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Goin' Home! 

The History of 463 
by Art Nichols 

In tht last issi« £(IT/ K11(Jl)b '$ arlick presmted the histl)f'J of 463, The 
photo spread in this issue highlights the events of FebntOf)' and March 
1972 in California and CcflJrodo, when tht hisflJric K-27 engi,it ..,_, 
brvi,eht back w tk "''"°"' gauge. I thank Jot C. "Swede"Johnson for 
making lN!t1ilabk documents, newspaper artu:ks, and photographs; 
1/Jm ,a,nger and Keith S. SMslr'Om for permissiqn w use phowgraphs 
from theirco/kdilms;andLeoSdtmitzforhelp in tocatingrti»rds and 
collecting infornzotion. 

I
n the early 19,0s, engines 463 and 464 were the only remain­
ing K-27s from the original set of fifteen engines ordered by the 
Denver & Rio Grande at the beginning of the twentieth century. 
In 1954, engine 463 was set aside for scrapping. and 464 was the 

yard switeher in Durango, Colorado (eventually, 464 was sold to 
Knott's Berry Farm and Lhen to the Huckleberry Railroad). 463 
was hauled dead in a freight train from Durango to Alamosa in the 
fall of 19,4 and was scheduled to be cut up, but it missed the •J>­
pointmenL with the scrapper because in 1955 Gene Autry purchased 
the engine ror his Melody Ranch in Newhall. north or Los Angeles. 
The development of the ranch ended, however, when a major brush 
fire in August 1962 destroyed much of the movie set. 

Although the engine was not damaged in the fire, for nine years 
the historic K-27 was parked in Placerita Canyon, exposed to the el­
ements and slowly deteriorating. In November l971 Autry donated 

Engine 463 e~ngfrom /ht tunnel at the north end of the Sa11 Fer­
na11do Valley on M(lTdt 7, /972, on its way from S,n,g,,s flJ /ht S,,,,th­
ern Pacific frdght yards in los Ange/ts w be r.ctighed be fort shipment 
to Colorado. Phol,Jgroph by Kenneth Gosling. The Signal Newhal~ Cal­
ifornia, March 8, 1!/72. Joe C. ]oh11su,1 CoJJ,clion. 

463 to the town or Antonito, Colorado, and in March 1972 alter 
much time, effort, and worry by the dedicated persons involved in 
its acquisition and transfer from California to Colorado, the town of 
Antonito welcomed back a litUe engine with a big hearL 

TI,e photographs and documents presented here are intended to 
give the reader a glimpse of the events and exciternenl involved with 
the return of 463 to the narrow gauge. Many people were pan of the 
successful effort to bring 463 back to Colorado. The story of how 
they did it needs to be told and re<:ognition given to all those in­
volved in the effort . but that will be for a future issue of the C&TS 
Dispatch. 

See Huto,y of 463, Pag, 7 

We rely on conuibutioos from oor readers to pllbllsh the C&TS slides, color or black and white, with many different S>Jbjects: Friends 
Dispatch. We can always use news about members· efforts to volunteers at work; trains along the line; strut.lures and rolling stock 
bring our historic preservation work to the attention of ralllans, mod- belore, during. and after restoration and preservation by volunteers; 
elers. and the general ptJblic; articles and S>Jgg'5tions for articles and pholos taken at specific evems, for example, opening day. Pho­
about the railroad and Its operation, history, '"'d people; reviews or tographs from O&RGW days are very welcome. So unpack thal box 
books and videos; artwork pert~nt to the C&TS; and of course pho- of photos lllat you have been intending to do something aboul, and 
tographs. Our file of photographs is not as thick as ii once was, and let us know what vau have. 
contributions would be g<eatly awreciated. We could use prints or - the editor 
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The Friends is tb.e official museum suppol't group for the 
t----H~;mbrc:s-&-Tuttec Scenic Raitroad, a &$-mile-long 1:,paadng iaihmcl 

and museum of railroad history and technoJogy between Antonito, 
Colorado, and Chama, New Mexico. The railroad is owned by 
Colorado and New Mexioo and is oper;tcd by Kyle RaTiways, Jnc. As 
the-museum support group, theFdends is dedicaLt.-d to the preser­
vation and inteq,retat,on of the radrood. Voluoteers lrorn the Frien<ls 
have been especially active in restoring and preserving equiproonl 
and structures along the lme. 

Family membership m the Friends is $20.00 per year. outslC!e th<! 
USA membcrsh,p is $30.00. AU contributions are fully lllX deductible 
•nd will be gratefully acc:q,u:d. Pleas• wriw \IS m ATI,uqucrque or 
call us al (505) SS0-1311 for information about the Friends. The 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad is both• N,Lional and a State 
Registered Historic Site. 

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 
Antonito 

NEWMEXKCO 
Denver & Rio Grande Railway -1380 to 1836 
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad- 1886 to 1921 

Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad - 1921 to 1970 
Cumbre$ & Toltec Scenic Railroad - 1970 to 1995 

0 1"5 FRIENDS OF THE CUM9Res ft TOLTEC SCENtC RAILROAD, INC. 

I' I~ E S I D E N T . S C O L l1 1\1 N 

A s summer begins, I am very excited about a number of 
things going on in our organil.ation. I am also pleased to 
rep0rt that with the use of men and machines, the 

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad bas been opened for an­
other season. This year more than sixty thousand people will 
enjoy the ride and see a true vision of living history. We can 
certainly be proud of the fact that the work we do greatly en­
hances the experiences of these visitors to the railroad. 

Our spring Board of Directors meeting in Colorado Springs 
was one of the best board meetings I have ever attended. You 
know that our board works very hard to get through all of the 
business that must be taken care of since we only meet in per­
son three or four times per year. The board approved our fi. 
nal budget for 1995 and our financial condition is excellent, en­
abling us to move forward with many imp0rtant projects. I am 
also pleased that Art Nichols, long-time editor of the C&TS 
Dispatch, has been elected by the board to ftJJ a vacancy. 
Art's dedication to our organization has long been apparent 
and I'm pleased to have him on t:he board, 

At this March meeting, the board also took two important 
actions for the.future.-Jiir.st-,-an action that will pay dividends 
beginning this summer is to continue our major work in An• 
tonito, enabling us to do car repair work there. You know that 
we installed a spur/repair track last year. The board has voted 
to install electrical service in the old building called R>rt Knox 
and to buy a major saw (requiring specialized electrical ser­
vice) that will improve and speed up our restoration work. 
The additional work that will be done inside Fort Knox t:his 
summer will make Antonito a great place for the restoration 
of wooden freight cars that can be done during the volunteer 
work sessions, 

Tbe second action of the board that I believe wiJJ pay real 
dividends in the Jong run is to aggressively pursue with the 
C&TS Railroad Commission and the operator a site in Chama 
upon wh.ich the Friends can build a new car repair facility, en­
abling interior car repair work to be done. While this is a 
long-range project, we have begun the search for land that will 
enable us to develop a specific plan that it is hoped potential 
donors to this new repair facility will find quite attractive. To 
aJJow year-round work with a place for specialized tools and 
equipment is very exciting and I think excellent news for our 
future restoration activities. 

F!nally, I am pleased to report that the response (or volun­
teers to work this summer has been outstanding, and I do 
hope to see you on one of our special trains this summer. 

Best wishes. 

- BILL LOCK 

Page 2 C&!l'SDispatch Vol.8No.2 



ON THE 

CC~il'~- Tl-lrR£ ARE All T),ffSE GREAT SIGHTS· 

= -
DON' T MISS ANY 

OF THEM -

• VS!'.'. 'PROP E R 

£YE PR OTEC Tl ON 
FOR: VOVR WORK' t 

ABOVE: On June 11, 1994, IM Friends sP&n· 
sored a special Roil/an Photo Excursion, 
shown here easlbormd (I/ 11',,gkfool Ci,rve. 
The C01t$isl include.d the s-ix 11arrow-frome 
ta,ik cOr$ that the Fr,:ends acquired and 
broughl back lo /Mir original home in 1992. 
This >'tar /ht Friends wiU sponsor a rail/an 
photo txt11rsi1Jn from Chama w Big Horn and 
return. This Freight Train to 11J/ltc will be on 
Saturday, July 29 (see clbove). Photograph by 
Ridwrd CaldwelL 

RJGIJT: Your w,uributimrs al work! Lumber 
puYcha.sed ttJith members' ccmtributicms i.s 
slacked in a Chama lumberyard ready for 
rolling ,tock rebuifaing PYIJJet:/s during this 
summer's volunteer work se.tsu>n$. Afa, 1995. 
Photograph by Ralph G. Flor~rs. 
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Freight Train to Toltec 
Last year our Railfan Photo Excursion went 
to Osier, where it turned around and came 
back to Chama. This year our Railfan trip 
will go all the way to Big Horn before it re• 
ll1rns to Chama. There will be many oppor• 
tunities this year to photograph the trdin, 
just as there were last year. 'Jickets are still 
avaiiJ!ble for the Saturday, July 29, excur• 
sion, which is scheduled the day alter the 
friends Annual Meeting and between the 
two volunteer work sessi-ons. The train will 
be composed of many freight cars that our 
volunteers have restored over the years. 
Passengers will ride in converted boxcars 
and a rider gondola. 'Iickets may be ordered 
by calling the rriendsat (505)88()..1311. Sat• 
urday the 29th should be an exciting day on 
the C&TS! 
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Why We Measure Buildings 
by Keith Hayes - A.I.A. 

&ith is a member of IM Fn.e,uJs a11d a li­
censed archiletl practicing in Denver, 
CQ/orodo. Ht hos a Master of Archittcture tk­
gre, from the U11iversity of Washington. S.at­
tle, O>rd has laugh/ al the University of 
Colorado in Bo1dder. He measured buildings 
aJ Chama and Cumhres dun'ng the 199,1 and 
1994 volunlur wtJ1'k sessions. 

I r you have attended the summer work 
stssmns during Lhe past two years, you 
may have seen folks running aboul 

buildings along the C&TS with pads of paper 
and tape me.asures. These people are mea~ 
suring the buildings, the first step in any 
preservation or restoration pmjecL Before 
actual repair or construction proceeds, it is 
important to lhorougbly docwneot the ex­
isting condition or the st.ructure or rail car. 

There are several components 10 Lhis 
documentation: photographs, measured 
drawings, and in some instances material 
and paint samples. The Friends has assem­
bled some very skilled teams to do this 
work. Two or three volunteers carefuJly 
measure and sketch all parts of lhe proje.:1, 
creating fully dimensioned sketches which 
can be used to create final drawings, An­
other volunteer docwnents the proj<!CI with 
a camera, making sure 10 take pbotographs 
from all angles. In both cases, ii is important 
to draw and phologr,ph everything, from the 
whole rail car down to Lhe door knob or coal 
hook. 

The key 10 accurare and complete dr,w­
ings is careful work in the field. Through 
years or experience, I can attest lhat one al­
ways forgets to measure or photograph 
something, and then has to return to Lhe s,t.e 
to <k> the work: this is a fact ol life. One way 
10 avoid this is to plaee an object in a phot.o 
for scale. Last summer, Tim Bain and I made 
story poles - measuring sticks for lhe pho­
togr-;phers to place in the phot.os for scale. 
O(ten, photogrdphers have used tape mea­
sures or rulers, but the markings do not 
show clearly in the photographs, as you can 
see in Fig. I. Even in bright sunlight and aL 
close range, none of the markings are a~ 
parent! ln Fig. 2, Joyce Shostrom is model­
ing one or the story poles at the Osier depot 
The pole is rour reel tall, with paint divisions 
indicating increments of feet and inches. 
Even from some distance, the pole can be 
clearly seen - a great aide aL the drawing 
table. 

Doring the winter, these skeLches and 
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photos are used Lo create measured, final 
drawings which can Lhen be used 1£1 plan the 
next summer's work. Because the drawings 
are to scale, they can be used to derive ma­
terial quantities, and marked to show the run 
extent or lhe work lo be done. The dm,;ngs 
may be included in reports to lhe State I lis-

loric Presen•ation Officers and in grant ap­
plications seeking funding for the work. 

So, this $urnmer when you see volun­
teers measoring and photographing build­
ings and rolling stock, they're not out to 
build a model. They are starting lhe preser­
vation process! 

Fig. 1. An archilea's S<1Jlu,nd tape meosure up ciosu,nd in bright /ighL Phowgraph by Robert 
E. Hayes. 

Fig, 2. JUJ-ce Shoslrom demonstrates a s/Qry j>o/e adjace11/ l(J /ht Osier tkpol in 1994. Photogrr,ph 
by KeiJh Shostrom. 
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1994-1995 Winter Shop Work 
by Earl Knoob 

This mmual ·review of locomotfoe mainJe~ 
nance and repair usually of>pears i,, the first 
issue of the year, and several of ourreaders re­
minded us of that. Because of space limita­
tions, we cmddn'I include ii in the Spring is­
sue. Ill< will try very hard ,wt lo /el this happen 
agat'n.. 

No. 463 (K-27) 
After an impressive first season in service., 
engine 463 wintered in the old roundhouse 
in Chama. Only minor repain; as well as an• 
nual inspections were needed. 

No. 484 (K-36) 
Engine 484 also only needed minor work, 
including new rod bushings, some firebox 
repairs, and the regular annual work. It is 
truly one of the most reliable steam engines 
ever built! 

No. 487 (K•36) 
lbis engine never got into service last sum­
mer. It is wider Oue extension, but b«ause 
it was not operated after the inspection Jast 
winter, 487 does not need to be inspected 
again until next winter. The engine has been 
completely reassemhlc<i. In the 
past, 487 had a nagging running 
gear problem which made the 
drive wheel bearings run hot. It 
was discovered that one of the dri­
ver counterweights was pressed 
on out of quarter 1Aith the rest of 
the engine when a new ax)e was 
installed over in Durango. This 
was repaired by the Durango & 
Silverton. Along with olher en• 
gines, 487 had its crossheads 
rereamed so that the crosshead 
main rod pin will stay in tighter. 
The engine is back in service. 

bushings, along with some badly needed 
sheet metal and wood work in the cab. Be­
cause of the amount of work needed on 488, 
it probably won't be running until sometime 
this summer. 

No. 489 (K-36) 
This engine is also under flue extension. 
Like 488 it had its smokeoox opened up af­
ter the season and the draft appliances re­
moved, along with two flues for inspection. 
489 passed the inspect.ion. The engine de­
velope<I a running gear problem which re­
sulted in rnpid wear of the no. 1 side rod 
bushings: after a little over one season in 
service, the bushings were completely worn 
out. The nos. 1 and 2 drivers were removed 
and sent to the Durango & Silverton for ex­
amination, and it was found that the no. 2 
pair was slightly out of quarter. The drivers 
were repaired and 489 was reassembled. 
TI1e engine also received some valve gear 
bushing and cross head rereaming work this 
past winter. 

No. 497 (K-37) 
This engine has been a major project. After 
the season, the 49Ts pistons, valves, valve 
gear, crossheads, and guides were removed 

bend and seam where the sheet is riveted to 
the boiler shell. A new sheet will be con­
structed and welded in place. The rear sheet 
will be cut out, leaving the side knuckles, 
and a new upper knuckle to the crownsheet 
will be made. The new sheet will be formed 

Drivers for 488 ready for unloading in lh, 
Chmna yard a~ returning from Durango, 
where the tires were htmtd. May 11, 1995. 
J'h()tograph by Art Niclw/s. 

and welded into the existing side knuckles, 
while the new upper knuckle will be riveted 
into place. The new tubes are on hand. 

Other Projects 
Diesel engine 19 suffered a burned up lr•c­
tion motor in spring 1994 while plowing 

snow out of Antonito. A new trac­
tion motor has been installed. 
This traction motor chan,ge has 
resu1ted in the completion of the 
Antonito drop pit (only a twenty­
year project). Because of the size 
and shape of the tractio,, rnotor 
wheelset assembly. the Chama 
drop pit could not be used. Diesel 
engine 15 spent the winter in 
Chama as the shop switchet 

~ ~ 
No. 488 (K-36) 
Engine 488 was one of the major 
projects this past winter. Its run• 
ning gear was dismantled and the 

497 parked outside the old roundhouse at Chama. The engine wiJ/ 
be reflued and tf.e front and nor tube sheets will be replaced. May 
11, 1995. Plwtograph by Art Nichols, 

At the end of the 1994 season, 
the entire. Chama train consist 
was deadheaded to Antonito for 
general repairs and running gear 
work. The lack of shop space in 
Chama as well as better weather 
conditions ln Antonito made the 
move quite practical. In order to 

drive wheels were sent to the D&SNG to 
have the tires turned, have one new axle 
made. and have the crossheads rere.amed. 
488 \\'3S a1oo under Hue extension and in No­
vember the smokebox front was opened and 
the draft appliances removed, along with two 
Oues from the bottom of the boiler. The 
boiler was inspected in late November and 
passed a one-year extension. Additionally, 
488 will get new drive rod and valve gear 
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so that the valves and cylinders could be 
bored. 497 had been getling pretty 
''wheezy," and after inspecting the piston 
and valve rings, we could sec why. The bor­
ing job was completed just before the end of 
the year. TI,e engine is also being refiued. 
The old Rues were removed and inspection 
of the front and rear tube sheets showed that 
they too needed replacement. The front 
sheet will be cut out, leaving the knuckle 

CBII'SDlspatch 

make room in the Antonito yard 
and to plan for the ever present "what if ... " 
situation, the Antonito consist ,,..'3s dead­
headed over to Chama for the wintec The 
consists were swapped before the 1995 sea­
son opened. 

Earl K1UJQ/J is Safety and Compliance Offi­
ce-r/Supe,-intendent of Operations of the 
Cumbr,,s & Tb/Jee Scenic Rai/r()(Jd and o con­
sulting director of the Friends. 
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UIRECTOR'S VIEWPOINT 
by Warren Ringer- Woodland Hills, California 

Womm was tltcted lb the J)l)(Jrd of Directors in 19'.J3, He come to tht 
Frie11ds as a modekr wilh a lifelong interest in the Cowrado narrow 
gauge and the D&RGW in particular. A visit lo Chama in 1989, whik 
atten4ing the Narrow Gauge Conve111io11 i11 Durango, led to th, dis­
covery of the Friends brochure a11d 111embersh1/J in the Friemis. Piqued 
by the thought nj working on the real thing, he aJten4ed his first work 
sesston jn 1990 and has bee,: back every year since. J.1am.ed with 
grown children., none of whom. were ever billen by the railroad bug in 
any fomt, he IS retired Jrqm the UCLA Medical Center; where he worked 
0$ a manager rn the CompuJing S,,,.ice.s Department. 

What is the relevance of the Cumbres & 1bltcc Scenic Railroad to 
today's world? To you who are reading this viewpoint, the C&TS is 
certainly relevant Your interest in steam railroading or narrow 
gauge or its unique blend that was the D&RGW and is now the 
C&TS ensures meaning for you. Your support has enabled an orga• 
nization like the Friends to exist and to make such a significant con• 
tribution to preserving and maintaining this piece or a once viable 
and tllriving transportation system. But in today's high-tech world, 
with its environmental concerns and the ever present focus on the 
bottom line, does the C&TS really belong? Is it just an expensi\'e 
plaything for a small group of dedicated and nostalgic fans, remem• 
bering that ·ran· is short for "fanatic"' What general appeal does it 
have? 

The C&TS. or more corrccUy its originaJ incarnation as the 
D&RG, was created in an age when the steam-powered railroad 
was the "ery latest in modern 1tansp0rtation systems. Narrow gauge 
was a unique adaptation that reaJly Qn1y found limited favor for a C()U· 

pie of decades and even Ulen only in certllin situations. The need to 
standardize for purposes of interchange ensured that narrow gauge 
railroads would not bec()me very common carriers. Their founding 
occurred in an age when 1.here were no automobiles or buses or 
trucks, let alone airplanes, with which to compete. ILs competition 
came from animal power dragging wagons or coaches over barely 
passable u-acks. Even as those animals and the teamsters who drove 
lhem were no match for lhe steam engine then. the steam engine to-­
day is no match for the internal combustion engine whether on the 
highways or the rails of today's railroads. So as a transport.1tion sys­
tem, the C& 1'S is no longer relevant to today's world. 

However, the railroad is relevant to the local economy. As a 
t.ourist attraction, it brings thousands of people to the area each 
year and those tourists need to be lodged, fed, and entertllined while 
not riding the C&TS. Local business people provide these services 
and so the railroad contributes to their livelihood Th.is relevancy is 
crucial to the C& 1'S. It provided the rationale for the acquisition of 
the property from the D&RGW by the states of Color.ldo and New 
Mexico, as well as for their continued support. 

But does the railroad have a relevancy to I.he gem:mll public? 
These are the tourists lhat ride il every year aod by their ridership 
ensure the continued existence of the C&TS as a live and going con­
cern. Some of the tourists are raillans and it is wonderfully relevant 
to tllem. But what about tl,e other. non-railfan, tourists who ride the 
train, and even those who just stop and look as they are passing 
through? Does it have meaning for them? I like to think so. For the 
C& TS is also a museum. 

Museums are wonderful - they preserve, display, and interpret 
the artifacts and ways of life long gone. They come in all sizes, from 
giants like the Smithsonian to little local historical groups, and they 
cover every aspecl of human existence. 'Ilteir very number and va• 

Klmen Ri11ger working;,, lht Chbma yurd. ]11/y 199(). 

riety demonstr•te the nt-ed that we humans have to be connected 
with our past. Most museurns are somewhat sterile in the sense that 
they are staLic and rely on pictures, text, and mock.ups to deliver 
their message. Most are indoors, protected from u,e elements. You 
can go through them at your pace: however, a trip on the C& TS is 
done at its pa,;e. 

1'he narrow gauge is a unique, living museum in the truest sense 
oFthe word. It provides the sounds and smells and activity that only 
an ope.rating museum can create, which means it also provides the 
frustrations and problems of a real Uung. It does so outdoors under 
the elements, as any of )'OU who have ridden in the open gondola 
through a rain shower or hai1 slorm can auest. It uses the methods 
and materials that its original predecessor used. ll suffers the same 
problems- mechanical breakdowns, ttack maintenance, and oper­
ational delays that have existed for over one hundred years. It pa,. 
vides a real experience or life as it was over a century ago, not just 
a representation. 

To me, this is important. I work for the Friends to support the 
C&TS because I am a Ian - I love the old narrow gauge. But I like 
to think that I'm also helping to make the past a little more real for 
all those who aren't raillans. 
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History of 463 
Continued from Page 1 

BILL OF S,U,£ 

I. G#_, A•h}·. of Lot A,Vtli'o.t, C,d1fonr.111, tll 

1:'(1114'4,ni.t,.,_ "-' 0,.,, o.,i~,. jfJ.(>I')/ do o,, I.Im IM 

101' Im;,· of ,._ol'l",.;t,#r, f!J."l, /Wn'O• (n:•1l, "" 41lfllf 

ro,u.-, o,uo I# l<iiN'• of ,1.~,.,.,,t(), C'Jfor1ulo, oil.,_, 

s-,rn••' 4Ad '"'""' to ""·"'n mir 011 lltts u,., 
~6,. da,l' O.f,.'1n,•·•ti,., , 11;1 

r.!. A~ J, z-7 '!2.U.,, 

±::::: 
'\ 

United Pms International quoted Hugh F-Owkr, a ColoratW state sen­
aw and president of the Co/oratW Society for the Preserva/ion of the 
Nunmo Gauge: "Thank JllU, Mr. Autry\ 011 behalf of /housands of rail 
fans who agree with you that 463 belongs on its own rails at Antoni/a. 
And a very Merry C/tri,tmas. • 

EngiM 463 was parked al GeneAuJry's Melody Ranch i11 /ale February 
1972 whim representatives of the C& TS, the Colo radii Society far /ht 
Preservation of the Narrow Gauge, bu:. (later lo add New Mexico to its 
title), and the Town Onmcil of Antonito arrived lo oversee the transfer 
of the loaimoliu, lo OJ/orado. The society and the town counci~ along 
with the citizens of A11Umiw and lhe Son L11is Va/ley, were responsible 
for bringing back 463 /q the narrow gauge line. Joe C. John.son 
Collection. 

On Febn,ary 22, the /aading b,go11 with /he tender of 463 lift.td from the 
tracks by two heavy duly cranes. Jot C. Joh,,son Co//ec/ion. 
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The tender UJ(JS lourered on ID a flat bed buck tJoat brought it IIJ th, 
Saugus, California, station. Th• tender weighed abm,t 19 tons. Febnt­
ary 22, 1972. 1bm /Ginger Colkction. 

.. 
After the lbufer hod been /IJalkd, the engine was prepared /lir lifting off 
the IJ'acJ,s. Fwn,ary 22, 1972. 1/Jm Klinger Collecllon. 

► 

F;ngine 463 is shown here bei11g lowered on IIJ o second flat bed truck 
for transport to Saugus. Tht engint weighed noout 66 tons. F,J,n,. 
ary 22, 1972. 11,m /Ginger Co/lecJion. 

The day afl,r th, engine and lender were loaded al Melody Ranch, they 

-• moved IIJ the Southern Paafic's Saugus stalim, far reloading IIJ flat 
cnrs. The eni,,ine was lowered o• to a car that /at,,, was found to be in­
sufficient for the engine's weight. Number 463 wus //um transferrtd to 
o ht.alJU/Y Jlal car al Saugus, but /Ins transfer and repairs UJ th, car /(1/r.r 

in the Los Angeks yards dela)•d 463's departure for A11to111/Q by~•· 
,ral w,eks. Febntary 23, 1972. Jot C. Johnson Co/lee/ion . 

From los Angeles 463 was shipped through Sar.romento, Ogden, Salt 
Lake Cily, Grand Junction. Salida, and Pue~/(/. On March 18, the 
K-27 arrived in /ht Denver & Rio Grande IVe:<teni yards at Alamosa. 
S!wwn here, the engr,re was lifted from the flat car lo a flat bed tn«k, 
part of which is visible behind /h, "'l,>ine. Phowgraf,h by Joe C. Johnson, 
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In Alamosa 463 was lcwered on le a j/QI bed frluit for th• feurney lo An­
tonito. Phol<lgraph by Jae C. Johnson. 

The ,ngine and ltnder are slwwn Mre on their way from Alonwsa lo 
Antonil<l. Photograph by Joe C. Johnson. 

The welwmt-home ceremo11y on Saturday. March 25. From tht l•ft. 
Eniat Ornelas, AJJl()nil<l 1i>w11 Cmmal; Phil Monl<lya, American Le­
gion; Cirilo M/lT/inez, AnJonito 1bwn Council; Patrick Vigil. mayor of 
Anlonito; Eddie Vigi~ rniJ)'IJr ofChaltllJ; Tony Jorom,llo; Jae C. "Swea," 
Johnson, ma,'Or pro fem of Anloml<l; and Waller Perea, American Le­
gion. Joe C. Johnson Colkclion. 

At tire tL~lcmne-lwme uremony. Below 463's cab are, from the left, 
Harold Abeyta. Amen01n Legion; Char/y Fowl,,; Cclarado Societ, for 
the l'mervalion of the Narrow Gauge; PaJrick Vigil; Joe C. "Swede" 
fol1nso11; and Walter Perea. Photograph by Bill Westenbu111. Jo, C. 
Johnson Collection. 

In September /974. two and o,w-half years af­
ter ,zmving home, 463 was phol<lgraphed ;,. 
the Antonito yards by Keith S. Shostrvm. 
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The Little Engines That Could - Usually 
by Larry Calloway 
- Albuquerque J ournal 

We're on the road to Cumbres in 
'lurner's 1983 4-by-4 diesel Chery 
Suburban to see something Turner 

says isn't happening on this day anywhere 
else in the entire world. 

And Turner - Carl Turner, vice chair­
man, former chairman and 12-year member 
ol tlle two-state Cumbres and 1bltec Rail• 
road Commission - is telJing about the day 
tlley first filled tlle new redwood water tank 
at the Chama yards. 

"Some gal says, 'You paid $100,000 !or 
that? It leaks! '" Turner says, and he kicks 
the 197,000.mile Suburban into low range on 
a steep pitch, laughing. See, everybody 
knows a tank leaks until the water swells the 
wood staves. 

Turner's a nalive-born Mississippi 
scrounger and rctjred Rural Electric Cooi>· 
erative Association director who knows how 
things work, from authentic steam-railroad 
water tanks to New Mexico politics, to the 
business of running '½merica's longest and 
highest narrow gauge steam railroad," which 
opens the tourist season on May 27. 

"Looks like they're up yonder," he says. 
And I see a heavy mass of dispersing partic· 
ulates, sometimes called smoke, boiling over 
the spruce and the fir on the crest. 

"I don 't invite environmentalists up 
here," Turner says. 

Rotary Club: The snow at Cumbres -
10,015-loot Cumbres Pass just north ol tl1e 
New Mexico-Colorado border - is about 
five feel. deep witll drifts twice as high. The 
"150 pt..'.>feent snowpack," as Turner calls it, 

meaning spring floods waiting to happen, is 
up to the eaves at the yellow station. 

The original sign on the station notes this 
place is 330 miles from Denver. In the early 
1950s, before tlle highwaY, a freight train 
was stranded on Cumbres in a sudden snow• 
storm and the crew had to wait for days, sur­
vi\•ing on air-dropped supplies. 

Herc and now, hissing and puffing like 
drago11s in a ditch, are Lhree fired-up steam 
locomotives coupled behind what Turner 
calls "The Rotary.• 

No"I the Rotary is something like I've 
never seen before, at least in working order. 
Cobbled together by the shop geniuses or 
the Denver and Rio Grande Western Rail­
road long ago, u,e plow resembles a cross 
between a wooden shack and an espresso 
machine. At the head end is a many-ton 
steel-bladed "Ian" as high as two men. 

When the Rotary is running, it augers 
through the snow and blows it away in a 
bright plume, leaving a slot as wide as a nar• 
row-gauge train plus a few feet of clearance. 
But for the moment, the mighty Rotary is 
not running. 

John Bush, who gives orders from time to 
time on a hand.held radio, tells me they're 
fixing the air compressor on the rotary plow. 
"It's about like normal," he says. "We've had 
some breakdowns. We always do." 

Asked his title,Jobn says. "I'm chief me­
chanical officer and assistant manager in 
charge ol operations. Other than that, I 
hardly do anything." 

John was educated as an anthropologist, 
but here on the Cumbres and Toltec, expe­
rience and the ability to think like a su.am 
engine are more important than college. 

Opening the Railroad 
by Earl Knoob - as told to Bill Lock 

0 pening the C&TS of snow accumu· 
lations from the 1994-1995 winter 
proved t.o be no easy task. Practi• 

cally every kind of machine was used. Snow. 
fall, especially late in the season, made this 
winter almost as great a burden as the wina 
ter of 1992-1993 (lour days ol plowing with 
the rotary were necessary to open the rail­
road in 1993). 

In order to give lhe slide area ofthe rail• 
road at the New Mexic~olorado state line 
a chance to dry out, rotary snowplow OY 
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was dispatched on Monday, May l, 1995, 
pushed by K-36 engines 487 and 489. Be­
cause of potential weight problems in the 
mud, two UTLX tank cars (with sturdy 
frames) were positioned between the rotary 
and the pushing engines. The train left at 
approximately 11:00 am and returned at ap­
proximately 2.:30 pm, after going as far as 
Hamilton's Poin~ about half a mile beyond 
Cresco tank. Several work trains were run 
after this date in order to dump rock and bal• 
last in tlle soft places along the track that 
were lhe result ol thawing. 

On Wednesday, May 10, with the regular 

CM'SDispatch 

"I smell wood smoke somewhere!" John 
barks on his radio. meaning that something 
might be on fire somewhere. The steam e.n• 
gines burn hand-shoveled coal. 

Their tenders were fi lled that morning 
the modern way, by dump truck and front• 
end loader, but you can't be a purist aboul 
everything. Among tlle 100 or so hard-core 
railroad photographers that are at Cumbres 
lo record the event are purists such as the 
one who is making furious hand signa.ls at 
John to get the plow headlight turned on. 

The snow is best ever, and Turner recalls 
there have been four-or five-year stretches 
when there wasn't enough snow to plow and 
photograph. 

At long last, the plowing resumes. The 
steam engines suddenly go nuclear, it 
seems, sending black mushroom clouds sev­
eral hundred feet straight up like that picture 
ol Mount St. I le lens erupting. The Rotary's 
blades become a blur. There is a roar repre­
senting more rAw horsepower than a gang of 
jumbo jets, I think. 

The plow hits the wall or snow on a sid­
ing track. and the snow explodes, arching a 
hundred feet with a force that bends tall tim­
ber. The photographers are going wild. 

It is an awesome event lhat surely.just as 
Turner promised. isn't happening anywhere 
else in the world on this day. And then ... the 
plow breaks down again. 

John isn't as philosophical as before. 
"Whenever this lhing is running," he says, 
"it's attempting to self destruct!" 

Albuquerque Journal, May 14, 1995, Larry 
Collou:ay. Used with permissu:m. Pmnissio,1 
does ,wt imply endursement. 

rotary water car positioned between the two 
engines and OY, tlle work train left Chama at 
9:00 in the mOrning. The consist reached 
Coxo at approximately noor1, where the 
crew, encountering very heavy and very 
thick snow, calted for additional motive 
power. Engine 484 was dispatched from 
Chama to lend a hancl Being low on water, 
engine 489 had returned to Cresco tank, 
where it met 484. The two engines then 
went on to Coxo and joined 487. 1be three• 
engine train encountered drifts up to twelve 
feet at Windy Po int and did not reach 
Cumbres until 9:00 that evening. 
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Thursday morning saw the work b"ain 
clearing out the yard track, the west leg of 
tl1e wye, and the sidings at Cumbres. Be­
cause of mechanical problems, 489 returned 
light to Chama. The yard was cleared by 
noon, and the work train left eastbound. 
Again, heavy snow was encountered, and it 
was almost 6:00 that evening before the Los 
Pinos loop was reached. At that time the 
axle between the pinion gear and the crank 
(the drive shaft) ol OY fractured. The crew 
on the roLllry immediately knew that there 
was a serious problem and that the snow• 
plow was no longer operable. The entire 
work train rel1tmed to Chama, arriving there 
al 7:45 pm. 

The railroad, however, was still not open, 
and se-ver.al large drifts and stretches of 
snow pack remained The following week, 
on Thursday, May 18, an additional work 
train with a pilot plow W'dS dispatched from 
Chama. 484 was the lead engine, and it was 
followed by 487 running backwards lrom 
Chama to Cumbres. Even though the east 
leg ol the wye had been plowed by a bull­
dozer several weeks earlier, more snow had 

accumulated to the point that it wasn't pass­
able. After reaching Cumbres, 487 was sep­
arated and was able to plow out the east leg: 
the engine then turned on the wye- This 
work lrain then proceeded eastward and 
reached Los Pinos siding at noon and was 
success(ul in plowing almost another one 
mile ol snow-oovered track. As it neared the 
Los Pinos phone booth (near MP 323), the 
train encountered very deep snow. After two 
hours of bucking snow, the engines removed 
only 500 of 1,500 leet of heavy snow: The 
crew was concerned that damage to the 
equipment might occur if they continued, so 
they stopped plowing and returned 10 
Chama. 

The next day, Friday, May 19, engine 489 
with a pilol plow was dispatched lrom Chama 
"'~th a Caterpillar tractor on a flat car. The 
Caterpillar was used to remove some of the 
remaining snow. The crew felt that addi• 
cional drifts could be plowed ";ch lhe en­
gine; however, 489 ran into a large section of 
ice on the raiJ and the entire front of the en• 
gine was lifted off the track high enough that 
the spring rigging separated from the run-

ning gear. Fortunately, the Caterpillar trJctor 
was handy and pushed the engine back on 
the track. The Caterpillar cleared the rest of 
the track as the shop crew reassembled the 
spring rigging on 489 at the L<ls Pinos sid­
ing. The train didn't get back to Chama un• 
til 9:00 that night. 

With the large drills now cleared, Lhe rail­
road's lrack crew cleared the remaining 
drifts with a front-end loader. On Wednesday, 
May 24, the Antonito pas.-,enger train co11sist 
(which had wintered in Chama) was dis­
patched with a doubleheadcd train, including 
463 as the rood engine and helper 487 "'lh 
a pilot plow on the front. The pilot plow 
widened cuts that had been made by the 
fronl-end loader and cul through all the final 
drills. On the following day, engine 487 
brought the Chama cars (which had "intered 
in Antonito for repairs) back to Chama. 

Opening day on the C&TS was Saturday, 
May 27, and it was a sell out. making all ol 
the work worthwhile. Rorary snowplow OY 
will be repaired either this summer or fall so 
that it will again be ready to open 1.he rdilroad 
when called upon. 

On May 18, after trying unsucc,.,sfully to bu<k out a smn-foot drift at 
MP 323.2. the PllJW out/ii (487 and 484) pauses for insP,c/tl)n before 
returning to Chama. A bulldozer was broughl in the mxt day Ii) clear 
the line. Note that 48n headlight was ""'°""' for fJ/owing lo at'Oid 
damage. Plwtogmph by Earl Knoob. 

On tht morning of May 11, a front-end /tJoder ft/led OY's tender and 
/hose of 484, 487, and 489 at the highway crossiJ1g at Cumbres. Pho­
llJlfl'aPh by Arl Niclwls. 

Clearing /Ju: east kg of the Cumbres wye on May 18. Engine 487 is up 
Ui ii$ e,,botls in s,wuc Pho/ogro/)h by Chris King. 

OYappro«ching the highway cros,ing below Coxo l)n May 10. P/wtQ­
graph by Art Nichols. 
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T H E :\I O I> E L E R . S C O L l' :\I X : N O. 2 
by Ed "Boomer# Walton 

Ed llii//011 is a nll:mber of the Frimds, and he a11d his wife, Lyn, ha.e 
been volunteers at the summer u·ork sessions for many years. 

By now everyone who is associated with the Friends of the Cumbres 
& Toltcc Scenic Railroad should have received their Spring 1995 is­
sue of the C&TS Dispatch, which contained the first installment of 
this column and the modeler's interest survey. I want lo thank all of 
you who have responded to the survey thus fur. I have enjoyed read­
ing every survey that l have received. Your responses, ideas, and en• 
couragement have been most gratifying. I have already begun to get 
.. st~med up" with some ideas from your responses that I v,-ant to 
develop into future articles. Soon I should have a sufficient survey 
data base for reporting the results in a later column. so please folks, 
keep those surveys or letters coming! 

TO 

' 
fACILITUS: 

1880, refurbished in 1917 and still standing on what is now the 
Southern Pacific. There were also a combination freight and ice 
house, a bunk house, a section foreman's house, a warehouse com­
plex, stock pens, and a loading/unloading ramp (see Fig. 1). 

The "now" display would consist of the balloon track that en­
compasses the main depot, the display track between the main de­
pot and the engine house, and the engine house. Outside the loop 
would be the water tank. the first C&TS depot, now used as the 
C&TS Railroad Commission office. the display track on the cast 
side of the property, the ''Chili I.inc" rip track, "F'I. Knox," and the 
display track on the southwest side ol the property. AJl display tracks 
would contain models depicting what is being displayed on the pro­
totypes (see F'ig. 2). In addition, roads and parking lots could be in• 
eluded. 

Is anybody game for it? Let me know what you think. Until next 
time, keep in mind that for some people ... 3'>4' 8¼''. 

To Santo re. tut 

-z--

For a moment let's go back in time. The 
year is 1981. 1ne place is the Curnbres & 
Toltec Scenic Railroad. Two friends. William 
Lock and Glenden Casteel, make several 
visits to the C& TS and come away with a 
mutual vision and desire 10 help preserve 
the rolling stock and railroad associated 
structures not maintained by the operator 
of the 0edgling railroad. From their vision, 
enthusiasm, and tireless efforts. the Friends 
of the Cumbres & Tolte<: Scenic Railroad 
was founded and has developed to its pre• 
sent status. What has occurred concerning 
the work of the..Friends on the railroad I 
would like to see happen to a c.ertain extent 
in model form through what I call ''A Mod­
eler's Vision of the C&TS." 

l . ) ConvayoT B•lt Coal Loader 

I will report various parts of this vision as 
time goes on, but to begin I would like to see 
significant parts of the C&TS modeled in 
transportable modular dioramas and possibly 
put on permanent display for general public 
viewing at important locations on the C& TS. 
These significant scenes of the C&TS 
would be enclosed and could be static dis-
plays or made operable manually or by coin. 
Each display would be of sufficient size so as 
to capture the fla\•or of each facility accu­
rately and conveniently for the public's en­
joyment and education. 

The first facility that I would like to see il­
lustrated by models is the Antonito. 
Colorado, terminus. This facility lends itself 
to two displays Lhat would reveal its rich 
heritage using a "then" and •·now" theme. 
Before the Chili Line was abandoned in 
1941. passenger trains to Alamosa or Du­
rango were held for the passenger train to or 
from Santa Fe before proceeding either west 
or north. Antonito was one of the last towns 
to have three-rail service, and the Y trdCkage 
is a work of art. Antonito also had an ele-
,·ated coal trestle/Shute, a ground level coal-
loading conveyor, a water tank that is now at 
Lava. and the original O&RG station built in 
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.4.) Loading Raap 

!o. ) Bunk House 

7.) 0-..pot 

8.) freight/Jcohouse 

9.) Stoe.lt Pen 

To Chane, MN 

t 
N 

\ 
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riQ. 1. Antonito, co 

circa 1960 

D ' ----==-...... i=:i, 

• 

• 

Antoni to, CO 

cire. 1995 

To Chana, KH 

f'ACil,.lTl&S! 

l. ) Wat12r Tank 

2,1 C&TS Railroad 

CO•ts81on 

ortice 

• • ) Dir:lplay Troe.It 

5 , ) "C::nH 1 Li.ne" 

Rjp Track 

7, ) Display t'racit 

•• l rngin• Kou.:i.e 

9.) Display Track 

Vol. 8No. 2 



C O :\•I ~I I S S I O N R E PO R T 
by Leo Schmitz - Executive Director 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad Commission 

MARCH 25, 1995, ALAMOSA, COLORADO. General Manager Joe Vigil 
reported that the outlook for the 1995 season is very encouraging. 
The railroad has been receiving ca11s, inquiries, and reservations. As 
in 199-1, the advert.ising budget for this year will be $150,000. There 
wiU be marketing efforts in Taos, New Mexico, m order to dr•w 
Lourists lo the Antonil.o ride. 

Earl Knoob explained how Certified Brochure Distribution will 
handle the distribution of approximately 265,000 of tbe 450,000 
brochures that have been ordered. The coverage area will be from 
Denver to El Paso along the 1-25 corridor and from west Texas to 
Arizona as well as in the Four Corners area. The distribution will be­
gin in April and run through October. The railroad will also distrilr 
ute brochures to welcome centers and will send them to travel 
agents and AAA centers. Something new will be the inclusion or the 
railroad in two lnternel programs. One is an international tourist in· 
formation program and the other is a railroad-buff oriented progr•m. 

John Bush reported that safety valves ror locomotives are no 
longer available. The railroad will either have to start building pieces 
for the valves or find someone who will. John is v.•orking with other 
major steam railroads in an effort to gel each one lO spccialiie in pro-­
ducing specific items so that a supply of critical items will always be 
available. 

Leo Schmitz presented the track rehabilitation study, which was 
prepared by Kyle Railways al the request of the Commission. On 
March 23 a call was received from Congressman Bill Richardson's 
office requesting a copy or the repor~ which had not been finalized 
cL By quick use of the fax machine and phone calls. final correc-

tions were made and a copy faxed to the congressman. The report 
will be used by the Commission in its seardl for funds to upgrade the 
track. Commissioner Carl Turner stated that the Commission's \fi­
sion is to do the work over a 6ve- or six-year period utilizing local 
labor. 

Ralph Flowers presented the list of proposed Friends projects for 
1995. The commissioners unanimously approved the proJects and dt­
rected Leo Schmitz to proceed with negotiating an agreement 
among the friends, Kyte. Railways, and the Commis$ion. Requests 
made by the Friends for a possible site on 

BOOK R EV I E\\' 

A History of the American l ocomotive: Its Develop­
me nt 1830-1880 - by John H. White, Jr., Dover Publica­
tions, Inc., New York, paperback, reprint 1979 (ISBN 0-486-
23818-0). 

I was first attracted lo this book by the dates "1830-1880," buL as I 
looked through the book it became obvious that there is more in• 
[ormation about 1830-1880 locomotives than just pretty pictures and 
drawings. The book is divided into three parts: Part l is the "Era of 
Fundamental Locomotive Design," Part n is "Components," and Part 
Ul is '"Representative American Locomotives." 

One of the topics in the first part is materials, such as wood, cop­
per, brass, cast iron, wrought iron, and steel, why you wouJd use the 
material, and where on the looomolive lhc material wouJd most 
likely be used. There is also a section on wheel arrangements, which 
is followed by a sectioo on performance. The combination of these 
1 ~·o sections gi1•es the reader a good understanding of why different 
locomoli\leS were popular, 

As an electrical and computer engineer with an interest in me­
chani<:al engineering, I was most interested in Part TT. All of the ma­
jor and most. of the minor components that go mto a steam locomo­
tive are discussed, l spent the most time going between figures in 
I.he valve gear St::Clion; cutoffs and valve gears are covered in great 
detail. 'fenders are also covered. One may think that this is a trivial 
part of motive power, but con:,;de:r th.at the tender was c--,rrying 
1.000 to 2,000 gallons of water and about 2 1/2 cords of wood. This 
meant thal I.he tender truck suspension was required to operate 
smoothly between a full load of possibly 20 tons and the weight of 
an empty tender. 

In ~rt Ill, White reviews twenty-[our specific locomotives, start­
ing with tbe Stourbridge Llon, 1829, and the John Bull, 1831. He 
ends with the Baldwin 'Jen Wheeler of 1870. I particularly liked the 
photos and drawings of the Rogers locomotives, an 1863 mogul and 
the classic 4-4-0, 1865. 

The book conr>ins many photogr•phs and lithographs. About 
one-half ol the 234 figures al'e copies of builders' prints. Most of the 
prints have a great deal of detail, [or example, Figs. 198, 198A, and 
198B detailing the 4-4-0Soutbpon, 1857, one of the many six-foot 
hroad g-•uge locomotives covered in che book. 

Most prominent in the Appendices are 
railroad property on which the Friends might 
build• car repair facility and permission to 
take cars off the premises for repair were 
both referred to the executive director for 
further study. Both items will be placed on 
Lhe agenda or the Commission's nen meet• 
ing to hear input from the public. The long~ 
term plan for structure and car restoration 
and rehabilitation was also discussed by the 
Commission. The executive director com­
mend~-d the Frieods for its thoughtful ap­
proach t.o this issue. and the Commission di• 
reeled that the issue be swdied further. The 
commissioners agreed to consider a joint 
meeting between the Friends and the Com­
mission on this issue. 

ROTARY SNOWPLOWS 
ON THE 

CUMBRES & TOLTEC 
SCENIC RAILROAD 

specifications for several different locomo­
tives. Appendix P gives the number of parts 
and the weight of each part required to make 
a Hinkley 4-4-0. 1865. 

There is one problem l did have with 
the book. All references arc by figure oum· 
her. Because of this, I was constantly looking 
at the "List of Illustrations" index for the 
page number. I finalJ}' copied this section and 
highlighted the page numbers. 

Cumbr•s & Thllec Scenic Railroad 
Commission: Wayne Qu-inlan (Colorado). 
Ciu,ir; Carl Turner (New Mexico). Vice Chair: 
letois li:nlz (Colorado), Secretary; and 
Spencer Wtlson (New Mtxico), Treasurer. 
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l found the book very informative from 
an engineering and historic point of view, I 
wt1uld recommend th~ book to anyone in• 
tercslcd in how a locomotive is made or 
works. (Note: Do not confuse tbis work with 
White's other book, Early Ameriwn loco­
m-0/rves will, 147 E11gruuings. 11,e engrav­
ings •nd tlleir brief captions are very infor­
mative, but the book is meanl to be a 
pictorial collection, not a discussion about 
locomotives.) Jim Gross 
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N i\ R R O \\' (; A t · (; E N E A R A N D FA R : N O . 2 
by Earl Knoob 

This column is intended asackaringhl)USt/orm/ormalion onlherJOr­
ious narrow gauge (ana a few wide gauge tmes. too) ofl<ralions around 
IM co,.nlry. If any of our readers has information on narrow gauge of>,­
eralions of interest. please forward it ta ye o/de editor i>t Los Alamos or 
to me in Chama. likewise, if for same unearthly nrason, I happen lo 
publish misinformation, /tel free to lQrYeCI me. 

One of the so far unsung projects on the Cumbres & 1bltec Scenic 
Railroad has been the reconstruction of the Chama water tank. The 
tank was rebuilt during the winter and was returned to service in 
early May. The result is superb. It looks like a ru11-scale version or 
the Tim~erline Scale Models one that I built in H0n3 back in the 
1970s. I think mine had a better weatheringjoh on it though. [An ar­
ticle on the reconstruction o( the Chama water tank will appear in a 
future issue - the editor. I 

There was a nice article on Knotc's 8erry Parm's railroad in the 
May 1995 issue of Railfan & Railrt>Qd magazine, including great 
photos of no. 340. Good show, guys. In the July issue they even 
printed a letter by yours truly applauding their efforts. 

Good news from the East Broad Top. I received a letter from 
member Joel Salamon in Allentown, Pennsylvania. that the EBT 
will run again on weekends this summer. The owners ha\•e given it 
a stay of execution and the Friends of the EBT and other area his­
torical groups are trying to raise money Lo defr-cly o~raLiag ex­
penses by selling special commemorative tickets. The EBT is one 
of our nation's railroad treasures and, in terms of signifkance, is 
right up there with our beloved c&TS. It must be saved! For more 
information, contact £OT Development Fund, c/o Huntington 
County Heritage Committee, P.O. Box 374. Huntington. PA 16652 
(814) 643-8193. 

I also heard from New Mexico member Mike Duggan, who is 
temp0r-.t.rily in exile in New Hampshire. He reports that the group 
who pw-chased some of the two-root gauge equipment from Edaville 
a couple of years back has about one•half mile of track laid on the wa­
terfront in PorUaod, Maine, with another three-foorths mile in the 
planning stage. They are orierating an ex-Monson RR 0.4-2 oo week­
ends this summer. 

My spring vacation this year was sadly devoid of much narrow 
gauge exploration. I managed to visit the Nevada Northern in Ely 
and get a look in their shop. lnside was ten.wheeler no. 40 getting 
a boiler inspection along with 2..a.o no. 93, which was going to run 
the next weekend for a special. Despite being "wide gauge.'' the NN 
is rated very highly as one of the most complete and intact railroad 
facilities in the nation, and every railfan in the country should make 
it a point to stop there. I had the privilege of helping the NN folks 
get started back in 1987, and had the honor of running no. 40 on its 
maiden voyage as a tourist hauler. It is interesting to note that inside 
tl1e NN's huge enginehouse (which could hold over twenty - yes, 
twenty - little 0-6-2T mining engines) is a large pOthelly stove 
whose door has the initials "D&RG RY, 1882" cast into it. It is iden­
tical lo the ones that keep the machine shop in Chama warm during 
the winter. 

Also while on \*acation, I visited the California Western RR at 
Ft. Bragg on the north coast. The CW is a regular standard gauge 
freight road that offers daily passenger service. The summer trips 
use diesel power as well as steam in the form of2-8-2 no. 45, a trim 
little 70-ton Mikado. "Jne off-season trips use rail buses called Si<unk 
Cars. I like the rail buses. We rode in the M-300, which is a nea1 
looking shovel-nose beast built by American Car & Foundry in the 

late 1930s. If you ride, try to get the front seal next to the engineer 
for a cab-ride-type view of the railroad. The line winds forty miles 
from Ft- Bragg on the coast over to Willits, through some of the most 
beautiful redwood scenery there is and around curves that make 
even this old narrow gauge hillbilly sit up and take notice. Clearly, 
the CW is one of the best train rides in California. The CW is also 
run by Kyle Railways. 

While out west I also got a short look at the Napa wine train. 
While it is standard gauge and diesel powered, its gourmet dining car 
makes it undoubtcdli• the !,est smelling passenger operation I have 
ever encountered. 

When Friends members make their annual trek to Chama for the 
summer work sessions. be sure to stop at the Galloping Goose His­
torical Society's museum jn Dolores. fifty-five miles northwest of 
Durango. They have a beautiful replica of the Rio Grande Southern 
depot that used to stand in Dolores and are working to restore Gal­
loping Goose no. 5 to operation. Someday they hope ,o lay track for 
operation (how about all the way to Mancos). 

For the rail historian, there is much to see in the Dolores area. 
Along with the RGS remains, there were several logging opera­
tions with their own railroads. One of my favorites is the New Mex­
ico Lumber Company, which Oj)Crated dose to forty miles of logging 
line north of Dolores. They had the largest logging railroad in 
Colorado. Motive power consisted of old D&RG engines (including 
C-19 no. 349), a pair of Lima 2-8-0s, and a 60-ton, 3 truck Shay that 
still exists at a museum in Indiana. TI1e line operated only a few 
years from 1926 until the Depression cl=<! them down in 1932. but 
there are miles of grades to he driven and hiked no,1.h of Dolores. 
There are lots of goodies to be found also, spikes and rail joint bars 
for 40-pound rail, in addition to miles of old ties left behind. One. 
could spend a solid week up there and not cov\!r all the variou.:r 
spurs that they laid to load logs. It is a very pretty area that IS 1101 
on the beaten path. 

I'd like to thank all of you who have said nice things about the 463 
article in Lhe last issue. Tl is hoped lhal we can print more articles 
about the history of D&RGIV narrow gauge p0wer in future issues. 

I'll close this column on a very sad note. In March 1995 we lost 
one of our southern California members. [lob Reed (shown in <he 
lower left-hand corner of the photograph on page twelve of this 
year's Spring issue) passed away at his home in San Marino, Cali­
fornia. Bob wasn't a very active member. but his Jove of all things re­
lated to raiJroading led him to join the Friends. Bob was a close 
friend of my family, and he got my rather interested in railroading 
when they were roommates a< Pomona College in Claremont, Cali­
fornia, many years ago. If it hadn"t been for my father's association 
with llob, my interest in railroading would probably never have hap• 
pened. Thanks Sob, we'll miss you. 

(505) 880-1311 
The Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic 
Railroad has a new telephone number. Voice 
mail has also been installed. Call 24 hours a 
day for Friends information or to leave a 
message. 
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LETTERS 

Sl!>ld your leturs to tJu editor at 1307 45th Strut, Los A/affll}s, NM 87544. 

Exterior vi<w of the Shen:hen, China, train station. 

• ,­.. ) 
• 

se I 0456 
I 80 

Seen 1)11 the /rain re/unti111J lo Hong Ko111J from Guangzhou (Can/1)11), 

MORE PHOTOS FROM CHINA 

In the last isslUI we intetukd lo pn,11 three f,/w­
tographs from China that Carl and Tina 
'ltbbens sent to us, but we were ,wit to print 
only one. Here we present /he other two photos. 
Carl and Tina have been living in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, srnce the middlt of 1994, 
a:nd these photos were taken on a trip lo ChiM 
las/August. 

CONRAIL 

On behalf of Conrail, Inc., I am pleased to in• 
form you of a special Conrail employee­
recognition program called "Dollars for Do­
ers . ., This Conrail program rewards and 
supports the volunteer efforts of Conrail em• 
ployees through the granting of a contribu-

Vol. 8No. 2 

tion to qualified non-profit organizations in 
conjunction with their services. 

In this reg;u:d, attached please find a cor­
porate oontnbution ... in recognition of the 
volunteer suvioos performed by D. Biggs in 
1994. 

E/i.wbeJh A. MOJ!IIU) 
Mall(llfer, Contributi;ms &. Corpora4 Affairs 

Philatklf,hia, PA 

Volunteer Donald Biggs and his wife, Rhonda, 
came to the railroad as 1994 •olunlters. 
Donald's CfJmj)an1 supporUd his work /Jy CfJn­
lributing to the Friends. Mon1 other CJ)mpa­
nies hove corporate m,1fchi,ig programs where 
the CIJT/)orotion will match Qr sometimes dou­
bl• m,mbe,s' charilablt etmtributim,s lo th• 
work of the Friends. If your company has a 
similar program, Pltast let us knout 

C&TS Dispatch 

CORRECTION 

Your newsleLLer claims the original Denver 
& Rio Grande Railway lasted until 1921 
when it was replaced by the Denver & Rio 
Grande Western Railroad. 

NoL so. The original Denver & Rio 
Grande Railway went into bankruptcy dur­
ing the mid-1880s, and it was terminated 
and a new company took over in 1886, the 
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad. It was this 
latter firm that lasted until 1921 when, in 
turn, a new company. I.he Denver & Rio 
Grande Western Railroad lOOk over. 

GordlJn Chapp,Jl 
San Francisco, CA 

Thanks for bringing this lo {)Ur alltnlion. The 
comdi.on has been nUJd£ on our masthead. 

THE INTERNET 

I w,s glad to see in Lhe [November 1994) is­
sue lhal my Stat~ ranked number 7 in mem· 
bcrship of tl,e F'ricllds. Good 10 sec so many 
railfans out there from different countries 
and states. I know that some of them must 
have computers like me and also many have 
~11ernet connections. I'd like to correspond 
with anyone over the net. My Internet ad­
dress isMichallHtwitt@XC.ORG. 

MichMI E. Htwill 
West Palm Beach, FL 

We w1// pnnt e-mail addre;;sts of mtmbtrs. 
Pltas4 stt•d the tdilor a /eller wilh ,our e-mail 
address and a rt.qu~t that u~ print r'L 

REPORT IS MISSED 

"The History of 463" is an excellent article. 
We really look forward to the follow up .... 
Another feature we're particularly pleased 
with is ''Narrow Gauge Near and Far." The 
yearly update on locomotive maintenance 
should be a really high priority .... We hope 
the nexl issue wi11 hci\'e il so we don'l miss 
a year. 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Rolls/in 
Farmington, NM 

¾-s, it is a high priority. and it appears on 
page 5. 
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,995 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

May 27, Saturday 
Opening Day 

July 8, Saturday 
Seventh Annual Moonlight Train 

July 26- 28, Wednesday-Friday 
Volunteer Wort Session "A" 

July 28, Friday 
Annual Meeting and Program 

July 29, Saturday 
Railfan Trip to Big Horn 

July 31-August 2, 
Monday- Wednesday 

Volunteer Work Session ·e· 
October 1 5, Sunday 
Planned Closing Day 

Engin,463 in lli,Chamayardon U,,nwrningo/Oclobtr 18, 1994.Adtadhtod mowwus mab 
that day lo Anlonito. The consist was two gundlJlas of ci,rde,s, diesel 19 (low<d dead), ten 
coaches, and caboose 0306. The help,, engi,it was 489. Plwtograph by JostPh P. lfcrr/onl. Jr. 

Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad, Inc. 
5732 Osuna Road NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Spencer Wi l son 
4304 Via De Luna NE 
Al buque rque NM 87110 

Non-Profit 
Organi1ation 
U.S.i'<>stage 

PATO 
Albuquerque., NM 
Permit No.1710 

Spencer


