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Freight Car 
Lettering, with a 
Bit About Brakes 
l>.r George Swnln a11d £at/ Knoob 

You·ve ~een or perhaps ha,•e helpeJ paint all thQSe letten. and 
numbers on the hi1;,tork car.., in 1hc Choma yard of 1hc Cumbrc~ 
& Tollec Sce11ic Railroad. What do they a.II me.an'! What did 
they convey to the shippers and 1rninmen who used the~ cars? 
The me.s ... ages given by car lenen11g may be di,,ided 1nm four 
cmcgoric.: (I) idcntific,itioo data; (2) loading duta: (3) safety 
data: and (4) hi~tc'lrical darn In 1his article we will expJain 1hc-~ 
cate1ories. using boxcar no. 3570 to illustrate the details.. 

We wiH hJodlc quo1,u10ns ot lcttcnng dat.a m 1he foUowmg way 
If the leueri.ng on a car includes punctuation~ we will include the 
punctuation between the quotation mart~. forexrunpk. "CU. FT." 
lfrhe lenering doe.:; not end with o punctuauon innrk, we w-111 pul 
an} punclUatfon needed for the sentence outside the quotation 
marks. ,uch <L< "FOR TRAINMEN ONLY''. If the lencring be­
gin:-. with ,,1 lowcr.-ca:.-c letter, so will our quotation. 

Identification Datu 

h.Jentification dtlrn (l..lwny-, includes reporting rnarks. 
which idcntitytheownerol the car, and a cat num­
ber. SomelUllt~s this lettering im.:lu<lc~ the owner\, 
name or a herald or logo, 01· a designation of the 
type or car. Reporting marks and the i.:ar number 
are displayed in prominent p~ition,;, on the ~ide~ 
and. except for Oat cars. on the ends or cars. For 
rerrigermorc:t.rs nnd boxcars. ~uch M our car 3570, 
the reporting marks and number are roughly ccn• 
tt!red on the ~ide to tJ1e left of the door. Oo the t ud 
of the car, they arc positioned high enough to be 
eaxily reaJ by an employe~eichacr on tOp of an ad­
joining car or on the ground. On some refrigera­
lor catS, the label "REFRCGERATOR"' is 11H.:ludcd 
abo,-1.: llu: rcporLing marls and car number. 

Mexico. (In the case of the equipmem on the C&TS. many of the 
cars bear reporting mark!- for their hi'>lori, 0" m:r- roth<.:r 1h~m 
lhcir prc-,c111 0\'-'11-cr.) 

These rcportin!? m,uks were as).igned by the Association of Ameri­
can Railroad~ anJ wen; publh.hcd 111 the commercial pe1iodical 
··n,c Official Railway EqUJpment Regbter'' (we don't know \\>"hen 
Lhis !I.tarted. bm this wa). the \'-U)' it wa.s handled for musl. if nul 
all. or the 1wenue1h cen1ury hctore 1970). llrn,;; a railroad clerk. 
:Jnywhere in the country could look up the rncanin.g or D&RG\V 
and find out how to ~nd it car wjth 1ho'l:e reporti11g n1::irks bael 10 

ib home railroad. The periodical also tabuJnted variou~ loading 
data for each cla!.s of freight cat!\ owned by railroads and other 
car owners. 

Bcc-ausc the line betw<..-en Antoni10, Coh)rado. nnd Cha1nn. New 
Mt:xico. was narrow gauge (3 feet between the rails, rather than 
the 4 feet 8 1/2 inches u~cd on stwilhmJ gouge: lines). rhe possi­
bWtjes ror unerchanging cars \\'ltb other railroads were some• 
whai limited. Cars other than from the D&RGW and its prede­
ccs'Sor 1he O&RG (Dc11\'t!r & Ri<) Gr:lnde Railrnad or Railway) 
had to be t:it.lu.a rno I uw g.tugc rlu1n :.i. connccung- rr.uTO\\-gttuge­

railroad or srondnJ'd gauge ca~ at Antonito. Colorado. brought 
down the line from Alamo~a. Colorndo, which was dual guuge 
(lhre.: mils) from 1901 to 1970. Someor1hereponing marks 1hat 
might once have been seen on this portion cJf 1hc: narrow guugc 
included 

C&S-Colomdo & Southern Railroad (narro\\ gauge cars \\•ere 
exchauged at Leadville. 1898- 1925) 

See ut1eri11g. paxe 5 • 

Rc.poning marl.J, are n ~ries of lcuer.s lhal uniquely 
idenufy lhe owning rni1road or shipper. Thus 
"D&RGW" on 3570 identities the owner as the 
Denvei· and Rio Grande We~lem Railroad,~ ii was 
before 1970 when the railroad and rolling s tock 
were l')lu'Chaxec:I by 1he sra1e.:; of Colonido and New 

Tile /etteritrg o,r ajreig/11 car Juch uJ lx>:r<:t,r 3570 ,:ive.) 11umy messages, each 
one vita( u, the safe and e.ffiden1 operatiort of the railroad. Chama, May JI. 
1995. 
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The C&TS Oi\p.i1ch ii. ,,_,bl1iihcdfo1,1r lime.\cach _rear~ ttk: foeodS OJ 
the Cumbrcs &. l'olttc Stcnic R!lilroaJ.. Inc .• 5732 ()i,ul\ll R1t:ul NE. 
Altiuquel\ltlC. NM 87109 The f-ricndi;. of the Cun1bres & Toi~ _'j;.,.~ak 
Radtl'Wld. loc. .• b, u Sc.\l, M~l.1t·111k1npr11h1 ClllJ'Wlr.ihHfl 

1'h~ hicnd-. 1:- llx o1(n:1J1I tm.1-.e111n ~11PF",lfi grncip IClf 1hr: Cumbr..-s 6. 
1ufte\': Sooij,;; Rildrottd, 11. fi.i-m,k-tc,n_g upcrallni ralll'Nd ntld mu.~cwn 
ot ratlro.,d hi'>tOr)' and t«hoology bcw,tt.n . .\lllc-niio, Colorado. and 
Chama. New \ktko. The railro.:eJ ii; ow.ncJ by Culorad,:i u11J l\i.:\\. 

11,,1cxkoa.11dhOflctnrcJ:hy K)·l,e R.adwa>"· loc.A-..Jhf: mu\fum ,uPJ,K11I 
4,.'1'n\1p, chc l'n\!nll~ 1\ (.1~1l~•tcd 111 th..- f"T''ftv.ttkm 1tod tntC'rpret.uinn of 
lhie 111.ibo.-J. 

f-am.il~ members.hip in the Frieod:t i\ $25.00 ~r )'tllr; OOlii.11.'1 the USA 
mtmbc.n.hip 1.-. S35.00. All cunttil,u.1i<►lh :ui: ru!I~ t:tw. Je.Jui:1iM~ ;in\l 
~ ill he gra1tfully acce5Mtd. Ple.'t« v. rite 1h 1p Albl•\l\l<.'f'f"C or cu.lJ u, al 
.5fl'i"i gxo-1111 for inrOnt'lilllnfl 111~11 the fnet1.<I-., The CwnNCS-bt 'lhhc, 
Soenii: R:ulroad i.s botb a N11hon.1l 111KI a SL.lie Rcg.tstC'rcd Hh-tollc Sile. 

Cumbres &Toltec Scenic Railroad 
COLORADO Antonito 

Chama 

Osier 
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NEWMEDCO 

Denver & Rio Gmnde Railway- 1880 10 1886 
Denver & Rio Gr.nde Railroad- I 886 10 I 92 I 

Denver& Rio Gmllde We,tem Railroad-1921 to 1970 
Cumbre, & l ollec Scenic Railroad-1970 to 1996 
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PRESIDENT'S C<)LUMN 

I want to lei! )'l)U about ~me 
•aep:- 1he Friends have taken 10 
protect and plan the rcMomtion 
of 1he lfr-.t<iric co.ache, rn ch-c 
C&TS colle<:uon. 

Th\? weather ,.s al war• on our 
minJ in our p~jl-c1 planmn8. In 
,he ),,ummer we- know our work 
day- m;1) hi: ..:u1 , lh1r1 tll' chul­
lcn~ed b)' thunder:-.torms {and. 
ocl",L'iionaJly. hail storms. as 199-4 

wMk ,es.,io11 volume-er, will rcrnembi.::r). In 1hc winter 1hc rolJ­
rng stock and buildings that !)land unprotected are affected hy 
,he ,now :-ind cold 

The t::1rfic,1 1,ruJCCh ol' the l·rn;nd, \\·ere -.c;rnr,ing and pafol­
tng can. Lo stop fun.her deterionllion ol the wood .• ,nd our fir-.1 
work on buildings \\·as e ither to paint lhem or w repair or re­
place 1he roof:-. I II l)Ur rccc,u longer mng¢ proj'---ct plJnning. 
we have focused .,ome allcntton on s1x coache, tn I.he collec-
1ion, ho" lhc Wt:,:11her 11ffecb ho\\- wi;:; cm\: ror du:-m and whal 
l"apabilitil·, we: mu..,t have 111 protL·U JnJ h> restore them. The 
L'at:,; arc- 05:l. 0.S-L 065. ()-1.5~. ~9:! . ..u1J 2~:?. 

Board membe1· Cr.us Kumfer cha1reJ a )Uhconniu1we con4 

c;isttflg-of Coimnl,i;t(.m &t-eeuttve DireeH'lr Len Schmit?. llM­
t:'fJI ~fanagl!r Joe V1g1I. ,\,,1-.tmu ::,,upe11111~11tlenL, E.arl Kno11h 
•md John Bu..,h, und bv,m.l mcrn~r- Roger Brigg, ~md \\'am:n 
Rinicr. They im·csligaied ond dhcu~~d 1hc- hhtoric hfe of 
lheM! cars on the railn.mJ and r~achcd wmc cum;lu~io1L~ on 
what period they would be restored to and how they nught be 
med once re~ton:d. 

Their recommemfa1ion, wen> rc-cen1ly rcportt·d 10 :)nd adupted 
by the Boa.rd of D1recto~: 053. which ,1:i.ned ltfe a., a ma1l­
baggt1gt.! c.:ar. wa~ mo:,1 n.--ccn1ty u,cd as a cool-. car for the n)­
rn..ry snowplow and wall be rc-;10n·d to that penod: 054 and 
065. ho1h RPO <.::.in.. v.ill rc111;1i11 ,1s 1h~y 111·1: lor 1he ri111c be· 
,ng: 0452 will be restored as J bu~inc~s car, 292. purchased 
by Lhe Friend~ in 1993, wiH t,e re,toreU l!i1hcr a,~, chair car or 
a. ''plu!.h"' ~oach~ and 251. purcha.,l.'d by the hiend~ in 1994 
but noL yet tran:,portcd to the nulroad propcny. will be re• 
MOrOO as a parlor c,1.r. 

The amoum of wo1 J.. each ul ther.e car~ \\·111 reLJUire varie., a 
great deaJ The projcc:1 planning. committee has been charged 
w11h ide1u ily1ng what restornuon \vorJ.. can be done on these 
can; during our ...ummcr worl.. t,cS;,ion-. an<l \\ hat rc,1uration 
worl can best be done In an cncloo:;('d facihl) We have 1denu­
fictl ..:nd plmfo11u repair on car 053 .L~ wori.. thu1 c;u1 b~gin 1hi:-. 
,;;ummer. and also th1, ~ummer, a \ olunteer crew wtll begrn 
assC!>~meat of thc~c cm· .. and J(!\·elopmcnl or ~l)toration phm"' 
for them. 

Sae l'rDsidem~r Column. pag(' -I • 
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Spring News and Events 
l\vo Special Trains Scheduled 
This year 1he Friends will again sponsor 
mo s.r>eL1al train,. A., 41nnounced 111 thl! 
Winier 1995 is~ue. the Eigh1h ,-\nnual 
MtxmH~ht Train will run from Chama 
to O,it:r an<l 1l.!tum on Suturtlny. June 29. 
Members will receive a brochure with 
mformation and a form for purchasing 
lll.:kch. 

In .,dd1tion to the Moonlighl Train, lht• 
Fn~od, will ,pom .. or a railfan charter 
rrain on Saturday. July 27. the day after 
lhc annuaJ meeting and between volun 
teer wori.. ~e,:\ion~. Thi, mi.\cd frcighl 
and passenger 1ra111 ,,il l run from 
Cumbrcs to Big Horn and return to 
Chama. l ndudt!d ,n th(: co1hi,t will be 
historic freight car~ restored by the 
Friend~. as well a!- .several of the tank 
c,:a"" bmuglu had. m the l'ailrond by 1he 
Fnend, in 1992 

TI,;, ruilfan charter i, being run in coop­
e1 auon wilh the Union Tank Cat Com­
pany, wlu,·b hclpc<l in the effort to bring 
Lhe tank cars from Ala<-ka. Work scs,ion 
\nhmtCl'I' will rccl·ivc a i.pci:ial di,count 
OD lh.:k.c[~ M ember~ will oho CCCC'l\'e 0 

brochure on lhi~ railfa11 f;: \ enc. 

li'tlu-/J Jor it in 1/,e mail. 

Magazine Features Friends 
The \1arch-April issue (Issue 58) of 
"L.ocomOli\•e & Railwuy Pre!,Ctv-Utioo·• 
111ag.a1mc hn~ as its cover s10ry the 
FrienJ~ of the. C&TS. The scory b writ­
ten by long-ume friends member Cun 
Biam:hi ~md chronicles the history of the 
Friends and how we work m interpret 
and prcl!-ervc the Cumbres & Tollcc Sce­
nic Railroad. Thi!. 1~ nn :w1icle 1hat you 
will not want lo mhh-. 

For the convenience of our member;; in 
obtaining a copy of thb magazine. the 
Wlli,1le,1op Shop has purchased extra 
copies thaI ore for sale. The pnce of the 
111.1gtl.(i11t: b $3.95. and if juM thh. maga­
zine is ordered. the reduced shipping and 
hao<lling ChHrgc is jus1 $2.00 for a toh1I 
of$5.95. You can call our Albuquerque 
office (~05-88()-131 l) or write to '" 10 
order this magazine. Visa and 
Ma,rercard are or c<>ul"le ;1cccrtcd. 
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Election Procedures 
(n accordance wi1h our hylaws. we a~ 
publishing in 1.his •~'-U\! ol 1h~C&TS Di1i-­
patch a descnp1ion of our Board of D1-
reclors C'lcclion procedures. Anicle Six 
of lhc bylaws pro\·i<lcs lha1 our mcmt,crs 
shall elec1 direc!ors-and dgh1 of1he tir-
1een seats on the board arc up for elec­
tion this year. 

Nominations forclccl.ion to lhe board art 
made by lhe nominating committ..:c or by 
pe1i1ion. The five (5) member nominat­
ing committee 1s appoimed by lhc board. 
and ib- duty is Ill nominate eight (8}quali­
tied canJidcne:,. Adc.li11on..1I .:and1dates 
may be nominated b)' petition. A petition 
for 11omi11:;uion shall cont.1i11 th~ uaine of 
1he nomrnee. 1he nonunee'.s consent to 

MitvC. the s.ccondrng s1~naturcs of lhrcc 
(1) vo11ng mcrnlli;;rs. briet biog,aphical 
mfom1ation about the nominee. and tht' 
nomine~ \ suuernent or 1:aotlidacy. Suell 
pe11110ns must be received b)• 
the nominating comnuttec by May 15, 
1996. 

Tht' lx>nrd \VJII ;.1ppou1t the nominating 
committee m ib mecung mAlbuquen1ue. 
Now Mexico. on March 29 and JO. 1996, 
huerested candid.me:,, ,hould comae! any 
olTiccr. director. or member or 1hc n{lmi­
na1ing commiuee tt) expre~s an in1eres1 
in serving on the board 

All noininm.ion~ by pc;:tition mu:,l be re­
ceived by our Albuquerque ottice by May 
15, 1996, Elections ,hall take place by 
wrinen ballotll thm will be mailed by Juoe 
I, 1996, To be counted. ballots must bc 
roceivcd by our Albuquerque office by 
Thur.;day. July 11. 1996 (fiflcen da}> be­
fore ,he aom,al mee1mg nlChruna on July 
26. 1996), 

C&TS Dispatch 

Jack A. Dillahunt 
Charter member and long-time volun­
teer Jack Dillahunt died In Albuquerque 
on January 27. 1996. Jack was out 
publiciZing the Friends from the very 
beginning, and he was a consistent vol­
unteer until his health prevented him 
ftom coming 10 Chama. Jack also ac­
tively promoted our Moonlight Trains, 
selling many tickets to fellow eye doc· 
tors and serving as a car captain sev• 
eral times. 

Several Friends members were able to 
attend Jack's funeral. In recognition of 
Jack's strong support of the Friends 
and the many members who visited and 
wrote Jack in the nursing home, Jack's 
family requested that all memorials go 
to the Friends for the acqulslllon of 
books for our narrow gauge railroad 
history library, Additional memorials 
may be sent to the Friends' Albuquer­
que office, and letters and cards are be­
Ing received by Jack's oldest son. David 
Dillahunt at 101 Leminger Drive. 
Yakima, WA 98901 , 

Jack's humor and enthusiasm will be 
long remembered. Howard Bunte 
fondly remembers Jack colning the 
phrase "I came to Chama the first time 
to work on the trains, but after that I 
came to be with the people," 

-Bill Lock 

Volunteer Help Wanted 
The Prien<I<: wani m convel'11heir method 
of keepmg member:-.h,p tnlormalion 
fro1n 1hc nnt dat,1ha~ prugram they are 
now using to a rclauonal database. ff )'<>I.I 
11::lvl! e~~ricnce wilh <l:m1ba,c dc~ign 
and management and have ~ome knowl­
cdtc uf Microsofl Aci;c:,,!) and would be 
willing to devote ume 10 help 111 1111,;; 

proj<.,-cl. you arc rcqu~led to conl;.K'I Toni 
Sh:1w al 651 Cirndel Avenue. Clareir1001. 
CA 9l7t I. (H) 909-626-0121. (W)909-
624-K>30. FAX 9(1)-611-3179. ore-mail 
to btmslun,·@cyberg8t.l'om 

Teni would alc:o like 10 he:11· from aoy 
member who has c,;pcricncc in retail 
merchandi:,e :,;ale~ and wou1cJ ~ inter­
cs,ed in serving on a committee thal wlll 
conccn1 i1-,clfwi1h1h1: f'l'iends· merchan­
di~e 01>eralion. Some experience wi1h 
cle1.:trvnic.: rcconJ keeping imd ,ma1yhiS 
would also be helpful. 

Page 3 



President's Column 
Continued from page 2 

A, the 1995 ,i,·ork sei.sion, ~urvey 1eamfi 
photographed and measured three oJ 
these histonc cnr~. Survey 1eam leader 
Keith Haye~ wa~ pmm1,ied hy chis worl 
and by discussion~ at the work ~ssion 
of Otlr long_-tcnn re!<toration goaJs an<l the 
role of n building-based re:,tormiou fa­
clluy 10 recommend 1hm 1he board 1ale 
a<:tion 10 accomplish the short.term !!Oal 
of pre\'enuog runber deterioration of 
these cari;. namely by co"cnng tl\em in 
the winter. Keith ,;-poke to the ,;ile man­
ager for the Colorado State Historical 
Soc1e1y ac GeorgelOwn-Silver Plume n::­
garding the ~ource and performnncl! of 
covers they purchased in 1989. I dis, 
cussed the propoo;.al with oor c,ccutivc 
committee, the executi\re director of the 
con'lmission. and with the railrood opcm-
10r. All parties hav,ng agreed, the execu­
tivc commiueeapproved the purchase or 
tarpaulin~ ror the rour cal") 1ha1 ni:c<kd 
,tructural protection; 053. 0.J52. 292. onJ 
252 In mid-November Friend {1J1<l 

Chuma resident Tom Cardin. w11h help 
from Rulph ca,drn. Tom Curdin. Jr .. and 
Chri, King did the job of puning them 
on. a~ :--ho" n III the;: :1ct:omranyi11g r>hn­
tos b~Tom. 

Winlcr is a quiet time in the yards. but a 
tune of activity 11\ 1he eng111e house, a:-. 
rcponed in our winier shop work article. 
John Bu-.h ond hi~ 01-~i:-tanu• are wotk­
irt[! on rotary OY. For the Friends win­
ier i;; our ~ea4-0r\ for dSking members 10 
renew their financial support. You ha, e 
n:~pundcd gcncrou-.fy and we g_n:atly 
thanl you for your contribUl1om; 10 Lhi! 
work we plan for ib is :,ummcr. 

-Ten-i Shaw -4' 

On March 1, 1996 a good lriena ana much 
loved Fnends member passed away in 
Pho•nix. Arizona. Orlon Steen an enlhusl­
ast>C. energobc. and jus1 plaJII wonaerful 
m,n will be sorely missed 

Earl and I first met Onon In the fall of 1 !l112 
1Yhen M was oho1ographing Ille C& TS. 
something lhat he loved 10 do. He would 
tum nIs pnotos info p>tture greeting cards 
for sale to help his favome organizations. 
Onon also lo,ed 10 snare all of h,s knowl­
edge abuut photography wlt11 ev<1r,,one wno 
would take the time to listen. He volunteered 
with the Friemlsas a chronicler and enIoyed 
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Car 252 is ow,u•d by 
rite Frinuis but /u,s nm 
bl?e11 mol'ed w 1/w 
rtulrtJ<sd proper!)~ 
Chama, November 19. 
1995. Plum,,,,. h> J;,m 
C<1rrli11. 

Center: Car 252 after being curend with" tarpaulin on Nrwember /9. 
Buuum: ,,, the Cluurru _r(ln/ cx1rs 053, (J.J52, ,11ul 192 1i-'en' t.:m·ewd wit It 1ur1nmlim 
r'm Ncn1emher 19. 

talking and working with everyone tn tt,e 
group 

Orion was a pt,son who could never gtve 
enough of himseH always willing 10 lend 
some time, c1n ear, a shourcfor, a nlctel or 
even an opinion. He wo,ked with Ille Forest 
Service last year as a car host on the C&lS 
dehghung many passengers. both young and 
old, w111l hts ex1ensive knowledge and quick 
wit Onon helped me many 1Imes and many 
ways at the Interpretive Cenie, ard never 
hes,1a1ed to tend a hand any way he could. 

Orton had a Sl)OOiJI IOUCh with kids and al­
ways had a magic way ol enlertatnlng even 

C&TS Dispatch 

the mos, res1tess cillld Onon treasured lhe 
drawings !hat happy kids VIOUld g,ve lltm 
and basked lo Ille glow of bright smiles lrom 
kids of all ages a!!ora cab tour or just some 
special uealment. 

Se'dom In \nls I le oo you f,nd a person such 
as Orwn wno ts so w,11 ng 10 give of hIm­
seH. so dedicated 10 nis beliefs and so 111 
tove wllh llfe and his lamlly My heart goes 
out 10 Helen. lus w,le, In llus 11me of grea1 
loss 

Onon we lo\'8 YoU and will miss you greally. 

C.rmen & Earl Knoob 
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Lettering 
Conrinued from p11ge I 

DSP&P-Denver. Sou~! Pan:: & Pacific 
Roilroad I 1874-1889) 

F&CC- Florcncc & Cripple Creek Rail­
road 11894-1915) 

RGS-Rio Grande Southern Railroad 
(1889-1952) 

01her railroads. including lumber com­
pany I ines such ns the Rio Grande & 
Southwcstem Railroad ( 190~1928).and 
mining-related hau ler" such as the 
Silverton Rai lroad ( 1888- 1923), the 
Silverton Nonhern Railroad ( 1895-
1942). tmd the Silverton. Gladstone & 
Nonherly Railroad f 1900-1910)had nar­
row gauge trackage that once connected 
to the D&RG in southwestern Colorado 
l1r northern New Mexi<.-o (Lhc datcb given 
here are I.he approximate umes Ihar ~ome 
track was in place ). Bcc-aw.c the logging 
equipment s tayed in the woocb and the 
mining compantes had few freight cars 
of Lheir own, i1 was not unu!:lunl to M:c 
D&RG cars on these line.s., but somewhai 
rnre t() find o.oy o f their cars on lhe 
D&RG. <Car-• from 1heSilvenou No11h­
ern alld the Si lverton, G lad.Slone & 
Northerly that hlld brought ore down 
from 1hc mine~ could be found on occa­
,ion at 1.hc Durango, Colorado. smeller.) 

Reporting 1mu'ks tbm arc represented on 
lhe C&TS 1oda} include 

C&TS- Cumbre, & Toltoc Scenic Rail­
road 11970-prc,ent day) 

D&RGW-Ocuver & Rio Grand< West• 
em Railroad ( I 9'.! 1- 1970) 

D&RG-Dcnver & Rio Gr:inde Railroad 
(1886-1921). Denver & Rio Grande 
Railway (1870-1886) 

UTLX- Union Tank Car L11lt1>. 

The last of rhe.se, UTLX. lahels cars thai 
"c.rc nor owned by a raiJrond company. 
Such cars are sometimes called privn1e­
uwni.:r car~. and their reporting marks 
usually end wnh ''X". O1,hel' priva1e­
owner rank car reporling marks once 
found on this pan of the narrow gau~e 
included 

CONX-Conoco(Continental Oil Com­
pany) 

CYCX- GenerJl American 1·ranspona­
t100 Cor')>Or'Jtion 
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TCX-Texaco m,c Texas Co mpany) 

Tank cars labeled "GRAMPS'" were part 
of the UTLX fleet. 

On occasion you may .spol cars in the 
Chama yard that have railroad no.mes or 
reporting marb that do nol correspond 
10 any nctual past or pre;ent railroad. 
These are remnant~ from the movie-mak­
ing that ha~ been done on the Cumbres 
& TOltl.!C Scenic Railroad from Ume to 
1ime. 

Roilroads had many rrcight cai,. aod as­
~igning a unique nurnber 10 each car lei 
I.hem keep track of the current locations 
and assignments of their <:Ur:io, Car num­
hers were a~sig11ed rrom blocks of oum­
bers that went with the type of car. Nar­
row gaugt box.cars from Ilk: Dcnvt-r & 
Rio Grande W~1em had numbers in the 
three or four thous.ands and .standard 
gauge boxcars in the l lOOO-l4000s\and 
more recently fml'n the 60000s). Our ex­
ample. c:lr 3570. was one of O\'Cr 700 
~imilar boxcar,; nurnbered in the range 
3000 10 3749. Other types of narrow 
gauge car< include drop-bo11om gondola 
(Nation.at Dump) en.rs with numbers as• 
,iintd from lh<.· r:mgl.' 700 111 &9Q: , uicJ.. 
enr<, from the range 5500 to 5999; Oat 
cars. from v~arious range,~ in the (,OOOs: 
ond gondola (coal) curs. 1000 to 1899. 
(Today some llaL car~ h::i,,.e number'!, 10 

the I 000 to 1899 rdflge; lhb occurred 
when so,ne or 1he gondola ca,·., had 1heir 
sidCb removed. thus converting them into 
Oat car~.) Refrigerator cap; hr~ numbers 
111 the range from 32 lo 169 (32 10 149 
we,·e mo;,tly 30-foot cars and 15010 169 
we.re fony feet long). Although pa.,sen­
gcr cars and some locomotives often lun·c 
names as well as no1nbers, freigh1 cars 
alrnO!lot never do. (The Navajo Mine rail­
road in 1he Fo.rmingron. Ne¼• MelC1co, 
area had names as well as numbers on 
1heir coal ca,-.,, as or 1980.) 

ldentifica1ion data so,nelime-: included a 
herald or a logo. or more mrely the name 
of the owner spelled 001 . This le1tering 
wa, placed to the right of tile door on the 
sides of box and refrigeri.uor car-.. One 
logo used by the D&RGW was some­
times c.alled the tlying Rio Grande, ~incc 
il hwJ the ··.R10 Grande"' m .slanted lcuers 
implying ,peed. An older logo had a 
c ircle-and-bann er shape with 
" l)&RG WRR"'. " ROYAL GORGE 
ROUTE", and ·'SCENIC LINE". An• 
other varia1ion had "RJO GRANDE", 

C&TS Dispatch 

"ROYAL GORGE/MOFFAT TUN­
NEL", and "SCENIC LINE OF THE 
WORLD". Our car 3570 has the 0ying 
Rio Grande logo. 

Loading Data 
Loading duta specifics the interior di• 
men!-ion,and wdghtcapacityofd~car. 
and are located below Lhe repor1ing 
marks and car number on 3570. 

CAPY. 50000 
LD. LMT. 55000 
LT. WT. 22300 

Otht'r data 1s below 1he flying Rio 
Grande logo. 

cu. Ff. 1310 
1.L. 29 Fr. 4 IN. 
I.W 7 Ff. 3 IN. 
1.H. 6 PT. 4 IN. 

'In~ meamng of Lhese abbreviation, i(j 
a, follow<, "CAPY." - capacity. the 
nomioal w~igh1 in pound~ 1h01 the ca.r 
can carry. n general guideline: "LD. 
LMT:· -lond hmi1, 1he absolute: maxi­
mum weight the car :,,hould carry. based 
on 1he weight the truck journal, (the c;tr 
\\heel bcanng~> and axles c:an supporL 
taking imoaccoun1 cheweight of1hecar 
itself; "LT. Wf." - Light weight, the 
w,;igln of 1he car witho~l a load; "CU. 
FT:' - the volume of space o.\'ailable 
in the car for i1s load in cubic feet~ 
"LL.". "1.W.". and " I.H." - 1he inside 
len~tl,. width. and height :tvailublc for 
the load. given in feet and i nches. Fol• 
lowing the light weight information 
I.here frequemly w:1:, 1.1 norntion indicat­
ing. the IOC~tion where and the date when 
the car weight was delerinined. 

Safety Data 
Safety data includes warnings l O lhe 

public. ,ueh as "FOR TRAINMEN 
ON LY " or ''KEl; P OFF'' near the 
grnb1rons or ladders on lhc car. as well 
as hrnke syMem i:md 01.heroperming i11~ 
fonnalion. The public warnings did no• 
originally apj'le:.lr on lhe ca1·~ bul are now 
put on as the policy of the C&TS 10 pro• 
mote safety for visito~ on 1..he property. 
011 :;omc boxcar doors. there was the 
message 10 employees "DO NOT 
CLEAT DOOR". indicating Ll1c door 
was n()t 10 he nniled shut. 

A1 1..he end of che ca.rs. there 1s u~u:dly :i. 
:-ymhol rcprcscnling a control valve 

+ 
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nearby and the lellering "10 LBS.", "20 
LBS.'', "RELEASE''. and "RETAINER 
MUST NOT BE USED IN THE 20 LRS. 
POSITION ON EMPTY CARS", This 
refers to pnrl of the brake ~yslcm. and 
thil!- leuering ha~ to do with 1he opt:rn­
rion of train:- on s.ceep grades. such a.'i 
from Cumbrcs down to Chama. Lcucr­
ing on the air reservoir undcn1ea1.h a car 
indicate~ when the brake sy,;tein wa~ ser­
,1cc<i For example. on car 3570. "DU 
11-11-66 D&RGW" me.ms ~,al thcsy>• 
1em wa" ,erviced a1 the r>&RGW 
l>urango ,hop!. on NO\·ember 11. I 966. 
Whl.!n thu:~r,. were in rcgulor frcigh1 scr­
,•ice. 1hc:: hr,1ke "'Yst¢111,; were i;e1\oited 
about once a )·ear. 

Around rhe mm of 1he centu1), rnilroad., 
went from l)impk air brakci,, ~upplt.:­
me:med with manual h1'3ke:-t t() a u:-u,l11}' 
cnpine-controlled am.I fail -s:ife br.i.kmg 
~y~tcm. The bral.c ~ystem in use when 
1h1; ran ol 1he O&RG wa, bu,h ,n I NNO 
wa~ cal led ··,truighl air," ~incc com· 
p,e~,ed J1r trom 1he locoinoti\.~ v.a~ 
piped down the train to acti"atc brake 
cylinders. linked to 1he hrake~ on each 
car. For lhc manual part on those early 
brake ,yMem5i, brnt.emen bad LO waJt 
:1l<111g thoM: nJrro\\ w;Llkway, on cop of 
tJ1e cars while the train W3.\ moving ;1J1d 
tighten the brake wheels wilh the aid of 
a club. inconceivable by modern s.alety 
,1,ndard,! If something happened t(1 lhc 
uir hne and 1he air pres,;:ure: wa."i lo~L IL 

was tnlircly up to lhc brakemen an<l chcir 
ruu:-.dc 10 leep Ll1e trai11 from 1·u11111og 
away. The curs still have brnke wheel~. 
wtuch 01'~ cigluened b)' htuld 10 keep ca~ 
from rolling when they are not pan of 
ft lnlill 

Mo,-e recently o,, 1he l)&RCW :rnd to­
day on theC.&TS. lhecars:u.sca l'a.U-s.afe 
!JyMc:m rn wl11ch a red111.:1ion in pres.,un: 
in lhe air line from locomolivc to car to 
c tir .tlong the 1rain applies all che cor 
brake,, . Thus in the extremely unlikely 
possibilily th:l1 one of 1he couplers be· 
tween cars does fad. I or example. lbe a1r 
line is .tlso parred. 1hc pres~ure in 1he line 
drops and the brakes arc applied. both on 
1he car~ 011 1he front of the lrain ancl the 
cars behind where the coupler failed. 

In ordt·r to do this, each car or the trnin 
ho~ ii,; own air c:tC1rage tnnk. called the 
auxiliary rc5-ervoir. When the engineer 
ii, 1101 u~ing the brake~. oit i~ pumped 
down t.he tram line and charges these res• 
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ervoirs wi1h compres'-C!d aJr. When 1he 
engineer applies the brake,. hi< brake 
control vrilve re<luce~ the prev-.ure rn 1he 
lrain line ~on1ewhat. dnt.l a g:uJget on 
each car caJJed the triple valve allows air 
from che au~ilfary n:,\!n u1r 10 flow 10 
the brn.J.;e cylinde.-~ on 1he car. thu'i pu<ih 
in.g brake !-bOl'!) ag;Llnst the whccli; of 1he 
r~r. 

When the mun i~ on a long downgrndt:. 
~uch ,-.... 1he 1\\elve mne ... of ➔ percem 
grade c the Lrad. kvel drops four feet rn 
t!aeh one hundn:J fem of lrJ\ ('() between 
C'umbre~ am.I Lhc m ·cr boUOnl ouhide t1f 
Cham3, 1he engineer need~ to apply 1he 
brakes frequently. bUl not al ones.cuing 
all ol 1he time. All of tho>< ;ipplication, 
would 1ale atr trom the Juxiliary reser~ 
voir in aormaJ operntion. wilhout leav­
ing enough 1ime 111 l"l'charge the res.er­
, ,oir. This ,:oultl evemually lead to the 
train being withou1 brJ.k(..; . Toavo1d1h1'.) 
poss1bil1t). 1he c.a~ ha\•I! a retainer vahe. 
When thi~ i~ wt. a c1:nain minimum air 
pressur~ , .. ma1ntJined 111 lh.! brake cyl­
inders, even when the train line prC·V,llrC 
,., ,ncre:hcd. Thu-.. 1hc lcuering 1nd1caic, 

hov, much prc-ss-urc 1~ 10 be rct..uncd un 
the hrnke cyhnJer .. all the tame on such 
J o\\ ngrac,k,. T,lking I rain, , ,1fcly J ~1w11 
,teep grades l'.'i ,;eriom• bm,inc.s~: the 
C&TS lra.in crew chccl,.~ the brales 01 

the d:111) passenger rram before hcadmp 
down the grndo 10 Charm•. and during 
D&RGW days a car Jnsp,,ctor hvcd •t 
Cumbre,. 

Historical Data 
NeA1 the d 1ni~1.-~1on.1I and capacity darn 

on car 3570 and in :--urnll lc11e~ i!-i 
"RPKD.CH.-56 D&RGW", which 
me.ans 1hat the journal boxes were re• 
packed in Chama in 1956 (the day nnd 
month are u'iually ~tveo}. 

Near t.he dimensional and c.·npaciLy data 
"REBLT 6-24" would indicate 1hat the 
car was rehuill 1n June 1924 (mosl of lhc 
freigh1 cars,on 1hc C&TS were rehui h :11 
some time during thetr days under lhc 
D&RGW. the boxcursbc1ween 1'124 llnd 
1926. but some cars may be lcucrcd 
"BLT (}f'. iodica1iog Lha1 11 was orig,. 
nally bu,h in 1904). A nolc high un 1hc 
side of C(lr 3570. "NEW RO()t' ALA. 7 
.. 26 .. , indicates th:u a new roor wa:- in­
smlJcd 1n Alamo~ in July 1916 C1he ca1· 
was probahly rehuih at the same time). 

C&TS Dispatch 

I 
\ 

U'ttr1i11g cib<mt the brake J:vMem 
reu,iner w,frr iJ· 011 tlw <''1d of1he car 
near the brake wheel. Clumu,. Mt1y I I. 
1995. 

On wmc car-. li)w (lll 1hc ,i<le. tl1 1he end. 
thett i~ a <;tar and a notation of when the 
c;1r \\;.1, rcpuin1c<l . For c).:.unplc ... FCT 
1:M:Uf' would utd1catc t.hal Lhe car was re• 
p:.umed by lht fnem.l~ of 1hi: Cumbn;~ 
& Tohec Scenic R::iilmad in A U,ZU<i"I 

1988 

Thus we see that none of the lettenng on 
a freight car i-. arbi1rnry, lclc:n1ifica1ion 
datu ttllu\\-ed the r.11lmad~ tot.rad. Lhe h1-­
<..".1Li<m, ,lnd '"'lgnmenlS of their earl\. os 
well a~ cars of other companies on their 
lmc..;, Loading data focilirnu.:d the cor­
re1.:l a.-~~1£1lnlC.lll of C:lh for I.he JOb they 
had 10 do. Safe1y <law allowed the train· 
men w opern1c rhe car.. correclly. nnd hi~­
toric:al data helped the crew~ that main~ 
tained the ca.-,. 

11,e aullwr..\ urr iuddJil!d W Kathleen 
Denison. Rol,ert Dike, mu/ Vrrmm 
Glm:,,r.ftJr ht>IJ~/itl comments dnd useful 
information. and 10 Artlmr Nichols for 
ti,(' pholrlgn1plH. /.tJng-tim,• Fri,.ttd'i 
member and ~·olumt•er George Sl-, ain 
partidpated m the ,ffnrl tlwt wwed tlw 
nurmw xcwgc /me in /970 and h'ns n 
,·o/u,,11>,,r ;,, tlw ,,arJ,v dt1_\·.\' 1>/'the C& TS. 
and at 1•c,ri(ms Junes .ri.11ce Iheu. &1rJ 
Kmmh i.\' Supuim,•udtnr uf OperuJion.\ 
of the C&.TS. Hf r.f n c011.,;u/til1.~ direc· 
tor,~( 1/,e Priem/.\, ttml !,i_\' c:obmm .. Nur­
row Gau:u Near and Far'" appears ret:u-
1',rfr in the C & TS DiJpt1t,·h . .:t 
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Projects for 1996 
by Roger Breeding 

We "'ll agrun h,;we two large proJec1s 
along lhe hne this year: new doors ond 
windows {with shutters) for Lhe Osier 
..,e~1ion house and {1 new roof for 1he 
Cumbres -.ection house. 'Ille Railroad 
Commission has received gram funds 
from Color;1Jo lo purchase Lhc mnlcn· 
al, for 1he-se projec1). The gronl" come 
from a poruon of the tax on gambling in 
the ,mtc which is set aside for historic 
pre~el"\·otion proje~u. The lt1bor of 1he 
friend~· ,•oJumcers i,;; used as !he motch­
ing ronlribution m the grant request. As 
wlrh 1he gnuu rl.!<:e1ved lO purcha~e 1he 
roofing materials for I.he Osier secuon 
house. lhe projcc1 mu:,t be completed in 
1he cal~ndar yea,·. 

Because of1he l.1rge amountofwOl'k 1hm 
needs to be done at lhcsc two site:,. we 
hnve deciJc.:d 10 v.·orlr.. duri11g 1hree \vt!t:k:, 
lhi, )Car. Work session A will be Wedncs• 
day 1be l 7lh lhrough Friday 1he 19th or 
July. work session 8 will be Monday the 
22nd through Thursd.iy the 25th or July. 
and work ~es:-1on \ will hi? \lnnday 1hr 
111th through Wednesda> the 31 ST of July. 
Only work Ul Osier and Cwnbres will 
take place during work session A. Since 
many or us hu,·c had difficully clcanmg 
up 111 1ime for the dinner and nnnual 
meeting (and ~taying awake during the 
meeUnf!) on Friday evening in past year.,, 

we ha\e not scheduled work for Friday 
July 26th. Friday morning may be s 
workday ut lhe option of the leader. buc 
lunch will no1 be provided. Some people 
may wish to use part of Friday to \1isfr 
01hcr :i.itcs on the railroad and ub~rH· 
the progre~, being madcd11:re. Tilechar­
rer train is planned for Saturday the 271h. 

Other new projem for 1996 include the 
start of a rehabilitation of MW02. You 
may hove seen MW02 bad, 111 1he old 
engine houc:e 1n Chama. h was used for 
inspection of the track and C,, partially 
based on Ford auwmobile comJ)('lnems. 
It had a lendency COO\·erheat and has not 
been used for .;ome year... Arl Rundall 
1wl a brid look at it la,t year a,\d hope, 
ro do more cxplormory \\.Ork on rhc en· 
gini: and CO<.llin~ ,p,h:01 lhi, ~()ming 
!-ummer. We also hope h) start replacing 
1Ix, end pla1form or car 053. We will be­
gin work oo Lhe doon,, hatches, and roof 
walls of the three long refrigerator cars 
rn Chama. At Sub1elle we plan to paim 
the "'i..'Ction hou-;c and '-larl wnrk oo m:w 
doors an<l w1.odow cove-r:,. 

In addi1ion lo the projects mentioned 
above, we will again have wo,·k on the 
stock cal':) and the bbort rCl!fcr :b well w; 
car pauuing and lenetin,g in the Chama 
vard ~rnd work on the Chama ~ux:k pen:.-. 
And there will be milep0$;1 painting 

LETTERS 

Announcement 
Ma/um,· & Ma/um\' E:11gim:ain'{ ure 
proud to announce the binh oi a new o. 
..f.LJ t,\pc ut the firtuwdo /-/ill,·, Ce1l,fi•r• 
11ia. fadUJy 011 December 28. I 995. 
Numnl the Sara Virtrm'a, tile rtrll! 11't'i8l1f 
1w1s 6 pounds, I oun,·,•. cn·era/1 length 
/mm tf11tJ'h'r lo coupler i.v /9 indJU. 
Type offi,el required/01· The 11eu111nmJ., 
lr1<·0 1,\ 11ulk. Fie"1 teMing of the n<•u- uni, 
f,; curft'mly going rm aro1111d 1/te clock. 

Chriwopher rmd Arny Mahmry 
Cm11adt1 Hills. CA 
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Thanks 
Jmt u nme- to p<Ho: «Jo,rg 1hr depth of 
pride I fell when the lmest issue of the 
lhrpal<'h u·as ll'C<'Tl'etl Wlwt u 'lH)rJ.. Se.,·• 
sion.' Rt•adb1g tlmmgh the copy and re­
,·iewmg th~ photot . tfuukittR of 1/1e 
Jep1Jr of,,, gu.ni:.mim, ... the dedkmion 
• , • th<' c·nmmitmelll of et-ery.vme 11wnfrecl. 

I was going w write c, lung lt:un: Ytt1. I 
can·, seem tn thmk oj way.r 10 expren 
mv:,elf um· belter llum l<J WH', "mv go~lr 
I'm pmttd ojthe Priem/\· of the Cumhn.1 ,· 

&: T<,ltec Scenic Railroad.'·· 

'/1wnks so much to all who took pan in 
thf n·ork ::;essums. 

.lnhu E. Bush 
Omaha. NE 

C&TS Dispatch 

<:omewhc,~ along the l ine $'1Jld work on 
n:11 cars and dro1>-bo1tom gondolas in 
Antonito. 

Finally, there ::ire seven 1,upport projec1s; 
five ofthcs<.' take: place during the \\Or~ 

'>¢:i.,i0nO\: mill work , chronicling, food 
preparauon. tool~ and materi3ls. and 1·eg­
isrration. In addition. there i:,. ::i car load. 
ing und nHHenal:i. dislnbulion project 
helote lhe hr,1 wo,L. ,e~"◊n 10 ge1 1he 
tools and matcnals out to lhc work site 
for du: firs1 day of work. and a <.:ar un­
loading and storage pmjoc1 al l~r rhe laM 
work ~ ... sion to ge1 the Lool.s i.ll\d matcri• 
ah: 1h11t come in from 1he ~iu;, ;.1l(lng cht.· 
hne put away for the winter. 

Once a,g;.1in II look~ hke hu~y -.ummer 
work sc:i.~ion:,,. By sprcadin.g the worl. 
om over three wed.s.. we hope to accom­
moclate more people while having fewer 
people at Chama all ai once. n,e \\Orl. 
~ession before the annuaJ meeting has 
been 1he m<.hl populnr, th;11 will he Ses-
1\ion 8 1h1s year. and we envisage hav­
mg w tiinu 1ht! 1mmbc-r ol volumecr-. fo1 
lhnt session to about IOOagnm this year. 

Roger i:r a d;rec,or of the friemls. 
chair of the lm1g-Ra11ge Pla1111ing 
Commillee, and c-oc/Jair of the Project 
Pla,ming Committee. • 

~ ~,. ' 
Repmring doors 011 a drop-b0Jt0111 
gQfu/oUl during the 1995 summer work 
W!SSion. AugµS/ I. /995, At11011ito. 
Colorado. Phou, by Gt'm'f<e Swum. 
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Winter Shop Work 1995-1996 
by liar/ KnMb 
P/Jmograpl,s by T,1111 Cartli11 

484 
Engine 484 1s due for 1ts five-yea.I' exter­
nal boiler in,pcction. All of the plumb­
ing, jacket. and lagiing have been 
removed from 1he boiler. At 1he .,ame 
time the flexible srnyboll caps 
were removed for in1>pc<.·tion of the 
-.iayboll~. A;,, llf 1hi-: dare, 1hc ,uayboh 
c:.1ps have been repl::iced. but 1he boiler 
still needs to be Jagged. ,iackete.d. and 
replumbed. 

The engine is scheduled for a.spnng ri.g· 
ging overtrnul. including 1he equolizers. 
fulcrums. hanger!>. etc. The piloL and 
1111iling 1ruck.s arc al'-o M.:hc<lule<l for 
overhauJ. 

Because 4-Jµ is n01 ye1 under fllle ume 
c;,;cc:nsion. il may be equipped with a 
'\nowplow from one of lhe 01her loc<r 
motives if time allows 

487 
This engine i.s up for tlue exten.sion.The 
smokcbox front has been opened and all 
tlr.Ut appliances removed. ·nw rn·o bm 
u:un boiler lube:,. were rc1nm-cc.l for in­
spection. The boiler was inspected by the 
Federal Railroad Administnuion /FRA} 
in late November and granted a one-year 
cxtcn!.i.ion of 1hc boiler tube.5-. 

Al the end of tbc season, 487 solfcred 
from steaming troubles. A post-sea.'°n 
inspection showed several boiler lube 
leaks in the smoke bo)(. Several super­
heater clcmcnls were leaking up front 
al«.>. The<,c leaks ruin 1hc vacuum in the 
smokebox. wtuch creates the draft for dte 
lire. These leak> have been repaired. 

Valve gear wol't is also ~che<lul«l. Be­
c-ause 487 i.s on flue extension and the 
ftonl truJ h1t'> IO be opened up e,•c:ry win­
ter. its snowplow may be replaced with 
o s-randard pilot if 1imc allows. 

488 
l1 was tlisa&.s.emblc..-d last winter fora ni11-
nmg gear overhaul that was ne\'er fin .. 
ishcd. The d1i,·c wheels havi;: been tu med 
and qua.nered. and two new dri\•ing 
wheel ux..l~ have been installed. New 
crankpins were installed in the main (no. 
3) drivers and the other craokpins were 
lllnted rouud agarn. 
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Top: Engine 484 idilww i1s plumbinfi!.. JOC'ke1, ,md laxgmx wa.s parktdJu.sl so11th 
of 1he Chama depot 011 January I I. 1996. The abs<•nce of snow was wwsut1/ for 
1he middle of Janual')~ 
Bouom: E,1gine 487 ...,,;,1, ils smokebox opent!d w<U pnrked ohe'1d of #J4 in 1/w 
Chama yard 011 JamUJf)' I I. 

New shoe" and wedges are being ma~ 
chfoed a.nd fitted Tht' shoc is. a bni'-S '11-
tin,g 1haL is lh1 on hoth sides and rides 
on the front of the driving whccJ box 
By machining th~ :>hoe. the tram. or 
alignment of lhc wheel in the frame or 
th.:. loc.:omu1ive, i~ ,et The wedge i:,. '3-. 
h is named) a tapered brass piece thm 
rides 0 11 1he back of the driving wheel 
box.The locomotive frame is mttchin~d 
to ma1ch the angle on lhe wedge. As the 
shoe and wedge wear. the wedge. i:-. 
dmwn up tightel' in the frame. leeprng 
the dnving wheel box from moving for­
wnrd and bacl..ward in lhe frome. The old 
shoes and wedges were badly worn, a.1-
lowing 1he dri\•ing wl-.et:1 boxe,,.10 move 
laterally in 1hc frame.This allowed 48R 

C&TS Dispatch 

lo bend around .,;uf\c:-. nicely, bul ii didn'l 
like going rn a ~lraigh1 hoe too well. 

488 wiU also have i~ spnng rigging ovcr­
hf.tuled wi1h l'ebuih eq11ali1el'"- pin~. and 
hangers. Once du~ 1.s done. the valve gc.ar 
will gc1 :,oine nnentiM1, 

TI1e ~n,g.i11e 1, ,uffering I m,n :-.t!riou, c,lb 
ne~lccl and will roccivc :,ome lll.!W :,.heel 
11\t!Lal oo the sides and back. as well a..., 
new interior \\OOd. FrienJ:-. of 1he C&TS 
member Roger Bnggs has spearheaded 
a program to rebuild 1hc: t.loghou~c:, on 
1he ,endeN. Rogcr·s l'irs1 rcbtuld now 
graces 488's tender. 

489 
l::.ngmc 489, hkc 484. is due for ils ft\'C­
)'earc:xlcrnal boiler in~r,ec.;11on . .-\ll ol lhc 

+ 
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huiJe the e11R111t lwuse m<1jor lrorJ.: 
Jws been go;n,: on wi/11 488 throughout 
tht wimer. TJu.s Vtt'M' from Jtmuary 12. 
/996. show.\' the 11ew shee, metal sMi11g 
,m tilt eugiut 'r rob. 

plunlbing. Jatke1. and lag~tng were rc­
mm·ed trom 1he boiler along wi1h 1he 
nexiblc ~l;,t_yboh cap~ Wi1h the ln!-()CC-

1ion completed. the boiler \\,:b relaggcd. 
and rt'installatioo of lhc jo.clc!I nod 
plumbing ,~ pro~rev,ing. All ot the 
srnybnlt cap, ha\'e Ileen rcin,1ullcd 

-U{t} is al~ und~r nuc C.:\h,:nblon. All or 
the. ,mukchox .ipphances have been re• 
Olll\re<l along with two boiler tube~. ln 
late November. 1hc FRA in~pector 
p1,111t~J ..t,<Q a l'Ol~ \'l~Jr llu,;- cx1l·n,1<m 

Rec,u5e lbe engine 1~ under flue e.~tcn­
sion and the ,mokcbo:-: mu,, he opened 
c,·ety \\lintel'. 11.:: ,no1A1>Jow has been 
replaced with a comcmional pilot 

489 b aho <lui; for ').pring rigging work 
aJoog w11h overhaul of the pilot an<l tr.iH­
in.g trucks. 

497 
Engine 497 e.mcrcd service at Lhc cod nl 
Scplcrnbcr wi1h oew boiler cubes. 11C-w 

from and rear rnbc sheets. bored p1.sto11:; 
and valve c~gc,. und lle;!W pi:-.lOfl ,ind 
vnl\•c rings. ➔97 b spending tl1e winier 
i n tJ1c Antonj10 engine huu~ in urdel' lO 

make more room in Chama and because 
rhe engine does nm need much anent ion 
tl1is winter. When 497 return, to Chama. 
1he \·ah·e gear in scheduled for a minor 
rnne up. 

463 
This engrne made 1l through tmo1he1 ~•l­
son with a fow Lroubks. and II has de­
veloped an undiognn..,ed ,teamin~ prob­
kin 1hat will be n<ldressed this winter. 

OY 
Ro1at; OY, a, you may well hnow. suf­
fered a major mechanical fa ilure while 
plowing the line last spring. Thi! ,haf1 
1ha1 colrnects the crank O)'wh<.-cl disk to 
the pmmn gear on 1he lcf1 -,ide (l f 1he 
plow sheared ofl Oh1:; \A.Ould be i.onw-­
wlHU the -,a1ne effect if you broke an ax.le 
on ll locomotlve). With nothing to hold 
lhi? pis1on back, lhc pi:-.l<m hi1 the lront 
cylinder he:«J, btenl,ng 1t and bendmp: 

lhe rnajn rod and the 
\'aJvc- gear C<.:cemr1c 
ro<l Wh¢1l the cro,:-.­
head went forward · 
with Lhe pbton. the 
cro,she.1d struck 1hc. 
rear cylinder head. 
breaking the bac~ 
cylinder head. Along 
""11 oil this, the left 
rear val\•c hc:t~d ,md 
guide yoke broke. 

One trouble the 4t.., has come 
up with i~ wear on us piston 
nngs. After only two ,ca1;on:; 
there b exce,-,11te w~~r.'l'he 
46, ha, "" old <ryle bolt-to· 
gcther piston made of ca.:,1 
iron There a~: 1;e1,•t!ml pieces 
1ha1 ,nndwich 1oge1hcr and 
are held 10gc1hcr w11h lurge 
bole,,Onc of thi:« hole, broke 
las1 ,ummer. and 1.be bah head 
fell into the c-ylindcr The pi<­
wn mashed lhe holl head imo 
the front cylinder hcud bc:nd• 
mg 1he pbtvll r-00. ln,ei-.uga 
tion L, proceeding to replace 
lhi;: fabrica1ed pi-.wn w1Lh a 
..,., .... t ,;,tet.'l. onc -pict.'C' pi,1nn 
llf..e the 480s- ha,e. l'hc 
D&RGW uoo rocogniLCd the 
sa111c: (ll'Ohlt:in and developed 
a drawing. for;\ onc~piecc rc­
placemen1 pi~1on. 11 is not 
l...nown ,f the cltanic was C\'er 
implemented becau,e hoth 
463 and the other n:mainmg 
K-27, 464, bolh ha\'e the old 
,;tylc! pii;1on. 

Mark Yt11t"1 l1N,b u~~r thR 
rottJr)' OY's gears. The 
bmke11 .,haft is shown m 
1he btJltom t·enter. Tiu'., 
shaft co1me1.•t<; the cronk 
flYK'heel disk. to the pmit>rr 
gear on the left sitl,: ,~( the 
rotary. Deamber 1995. 

The rear cyhnder 
head .md Yalvc hcacJ 
i:an bl!' repaired, but 
the front head wi II 
h.we to be replaced. A 
OC\l casun~ will be 
made. JI iii uue™Llng 
thtn the head cao abo 
he used for replace• 
men ts for tht' .163 ir it 
eve:,· brenks 3 head. 
The rcmamdcr or thi.: 
p11wer :;hall:; haH1 
been magnafluxcd for 

For the record, 464 has developed che 
s.&me problem. The good foJks at the 
Huckleberry Rrulroad ure intcri:M"'1 ,n 
Mia.ring the: CO\I Wllh u~ for developin~ 
ll1e new lighLwei.ght p1:;ton. 

cracks. and Lhc same shafl 011 1he r1glu 
-;idc Jrn;; hcen diagnosed with internal 
cracks. so 11 too wilJ be n:.pl1,1ced 

When the left-side shuft ffonlly leL go, 
the amQUnt of Slt!el holding it togclhcr 
was abou1 the ,;izc or a quarrer! 

DIESELS 
This winter both die~cl~ arc living in 
Ch.ama. No.15 hod LO have a couple of 
C)linder head::i replaced. a::i well~ huv­
mg: fuel injector work done. 

A, you 1:un see lhere JS aJways enough 
10 keep us. oo,y. 
£,dr/ fa Supel'imendem of Operations of 
the C&TS, and ht l'epcmsem:h ye<sr "" 
the wimer shop work, Thm i .\' o J,mg­
time ro/umeer at the summer work 
session~f, and his photogmpl,,-. appear 
regular/.r i11 th, C& TS Dispu1c/1. ,. 

On January 22, e11gi11, 463 wu.) part 1t a normal w;mer scene irt Choma. 
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NARR()W GAUGE NEAR AND FAR: NO. 5 

by E<,r/ K11oob 

Over 1he Thanbgiving Holiday I made 
one of my maoy U'iJh 10 California tv 
visit famiJy. This trip was a quick ten• 
day affair 1ha1 was very sadly devoid of 
operaling steam IOC0Rl0lives bolh nar­
r()w gauge and standard gauge. In tac1 
the only steam locomotive J saw was a 
nice Baldwin 2-8-0 r,om the Death Val­
ley RR RI 1hc F11rn11ce Creek Vhilor'~ 
Cemer in the middle of Death Valley­
and it was too dark to take a picture! 

I did manage to spend a day exploring 
the remajo~ or one of 1hc: 1w1uy logging. 
lines in the Sierra Nevadas. The Michi­
gan-Caliromia Lumber Co. operated a 
rascin;uing 1hree-foot gauge loggiug op­
eration nonh of Camino. California. 
They had begun by building a lugging 
li ne nonh ouI ofCnmino imo the woods 
anti hauled 1hc: logs to Camino for cut­
ling imo luInher. They soon ran nut of 
timber and purchased a lar~c :,,tand fur~ 
1her norih. Unfo1•1una1ely 1he 1,00(1 foo1 
deep and one-half .. mile wide American 
Rivtr Cr1fl)011 wa.., helWl.!efl ahem and Lht 
trccl> to be cut (imagine having tht< Tnlli..'C 
Gorge 111 1he way). 

1o c-ross the canyon, 1vhch~CaJ bmh a 
cable tramway acrobl> the canyon lo tJ1c 
nonh side. To cul down on the a.mounL 
of car'.', that would have to be hauh:d 
:icmi:.:. the canyon. they buih a mi II ouI 
in the woods at a place called Pino 
Grande. when.: 1hc.:. IOgb wert: col inw 
rough cut lumber and hauled oul IO lhc 
c:able 1r.:11nway on 11at can.. 11\C car'- were 
carried across the canyon on lhe c;.1ble. 
then hauled by a difforent crew imo 
Camino. where the lumber W::L"i recut inm 
finis.bed lumber. This. wa~ ~t ran: case 
where the roilto:1d both hrnught the logs 
into the mill, then shipped the rough cul 
lumber v111 10 a fini1>hing mill. 

lo essence they had three divisions to 
operu1e: ( I) 1ho ,pider web or logg111g 
!i.purs that reached into 1hc Limber ;_tnd 
ho.ulcd 1hc log, imo Pim, Graode. (2) 
the nonh side operation that hauled the 
rough cu, lumber from Pino Gr.-mde to 
Nonh Cable. and {3) the south side op• 
cration tha1 took the load, from South 
Cahle over the ridge and J own to 
Camino A ~tam.lard gauie ~ubi.idiOt) 
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line. the Camino, Placerville & Lake 
Tahoe RR hauled the finished lumber 
oowlllo lhe Soulhem Pacific al Ptaocrville. 
11 \\:l& o fa."cinatiog ~ipen11ion. 

The north side loconlt.ltive~ were 11h)~lly 
two-lfllck Shays of 1he ➔0 .. ron size 1ha1 
were equipped with b1i diamond .stack~ 
and burned wood in10 lhc la1e l940s. Tho 
~outh side op,er',;1tio11 utilized larger 60-­
Lon oil burning t.hree~1rnck Shays. In the 
later yc-:.us. lhe north side locomolivcs 
were largely co1t\ertOO 10 oil aocJ a few 
of 1he three 1rucl:ers ended up on the 
north side too. All of the molive power 
wa~ 1mu~forred tlero~s on the cabk 1r;:im­
way. Mich-Cal owned the oldeso Shay 
in existence-an 1884 vinrnge boot­
boHel'ed cwo•truck e11gioe 1h:u \\ w;; usecl 
for years as the mill 1-witcher in Camino. 
Thh engrnc is the only Shuy from the: 
Mich,gan-CaJifornia Lumber Co. to sur­
\' i vc. ;11lhough a ~ouplc of ,m;:111 
saddla1ank 0 -4-0:-. ar~ nlw ("Ill the pre­
served list. 

ln 1he oarly 1950:, Ll1c traruway house un 
the north ,idecaugh1 fire'. The fire burned 
through lhc 1:ahk uml the whole wo tils 
foll into 1he canyon. A truck road wa:s 
quickly bolldoted rn,o Pino Grande 10 
haul tJ1e lumi-.er out for the remainder of 
the cuuing seu~n. In 1hh last yea.r the 
log:, were hauled by raJI into PlnoGran<lc 
rmd then cut into rough cu1 lumber. The 
lumber wa.~ loaded on LO flat cars and 
hauled about I /8 mile around lo u truck 
reload where the lumber wa~ reloaded 
on to truck!-. for shipment to Camino. 
Thi, l;11;Ied o,1ly one .. un1iner. af1er which 
the rai I road was abandoned. the mi II ,tl 

Pino Grnndc scrnpJ)Cd, and the logs were 
hauled directly inm Cnmino. It is .ti-.· 

~umcd tha1 all t,rth, lo"ommi,·e, lef1 on 
the north side wen.~ cul up al Pinl1 
Grande. A rough col mill wnserec1ed in 
Camino and the old finishing mill coa· 
tinut:c.l in M.:rvicc unul a fi re bumed 11 ::i 
few years ago. Wuh the demise of the 
lini,hing mill. 1hc Cmuino. Placer\l"dle 
& Lake Tahoe was abandoned Today all 
the rm1gh cuI hnnbef' i~ sen1 ou1 by 
truck:$. 

Our adventure into I.he wOOd'i to Pino 
Grande was g,uideU by p:::i,t Friend:-. vol• 
unteer Dave Peterson. who had been 
1h..:rt: ''t>uc.e . . .. abou1 ten yea1-s ago, but 
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I \\>asn 't drl\'ing." We wandered hope­
lessly nround in the v.oods through ar­
eas that hnd been clear-cut nnd replanted 
with tcn .. fooH.all trees. We had a no,, 
out---or-prinl book fan<.1 ~uou 10 be re­
printed) abnu1 the Mich.Cal, 1he map in 
the book was hopelessly outda1ed. We 
finally loc:atcd lhe trurk road into Pino 
GrunJe :lnd got w our <lt:'ltination about 
2 :JO in the afternoon. We poked around 
Lhe few ruins we could find and discov­
ered 1hm whoeverscropped thi; pl~cc did 
a good job and Jell , eri lmle ,o 1he way 
of !i-tccl behind-even track spikes were 
rare. Tht: ruim:d remain.., or 1h~ log pond 
dam :ind the bto\\ log 1.h.u the log:-. were 
rolled over from the log: cars into the 
pond could be round. along wi1h 1hc re-
111a111s of the car shop pit,. Most of the 
building\ were built on pilings and wcrL' 
complelely rem,wed wnh no Lrace tha1 
they ,ven: ever there. Wilhout u map of 
1he , ire, ii would hove h~cn hMd 10 tell 
\\ hel\.· anything was, The 1.rccs in the an:a 
lrn"e gto\\O cot1,1de1 ahl) ;111tl m :-111)' ~O­
to 50-fool lrcc~ now CO\'t'f lh(· ~He. M.tn) 
have been marled for cumng, and rf wha1 
\\COb...cnt•d .1hcm1 hm\ the 11c,1rh) cman­
lr)'Side ha~ been fell Is any ind1cauon, 
Pino Grande will be $<.:0rched earth 
,honl)·. There i~ much more to e\plorc 
out there. I 11111.kr:-.umd 1here ma} be pile-. 
of locomotjve lire wood out along tJ1c 
gmdc 1oward North Cablo. They were 
lhete some years hack. bUl II i~ nm 
known if they arc :-.till ,here, :\lw un· 
lnl•\.\ n i, if 1here 11J't' 11ny 1·em,lins at e_j. 

ther end or Lhc cable. After l gol b,u.:k. l 
came into 1hl! J')()S:-.es,ion of a new up­
to•datc map to guide me on further ex· 
plora1ion1-1. 

The above is b) no me.ans I.he gospel hi"• 
IOI)' or the Mich-Cal. I only gu1101humh 
1h1nugh the bool, so I stand to be cor• 
rected on much of the above. Are there 
any Mich1g.tn-Cnhforn1a fans out thel'c 
who will hh:m: their knowledgc·J 

I made .1 quick trip over to Ouraogo be· 
fore Chrislmn.s and ran across the Rocky 
Moumain RtiilroadC'lub·, fan tnpon the 
Durango & Silvcnon. Enginc473 pul led 
lht' pr1i,.....enger train con,iMing of thl"t."i' 
coaches. a concession car. an open ~on­
<lu]o, anti parlo1· t:al" AhmttJ.w. ·n\e D&S 
simply wld Lhc r:ulroad club the regular 
l.rai11 lhat J~lY and <ltd n<•t l'uu :.u\ extra • 
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train. TI1c special left Durango a half hour 
ahead of 1he regular schedule. They had 
about I J 5 riders. lt wa., fun to waYe at 

everyone \1,-ho wave5 a1 01e trom lmckside 
all summer. Because !he !\Un was so low 
in the sky. picture wk,ng was m:1rginal m 
bcS-l on the norlhbound tnp. I heard from 
,e\'Cra1 p:t!)M!llg,cn- who said lhcy had a 
greai Lime and did ,ome n1i;e runhy<: nn 
the southbound trip. including one on the 
hig.hline neur Rock\loood, 

MOlhc power for the winti:r run, iii. 47.3 
,ind 476, 1101 473 and 480 11, reported la,1 
issue. Arterheing without 1wn of the ➔80-. 
for mo:,t of last summer. u was wisely 
decided 10 ,pend a large portion or the 
wmter gctung the 480. -181, and --'82 mh) 
goo<l shape. Engine 481 al lasl report was 
:-1r11ng without a re.at flue ,heet. \\ hill! 1he 

decision wa, being made whether to have 
lhe sbee1 built by our shop over here ,n 
Chama. Most of 1ny ~pic:1; over in Durango 
have either lcf1 for 1he winier or l<lf1 per­
maJlemJy for Olhcr jobs). :,O my conncc-
1iom 1here 1.1re not a:-. good :1:, they 11-.ed 
to be. 

Our illu1.,rrious Chief Mechanical Officer 
John Bush mac.Jc a couple of trip~ lo 
Skagwa~. Alaska. 1his fall 10 inspect their 
Ii team locomom e 110. 73 nnd tht!ir rotary 
snowplow. The 7.3 apparently need~ some 
firebox worl.. and While Pa,~ b looking 
imo restoring the rot.u·y for1he WP&Y', 
cemennoal in I 998. When Bi II Lock and 
I wcnllo Skagway to look auhc X-UTLX 
iank car:-. 1ha1 the Friends 1:-lh!.r houph1. I 
got lo look al lhe 7.t his a very attacuve 
huh: engine II 1:,. in~idc frnmcd. M' it 

stands real tall and skinny. In reality ii is 
a bit less powerful 1han a K-27. The en­
gine was buill in 19-16. and probably is 
the newest three-foo1 gauge 2-8-2 s1ill 
around. It ,~••s nt!at to ,;,e¢ all 1he moder11 
devices and one-piece cas1 pans one nor• 
mally ab,ociateb with modem ~te:1m on 
a linle narrov. gauge 2-8-2. A few day, 
ago. I saw a shtm :1nicle in a m.ig:11ine 
soming 1ha1 lhc WP& Y was for sale. If I 
hc:ar 01ol"'t'. I'll pa:,s hon. 

Th:11'1:; all for 1hi:, issue. I f any of you 
h:.i,e any 1nfomlatwn 10 !Xb:-. l"lll feel I rci; 
10 write to me in care of the C&TS 
Chama Office. 

Ear/'J t..·olumtt appears regular/\ in the 
C&TS Di,pm,·h . .:/t 

FROM THE Ml)DELEH.'S VIEWPOI NT: NO. 4 
by Ed " lfomncr" H~1hu11 

Did you notice this colum11·~ new title? 
It was the nlO!'il popular choice expressed 
by 1hoi;e \\-ho responded 10 our reader's 
survey, lncodcn<ly, if you slill would like 
111 ,t,1<1 mt' , 0111 ... ur, c:~ fonn. pk:i"-1..' cit, 

-.u. h ''"' 1\t"\I tOOlat~. Some meml,c:,1' were 
in the pcoccss of movmg or. tf you .ire 
1ike me, sometime~ I 1h.ink I hav1.~ done 
something so I go on and find later thaL I 
hodn·, done \\hOI I lhoughl I had done 
(how·~ that again). Anyway. send in you I' 
sur"ey i r you havc;:n ·1 done so. They arc 
always welcome 

H:.ivc you ~\ er noticed how time :-eem:-. 
10 lly \\ hen you are having fun? Th:u 's 
Lhc reason why I wasn't able tt, :,,ubmil u 
win1er:111icle. I became heavily involved 
in two field re~earch pm1ec1, late ,his 
~um mer un<l earlier 1hb fall and Lime JUSI 

evaporatOO. In one 1)1'ojei:t I re1umed 10 
Chama with hopes of pho1oirnphing du: 
C&TS in the fall coloN. When I unived 
in Cham,1 the trees were as green a~ a 
new dollar. However.they did begin t() 

chmlgc a~ I wa.~ lc:.wing after Lwelve days 
ofwaiung. I had to senle in"tC~ld for No 
triple-header steam trains. a couple of 
double headers. and o.n early t:l.in/snt)W 
(;;tonn in Lhe mountains nc~ir Cumbrcs 
Pass followed by some or 1he blues, skie, 
on Ille day thal began o lllrcc-day Euro­
pean freight c-hanei-. Wa~ lhdl ¢ver rough! 

In a s~cond research projecl, a friend and 
I followed oho Chicago & Nor<l, West 
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crn from Fremon!, Nebra,ka, aero~" 
(uwa and lllinoi!t to Chicago. The 
C&.NW is no more. having been taken 
over by lhc Union Pacific. which may 
at~o ha\.'e whr11 wo~ ,he n&.RGW/Somh­
cm P.u,;1h, bctorc the )'\'.ar bo\~f. At ,m) 
rate. J rc-aJ where Kodak •s third quarter 
pmfi1.i; rose.. aod I nm now on n fir,1 na.m<: 
ba~bat Pox Photo. my locaJ friendly film 
processor! 

Bul now le1 u~ return w 1he drca111 of 1he 
RIO GRANDIOSO RAJLROAD 
CUMBRES & TOLTEC SCENIC 
RAJLROAD DIVISION Accompany• 
mg 1h1'!t e.x.crci~e m prose b. a modul;lf 
map of wba1 I tbinl are 1.he nm1.,1 inter­
eMin_g ponion, of lhe road ll i:, offered 
as a beginning point for the possibility 
of modular con.struclion or for ide& that 
can be put rouse 111 a home/club sett1og. 

My original rnteni was to gain an under­
,tanding of wlnu ib .1v~1ilablc for model­
ing so tha1 when I win the Pubfo,hers' 
Cleoring llousc Sweepstake, I will be 
ready! Anyhow. a scaled down ver.-.ion 
in any ,coli: could he built using any <.,f 
the scenes you ,-ould hl.e. The full plan 
would be mos1 sui1ahle ror N .:;c-ale. wi1h 
HO :md larger .scale~ possibly modelrng 
s.elec1ed pans. For convenience t11e lay­
out is modular wub each module 6 feet 
lo,lg nnJ 30 i111.:hi;-, wiJc with 1;omc ex­
ceptions (number-; 19 and 29 each4 fee1 
long), faocb mo<lulc ideally would have 

C&TS Dispatch 

a buill-in skyboard and folding legs. A 
sturdy box con:-.1ruc1ioo c)f 5-ply AC ply­
wood wou1d surround 3 2-inch 1-heel o( 

e-xrnlded s1yrofonm ,uhroadbed. The 
,k.yboard would con!oiq of I /8-inch-thick 
uni~mpered M.1,onih! held 111 pla~e with 
I • U buih inlo lhe n,etangular base. The 
leading edgt!s along 1hi;: viewing ~ide and 
the skyhoard would be capped where 
JlO'>:-.ihle whh t , 2s !--tX:Ure<l 10 1he pJy. 
wood 'iidc~ with glut' and wood .screws. 
The tnl'xlu1e-. can be cvni-.tructcJ .so th.H 
one module can be secured to anorhcr. 
rc~uhing rn lhe fom10.t.ion of a box eas­
ily handled by"'" people. One pel'>on 
cnn handle 1wo modules joined together. 
but I ha\•e found that a ~uttaMe 1wo­
whccled can is necessary. If the scenery 
11- constructed ol , lyrofo,tm .111d other 
light•wcighl products, Lhc modules are 
001 \1ef)' hea, y and v~ry i;:a:-.y to tran:,­
port. 

TI1e 1no<lulcs woulc.l make a very inter­
esting display m one of our :;01nual meet­
mgs in the summer or at a 1'auonal Nar­
row Uauge R~ulroad Convemion. Ju,1 
1hink-wh1u helter place is there than a 
National Narrow Gauge Convenlion 10 
h;we :,.e1 up o diorama or opcr~1ting mod­
ules tha1 wou.ld promo1e rhe Curnbre, & 
Toho< Scenic R:oilrond. a part of ohe 
fom1er O&RGW's narrow g.1uge main­
line-not a branch line. that would aJso 

See .41odeler',<, J><Jg, 15 + 
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PRESERVATION PERSPECTIVE: NO. 3 
by Keith fl(Jyes, A/A 

Our Human Memory 
Qui1e often we forgeL 10 do Lhe easy 
thing~. in Lhe preservation worlJ Lhis 
happen., when we focus on objects and 
forge, people. While 1ho objec1s-1he 
train.s- are what we see. what we work: 
with every summer. it is the :storic~ aboul 
human experience on 1he railroad 1ha1 
animate 1.he Cumbres & Toltec and leave 
u.s ask.ing for more. For me 1.his has a 
rnore personal :b.ptcl: my grandfather 
was oom in Chnmn in 1909. 

When Grandp:.i was bo111, Chama was a 
to,vn of wood-frame buildmgs in the 
Territory of New Mexico. Pho1ogmphcr 
Fred Jukes wa'i living in the nrea. and 
many of his photographs of 1he D&RG 
are from 1hi-. en1. In pholos 1he rail yar\ls 
appear busy. full of rollint <lock wi1h 
ore, mercbundise. and lumber\\ uiting to 
be hauled cast and we,1 by small dia­
moncJ-:s1acked Consolidations • .some of 
the most powerful engines on the syi­
tem. These locomotives shared the 
mundhou!oie wiLh sprigh1 ly, clean-look 
ing T<.·n Wheeler,;, 4-6-Ch 1hat pov,cred 
the pa.,;senger lfains that brought travel• 
er~ and mail to nnd from the San Juan 
Basin. Photos from that period show the 
large coaling <rcstle dominn1fog 1hc yard 
at 1he site Qf rhe current coaling rower. 
which was built in 1924. 

My gn:at-granJmother. Gran~. was mar· 
ried to :1 Ciem1on fellow named Weisner. 
He had railroading in his blood and got 
a job as a watchman on Ihe D&RG. I 
don'I know how long he held the job. 
buI unders1and Ihai he lei 1he water in a 
Class 60 2·8·0 get low. and the engine 
exploded. Mr. Weisner disappoared 
shortJy thereafter, and Grams remarried 
l◊ ,, D&RG engineer named FiCtcr. I 
don ·t know where they lived during this 
I ime, but 1 ahvays imagine it was one of 
Lhe houses on Terrace Avenue. west or 
1he coaling tower. 

Grandpa's earl)• memories nre of play­
ing Cowboys and Indians in Ibo yards. ll 
surely must have bee-n a great pJace 10 
play. among the boxcars. reenacting a 
.s-cene from a &e1·ial wes1ern rnotinn pie­
Lure he had seen the past Saturday. Of 
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cour.se, it w:1..:.n·1 \Cf')' ,at'e. and when Ml'. 
Pitzer spotted Grandpa one day, he 
slopped his train and ga,·e him a thor­
ough ,pan king. Arter <hat, 1he games ei­
ther retreated 10 the area around the log 
section house nonh of the depot. or to 
the :-.hecp dip pens ca.st of the round­
hou~e. 

Gram:,, and Grandpa mow::d to Durango. 
where Grandpa an ended high school. I le 
spent summers dunng those years work• 
ing a1 lhe Sunnybidt.: Mine in Eureka. 
no1·th of S1lveno11 on the Silveno,1 Nonh­
crn. Grandpa worked at the mine camp 
tlb0vc Eureka at an clcva1joo or l 2.250 
feet. He was 100 young 10 wol'k in 1he 
mine itself and instead helped in the 
ki1cher1, peeli,Jg pow1oe, by 1he hunJn:d. 
These were devoured in minu1es as the 
hungry mincn. returned to dt1ylight from 
their shift-.: below g,·ound. Occa$ionall) 
Grandpa would vJsil Eureka on an crr:.md 
or 10 gel o;upplie:-.-he would ride m a 
1ram buckc< down and back. Photos from 
1his period show <lozen:- of box.caf'> in 
tJ1c )3rd"- al Eun.:lJ. cJrlood, of 'IUppl1e:-. 
dta1 had journeyed lhrougb Chama scv­
crul day~ before and curlooch of ore 1h01 

would be shipped over Cumbrcs Pass m 
die days to cumo. 

F,venmally, Gr:u,dpn found work wilh me 
Colorado SIOle Highway Deparunem. or 
State Huywirc Department, a~ he put ii 
'fhis led 10 a number of jobs with ft:d­
eral agencies, and I0lS of lrips back 11) 

Chama and Durango. I never recaJI hun 
spc~lkmg of bis rides over the Cumbr¢:,, 
& 'foltec, but ,ny GrandmotJ\e1· loathed 
I.he dusty. day-long trip bc1wc:en Durango 
and Alamosa i n lhe San Juan coach. 
Equally unappealing were occasional 
rides in a Galloping Goo~. Grandpa 
\\1orked a.-. a soils engineer. and helped 
loca1e many highways in Colorado and 
some western National Parks. He would 
ide111if)' suirnble gravel c;ources near the 
highway alignment to save on shipping 
cos1s. One of his projects in 1he earl)' 
I 960s was !be rcalignmcnl of Highwa~ 
17 over Cu111br~~ Pa1,tt. 

Grandpa 100k me to Chama m 1973. He 
and Grandma and ( journeyed t..hcre so 
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we could ride the Cumbres- & Toltec. 
rm impressed he could Lolerate my ten­
year-old en1hu~iasm i\S. the double~ 
header Journeyed upgrade 10 Cumbres. I 
probably lost some steam al)OUl the 11me 
the train left Big Hom. and slept the 
whole bu') ridi: b•u:J.; to Ch3m:i. He en· 
joyed supporuog Iny io1erest in railroad~. 
The ye.ar bcforey we tm\ eled to South 
Dakota and were in Hill Citv the morn• 
ing 1hc crtw Ii.red up 1hc !>l~t1m engine 
there for the summer seas.on. Grandpa 
negotiated a cab vi.sit. nnd the hostler 
offered me tllc:chance to blow the whji,t1c 
for lhe firs1 1ime that.season. \\'hen I gave 

a gentle lug and no~1ing happened. the 
hostler helped me ou, w,~, 11 firm pull 
on my wrist It was ~ooo loud! I think l 
l'Strtbli~hcd the world rc<:ord for c:\iling 
a locomotive cab that (fay. Gt"'Jnd1>a had 
a heck of" laugh. 

Grnn<lpa p~,..,,ed ~t\\ i.lY on December J I. 
1995. F'onunmel\. his memor\'. and hi:-. 
'.'\tori.e:s survive; 1hcy help me add life to 
hi:-.toric photoim1phs thal are othc-1wtc:e 
mu1c. The ea!\) thing m do 1s m s1L und 
lhtcn. and write down the storie:, you 
hea,-and a.i.l loL,; of ques1ion:-. while ii 
is frc~hon the mind. One of the best cx­
omplettof1hi, Kind of presel'va,ton is 1he 
book Gom · Railroading: 1\vo Genera· 
liom·afColoradaSwries (Prui1t, 1991). 
AJthough this book is nm about the Rio 
Grandt or Curnbn:s & Tollcc, il is a fas­
cinating 'itory about narrow gauge rail­
roading-and life-in !he late 191h and 
early 20th cenlunes. Read it and wk with 
the friend.:, and loved one~ around you. 
:Jnd \\ rite down tl1eirex.periences so tl1a.1 
we can all enjoy them before Ibey disap­
pea,·! 

Keith ;_s a member of tht Car Rt'stora• 
1io11 Fadllty Plmmirrg Committet'. /Lis 
,·olmmt apptt1r\' rtgular/\1 in 1/te C & ~ 
01$pn/c/1. -t 
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More News and Events 
Railroad Conference 
Scheduled 
The lJniver,uy ofTexa, a1 A1·ling1on ;1nd 
1he Lexington Group in Tr.inl\pon.auon 
Hislory will jointly sponsor a confcn:n<·c 
Scpte111bcr 26-2~. 1996. on ·The Ruil· 
n').'t(I') and 1he Wei;:1;· :u N.)r1 Worih and 
Arlington. Texa~. 

The conference will foature numeroui­
:-i.es'iion1 on LOpics including 

• Railroad Prcser\ation in the West 
• R:1ilro11d, and Sodcly in lhc Wes! 
• We~1.en1 Railn,ad..., uncJ the 

RegionaJ &·onom) 
• The r11tt1re of We,tcrn Ra.ilro;tds 

A special reception nnd exhibn on Hl,­
mric Railroad Map~ of 1he We,1 and 1he 
conference keynote "))Cech will be held 
:u Ading.1011. but mv,1 ul 1lH~ ..:onlcl'e11cc 
will be held ot Fort Worth A Saturday 

field trip to modern and historic railroad 
facilities in Fort Worth \\ill be part of 
the t:onfcrcncc. 

Contact the Center for GR-utcr 
Sou1hwc,1c:rn Stuf.lu.-~. fhc Uni\'Ct~ny 
of Tcxru. at A.rlingmn. Box 19497. 
Arhn£ton. TX 76019. or 
call 1817) 272-3997: c-,nnil to 
<:eutrr{() /ihnil).Ul(l.('chr 

More About the Friends at 
Work 
In che ran 1995 ii.!,u¢, we p1't'~t~med .i. 

~ummar} of Lhe wor"- accompll:-.hcd al 
I.he 'iummcr "oluntecr worJ... -.;i;::,-.ions. We 
reported tha1 1he c:ar pa1nung crew rn 
Chama dunng Lhe firs1 work 'iC"''iion 
p:lintcd Lhrce drop·lx)H<.•m ~onc.Jola-. .tn<.l 
one fla1 car. Crew le:ttler Marv111 
Sm1dmirc rcpo1i<.; ch.at hi;; hard working 

What About the Board of Directors? 
by Nnreeu Rneding 

D i.I 1•11 c t.' \\,• lh k r h l , \ \ h 1-. l•1::J 1111.1 

11vn operme., and ha.s mao:l_gcd ... ,o sur~ 
vive'." Who handles your membership re~ 
new~1I evi:r~ year'! I IO\\ it- money ra1-.ed 
for r~storation projcc1;;·? How much 
rnoney i-; nccdt.:d for projects'' If you 
trJvel to Chama. Antonito, or point, in 
he1wccn to worl.. nn rc;;torntion project~ 
during the :,umme1 wc11 I.. ::.e~iOII!,. ha\·t: 
you 4.•vcr wondered how th~ project& urc 
chosen'] 

The answers Lo all these ques1ions can 
Ix: provided by Lht members of the Board 
of Dtreccors and related L'omminec.,. 
The) are ~spomiblc- fordctc-nninm~ lh<." 
direction o f the organi,mion ond forca,­
rying out its mission. The job is a de~ 
mnnding ooe, especial!) for volunteer-.. 
The Friends has grown ve1yquickl)', and 
111..:1 c:a~ingly larger. more comph:.\ re~­
wration projects require more personnel 
a11d more matcrial~. Mon: pc:rsonncl en­
tails more planning to match skills. and 
rnteresb wnh si1e~. more reg_j1,tra11f'lll 
work. and mon: precise M;heduling or 
1,u1>ply and deonup opermion~. Mote 
materials require~ more mone>•· and more 
work procuring an<.I deJivcring :,uppJie .. 
to remote s ites, The tasks 1ust multiply. 
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CL1opajuu11 ,1nJ ,.:~•rJln jllLln ._,f l J!<>k'­

with Kyle Railwuys, the Railroad Com­
mission. and the S late Hbtoric Prc-scr• 
vation Office-; (SIIP(h> utt uli,.u neces­
'-31), Bcc:IU'iC the C&T<; is a N::itional 
I lii'ltork Site, all pr(:'-Cr\';.tliun .md rc,10-
ration projects must be appro\·ed by the 
SliPOs ~11)(.1, l() get ~tpJm.l\-~11, re,e:m::h 
mus1 be done to determine the appropri 
iuc mutcriah :md technique, Pm1cch 
can proceed onl> if JJ1jll'OVed am.I they 
mu,1 follow the wriucn ~pedfi..:a1ion-. 
There are more ,truc.rures and rolling 
~tOl.:l nooding repair lhan th..: Fncnd"' can 
handle in the oei.ir (oture: therefore. a 
~)Mcm or prioriri1ing repair projcch j.,. 
u~~ 10 ...elect each year's projec1.1;, 

Who docs all thi~ \\ ork 3Jld make!i chC'iC 
dcct"-IOO:,:., Members of the Board of 
D1reccor:;. and the \iariou~ com minces do 
(commmcc members lrequcntJy an- di· 
cector~,. 01he1 me,nbet-. ul-.o co111rihu1e. 

Th(' work of the 1--ncnds goes on year 
round, ;u lc:ai,c w1,..-ekl> 111~1 ul lilt: 1imc 
and daily a1 cenain times of the )'ear. 
D1re1..:wr~ ~nd t:Ommillec: mcmbc::N rc:.-1d 
and write repons. answer corre~pon• 
de rice, lclephone businc!'lse;; and <.:ommi1-
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crew aclUally painted six gond\,la:-. 
(9378. 10:19, 11 -15. 11 59. 1246, and 
11>67) and two !fat cars (6755 and 9557f. 
Also <luring lt1L' firsl work :-...:ssio11 Cal 
Smith's v.ell•traveled milepo:'\i crew se1 
four new mHeposL.; and 1hree new whi,;tli! 
boards They painted and lettered six 
niilepo~t,, si, whic-.1lc ho:ird,, ,ind Ji\'c 
yard limn and location ~igns. The crew 
thanks Kyle Railways for providin~ a 
,pctdcr. which ullowcd them to v.ork in 
the r~11tec to Lo:-. Pino, ...cc1ion 

Work Sessions 
A pr<!regi-.w11 ion 11otice (orht!rwi,c 
known a~ the purple flyer) for this 
swnmcr's volunlca work sc,smns was 
nl.iikd 1111ni<.l-M~11'Ch. Vkrnbcrs who do 
not receive their purple nyer should call 
or\\ rite the Friend"· Albuquerque office. 

tee mi:mbcn. ,lllcnd mcclin~s. locate 
suppli~. and pertorm many other ta~ks. 

Three board meeung:-. arc held e;1ch yeac 
one al a Colomdo lt¾.·;.11iun, one HI Alhu· 
quc-rquc. and one al Chama. Director.. re­
ceive 110 l'in,tncial compt:n,ation: they 
pay for 1hcir cm n tran~portation. lodg• 
ing. ;md foo<l. Sc.:vcr;1l telephone: confer• 
enc.e meetings abo take plac~ during the 
) 'Car. Fhc ~ldlcs arc rcprcscnte.d on the 
current hoard. 

Sernng as a dl!'ector 1s a way l() ~u~rnin 
1hc Fricn<l:-. II folfillli a ~L'nM.' ofrc,p<.m­
~1b1luy while p1'(wiJ1ng 1he. ~,ui,fac1100 
(1f preserving ;1 hi'-toric narrow gauge 
steam railroad. ll i:,. aJ,o a wa) to par• 
tk·ip;.ilc <.lirc,·tly in makin!? the d .. "Cisions 
th:ll stet:t 1h1:-. org:llli/:l(IOO 

If you are interested in becoming a ho:ml 
me111ber. ch,11 whh a director or .ittcnd a 
boord mee,ing-cnmment,; fnun m~m­
hc.:n. are ~h"(l}'s upprcci:Hcd. And more 
bands lo share the work are al wa)•s 
nec<.h:d 

Noreen /rm beeu II lun~•lim,: 1111/mrti'er 
t11 1he summer W(}rk seuhm ,. m,J ha.o: 
IJ(Pll cJmfr o/' lltf' {ibmr_\' ('(nmmllee . .f 
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Opening the Line: 1952 
In 1949. John D. Smith of Cedar Rap• 
ids. Iowa. made Lhe acquai nrnnc-e of 
D&RGW engineer Rohen D. Shock of 
Durango. They exchanged m11r1y lcuer-: 
ovcrthc yc-.us. One leuer from Mr. Shoe~ 
described the bliu.ard of January 1952. 
I le wa, caJJed vul in the early morning 

Durango, Colo. J-17-52 
Oear Friend: 

of December 30. 195 1. as engineer 10 

Chama~ From there IO CumbrC-8 rook five 
days. and he didn 't gel wAlamo,;.a until 
the 13th of January. We thank Mr. Smith 
for sending 11, the lener, along with phu-
10s tha1 he ol so rt..'"Ceived from Rohen 
Shock. 

Guc55 f betur ane;wer your ltt-tt:r while I am laying .around. C1.1mbr~!? pa55 
wa,; t,/ocked the 29th of Oec with 1 light engl""· 2 engine,; and flan,1e1; 2 
engine,; and ;ordan ,;preader and 1 eng,ne and rotary. I wa6 called out at 
2:45 a.m. 12·30·51 a, engineer to go to Chama as &hey ne()ded 2 engines 
to take the rotary out of Chama. Oid not ~ay we were to go to work on it. 
rook ue; unW the mornm,1 of 13th to make Alamo,;a. Saw more snow char, I 
ever hope to""' aqain 10' 9" on t.•,e level on Cumbref> and drift,; and ,;lide,; 
up co 15 feet deep, 5ure iva, tou,1h qoinq. Three 490'5 pue,hioq the ror,13,y, 
took Uf> five days to qet co CumbrtJ&. the 2 en,1ine,; with fl;Jn,1er w"re e;tuct 
at f\1ndy Fblnt Just we,;t of Cumbre,; and 170th enqine& dead ,w had to diq 
and pull them our of the ,;now. The 498 was completely bur:ed except the 
downhill ,;ide of the tender. It w13,; all we could do to .r,u/1 it out w,t1,;,: 
en91ne!> pulling downh/11. 

They e.tar-..ed to open the Sifverton branch today. 1c1....,l 2 c:ngine.5 a11d 2 
/Jul/dozer,; w 17uck out the: ,;//def>. We had quite a lot of ,caw and incr. ,c 
warmed up and rained and wet ,;now and . .. then came th,: big ,;now an" 
nothing to hold it up on the ice i;o ft came down and of couroe the or,i,ck 
wag the. place it. !>UJpped. We have had no trains over from Afam06a eince 
about the 27th of Dec. The night we got into AlamoiJa J-:; was a re,1ular 
blizzard on Cumbre,; and the pas,; ws,; ,uppooed co bc open&/ ye,;u,rday 
but did not gee thru with the rotsry. f que,;,; there/,; another ,;corm 
on the way ,;o don "t know if we will ge. the road,; open to ;;t.zy or not. 
It ifl sure tough on the R.R. We do not have die,,;eJ,; here ye., hope we 
do not get any. . . 

Martv mn11her.ffollowed 1/ze progress of rotary 0)' lJS ;, opened the line last spring. 
Coro/ A1111e Fl'f!em,ur s!«-1"11ed rotary OY 01 Cumbres on May J 1. /995, T~n-\' \Voofo1·v 
(e-mail: terf) .W<)(>fsev@s)'mbio.u:um) of Wichira. Kansas. ~us also there 10 gel 
footage for Jus ,,,'deo tnpe of tht' run from Chnma, wh,di begr,n rm May 10. ,t 
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Plongi,rg QUI ice after back.l,rg ow the 
r,,tary. 

Slun:e/iug .mow /mm the top of the rota'): 

Coalin,f( engiues and the rotary at the 
loop 011 C1u11bres. 

Rowry ,·utting t/Jmuglt a tlrift east of 
Osier. 
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Modeler 's 
C1m1i1111edfm111 page I I 

prolllote the l'riend, of 1he Curnbre< & 
Tohcc Seen ic Railroad (modeling 
projcc~ to iHustratc what the Friend~ 
have done or arc doing)? And finally.juM 
think how you would fl!'el a, you go 
home from the convcmion knowing that 
you played ~1 pa.rl in completing Lhe tll· 
1cnd~' edu-cation. Wha, a wnnn funy' 

(f some of you arc intcrc-!-itctl. 1 will be 
glad to act a, a fodlitator and rry 10 match 
interesLed people of a particular scale 
who ha\'C responded to the survey. \\' rite 
tu Ed Walton. 3200 Fo., Hill Roa~. St. 
Charles, MO 63301-(XIIO. 

Until next linle remember ... 

... 3' > 4' N In'' 

Ed is a fo11,:-11111c> 1·0/wueer mu! Ms 
co/um11 app<'<ll'S rt•_-.:i,larly ;,, the C&TS 
Di.tpard,. ,f 

1 Chama WYE 
2 Chama Yard-West 
3 Chama Yard-East 
4 Rio Chama Bridge/Jukes' Tree 

5 Weed City/Lobato Trestle 
6 Cresco Siding/Water Tank 
7 Coxo Siding 
8 Windy Point-West 

9 Windy Point-East 
1 O Cumbres Pass 
11 Cumbres Pass WYE m 12 Tanglefoot Curve-Wes! 

1 ...... ....,,,-.,0 
Modular Map of the .I 

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad A 
,
~---.Al~l!P.I...¥,~ Tanglefoot Curve-East 
iau-W}Wa.V'~u:, 14 Los Plnos-West 

a: 15 Los Plnos-East 
16 Cascade Trestle 

~■ 17 Osler Approach-West 
~ 18 Osier, CO 

23 Sublette, NM-West 19 Rock Tunnel 
24 Sublette, NM-East 28 Lava Tank-Easl 20 Phantom Curve-West 
25 Big Horn WYE 29 MP 285.87 Hangman's Trestle 21 Phantom Curve-East 
26 Big Horn WYE 30 Antonito Transition 22 Mud Tunnel 
27 Lava Tank- West 31 Antonito Yard (6' x 6' Square) 

Internet Addresses 
Tom Donovan. Albuqucrqu~. NM 
,Jmun·an@-'apsia:.ap\,Cdu 

D. A . J lanna. S<!nior Pn:>JCCI M:1n;.1ge-r 
Un1011 Pacilio Railroad. Omaha. ),IE 
work: D.~f/(11wa®Nnrt.~.Uf!('om 
home: /'t,iGHt?R.ec:r'it Prvh,•.NN 

Man 1n E Sand,mre, Centerville, llT 
dr_l(n:463@pi'(•d1g_\;1.·uw 

We w111 pnnl t-rnad Jddrc~-.c-1; of mcm 
her.-.. Pltl'ci~ -.c?lld lhc eclilc)r .t le11e-rwilh 
your l'-m:lil il<ldre,i, requesting th~t \\C 

pnnt IL 
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Chama Central Resenatioos 

friend, member C.mncn KnL10l1 ha:-. 
01,enl!d i;I new hu,;ine-.\. In Chnma­
Chama CentraJ R~,crvat1on~. The loll 
tree number l~ l -~00--585-7()9'2 m obw,n 
informatinn. make. railroad .md lodt:?"ini 
re~en:Uion~. t'r le.nrn .,hou1 e\enb hap. 
pen int in the Chama. f\nton.ito. Durunj.'?o. 
anti Sama Fe area.-i. There is no charge 
for Ull-Ulg th6. SCfVh.:C. 
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+1996+ 
Schedule of Events 

May 25, Saturday 
Opening Day 

June 29, Saturday 
Eighth Annual Moonlight Train 

July 17, Wednesday-July 19, Friday 
Volunteer Work Session "A" 

July 22. Monday-July 25, Thursday 
Volunteer Work Session "B" 

July 29, Monday-July 31, Wednesday 
Volunteer Work Session "C" 

October 13. Sunday 
Planned Closing Day 

Ro1ary OY IJerwee.11 Co:w mrd w;ndy Pohu Off May 10, /995. The snowp/mr ,,·as 
pu,Jhed by eng;un 4R7 n11d 489. Photo by N. G. Wilson. 

Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad, Inc. 
5732 Osuna Road NE 
Alb uquerque, New Mexico 87109 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Spencer Wilson 
4304 Via De Luna NE 
Albuquerque. NM 87 110 

'Jon 4 1>rotit 
Orgnni1.z.1ion 
U.S. Po:-.tuge 

PAID 
Albuquerque. NM 

Penoi1 No. l 710 

Spencer


