,rrow into a large and 
respected railroad 
preservation organi. 
zacion. And I finn1y 
believe our best 
days are yet to 
come! We, as an or­
ganization, are un­
dertaking projects 
now that wouJd have 
looked like Mount 
Everest in 1986: we 
have come a long 
way. We've hit a few low joints (railroading term again) along the line, 
but all in all we enjoy a status which few volunteer railroad preser­
vation organizations (or any other) ha,·e attained. 

Before we all get giddy patting ourselves on the back, however. 
we need to remind ourselves of a (ew things. First. as much as we 
have accomplished, far more remains to be done. Our list of poten­
tial projects is long and growing looger. We will never he finished. 
The need for preservation work on the C&TS is continual. 

Second, our success has bred iL, own set of challenges. Many of 
the .. simple" projects have been accomplished. Our future projects 
are going to become more length)•, more complicated, and more 
costly. They will demand more planning and more resources, and the 
results will be highly visible and highly scrutinized. We're entering 
the big Jeagues of historic preservation. 

The commitment. cost, and complexity of our future J)to,ects 
brings ine to my finaJ PQinc our membership and volunteers. 
Everything we have done to date bas come to fruition because of the 
dedication of our volunteers membership. I have special regard for 
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C O M l\I I S S I O N 1-{ E P O R T 
by LEO SCHMITZ - Executive Director 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad Commission 

MARCH 26, 1994, ALAMOSA, COLORADO. The Commis.sion received 
infonnation and took action on many issues at the March 1994 meet­
ing, Listed below are some of those issues. 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) project is nearing 
completfon-the three new passenger coaches were place(( into 
sen•ice at the end ol the 1993 season and K-27 locomotive no. 46.1 
is almost finished [the first steam-up was on April 27). The dedica­
tion and christening of 463 will be on opening day, May 2/l, and the 
inaugural run will take pJace on June 19 [see page 3 in this issue.] 

The 1994 season looks very promising. General Manager Joe 
Vigil reported Lhat a seat assignment system is in place and that 
many reservations have been booked. There has been a lull-time 
rescrvatiOl)ISt 1n the Charna office this past winter m coutrnst to a 
part-Lime person in previous years. The advertising program bas 
been u1creased by 10 percent o\'er l993: TV advertising is up 73 per­
cent and outdoor ads arc up 78 percent. Cenified Brochure 
01str1butinJ:: will distnbute 200,000 rtew brochures. covering 
Colorado, New Mexico, wesl Texas, and the 1-40 corridor across 
Arizona. There will be year4 round coverage in Denver, the Front 
Range, Taos. and Santa Fe. An additional 275.000 brochures have 
been printed. The advertising budget is $151,000; the brochures are 
a separ.,Le promotion line it.cm of $25,000. 

Equipn,ent ,s being readied for the 5""son. 1'he open rider gon­
dola in Antonito will be repaired, and the ballast regulator has had 
hearings and axles installed and is ready for service. Five locomo­
tives should be available on opening day. v;rith the sixth ens..1ine ready 
shortly thereafter. 

The status of Commission grJnt apptications and awards is as {of. 
lows: 

Colorado GanHnR Fund-$18,060, Cumbres and Os,er sec­
tion houses 
Boettcher Foundation - $50,000. applied toward lour passen, 
ger coaches 
Gates Foundation-$50,000, applied toward four passenger 
coachc5 

• US West Foundation-$10,000, applied toward four passen1.,,r 
cooches 

• FHA-$75,000, new ties on Cascade Trestle 
SBA--$550,000, three passenger coaches and engine 463 
EDA-seeking $250,000. applied Lowa.rd four passenger 
coaches 
!STEA-seeking $144,000. Chama depol 

(FIIA, J,"armers Home Administration; EDA, Economic 
Development Administration; ISTEA. lntermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency AcL) 

The new ash pit in the Chama yard is complete, with u,e excep­
tion of Lhcsidewalk. which will he poured towards the end of April. 
The desi~n of the new pit is deeper, with more structural support, 
resulting in a much more secure and useful pit. 

The Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad requested 
approval to come unto the property nnd undertake historic preser­
vaLion projects during their summer volunteer work sessions. The 
commissioners approved the r'equest by a unanimous vote. 

Cumbrts & Tbfltc Scenic Railroad Commi.ssum: Spencer Wilson, 
Chair; Way,-, Q1<i>1l<m, Vice Chair; Carl 1i1rner. Secretary; a11d uwis 
H. Entz, Trea..u,rer. A reportou the June 18, 1994, Ccmmi$$i01tmtel­
ing wi/J appear in the September isrut. 
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LETTERS TO THE FRIENDS 
Readers are entl!uroged lo write on any topic perlimmJ lo lht Wl>Tk of lht Frie11ds and the history, preseroation, and i11ttrprttaiion of lhe 
Cumbres & 'lbluc Scenic Railroad. Send )'<I"' leturs to the editor at 1307 451h Street, Los Alamos, NM 87j44. All /e/urs will be acknowledged 
and ,,mu editing may be done to co,,serve space. 

PEN PAL WANTED 

Please find enclosed a completed form and 
cheque 10 join the Friends of the Cumbres & 
Toltec Scenic Railroad. The reason I am 
writing is that I am interested in corre­
sponding with somcooe who is involved in 
the C&TS Railroad. 

My interests are in narrow gauge rail­
roads, particularly the Rio Grande. I am 
looking at modeling the regioo as soon as my 
wife and I move toa bigger home which can 
accommodate a layout. As well as J'llilroa<ls 
l am iilterested in correspondfo~ on a more 
general level. 

So if you could help me find a C& TS pen 
pal who would like to write to Australia, I 
would very much appreciate it. By the way, 
we recently watched a video of Lhe C&TS 
and were. impressed with the scenery as 
well as the trains. Keep up U,e good work. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

Michael Dixon 
27 W""hington Street 

Esseudon 
Victoria, Austra/10 3040 

0252 AN ASSET 

Enclosed is my chock for the video offered in 
the rebruary 1994 issue [Les Jarrett's "1993 
C&TS Year in Re,•iew"), 

It was another excellent issue, with vari• 
ety, great pictures, and attractive Layout. I 
was particularly pleased lo read of the pur­
chase of Pullman sleeper 0252. That is a 
great move. and it will be a real asset. 

Keep up the J:OOd work! I'm just sorry 
that I Live so far away. 

Joh11 G. Schisler 
1/JWSIJ>~ MD 

TUNNEL NEAR CRESCO 

About one mile east of Cresco on the C&TS, 
there 1s a smaH tunnel in the hillside on the 
north side of the track. There is a mound of 
earth in the entrance, which at one Lime may 
have blocked access, but now leaves enough 
room for a person to enter the tunnel. I have 
hiked in the area looking for the site of a W. 
tt. Jackson photo or Hamilton·s Point and 
just to see that part of the line. 

On one of my hikes, J went into the tun. 
net to see what more [ could learn about it. 
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(The rock looked solid. and showed no sign 
of collapse.) T here was a low buzz from 
some kind of gnat I found that the tunnel 
went back 30 feet or so. and then split. The 
right branch fanned a larger chamber that 
ended in about ten feet. The left brnnch an­
gled away and then disappeared behind an­
other mound of earth after ten feet or so. I 
didn't attempt to go farther than the junc­
tion, as the knats ~·ere getting thicker the 
fart.her I went ,n, and made a loud eerie buzz 
behind 1he second mound of earth. 

From tJ1e con~truction of the tunnel and 
,ts location on a change in the type of rock, 
J think the tunnel must have been a prospect 
bole. 

In lhe interest of safety, it may b<: advis­
able to seal (or reseal) the ttmnel. Before 
this is done, 1 would like to suggest that for 
some special occasion, such as one of the 
Friends' moonlight excursions. it might be 
fun to recrc3te a Oy-b}"'-night mininR camp 
there. Mining activity was the driving force 
behind the building of this rail line, but there 
are few evidences of mining work existing or 
rem.iining along the C&TS. How about a few 
tents, with sign~ such as "Honest John 
Assay Offk:e'' and ••Lizzie's Boarding 
House," and a wheelbarrow of rocks. per­
haps with a big chunk of fool's gold on top, 

Right I.he t111mel entrance. Be}(Jw: a vtew m­
suk the Immel. Photographs by Cwrge Swain. 

C&'l'S Dispatch 

and some rough-and-ready actors t0 wave 
at the passengers as they go by? An actor on 
the train could offer "stock'' in the mine, and 
thus let people know when the train is ap­
proaching the site. 

In any event, J would like to know more 
about the tunnel-when was it dug. who la­
bored there, and who finance(! it? The turu1el 

See letter:i·. page / I 
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First Day I ssue.from page I 

will be available with a number of different 
combinations of the five stamps. The same 
design will be available on T-shirts and 
sweat shir ts produced by the Friends. The 
Friends will also host an evening reception 
at its new Interpretive Center in Chama, 

The five locomotives featured on the 
stamps have a rich history. The Ge,zeral was 
built for the Western & Atlantic Railroad and 
is most famous for its adventure, ''the great 
locomotive chase." when Union raiders stole 
u,e engine in April 1862 and headed down 
the Line. destroying Lrack and bridges be­
bind them. The General is displayed today in 
Kennesaw, Georgia, U1e city lrom which it 
was stolen in 1862. It was extensively re• 
built in 1870, and is displayed today in thal 

Letters.from pagcW 

is at MP 334. l. In land office terms, it is in 
the NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of Section 24 of 
Colorado T32N, R4E. If anyone has in~,r­
mation, plea::;e send it to me in care of the 
cclitor. 

George Su:am 
Ca11do.ND 

RAILFAN PHOTO FREIGHT TRAIN 

Hats off to the Friends and the crew for the 
reoont tank car freight special of June ll. I 
feel I.hat this was one if not the best cl1artcr 
trips conducte<I by the Friends that I have 
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form. 
On May 10, 1869, the Central Pacific 

Railroad locomotive Jupiter participated in 
the famous Golden Spike ceremony at 
Promontory, Utah, celebrating the comple­
tion or the first transcontinental rail line. A 
replica of the Jupiter, along v.ith a replica of 
the Union Pacific's American-type No. 119. 
operates today at the Golden Spike National 
Historic Site at Promontory. 

No. 242, formerlv the Crocker, was built 
by Wilson Eddy in. the Western Railroad 
shops m Springfield, Massachusetts. for the 
Boston & Albany Railroad. Eddy's locomo­
tives ran so smoothly that their precision 
earned them the title of "'l!(ldy Clocks:· 

No. 10, was the prototype for che 
Pennsylvania Railroad's Class K passenger 
train locomotives designed LO run at very 

ridden. The mix of photo opportunities with 
a relatively early arrival hack to Chama m;ide 
for an excellent combination. I hope e\•ery­
one had as an enjoyable time as I did. 

Enclosed is a photo taken of the txajn de­
parting Lobato siding just after the first run• 
b)'. Not to fear. I had a ticket and joinC<l the 
S!Mup at Curnhrcs. A..llain, hats off to I he.: 
crew behmd the orJ:3nization of tlus tnp. 

Richard P. Reiff 
P,reblo, CO 

The plam11,,g 1111d canyi1111 0111 of this very 
successful event wt,s done by th, «nilfn11 
CommiJtte, headed by Vice P.rtsiden.t and 
Dirtclor JVrlli<rm Kepner. 
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high speed. The Last surviving American­
Lype of the Pennsylvania, a Class D-16, is 
displayed at the Railroad Museum of 
Pennsylvania, Strasburg, 

No. 999 was built for the New York 
Central & Hudson River Railroad, and it set 
a speed record of ll2.5 mph near Batavia, 
New York, on May 10, 1893, while pulling a 
four-car E:mpire State Express. After set­
ting this record, the engine was displayed at 
the Columbian Exposition. No. 999 is dis­
played today in a greatly altered state at the 
Museum ofScicooo and Industry in Chicago. 
The museum 1s one of the remaining 
Columbian l::xposition buildings. 

The Friends is pleased that we were a 
part of the team that suggested to and as­
sisted the USPS rn holding the ceremony in 
Chama. 

Director's Viewpoint.from pc,ge 9 

all volunteers, not 01\ly ours. \X>lunteensm is 
a ,:,-eat virtue. Our \I0lunteers, however. are 
truly special. None or our volunteers are 
''ivory tower .. types. Every one or our vol­
unteers has slogged it out in the trenches of 
preservatio11 work. Our survivaJ as an orga­
n,zation. and our success in meeting our 
preservation Rttals. dcr.>eods on growing, 
nurturing, and challenging our volunteers­
they transfonn our goals from abstract ideas 
mto tangible reality. SimiJarlY, 1t is the moraJ 
and financial support of our membership 
which gives the volunteers the tools to ac• 
comr>lish the goals of our organization. The 
role:; of volunteers and membership are m­
tertwincd and symbiotic. The Friends" sur· 
vivai and growth depend on an of us. 

I would like to close 0 11 a personal note. 
I las the opportunity for me to do volunteer 
work on an honesHo-God operating railroad 
been great? Absolutely! Has the chance to 
help preserve some of our historical rail­
roading herita~e hee11 (ulfillin~? You bet! 
What has been truly wonderful for me, 
though. is the friendships I've developed 
arnong volunteers and members of the 
Friends of I.he C&TS, the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad, and 11\c C&TS Railroad 
Commission. 111e people associated with 
this historical anachronism are truly out­
~tandinJ,::. For those of }'OU who haven't vis• 
itccl or volunteered. you ne.ed to come see 
what I mean. You won't be &sappoinled, 

Tank car /mght spetial aJ Lcbalo. Photograph 
by Richard P Reiff. 
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All 0, re, c/a..ses of h>­
cqmotives on the 
C& TS are seen in 
this view lookingu"!sf 
from the Antonito e,,,.. 
gi11e house. From 11111 
left: K-37, ,io, 495; 
K·36, no. 484; and 
K-27, 1w, 463. June 
19, 1994. PhliltJgraph 
by Ernie RoblJrt. 

Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad, Inc. 
5732 Osuna Road NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 
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--spencer .rr.Lson 
Box 1939 
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