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Friends at Work 
by Bill Lock work sessions starts on page 6. 

The purpose or this report is to present a brief summary of the 
I am pleased to present this report on the historic restoration ac• work that was done. I will start in Antonito and work westbound and 
oomplished by the Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad mention each or the projects by area: 
during the two vohmteer work sessions this summer. 

We had our largest tJJmout ever of volunteers: 128 people worked See Friends at \11,rk, page 4 
during work session 11A" from 
July 26 to 28. and 84 volunteers 
worked in work session '18" 
from July 31 to August 2. One 
significant difference from past 
years is that we had a great 
number of the volunteers for the 
first session working on Tues­
day, July 25, and volunteers 
working on site as early as Fri­
day, July 21. Our new president, 
Terri Shaw. our new vice presiM 
dent, Ralph f"lowers. and I 
shared the responsibilities o( be­
ing project manager for this eJ­
fort. The figures are not yet 
complete, but it does appear that 
we expended significantly more 
than 5,000 hours of skilled 
restoration work . A roster of 
volunteers is on page 10, and a 
photographic overview of the 

The car rtp(lir crew worki,ig t"n 
the Choma 1arrJ during work sts­
sio>1 'II." Photograph by Ari 
Nichol~ 

Since the ~araoce of the C&TS Dispatch In 1988, the Fall issue 
has presented the accompishments or the summer volunteer wo,k 
sessions. In this issue, along with Bill lock and Tom Cardin's 
overview of the woflc along the railroad, we p<esent the roste, or the 
voltmt"rs, acknowledging their participation in the most important 
acllVtty undertalten by the Friends, and indeed, the reason why we 
exiSI. At the same time we also recognize that each member, 

whether they are at the work sessions or no~ makes a vital contri­
btJ~on to the historic preservation of the railroad. 

In addition to the overview of the wol1< sessions, we era very 
pleased in this issue to begin a regular reatura on historic preserva­
tion written by member Keith Hayes. Ketth's first column m thts 
senes BIJPllln on page 13. 

- the editor 
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The C&TS Dispatch is published by the Fneods oi the Cumbres 
& 1oltec S~nic Roilroad, Inc., 5732 Osuna Road NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 871-09. Th• FriendotofcheCumb1e~&1bltec Sc,;•ic Railcoa<I, 
tnc., ls. a New Mexico nonprofit corporation. 

The Friends is the official museum support group for tbe 
Cuml,rcs & Tultec Scenic Railroad, a 64-mile-loog operating railroad 
and museum of railroad hist()t"Y and technology between Antonito, 
Colorado, and Ch.am.a, New Mexico. The railroad is owned by 
Colon,do and ~ew Moxie<• and is operated by Kyle Railways, Inc. As 
the mu&r:um $Upport RfOup, the Friends is dedia.ted to the preser• 
vatton and interpretation or the railroad. 

F.1n1ily membership in I he Friends is $20.00 per year; ootside the 
USA membership is $30.00. All contributions are lully laX deductible 
and will br gratefully atct.-pted. Please write us in Albuquerque or 
rail us at (505) 880-1311 for information aboot the Friends. The 
Cumbrcs & Tult.ec Scenic Railro:-td is both a NationaJ and -a Stale 
Registered Historic Site. 

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 

NEWMEX[CO 
Denver & Rio Grande Railw-•y- 1880 to 1886 
Denver & Rio Grdllde Railroad-1886 to 1921 

Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad - 1921 to 1970 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railcoad -1970 to 1995 

0 191!1 FRIENDS OF THE CUMBRES ft TOlTEC SCENIC RAILROAD, INC. 

l' R E S I IJ E NT ' S C o I. l' ~I N 

WIiiiam J. Lock's Retirement Speech to the Annual 
Meeting, July 28, 1995, Chama, New Mexico. 

I could not be more pleased or proud t<> serve as President of the 
Friends of the Cumbres & 1oltec Scenic Railroad. You have seen 
here tonight the kinds of restor,tion work that we have done and the 
very significant tradition of volunteerism that we have improved 
upon. The work of the Friends is u-uly awesome, from its publica­
tions program and marvelous newsletter to our work of interpreta• 
tion of the railroad to the unbelievable magnitudes of coosu-uction 

See ll'indy Point, page 3 

Retiri,ig p,,sident Bili Lock, incoming presuknt Terri Shaw, and Steve 
Schroeatr (holding puu,ue) al 1M annual meeting. Phol&graph by 1/Jm 
Cardin. The ,mcnptian on the piaq,u presented lo Bill rtads: 

William]. Lock 

This replica of the 1903 builder's plate/or K-27 
/owmolivt 463 is prtSen/ed to William]. Lock, fo,mder 

of /he Friends of the Cumbres & Th/tee Scenic 
Railrond, in recognitum of his devotwn lo fh, historic 
prtsen,ation of the Cumbre.s & Th/lee Scenic Railroad. 

&cause of his vision, dttficalion, and sacrifice, 
William J. lock is 011 exemplar for nil who care /<>r a11d 

cherish the rai/rQOd and it, heritag,. 

Presented this 28th day of July 1995 
by 

Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, Inc. 
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Director's Re-elected mention a few: Antonito crew; 

Four hundred and eighty-five members re­
turned their ballots for the election of direc­
tors. The following directors were re-elected 
to tweryear terms (the number of votes for 
each candidate is also given). Howard Bunte, 
483; Wayne Freeark, 483; James Herron, 
477; William Lock,483; Warren Ringer, 476; 
Steven Schroeder, 482; and Spencer \Vilsoo, 
484. 

The management and employees of the 
C&TS for their assistance in transporting 
tools and materials to our worksites, pro­
viding work areas in the yards, mo\'lng cars 
into those locations, and for being such help­
ful and generous hosts to our activities; 

V&A Hardware and Pro Hardware of 
Chama as !he source for the many odds and 
ends we had to purchase during the work 
sessions. 

New Commissioners Ponderosa '!rue Value Hardware in 
Pagosa Springs for helping us obtain the 
lumber for the Curnbres Car Inspector's 
House project, mileposts, and whistleboards; 

Governor Gary Johnson of New Mexico has 
appointed new commissioners replacing 
Spencer Wilson and Carl Turner on lhe 
Curnbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad Comrnis­
sion. Medardn Sanchez, Jr., of the Chama 
area replaces Spencer Wilson, and Roberl 
Lynn of Corrales replaces Carl Turner. \Vil• 
son served on the commission under lwo 
governors from 1988 to l995, and Turner 
served from 1990 to 1995. 

Thanks! 
Quality Wood Products of Chama for spe­

cially milling the lumber for the sheep cars, 
boxcars, Oat car, and gondola decking and 
the SLOCkpens; 

·n,anks are owed to many for the success of 
this year's Work sessions. We would like to 

The Chama V,lley Market for helping our 
rood crew in so many ways, and for their 

daily donation of ice 
and water and for 

-- --
"II/here's IM 'B' End?" Qin J()U /ell from this p/wlograph? Rini: lhe 
broke cylinder tells ilte story. For IM. answer read /he o.rlide by Keilh 
Hayes on page 11. 

Windy Point 
Conlinued from poge 2 

and maintenance that we do on the l"dilroad. 
In order for the friends to be the organization that I truly want 

it to be, I think that it needs new blood in tl,e office of the president. 
I wanted all of you to kno.w 1hat after a great deal of 1hought and 
prayer, I have decided not to run for re-election for president at the 
Board of Directors meeting on Sunday Uuly 30, 1995). 

This is not anything new, as I had tokl the board at its meeting ex­
actly two years ago that I would only serve two additional terms as 
president. In the meantime, the board has continued to mature and 
grow aod has spent significant time planning for the transition that 
will now take place. I am pleased to announce that Vice President 
Terri Shaw has agreed to serve as President of the Friends of the 
Curnbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, and I am oonfident that she will 
do an excellent job. Her dedication to the organization tS in itself 
awesome, and especially because of her organizational skills I be­
lieve that Terri is the best person for 1he job at this time. 

I want you to know that I remain fully committed. in every respect 
to the future of this organization. I have just been re-elected to the 
Board of Directors and I will continue to be actively involved on iL 
The Friends office will still be located in my office building, and I will 
be able and willing to assist Terri whenever she asks for my help. 

One of the reasons that I fell it best for someone else to serve as 

donation of the 
C3kes to our celebra­
tion of the twenty. 
fifth anniversary of 
the railroad; 

Viva Vera's 
Mexican Kitchen in 
Chama for providing 
a meeting place and 
refreshments for our 
Board of Directors 
meeting; 

- Own-cc,~ o1'1lnd 
of 1he Rail Gifts for 
t.heir assist2nce. and 
hospitality to our 

Railroad History Center 
The Board of Directors a1 their March meet• 
ing in Colorado Springs, Colorado, decided 
not to renew the lease on the building in 
Chama which housed the Friends Railroad 
History Center. This decision was made in 
order to best utilize the resources of the or• 
ganitation. The center was closed and the 
lease assigned to member Bob Manthey. 
Zorn, w1ro bas opened the1h:ckside Empo­
rium. Bob has dedicated a J)Ortion of his 
store tO 1-·nends information and merchan• 
dise. When you are in Chama, please stop by. 

president is that I plan on devoting more time to other matters of the 
Friends that need development As president., I just did not ha\fe suf­
ficient time for fund raising. In order to move into quaJity restoration 
that needs lO take place in the future, significant additional monies 
v.ill have to be raised, and I have pledged to the Board of Directors 
that I am Y.illing to assist in that work. 

Finally, iL is my distinct pleasure tonight to inform all of you that 
the l•riends is planning I.O build a facility here in Chama for the 
restorati-On of our world class narrow gauge collection. Acting upon 
our request, the 1'1'iad Committee, composed of the Friends, the Op­
erator, and the Railroad Commission. favorably received our re­
quest for this facility, and tlle commission has subsequently ap­
proved in concept leasing a site for our car restoration facility south 
of the new engine house and east of the tracks. This facility will have 
an lntertor car repair area plus supporting facilities for our volun­
teers, and we expect UUll volunteers will be involved in construct• 
ing this building. I may be retiring as President of 1be Friends of the 
Cumbres & Tullec Scenic Railroad, but I am committed over the 
next few years to raise the money and participate in the planning to 
complete this important facility. 

I h0pe that you v.ill join me in welooming Terri and thanking her 
for taking on Whal cer~inly is a most demanding job. Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for your support, encouragement, 
friendship, and love. (',od bless you. 

- BILL LOCK 

Vol. 8 No. 3 C&'I'SDispatch Page3 



Friends at Work 
C,,nlim"d /mm page 1 

Antonito 

CAR REPAIR. Car repair work was con­
ducted on the 350-foot RIP (Repair in Place) 
track that had been installed by volunteers 
during 1994. Prior to this year's season, 
Kyle's track crew replaced the switch on the 
mainline that had been installed last year 
"~U1 a correctly aligned switch. Kyle crews 
brought five cars from Chama for this pro• 
ject, including a bigh-side gondola for a trash 
vehicle and a Oat car for a material trans­
pOrtation vehicle. Our crews redecked flat 
car 6627 with correctly shiplapped rough 
sawn decking timber. which we had ordered 
and had sawed before the season (allowing it 
to dry). New stringers were also installed 
on this steelKframe flat car. Crews also re• 
placed the doors and other parts on drop­
bottom gondolas 728 and 787. Because the 
work went so well, the crew had time to 
work on some repairs lo the hatches on the 
display refrigerator car (no. 166) on the An• 
torlito display track. The crew also replaced 
a bad door on drop gondola 801 and applied 
a coat of linseed oil. 
FORT KNOX. This cinder block building on 
the south side of the yard had been cleaned 
out during 1994 to make space available for 
our car repair effort. Prior to the work ses­
sions, the Friends bad contxacted with a Ii• 
censed electrical contxactor from Antonito 
and had spent $3,300 for a new electrical 
system inside the building that would handle 
a large, professional table saw. Tbe Friends 
purchased a Delta table saw and had it 
shipped to l'ort Knox. Immediately before 
the session, volunteers set up and tested 
the saw, which was used extensively during 
U1e work session and worked wonderfully 
for our J)urposes. This year the Port Knox 
ctew mostly worked with the car repair 
crew. They were able to transport almost in­
tact two large sets of shelves that had been 
built last year in U,e Railroad History Center 
in Chama and set them up in Fort Knox. The 
crew also worked to inventory and conve­
niently display the supply of bolts and other 
materials that had been purchased ror use in 
Fort Knox. All in all, the idea of an exterior 
wooden freight car repair facility at Fort 
Knox has worked extremely well. The Fort 
Knox and car repair crews got a special dis• 
play of railroading during the filming of a 
commercial using engine 463 in the Antonito 
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yard [see Earl Knoob's column on page 14]. 
Mll,EPOS'l'S. The milepost crew went back 
to work after a year's hiatus and was able to 
install two new mileposts and paint several 
mileposts and other signs. 

Sublette 

LOG BUNKHOUSE. This crew was able to 
complete the painting of the log bunkhouse 
in the officially approved colors during the 
first work session. The off-white called 
"abandonment white" and lime-green called 
"abandonment green" (from the period 
1940-1970) were applied to the log 
bunkhouse, which had been primed several 
years ago. The crew painted the plywood 
window coverings black, and they also 
painted the coaJ bunker with one coat on the 
entire structure and two coats on the roof. 
Next year tbe section house needs to be 
painted in the new color scheme, and gen­
erally the entire town looks exccllcnL 

Osler 

SECTION HOUSE. Crews worked botb ses­
sions on the roof of the section house. All of 
the old material that had been placed on the 
roof in 1994 was removed (we learned that 
the furring strips need to be screwed down 
ratber than nailed in order to withstand tbc 
txemendous winds at Osier). After screwing 
down the furring strips, new, correctly sized 
cedar shingles were placed on the entire 
roof. The "A" crew started working on Sun­
day be(orc the work session in order to get 
all of the shingles dipped in the preservative 
Penofin. A trash gondola and a flat car with 
the materials and equipment were brought 
to Osier by Kyle, and the job was completed. 
A small amount of additional survey work 
was done inside the section house so that 
the project for next year would be all ready 
to go (window work). The crew reported 
their desire to leave the 1970s porch in place 
until they had completed all work on the 
building because it provides a convenient 
stagjng area for roof work and also provides 
an excellent shelter and enclosed work area 
(although the porch will eventually be re­
moved). 
STATION. A fairly late addition to the pro• 
jects list was the reconstxuction of the Osier 
stalion roof. It was in extremely poor condi­
tion, and crew members immediately started 
tearing off the old roor and non-historic ply­
wood decking. The niters were rebuilt 
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where necessary and stxengthened, and then 
new historically correct planking was nailed 
down. ¼:>lunteers completed putting the tar 
paper underlayment and the furring strips on 
the building by the end of the work sessions. 
Not many cedar shingles were applied, al­
though all the shingles were dipped in 
preservative. Immediately alter the work 
sessions, Commission Executive Director 
Leo Schmitz hired a local carpenter to com­
plete the shingles so that the building would 
be winterized and the roof work basically 
completed This is another good example of 
how the commission. the operator, and the 
Friends work together to accomplish impor. 
tant historic preservation projects. 

Cumbres 

CAR INSPECTOR'S HOUSE. Volunteers 
saved this structure from collapse several 
years ago by installing a new roor and inte­
rior bracing. This year the foundation of the 
building was replaced - a major projecL 
The project started with the removal of the 
front porch, and then the securing of the in­
terior: The various sections of the foundation 
were dug out by hand alter sufficient stabil• 
ity was brought to the adjoining members. 
Almost every 2x4 stud in the building had to 
be sistered with a new upright be<:ause of se­
vere decay. A new bottom sill plate w-,s man· 
ufactured and placed on a treated wooden 
10• by JO" foundation. This process started 
on the east side of the building and then 
went all the wai• around the building during 
the first work session. 

During the second work session, a pl:as• 
tic film was laid down up against the foun­
dation and the dirt was backfilled to its orig• 
inal grade, the plastic being laid for the 
purpose of protecting the foundation as 
much as possible from moisture. A backhoe 
was brought in and tbe area leveled. The 
chain link fence installed by the commission 
in 1988 to prevent people from being injured 
in the event that the building collapsed was 
no longer necessary and it was removed. 

The crew then reau:ath(.-d the porch and 
proceeded to lit doors on all of the door 
openings and plywood window coverings in 
all of the window openings. The outside bot• 
tom of the foundation received a 1" by 12" 
lrim, which was painted to match the rest or 
the building, and the plywood on the win­
dows was painted black, llgain m simulate 
glass. Window panes and even curtains were 
painted on by the creative volunteers, so 
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that the house gives the appearance of being 
lived in at this time. 

While some permanent lift ing of the 
southeast corner o( the building was accom• 
plished, the building had still settled greatly 
over the years and we were not able to bring 
it back to its original position. Despite that, 
the building interior could be regraded and 
releveled to make it habitable, a goal never 
even dreamed of six years ago when this 
project was started. In the process of jacking 
up the building and installing the new foun­
dation, the building did shift sufficiently so 
that the chimney in the center of the build­
ing cracked and shifted a few inches. al­
though it still seems securely positioned. All 
in all, this project has to be one of the high• 
lights of the work session. 

Chama 

SHEEP CARS. Major work continued on the 
sheep cars that the Friends acquired in 1992. 
New roofs and roof walks (with saddles 
made in the off-season by Frank Burton) 
were installed on three cars. All three roofs 
were prime painted with an oil-based primer 
and at least one had an additional coat of 
black painL New doors were al.so installed on 
two cars. Also, two cars were pafated and 
except for lettering, these cars are now COS• 
metically complete. 
SHORT REFRIGERATOR CAR. Work COO· 
tintK.>d on short reefer 55 during worl< ses­
sion "A.• The Denver members of this con­
tinuing crew pllf(;hased various steel parts 
during the off-season and beg-,n formulating 
those to re-create the historic configuration 
of the undercarriage. The crew worked with 
some of these parts during tl1e work ses• 
sion and was able to make progress on many 
of the preparatory details for insr,lling the 
new undercarriage. Much work needs to be 
done on this car in future work sessions. 
STOCK PENS. During work session "B," 
additional major work was completed on U1e 
stock pens. A significant quantity of materi­
als was ordered in advance of the work ses­
sion and some of lhis material was installed. 
However, in the process of installing this 
material. the crew noted the significant de· 
terioration on the foundation of the stock 
pens, in partic,dar the wood portions of the 
pens which touched the ground. The crew 
found it necessary to replace many of these 
sections in order to prepare for future work. 
CAR REPAIR. What started out as a small 
crew to replace the roof walk on a boxcar 
turned into a larger crew responsible for 
several projects. The crew replaced lhe roof 
walk and saddles on the boxcar (32.11) used 
to store lumber for the Friends. 1n addition, 
it totally rehabilitated the old Osier toilet 
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car. The crew foced numerous holes in the 
roof from the vents £mm the old toilets by 
making sheet metal plugs and then securing 
and sealing them. The crew also cleaned out 
the interior of the car, repaired holes in the 
Ooor, and laid a plywood deck, making this 
car suitable for the storage of tools and 
equipment. (This car was dedicated lo the 
use of the Friends by the commission and 
the operator prior to the worlc session.) 

The car repair crew did many minor 
items of carpentry to enable the painting 
crew to paint these two cars. In addition, the 
crew made emergency repairs on the rools 
of two maintenance-of-way cars, whicli had 
lost their roofs because of high winds and de· 
teriorating conditions. The crew placed a tar 
paper covering over the car with strips to 
hold it down. There w-..s a mini-work session 
in September to reroof these two cars with 
the proper replacement rolled roofing, 
thereby protecting them from the winter 
weather. 
SURVEY, This year's survey activity was 
primarily geared towards working on the 
passenger cars in our inventory. The crew 
photographed and measured several cars, 
and they will be preparing detailed drawings 
of these cars during the coming year. 
CH"RONJCJ...rNG. The four major sites aJong 
the railroad had chronicle.rs again this year. 
Even the smaller sites bad peaple trained 
in chronicling to make sure that the work of 
the volunteers was fully documented. These 
people were trained prior to the work ses­
sions, and they will be preparing their re­
ports in I.be months ahead. Previous note­
books of photographs taken by the 
chroniders were in high demand during the 
work sessions. Using these notebooks, the 
volunteers were able to check on the prior 
condition of various equipment and buiki .. 
ingS to ensure that all of the features were 
duplicated with the highest degree of his• 
torical accuracy possible. 
FOOD PREPARATION. A full crew worked 
on food preparation at both work sessions. 
The crew made nourishing lunches for all 
six of the regularly scheduled work days, 
and also produced a magnificent steak dinner 
at Tom and Mary Cardin's house. The crew 
also arranged for the chicken dinner at the 
High Country Restaurant on Friday night 
and the box lunclies that were prepace<l for 
the train on Saturday. The crew did a terrific 
job in making sure that volunteers all along 
the railroad line bad their lunches (an even 
more difficult job as we were switching crew 
members around during the second work 
session). 
·rooL CAR. The tool car remains an impor­
tant fixture of our work sessions. The tool 
car crew makes sure that volunteers have 
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safety equipment and the materials they 
need. We expanded the lttnction of the tool 
car this year to include work at our Albu­
querque storage locker and the loading of 
material prior to the work sessions (U1e lo­
gistics of coordinating material purchases 
and deliveries has become very significant). 
In addition, volunteers went to the railroad 
in September to inventory equipment and 
supplies in prepar.ation for next season. 
Mlt.t. WORK. An important crew in getting 
the job done and getting it done safely has 
become the mill work crew, This crew of ex­
perienced sawyers operates the Chama table 
saw and does all kind of miscellaneous wood 
projects for volunteers as various pieces are 
needed in restoration projects. Because of 
the addition of the large new saw in Antonito 
(and volunteers there to operate lhat saw), 
lhe mill work crew was able to be flexible in 
doing many more projects around the aiama 
yard and took orders for various wood pieces 
from the outlaying sites as well. 
REGISTRATION AND PHOTO/VIDEO. In 
order to make sure that all the volunteers 
were properly registered, a hard-working 
volunteer was dedicated full time to the job 
of registration and greeting visitors lo the 
railroad yard. Other volunteers worked dur• 
ing both work sessions to photograph each 
volunteer and in addition to photograph the 
various projects with video. An off .. season 
project again this year will be the production 
of a 1995 video for the work sessions. 
CAR PAINTING. For the f,rst time in several 
years, we had an organized team doing car 
painting. In fact, this good sized team did a 
large number of car painting projects. The 
cars were deaned and scrapped prior to 
spray painting with the air-operaled equip• 
meat that the Friends now owns. Three 
drop~bottom gondolas and one flat car were 
painted during the first work session and 
two boxcars and two stock cars were painted 
during the second session. 
LETTERING. Car lettering crews worked 
both work sessions in the Chama yard, fol· 
lowing up on the cars that had been painted 
by the car painting crew. Eight cars were 
lettered in the historically correct lettering 
scheme. The stQ<:k cars that were painted 
need to be lettered carefully for the future to 
follow the diverse lettering formats that 
were present on them when they were 
brought back to the railroad. Another im­
portant job done by lhe lettering crew this 
year was to nail meta) house-type numerals 
to the undersiJls of almost every railroad car 
in the collectio1L These permanent numbers 
wi11 help in identifying cars when otherwise 
lhe lettering schemes have become lost. 
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Friends at Work 
Photographs by Tom Cardin 

t T 

.,, . 
Under lhe big blue tarp aJ Amonilo, rmwving 
old de,;king from flat car 6627. 

Osier creto installing tar paper under/(Jyment and furring strips on Sia· 
lion roof (fortgr0u,zd) and shi,ig/i"ll the section house I'()()/. 

When the roofing crew at Osier tired of climbing 
down to restart the air compressor that pow­
ered their staple guns and brought it up on the 

porch roof, they discovered it liked that location 
much better and ran pelfectly from then on. 

Ositr crtw dini11g under the 1970s porch roof of lhe section house. Shingles for the Ositr section house roof drying in the sun after being 
treated with f>n$trvalive. 
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Priming the bottom lrim J"r the car insP,,dor's Muse al Cumbres. 

A volunteer encountering two 
Finnish university students sent 
them to a nearby restaurant to 

find some board members at dinner, 
where they talked exuberantly about 
the C& TS and their own volunteer 
owned and operated Jokioinen Rail­
way and Narrow Gauge (750 mm) 
Museum in Jokioinen, Finland. They 
had brought booklets, brochures, and 
postcards illustrating Iha Finnish nar­
row gauge railways, which they pre­
sented from their organization to 
ours. 

The view mos I MrSons get of the crew w()Tking on short r,,efer 55. 
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Car ;nspector's house - note curlmns in the 
windows. 

Engim,484 passing the stock pens al the 1<!)-e in 
Chama. 
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The suroey crew at work on car 053. 

Volunteers Joan and David Sands 
set up their 1 o• Meade I.X200 
telescope for fellow campers to 

explore the night sky. Those present 
enjoyed seeing the Earth's moon and 
Jupiter and four of its moons. Unfor­
tunately the cloudy skies did not co­
operate in making it possible to see 
other wondrous sights that Dave had 
hoped to show us. 

Registering volunteers for work session ''A." 

P'age8 

TM kitchen crew bock home in the tx,xe,ar. 

The poinJing crew all masked and ready to remove old paint and re­
paint tlutgond(J/as. 

Applying stencils on a gond,illl in tlut Chama yards. 
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St,ak fry at 1om and Mary Cardin s home in Chama. Their new Bed Sales /obit at the annual meeting in the Chama Valley SchMI gymna• 
and Breakfast, Cardin's Cro.ising, will be op,n y,ar round. smm. 

Volunteers working in the 
Chama yards had many oc• 
casions to explain our pro­

gram to visitors to the yards and 
report they had many compli­
ments. Our volunteers were also 
good recruiters, signing up new 
members at every opportunity. 
New members included two 
from Germany and one from 
SwilZerland. 

Win nm of tilt! "wngest distana tral!t/ltd t,J tht W(lrk sessilins award" 
ar, Pot and 1my Boardman of 8o/gl)W/ah, New &uth Wales, Aus· 
Italia. They an wlunturs qn the Zig-Zag Railroad back home, and 
1my is tilt! secretary of the AustraJilJn RaiJway HisU!rical Soddy. 

In a Town WJ.thout Trains 

How do the young there ever leam 
To dream journeys lo forawny places, 
W,thout tails that pair side by side 
Desi.re and distance, point the arrow 
Across wide l1ori1.ons, carry them wayfaring 
With every train whistle played on the night? 
Tl,c lowu ha• no lengtl,; il is only 
A circle closed in on it.el£ a cluster 
Of safe village streets and oo level crossings. 
The comer lights say WAIT-WALK, 
WAIT- WALK, 

Vol. 8 No. 3 

But no signals say dare to ride farther 
Than country roads; where ll,e rails run 
Are the great cities, great stations, 
Great exps'Ctations of a work to he done. 
Wilhoul trains, the lown holds no sou11d 
Of going; the young grow old .. ithout yearning. 

- Nancy G. Westerfield 

Rej,rinled /mm The Christian Science Monitor, April J, 1994, 
with permission from the author. 
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Volunteer Roster-1995 Work Sessions, July 26-28 and July 31-August 2 

The following dedicated Chama Dorothy Sandmire, A Stock Pens: Osier 
volwitcers participated in T~ly Thomas, B George Berkstresser, 
the 1995 work sessions. Site Leader: Mona Tully, B B Site Leader: 

Ralph G. Flowers, A, B BillWeinrod,B Don Bush, B Tod Norcross 
Geoffrey Gordon. B 

A - Work Session "A'' Administration: Loading/Unloading: • Malcolm Mackey, B Section House Rooftng: 
B - Work Session "B" Bill Lock, A, B Roger Briggs, A, B Ed Mouritsen, B Gene Balderston, A 

JimDavis,A Jack Schuh, B Kirk Binning, A, B 
• - Crew Leader Car Lettering: Ralph A. Flowers, A • Fred Springer, B Charles De Witt, B 

casey Brooks, B Ralph G. Flowers, A, B David Hamilton, A, B 
• Richard Caldwell, Wade Rall, A• Survey, Historic Louis Hazlewood, A 

All Sites A,B• Don Meu.ler; A, B Coaches: Emmanuel Lopez, A, B 
Ann Davis, A Tim Olson, A, B • Keith Hayes, A Bill Nimon, A, B 

Projects Managers: Bob Golclasich, 8 David Sands, A, B Rick Newgard, A Kyle Norcross, A, B 
Ralph G.J'Jowcrs, B Jo Goldasich, B Lee Ritterbush, A. B Stacia Norcross, A 
Bill Lock, A, B Robin Kumler, A Mill Work: Karen Rosen, A • Ted Norcross, A. B 
Terri Shaw, A, B John Lock, A Al Dross, A, B Judith Rosenberger, A Aimee Ott, A, B 

• Art Nichols, A David Sands, A, B Dick Smith, A Michael Pacheco, A, B 
Antonito Jessica Ratliff-Klas, B • Roger Briggs, A, B Bob Snider, A Jason Rupley, A. B 

Kirk Rohrig. A John Rupley, A 
Site Leader: OianeVos,A Photq/Video Tool Car. Maria Rupley, A , B 

Drake Rice, A, B Documentation: GuyCombe,B Jim 1ltsworth, A 
Car P.,inting: Tom Cardin, A, B Chuck Emery, A Rudy Titsworth, A 

Car Re-decking: Janice Aasen, A Rodney Guggenheim, Gordon Forbes, A 
Isabell Abbott, A George Berkstresser, B • Don Metzler, A, B• Chroniclers: 
Tom Abbott, A A Les Jarrett, B • Bob Seller. A Joyce Shostrom, A, B 
Barbara Emery- Pat Boardman, A Dave Vos, A Keith Shostrom, A, B 
Geiger. A Terry Boardman, A Cumbres 

Wayne Freeark, B Andy Bruce, B Registration: Sublette 
Tom Garland, B Kevin Brnce, B Howard Bunte, A. B Site Leader. 
Doug Geiger, A Norman Bruce, B Bob Ground, A, B Site Leader: 
Gail Gish, B Geoffrey Gordon, A Box Cars: Jim Herron, A 
Bill Kepner, B Curtis Hixon, A Howard Bunte, A, B car Inspector's flom;e: 
Jim Laycock, A, B John Kinsey, A Kevin Corwin, A Bob Akers. A Log Bunkhouse 
Sam March. A Susan LeMmon, A • Ralph G. Flowers, A Don Biggs.A Painting: 
Ed Mouritsen, A Jeff Osborne, A Philip McDonald, A Noreen Breeding, A, B Doug Christensen, A 
Bob Mwidis, B • Art Randall, A, B• Malcolm Merrihew, Roger Breeding, A, B Charles DeWitt, A 

• Drake Rice, A, B • Marvin Sandmire, A A,B Jim Davis.A • Jim Herron, A 
Ken Rice, A, B Dudley Thomas, B Robert Rosenberger, John DeRosa, A Jacquelyn Hirsch, A 
Warren Ringer, A Paula Thomas, B A David Ferro, A Roland Hirsch, A 
George Swain, B Bob Tully, B Al Stnucker, B Blake Forbes, A 

Prank Smucker, A, B Carol Anne Freeman, Chroniclers: 
Fort Knox: Chroniclers: Josh Smucker, B B Jacquelyn Hirsch, A 
Justin t'reeark, A Glenn Hall, B • Bob Ground, A, B Roland Hirsch, A 

• Wayne Freeark, A Bob Hayes, A Sheep Cars: AI Judd,A 
rrank Maly, B Scott As~ B Steve Kells, A We have carefully 

Chronicler: Joan Sands, A. B • Roy Blizzard, A, 8 Amy Mahony, A checked our records in 
Andrew Oickard, A, B • Terri Shaw, A, B Dennis Chiles, B Christopher Mahony, A compiling this listing. II 

Orion Steen, A Kevin Cook, A Kip Merker, A, B there are any errors 
Mileposts: Ralph A. Flowers, A TimMower, B please contact the 
JimGross,A Food Preparation: Tony Kas.sin, A, B Tim Olson, A, B Friends office at 
Dianna McGuinne~s. A Doris Akers, A Craig Kumler, A Jim Paules, B (505)880-1311. 
Nancy Nardella, A Rhonda Biggs, A John Scott. A DonSmith, A 

• Cal Smith, A • Mary Cardin, A, B Dick Sons,A 
James Smith, A Nancy Gordon, A, B 30-Ft. Reeler: Bill Stone, B 
Peter Smith, A Christ A Kinsey, A Andy Dahm,A Nicholas Wilson, B 
Robin Smith, A Martha Mackey, B Matt Jameson, A 

Mary Meu.ler, A Jay Samuels, A Chroniclers: 
Chronicler: Fred Rice. A Wendy Wham, A Brian Svikhart, B 

Jim Gross,A Nancy Rice. A • Randy Worwag, A &I Walton.A 
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Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, Inc., Board of Directors 

Executive Committee 

Terri Shaw 
President 
140 West Foothill Boulevard, #8 
Claremont, CA 91711 
(909) 626-0121 Home 
(909) 624-8530 Work 
(909) 621-3179 FAX 
e-mail: bun..,haw@c,1Jerg81.wm 

Ralph G. Flowers 
Vice President 
88 West Pl!regrine Circle, Unit 4 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
(970) 731-4717 Home & FAX 

Jim Herron 
Secretary 
2965 South Plateau Drive 
Salt Lake City, UT84109 
(801) 485-7212 Home 
(801) 581-7303 Work 
(801) 581-7848 FAX 
e-mail: herron@bwiris.pltorm.utah.edu 

Robin Kumler 
Treasurer. ex officio member of board 
Meadows Manufacturing 
130 South Wolfe Road 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086 
(408) 732-1252 Work 
( 408) 732-1126 FAX 

Roger Briggs 
Colorado Representative 
6305 High Line Place 
Colorado Springs, CO 80908 
(719) 495-497J Home 
(719) 593-3362 FAX c/o Fran Burke 

Steve Schroeder 
New Mexico Representative 
2155 Louisiana Boulevard NE, Suite 10100 
Albuquerque, NM 87110-5409 
(505) 294--2450 Home 
(505) 889-8889 Work 
(505) 883-7&14 FAX 
e-mail: sms@i2i.cqm 

Bill Lock 
hnmediate P',st President 
5732 Osuna Road NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
(505) 293-3210 Home 
(505) 880-1200 Work 
(505) 881-2444 FAX 

Directors 

Tum Abbott 
10780 West 35th Avenue 
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 
(303) 233-9655 Home 
(.103) 640-2525 FAX 

Roger Breeding 
Assistant Treasurer 
1008 Parkland Place SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
(505) 260-0820 Home 
(505) 844-1532 Work 

Howard Buntt! 
Assistant Secretary 
651 Citadel Avenue 
Claremont. CA 91711 
(909) 626-0121 Home 
(909) 621-3179 FAX c/o Terri Shaw 
e-mail: bunshaw@cyb,rg8Lcom 

Where's the ''B'' End? 
by Keith E. Hayes 

During the work sessions this summet the 
number-one question I heard was •'how can 
J tell which end Ls the 'B' end of a gondola?" 
Railroad cars move about., so Lhet'e is no 
north or south to the equipment Instead, 
railroads (or modelers) have established a 
means of identifying parts of the rolling 
stock based on the braking hardware. 

Every freighl car bas a br,ke wheel, and 
the end of the car with a brake wheel is des­
ignated the "8" end. The opposite end is 
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"'A." According to mesnber Rick Newgard, if 
you stand facing the "8'' end, then the side 
to the right is the right side of the car and 
vice versa. 

Guess what? Some equipmen~ nor.ably 
passenger cars and cabooses, have two 
brake wheels - what to do? This requires 
getting down on all fours and looking under 
the car. In the middle of the car is the brake 
cylinder, a bolted-together cylindrical affair 
with a projection on one end with a rod and 
clevis sticking out. This rod end points to 
the '1B" endoftnecar; you can verify this on 

C&ll'SDispatch 

Wayne Freeark 
19098 County Road 8 RR 
Alamosa, CO 81101 
(719) 588-2414 Voice Mail 

Craig Kumler 
1935 Ashland Way 
San Jose, CA 95130 
( 408) 379-1287 Home 
(408) 247-4282 Work 
(408) 749-1146 FAX c/o Robin Kwnler 

Art Nichols 
1307 45th Street 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 
(505) 662-4770 Home & FAX (call first) 
e-mail: asnl307@ool.com 

Drake Rice 
3121 Talon Road 
Edmond, OK 73013 
(405) 478-3225 Home 
(405) 340-5047 Work 
(405)359-1071 FAX 

Warren Ringer 
4442 Pampas Road 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
(818) 884--0537 Home 
(818) 704--7709 FAX (call first) 
e-mail: wring,r@aoLa>m 

Spencer Wilson 
4304 Via de Luna NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
(505) 265-7695 Home 

a boxcar with only one brake wheel. On 
freight cars, an air reservoir is bolted to the 
"/\' end of I.he brake cylinder; on passenger 
cars this is often mounted to the underside 
of the car away from the cylinder (see the 
photograph on page 3). 

The clevis is attached to a series of float· 
ing rods and linkages, bolted to the car at key 
fixed points, which operate the brakes. It 
looks complex but is quite ingenious and 
based on simple physics: push and pull Next 
time you are in Chama or Antonito, look un• 
der a boxcar on display and check it out! 
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T H E :\I O D E L E R. S C O L ll l\l N : N O. :1 
by Ed "Boomer" Walton 

Ed has been a volunteer at the mm mer work sessilms for many years. 
His wlumn on model railroading is a reg11/ar feature;,. the C&TS Dis­
patch 

I hope that my column in the last issue stimulated everyone's imag­
ination and thinking about modeling some portjon of the C&TS. In 
future arbcles we will periodically return to "vision" land, but in this 
issue we will experience a reality check - the results of the survey 
that was distributed in the Spring 1995 issue. 

I sincerely thank all of you who responded. Just as the Friends of 
the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad is composed of a wide vari­
ety of people with great diversity of interests, so are those from our 
large group who responded to the survey. The number o( responses 
was most gratifying: fifty-five from three countries. In the sport of 
good humor and jest, the "1ie Me Wallaby Down Sport'' award goes 
to Greg "'pperell of Dingley, Victoria, Auslralia, for his reply. '!banks 
Greg. The "Closer To Home" award goes to Michael Taylor of 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, for his response. Thanks Michael. Re­
sponses came from throughout the U.S., as shown on the accompa .. 
nying map. 

Beginning with the Spring 1996 issue of the Dispatch, this col­
umn will have a new name - "From Lhe Modeler's Viewpoint . ., Sev­
eral write-in candidates were senl in, including ")'be Narrow l\,linded 
Modeler," but "From the Modeler's Viewpoint'' was the first choice. 

Second, the variations in scale prererence in our survey were 
tremendous. As I expected based upon some years of modeling ex­
perience, HO is the leading scale, but larger scales are also very pop­
ular. Russell Patterson really summed up everyone's feelings when 
he commented that he preferred 12 inches to the foot when at the 
campground (in Chama). Unfortunately, 1:1 modeling is not always 
possible, although highly desirable, and space constraints in the 
Dispatch being what they are, any scale drawings that may be pub­
lished will be done either in HO or N scale (expansion or reduction 
of drawings should not pose too much or a problem). Steve McKee 
suggested that any drawings published should include al least two 
different angles (views) marked in 
prototype dimensions. Photographs 
of the same view(s) should also be 
supplied, if possible. He went on lo 
comment that any commercial 
products used should be docu­
mented with manufacturer's 
name(s), parts numbers, etc. 
Please try to avoid the source of a 
key part as being from the '1scratch 
box ." Good points Steve. 
"Thanks!" We'll do that AMAP (as 
much as possible). Please remem­
ber thal in modeling work, delails 
are extremely importanL 

Third, all the topics listed for 
modeling project ideas were of inp 
terest to many persons. Build­
ings/structures tied with motive 
power as having the most interest. 
These were closely followed by 
bridges/trestles (yes!) and 
freight/MOW cars and equipment. 

booses, scenery, passen&•" cars, and tank = · Other suggestions 
included operations, layout design, and logging railroads. 

Fourth, the most favored modeling technique is the use of kits, 
followed by scratch building, and finally kit bashing. 

Fifth, photographs or dra\\ing submissions almost split down the 
middle between "yes" and '4 no•1

: twenty-eight persons have items 
to shMe in this column and twenty-seven do nol have items to 
share. Drawings and photographs are welcome. I would like to en• 
courage all of you to try photographing and measuring something 
that is plain and slraightforward. Free-hand doodle a set of drawings 
and mark them with the dimensions. Make an experimental model 
from old (or new if you like) card stock or file folder material. This 
will help you get the "bugs" oul of your project. Then later make a 
model of your work out of balsa, basswond, styrene, or other suit­
able material. Please make a record of what you did step-by-step and 
include any assembly problem(s) you encountered plus their solu­
tions. Write up what you did and send it lo me for a future article in 
this column. We all would benefit from your experience. 

SiJcth, most reSpondents preferred to build modules and dioramas 
for home or local use, although some persons did express an inter~ 
est in setting up a display in conjunction wiLh the Friends Annual 
Meeting. Such a display would be ambitious and logistically difficult, 
but it certainly would add an interesting dimension to our meeting. 
Chama was followed by Antonito and Osier as favored sites u, model. 
1b those who arc interested in setting up a display of some type, 
please let me know your thoughts and ideas; I would like to pursue 
them with you. Write to me at 3200 Fox Hill Rd., St. Charles, MO 
63301-IXll0. I will be looking forward to hearing from you. 

In conclusion. the response to our survey was most interesting. 
I have all responses on file and as time permits, I will be referring 
to them for memory refreshment and possible persona) contact in 
the future. None of the surveys will be released to any outside agen• 
cies. Thank you again for your response. 'fo U,ose who took extra 
time to make additional comments, special thanks go to you. Until 
next time ... 

... 3' > 4' 8¼" (I love 'em both.) 

Then came track/right-of-way, ca- N11mber of responses from the Unitr.d Sia/es to the modeling survey apptari1,g in the Spring 1995 issue. 
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f' I< E S E l< \ ' AT I o N I' E I< S I' E C T I \' E : N O. l 
by Keith E. Hayes - AIA 

Keith is a member of th;, Friends and a lic,nsed architect practicing in 
Dtnve,: O!lorodo. "Prt$trvalion Perspective" will bt a regulor feature 
in the C&TS Dispatch. 

Definitions in Prese rvation 

(f you attended the work sessions, you received a list of prese.rva• 
tion principles with your registration materials in the form of a con• 
densed version of the Secretary of the Interior's "Guidelines for Re­
habilitating Historic Buildings." The guidelines mention steps in the 
preservation process. including protection. maintenance, repair, 
replication, alterations, and additions. Also used and implie<I arc the 
terms preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation. Often I see these 
words use<! intercl.mgeably when, in rac1, each refers to a specific 
aspect of preserv-,tion. Even in preservation circles, these words 
may be confuse<! as the author becomes careless or presumes to 
write for an audience well-schooled in the field. 

For my definitions, I turned to a standard text on architectural 
preservation, Historic Prese.rvation by James Marston Fitch (Mc­
Graw Hill, 1982). Check your local library for this book if you would 
like more information. While the definitions are slanted toward 
buildings, I think they apply to boxcars as well - boxcars are just 
little buildings which move! Also keep a dictionary handy for some 
of the liogo-istic words which follow. 

Broadly def med, rdtabilitation means to restore to an operable or 
sound condition. Locomotive 463 was rehabilitated. 

Preservafwn implies the maintenance of an object in the same 
physical oondition as when it was received by the curatorial agency. 
Nothing is added to or subtr.icted from the aesthetic oorpus of the 
artifact. Any intervention necessary to preserve its physical in­
tegrity (protection against fire, thef~ or intrusion; heating; cooliog; 
lighting) are to be cosmetically unobtrusive. Several year,, ago, the 
Friends worked on derrick OP to preserve its physical condition. 

Restoralilm describes the process of returning the artifact to the 
physical condition in which it would have been at some previous 
stage of its morphological development. The buildings at Sublette, 
New Mexioo, have been repainted in a oolor scheme representative 
or the O&RGW paint scheme used during the period or abandon­
ment. 

Qmsen:olion and amsoli(l(Jtifm involve physical intervention in 
the actual fabric of the object to ensure its oontinued structural in­
tegrity. For several years oow, a crew led by Randy Worwag has been 
hard at work on 30-foot refrigerator car 55. Each summer the group 
carefully disassembles part of the car, investigates the extent of 
damage, and meticulously crafts new wood replacement parts in a 
railroad-like manner. The intent is to return the car t.o operation. 

While a protctype is an original form which serves as a basis on 
which later stages are base<! or judged, a replica is a copy or repro­
duction; afac$imite is an exact copy or reproduction. No two objects 
on the C&TS are quite the same and D&RGW cabooses are typical. 
Caboose 0503 can be considered a prototype on which caboose 
replica 0:l06 is based. Caboose 0306 is not a facsimile of 0503, how­
ever: 0306 is much more comfortable! 

Adaptive use involves saving a structure by adapting it to the 
needs of the new tenants. Many boxcars were adapted into passen• 
ger cars in the early history of the C& TS. 

Reamslrncti1»1 describes the re-creation of vanished buildings 
on their original site; rebuilding the snow shed at Cumbres is one ex­
ample. 

I hope this helps to clariry some often confusing terms. You can 
see from the examples that the J''riends has embarked on a wide 
range of preservation and rehabilitation projects, and often the pro­
jects encompass several definitions. Inherent in every project is a 
series of decisions a.bout the condjtion of the existing materials and 
how best to maintain and preserve them. T wiJI expand on these is­
sues in a future column. Please feel free to write me in c.are of the 
editor and share your thoughts on these issues. 

C O I\! l\ l I S S I O N R E PO RT 
by Leo Schmitz - Executive Director 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad Commission 

JUNE 23, 1995, CHAMA, NEW MEXICO. General Manager Joe Vigil 
reported that the 1995 season had a tough starL 11,e heavy snows 
in April and a cool spring increase<! tlte soowpack, resulting in slides 
that had to be cleared by the rotary snowplow and then a bulldozer 
when the rotary broke down. It took the crews eight days to open the 
line from Chama to Osier [see the Summer issue]. The water line 
at Cumbres had been broken by a contractor working for the Forest 
Service. Railroad employees restored water lo the tank by laying a 
temporary line on top or the snow. Trains ran on schedule opening 
day, but the buses were canceled because or snow on the highway. 

Regarding the rotary snowplow OY, it has seen much use and 
tough service over the past five years. There is a broken cylinder 
head and a broken axle. Chief Mechanical Officer John Bush will pre­
pare a series of proposals for the levels or work and oosts involve<! 
ror the rehabilitation of OY. The rotary is the most economical way 
to clear the tr•cks of snow. 

Tile Chama water tank project has been completed. The total oos1 
was $151,436 - Colorado and New Mexico each contributed 
$32,870, and the commission contributed $85,696. 

The commissioners approved the propose<! agreement among the 
oommission, Kyle Railways, and the Friends for use of Ft. Knox and 
the spur tr..ck in Antonito. The commissioners also discussed the 
various site options for the proposed Friends car rcsl<lration faci lity 
and accepted u,e recommendation of the TRIAD Committee [com­
mission, operator, and Friends] of site no. 1 (east and near the en­
gine house, adjacent to the Chama yard). The Friends will oontinue 
ta study this site and report back to the commission with more de• 
tails. 

The commission has received. a request from a property owner 
at the Color•do state line in Archuleta County 10 build a road across 
the railroad IJ'acks near Cresco, within thirty feet of the telegraph 
booth. Superintendent of Operations Earl Knoob pointed out that 
there is poor visibility at this location; trees and the embankment ob­
struct the view of the tracks from the road. The property owner will 
be aske<I to submit a writWn proposal to the commission before the 
legal questions are reviewe<I \\ith the Colorado Attorney General's 
Office and the historic preservation implications are reviewed by the 
Colorado and the New Mexico Historic Preservation Offices. 

The commissioners commended Kyle RaHways for installing a 
new public address sy::;tem in the Chama coache::1. 
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by Earl Knoob 

Earl is Su[Jtri,llt1ultm of OputlJians, Cumbrts & 1b/Uc Scenic Rail­
road. His coh,mn appears regularly in the C&TS Dispatch. 11 is in­
tended as a clearing house for information on the various na.m,10 
g,,uge o/)eratians (and a few wide gauge ones, too) around the country 
Send your questions mrd com mm ts directly lo Earl in Orama qr ill care 
of theedilor. 

You know, the biggest problem with being in this business is that I 
get so tied up and busy keeping things running here all summer I 
tend to move in a vacuum and ignore what is hap)J<)ning in the rest 
of the world. So, this column will tend to be more narrow gauge that 
is "near" than ''far." 

FUming a TV Commercial 

In the middle of July, the railroad was approached by a production 
company to film a TV commercial for a British candy company. They 
wanted a ''third world country immigrant train,n and they said our 
old boxcar coaches were perfect (I'm not sure if we should be in­
sulted or not). Because I didn't hear back lrom them for several days, 
I figured this was another of many "movie nibbles" we gel Well, 
they suddenly appeared again wanting to film the last week of July, 
about a week away. They had changed their plans and wanted to base 
the train in Antonito instead of in Chama, which added a deadhead 
move each way across the railroad. To add additional excitement the 
Friends work session was in the middle of all this, and the entire 
train had to be back in Chama Friday for the friends fan trip on Sat­
urday. 

On Monday moming,July 24, Extra 463 East left Chama al 9:45 
-..ith eight boxcar coaches and the Hinman coach. Three more box­
car coaches followed on the regular train the next day. We had to 
leave them bell.ind on the 24th because the train would be over ton­
nage for 463. After meeting train no.1 at Osier. 463 proceeded to An­
toruto, arriving at 3:16 P.M. 

Tuesday was an "off day" for the train as the TV crew dressed the 
cars for the filming. Wednesday was spent filming in the Antoruto 
yard. Thursday morning was spent again filming in Antonito, and 
about 2:00 P.M. we left to film on the line enroute to Big Horn. We 
met train no.4 at Lava with 463 backing the train into the balloon 
track, where I got to experience another "little engine with a big 
heart story.• The loop track is REAL steep. It looks abom 6 percent 
but is probably closer to 4 percent. Nonetheless 463 - with a little 
help lrom hand sanding the track - walked that 11-car, 190-ton 
train out of that rusty, weed grown track without a whole lot of fuss. 
By the way, 463 is rnted for 183 tons on a 4 percent grade. The train 
then proceeded to Big Hom, where we turned and came bad< to An­
tonito. 

Friday morning was spent shooting between Antonito and Lava. 
We met no.I at Lava, but this time we backed into the lower end of 
the loop, where we could get a downhill run into it, and rolled back 
onto the main - a process we should have done the previous day, 
The train returned to Antoruto al about 1:30 P.M. After a brief flurry 
of switching, X463West departed Antonito for Chama at 1:50, meet­
ing train no. 4 at Big Horn. The TV crew moved into the Hinman to 
shoot some interior shots, and I stayed in Antonito to baby-sit the 
crew, who were still going strong at 10:30 that night, at which time 
I gave up, told them they were on their own, and went home. Un­
fortunately, this was tlle night or the twenty-fifth birthday party for 
the railroad. which I missed. 

Durango & Silverton 

Over on the "Silverton Branch," they managed to get through the 
heavy part o( their season running five tl'.uns a day with four engines 
(the first Silverton train consist is used for the afternoon Cascade 
train), which is an amazing feat. Engines 473, 476, 478, and 482 had 
the wheels run off thetn all summer. No. 480 came into service in 
early August, just in time for U1e schedule to slow down; 481 isn't 
due out until early 1996. 

In other news from Durango, the Little engine Eureka is sched­
uled to make another appearance later this month (unfortunately, it 
will be gone by the time you read this - sorry, I found out for cer­
tain a couple of days ago). lt is scheduled to be there lrom Septem­
ber 22 through October 3. 

Bridges 

Over to the west in Dulce, the Jicarilla Apache 'll'ibe is proceeding 
with plans to improve the road on the railroad grade through Navajo 
Canyon. For a brief period, it was feared that the water tank and 
bridge at Navajo siding would be destroyed in the name of progress; 
however; at tlle last minute the tribe decided to build around the tank 
and bridge to preserve them. It looks as though the big rock that492 
smacked years ago will vanish. 

On a happier note, I have been lalking to a group over toward Du­
rango who are trying to have the bridge over tlle Florida River de­
clared a historic landmark, with hope that the other remaining 
bridges between Chama and Durango will follow. The result of the 
conversation is U,at I aequired a list (courtesy Andy Dahm at the 
Colorado Railroad Museum) showing all the steel bridges on tl,c nar­
row gauge, when they were bujJt, and where they were moved from. 
For example, the two spans across the Chama River were origi• 
nally built in 1888 for use on the North Fork Branch up near Delta 
at mile poSt 380. TI1ey were moved down bere and set up in 1924. 
Also included in the list is the fact that the oentet steel section or the 
Willow Creek bridge came from the Colorado Midland. 

Colorado M idland 

SJ)<)aking of Colorado Midland, it was the first standard gauge road 
to cross the Rockies and was the main reason the D&RC started to 
standard gauge its lines. I managed to get away a couple of times tllis 
summer to explore some of the remains of this road. There are 
many places v,ilere the grade is very visible and can be driven be· 
tween Colorado Springs and Basalt, including the famous climb over 
the Continental Divide al llagerman P-..ss west of Leadville. It was 
an incredible road with many miles of 3 percent grade and sharp 
curves. It looks more like a narrow gauge line than a standard gauge 
one. To think they ran full-si,,e Pullman cars boggles the mind. 

Twenty-five Years Ago 

At the time I write this, we are oelebrnting the twenty-fifth an­
niversary of the first operations on the C&'l"S. On September I, 
1970, the first string of equipment arrived in Antonito, and the day 
was spent firing up 483. On the morning of the 2nd, engine ~83 
bravely stormed out of Antonito with about a third of the string. 
stalling repeatedly on the weedy, rusty track and leaving more cars 
and dead engines behind. After dropping all of the train except for 

See Narruw Gaug, N•ar and Far, page 15 
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LETTERS 
Send your kiters to the editor at 1307 45/h Strut, Lus Alamos, NM 87544. 

"SEEMED A MIRACLE" 

Would have liked to attend the July 28 [an­
nual meeting) doings but not p0ssible ac­
count of other events here. Hope however 
you had good attendance, good weather, and 
am sure Ernie Robart put on a good show. 

In some ways it doesn't seem that long 
ago that I watched the equipment arriving at 
Antonito and also got Ernie a stepladder and 
some other supplies as he was attempting to 
letter the engine when it first steamed up. It 
seemed a miracle that the line was to sur­
vive. In the ten years I lived at Alamosa it 
seemed abandonment was just getting 
closer and doser. 

Have enjoyed reading of the Friends ac­
complishments and hope when in Colorado 
this rail that I will get a chance to look it 
over and go for a trip again. 

CLARIFICATION 

Bob Richard.son 
Belltfrmte, PA 

Your acknowledgment of our donation to the 
Friends as rep0rted in your last newsletter 
[Spring 1995, p. 11] needs further c13ri6ca­
tion. The $2,000 donation was made to you 
by the members of the Denver Garden Rail­
way Society after our club hosted the I~ 
National Garden Railway Convention here in 
Denver last summer. Because of U1e laud­
able work that Friends dnes for the C&TS, 
we made the monetary donation after our 
successful convention. 

In the newsletter you acknowledged the 
donation as being made by the National Gar­
den Railway Association, but it should bave 

stated lhat it was made by the Denver Gar­
den Railway Society. Could you please in• 
clude this clarification in the next newsletter. 

"OUTSTANDING# 

Tom Simco 
Lillkhm, CO 

r just received the Volume 8, Number I is­
sue of the C&TS Dispatch, and I had to tell 
you what a great issue it is! Earl Knoob's 
''The History of 463" is outstanding aod the 
addition of the modeling column is good too. 
. .. I cannot imagine anyone minding one less 
issue to get the quality of four issues like the 

Spring 1995 one. 

William L. Wti,irod 
Albuquerque, NM 

MOONLIGHT TRAIN 

The Moonlight ride was the best ever! The 
weather was perfect, a balmy night. The 
food w-,s delicious, just righL The people 
were friendly, everyone happy. Thanks to 
everyone who helped to make it such a fun 
e\lent. 

C<i/dit Buckner 
Atbuqt«nJUe. NM 

The Osier staff had the steaks on the grills when the Moonlight 'Train passengers arrived from 
Chama. Jt1/J 8, 1995. Photograph by Gn/die Buckner. 

Narrow Gauge Near and Far 
Continuedfrompnge /4 

one gondola and shoving two gondolas of ballast ahead, the crew 
made it to Big Hom, where the cars ahead were left. They then re­
turned to the cars left on the line and dragged them to Lava. On the 
3rd and 4th they conLinued to move equipment west, and on the 
mghtof tlie 4th they tied up at Cumbres in the middle of a huge rain­
storm. The 5th was spent resting as the rain continued to fall. (This 
monster storm washed out a portion of the Silverton Branch and 
suspended service there for the remainder of the season.) On Sep­
tember 6, engineer Ben Greathouse eased the 483 and a short train 
down the 4 percent grade into Chama. the first train in Chama since 
December of 1968. 

Other History Lessons 

fi>rty-five years ago this summer (1950) the D&RGW was holding 
hearings to discontinue the San Juan be.tween Alttmosa and Du­
rango while the Sil\lerton with its newly repajnted (in "Grande 
Gold") train was setting new records in passengtff counts. Engine 
473 was also painted in the yellow paint job and sported a fake dia­
mond stack and oil headlight. fi>rty years ago (1955) the old main 
line over Marshall P-ass was rapidly becoming history as the scrap 
train pulled by 480 slowly worked its way toward Salida from Gun­
nison. While over in AJamosa, another round of pipe business was 
keeping the line over Cumbres busier than it had ever been before. 
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Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad, Inc. 
5732 Osuna Road NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Spencer Wilson 
4304 Via De Luna NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110-

On Saturday, July 
29, I 995, Friends 
special train "Freight 
Train lo 'lbluc" has 
taken the siding al 
To/tee lo allow the 
westbo1-1,nd AnUJnito 
train lo pass on lhe 
main. The Friend., 
,P,ctal hadma,ryhis­
wric freight cars rt­
sllJ1'ed by ,,olunleers 
over the years. Also 
included in the con• 
sis/ were two Jank 
cars brought back 
from Alaska by the 
Friends. K-27 engine 
463 powered lhe /rain 
on a great day for 
rarlr()(lding. Photo• 
graph by Tom 
Cardin. 

Non-Profit 
Otganitation 
U.S.Postage 

PAID 
Alb•queniue, NM 
PennitNo.1710 

Spencer

Spencer


