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1996 Historic Preservation 
The Volunteer Work Sessions 

The reum~· a/ O~ier n:plm:ed ll/1 ~evemeen windows of the 
,sec::tio,1 house id1/J historirally corrtc.1 ,mitt These 11,,•ond 
M'i11doh:s. commo11fr dest.·ribed as Dura1tg1> style liith eight 
;11dn1idual glass panes. are double Jumg. Each window was 
also equipped wi,lt a s10nn slwuer o~•erldy llu.tt coma;n,f 
eiglu metal pa,re/s. Th~ nplacemem doors look original bur 
an• of .uandard steel co11stmctio11. They wen~ chosen so that 
in the event of ,·a11cla/ism they co,,Jd ,wsity be nplaced. 
Almosl all of rhe mis~·l,1g siding and ,rim c,s well as alt so/fir 
1rim ~·as irlsralled. 11,e <uMltitm 011 tire wmer umk silk of 
the building lt..tlS completely remcwed a,u/ scrappec/. The 
imeritJr was complt!le/y stripped of 11/1 uo,rorigitwl or 
u,wect.l.\'flf')' walll. Sheetrock. wiring. mul plumbing; 

Change of Operators 
Commission Selects Cape Cod Railroad 

On Oece,nber J. o~rnlion of lbe Cumbrei., & Toltcc Scenic 
Railroad passed from Kyle Railways, Inc .. to George 
Bartholomew, operaior of 1he Cape Cod Railroad. 

ln gi\'ing notice this fall that Kyle Railways would noL be back 
to operate 1he railroad for tl1c 1997 season. President Lynn 
Cecil cited two reasons for this action. First., by che end of 1996 
Cecil will retire. Second. Kyle Railways is changing the focus 
of its business and will be co1lce111.ta1ir1g ir.s effol't..'l on regioonl 
freiglll Line acquisition and opcrntion. Cecil foresees opponum• 

pla,u,lug bega1t on ma1eria/ needs for the imerior rt,rroratiou 
of the bui/di,r/i, 

Because the soffit under the roof overhang of 1he swtio,, 
bwlding was nonexistem. a new .wffil was installed. All of 
r/Je exterior ,vooden sJuuters were rebra'lt and rehiforr:ed to 
help vroiect against vandalism. The fascill areas and 1he 
roofs of the stmion and section house were sprayed with two 
coats of p(ll'nt. Future ,._,._,Ork -w;JJ indude the in.ttal/fuion of 
wi11dows a,ul doors, as well ,,s concrete and grounds work. 
Mu1erir1/sfor 1/,e work ul O.}·ier were obu,intd with Colortido 
gaming fund.\ j(Jr hi...'itoric pre,\rrvutio,L Phmos by 1(m, 
Cnrdin e.xcepr where nmed. See l\hrk Sessi()nS, p(ige 4 + 

tfos in the regional freight busine~~ as a result of the major 
western catrier me.1-ge.1·s. 

The Rallrood Commission is very gr.11eful to Cecil and Kyle 
Railways for 1he mony years of excellent opero1ion ond wish 
him well in bis rclircmcnl. Since the C&TS opcrnlioo h:t.!t 
been one of Cecil's pe1 projects. he has offered to assiM in 
the transilfon to the new operator. 

1n selec-ling the new operator, 1he commission had a difficu11 
choice among Lite three mp contender:-.: Cape Cod Railroad. 
Ohio Central Railro•d. 11nd Gulf and Ohio Railroad. 
Bartholomew has much experience with the tourist railroad 

See Clumge nf O1>erawrs, page 3 + 
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~•p,, Pic:pip~h ~~~ ffWWrWflrr,<~ >._.rt,,uJ~ .. fri,cnJ,.<>I 
1hc Cuml.irc~ &. luttec Scenic Rlulrnad. In;; .. ~"B? o,una Rood NJ , 
Albuquerque. NM S.7109. The Frlt'lld~ of 1hc Cumbm & Toh« S..:eni.c 
R~ilroad. Inc •• is n New Mexico DOllpfOfi1 rorporJUOO, 

the hil:m.b h 1hc olh.:i.al ruust1m1 ,urror1 11cv1.p fvr the Cumhn•11 & 
'totu.•~ Soxnk 1:tail!1'-'11. o. 6,1.milc•l~,ng ~r.111n~ r.ulr(l:.14 uoiJ mu~(l:u 
of r111hom.l lu1;1nry nnd u~dmology hel..-.«n Anl()llllO. C:olor.\dri. ~Di.I 
Ctuimu.. New Mc.ttCO. The railroad is <)wned by Colorado :uld :'>Jc14• 
Mexico 300 is opcr:m:d by Kyle R:Uhu:y1r,, In.:. As the museum wppon 
grutlp, lhe Fri~od~ i~ dei.lic:Ued h-. lbe pr~ru11fon .lll(I ioi.:rrreL1tiun 1•f 
d,~ l'lulrr)ad 

Famil)' membership ffl 1hc Friemb i!> $25.00 per year:: OUI.Sldc the USA 
m~mbersh,p i:. SJS..00. :\II conIrihm11>n~ 11rc fo11~ UlX dc:dlk.'tible and 
\\ 1111\e gratl!Jutly IICCet)l~d Ple:3<,t .,,,.,he ur. lnALl)uquc.rquc. (It c:ill o., tll 
(S0$}88().1111 r11r ln(unt\,J!lo11 ~bt1ttt Ille Fti<!r'ld:.. Th~Cumh~,; & T~lh,.'I.: 
~m~ R:11bo.r.d I'< b<,th II N,111"\1\;ll ,md u S1.11e R,..g,►fc1W 1-t,"h"'K: Slle 

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 

COLORADO Antonito 

Chama NEWME.XICO 
Denver & Rio Grande Railwnv-1880 m 1886 
Denver & Rio Grande Raill'Oad-1886 10 1921 

Denver & Rio Grande We.<1em Railroad- 1921 10 1970 
Cumbrcs & Toltcc Scenic Railroad- 1970 to 1996 

© 1996 FRIENDS OF TIIE CUMBRES & Tome Set'HIC RAILROAD, INC. 

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 
hii summer l88 volunteers 
~c Lo the railroad from 28 

slate~ and New South Wales. 
Australia. LO paniciptllC in 1hc 
work sessions. Almost 25 percent 
were atlcnding for the first time. 
And five of them were tccnagc~. 
1l11'ee working fol' Lhe tii·,L time 
and the mher two coming for 
their se1.:ond sea~on. Thl~ volun· 
teers donn100 over 7500 hours to 
the improvemem of the propetry. 

Equally imponnm as the work of the volunteers and the 
financiaJ (.'Ontributions of all th~ mc::mbcrship Wt.'.!re the many 
instances or a"-~isrnnce 1hat we enjoyed from rhe manage­
ment and employees oftl1e railroad operator. These are 
some of them. Our food cur nnd the boxcars holding our 
tools and materials we1·e spotted next LO d1e engine house. 
the projec, cars were spotted on other tr.u:k~ near the engine 
house. and cars scheduled for pauuing \\re.re moved as 
required 111 1he Chama yard. Drop~bc>nom gondolas \\ere 
taken 10 lhc Friends' RlP Lrnck in An1onito. Tool, and 
materials were minsponed by Oa1 car to and from work 
sites at Cumbrcs, Osier. and Sublcu..:. The operotor made its 
truck available for o·,ps becween Chama and Cumbres to 
carry shingles and other debris n:moved at the roofing 

-pl'OJect. Memben. oftJw cr:idtCrewlfet~il ou1 milE"i,nsr 
crew~ get thcmsel,t:-~ anti mmc-ri~,h to J'emOle locn1i(lns. 
~•fembe~ of the uack crew and an off duty engineer a1so 
helped us move 1wo c.m 0010 lhe property I the one with 
1n.1cks wns easy. the one wit.hou1 trucks made for a day"~ 
wonb of lifting and cribbing, moving. ;md more cribbinR), 
The chief of che ~hop crew made a trip to Antonico to weld 
broken structural members of the gondoh1S so that rcdeck.ing 
could proceed. The diesel switcber 100k up temporary 
re~idence on the track next to the shon reefer to supply 
compressed air 10 operate hydraulic jack-, borrowed fro1n 
the shop to misc the reefer so 1he crew could chock the 
tiujag of truck bolster pitci::; fabric.:ated by tht: 1e:,1m leade-1'. 
One day the helper engine pulled three of the sheep cars 
alongside of the stock pens to check 1bc Iii or the 1wo 
recons11,,c1ed chuie:; (Jlerrecl). And Chama volumeers were 
treate<I on the last day of the session to the sight or sc•ffold• 
ing re1urning from Cumbl'e~ on Lhe most able vehicle 
available-the tender of the helper cn~ine. 

You k.now from news cJ..ewhere in this isl!ue Ihm 1his ~ear.on 
marics the end or our association with Kyle Railways as the 
railro::1d openuor. Our deepest 1Jl.imks m them fol' thei r 
<.~ntribuUons to the property and Lo the work of Lhc. Friends. 
\Ve look forwal'd to building the same kind of relationship 
with the new operator of the railroad and contributing to 
their $uccess. You c:.m help by leuin.g frie-nds. acquaintances 
(and total strangers if you're gregarious). hobby shop 
owner~. and tra\'d ~genb k.now abou1 thi~ gre.:.11 1r-.1in ride. 

- Terri Shaw _., 
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Narrow Gauge 
Convention 
The Friends were represenled tu lhis 
year's National Narrow Gauge 
Convention held in Durango, Colo-. 
rado, from September 18 to 2 1. 
Congrnmlaiion.s 10 member Terry 
Woolsey for recei\'ing an award ror 
color photography. 

The La Plata Co11t11y Fairground, 
provided a very good h.111 in which IO 
exhibit our books. ha.ts. sweat1,hins. 
and \\Ork session videos. Members 
:,,,t.afting the booth were Sam and Jamie 
March. Marvin and Dorothy Sandmire, 
Fnmk Mdly. '\Vnync Frccark. Howard 
Bume, and Kevin Brue<. About S 1.500 
of mcrchandl5c was sold, ::in increase 
from pa:,t conve.ntions. Thanks go to 
Judy Lock for her MSismnce in 
M:lecting the inventory senl to 
Durango and 10 Bob Manthey-Zorn 
and Mike Du~gan for ttans1:>0n111g the 
111etehnndise back lO Chama aflcr the 
convention. Ten new me111beN:h1J)S 
wer~ received a1 the convention. 

The 1997 convention will he held in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. August 20-23. 'f' 

Stamps 
Still 

.Available 

Packets of twemy, 29.cent 
postage s1;l01ps commcmor~tling 
nmetecnth century steam 
locomo1ivcs arc stiU available 
from the Chama I>0sI oflice. 
The~c stamps were first placed 
on sale in Chama on July 28. 
1994. the First Day of Issue. 
The stamps depict famous 
Amcrican·typc steam locomo-­
uves buih between 1855 and 
1893. Each packet oftwemy 
stamps is $5.80, and 1hcrc are 
no :>hipping or handling charges. 
Orders should be sen, 10 Post­
ma~u:r, Chama. New Mexico 
87520. Checks should be made 
out 10 Postmaster. 

Vol. 9 No. 4 

The Frie,ub· · booth ti/ 1he /996 National Nttrrow Gaug,, Com•e,rfio11 was staffed by 
1•0/imteers thro,,glwut the comre,uion 's four Joys. from left. Jim Ltn·cock u,/ks 
with Man>i11 Smulnun, Sam Marr:h. and Howard Bumi. Phow by Jamie Mare/,. 

George Bar1/w[(,mf;lv partkipmed in the Boord of Directors meeting heh/ in 
Co/tJrado Springs 011 November 8 (Ill(/ 9. Shown here (ji'om left), Wayne Freellrk. 
Robin Kum/er (in batkgmurtd}. Droke Rite. 8t1rtho/ome.w, ,11ul Rog'.'r Brigg.v. 
Pharo bv Ars NicholJ. 

Change of Operators 
Co,uinu~d /mm page I 

industry. participating in the start-up of 
1he Green Moun1ain R"Hroad in 1964 
and owning and operaung the steam 
powered Eda"illc Railroad from 1970 
10 1992. He started up 1he Cape Cod 
RniJro:1d ror lOurisL excursions and 
dinner trains in 1989. He also had 1op 

C&TS Dis patch 

re.:tpOnsibiJity in Lhe sl~1rt-up of both 
Bay Colony ( 1982) and Seminole Gul f 
(I 987) freight railr<>ads. 

Bartholomew Is ecstatic to be Ihe new 
open11or of 1hc C&TS. and he is 
looking fo1ward 10 increasing rider~hjp 
of 1he railroad through an aggressive 
and crearive matl..eting r,rogmrn. • 

Page 3 



At Sub/rue. ,·olmueers p(1foted tht' ,ft>Nio,r lu>u:,e in the green 
und white color :icheme represemutfre of the abo11du11mem 
period (ca. 1940-1970). The entire Jtrm·11,re receiw!.ll one 
coot of white point (md o setond coor was app/Wd to ,u-ells 
uposeil 10 ei1her J'frQng sim/ight or high snow pack. Trim 
11n:a$ w~re puimecl with Hme green pa;,u, In addition, wood 
preserwuive ( equal rm,01m1s of linseed oil at1d mineral spirits) 
was applied 10 the porches; the pl),wood wlndow C'O\'ers were 
painted flat bl'1<·k. At the rn111e\·t of K)'le Rnilways, the 
Jpeeder ,·hed (an old narrow gauge bo.tcor) M·m· also pai,rted 
iu the while tmJ green color scheme. With the exterior 
work m S1,bleue e.uenrially complne, thtfinal work/or 
apptcJttlllt:t: rmd lllmQ.\p/Jert will be UJ propose window tmd 
door cm1ering.t in 1997. more t1tttt1ctit:e hue.As secJn-t as 
the e.xistinR window cm•ers. 

Volunteers also compkted several jobs ltft over from 
prevWus year3•: (a)a secvnd coal of,rhite was applied 10 the 
nurthjudng roofof1he cou/ bunker; (b) wood pr,sem11fre 
wc1J applied to the po,..:hes of the two bunk houses; tmd (c) 
1he mud sills of the coaf bunk.er a,,d $h;ugle bunk house 
wue al.to r()(ue,t with preserw.11ive. 

T!,e CJumm ywJ w<tS tlttt lu!tulquarfer.\ for the regi,Wratitm 
of 1·olumeers am.I tile udmiuis1ra1ion of the worl.. se3-sion.s 
aml the site of rhe to<Jl, ftmd P"fHJratim,, pm'111, lumber. (.mil 
storage Cllrs, HVrkit1g oU/ of the fol.>d prepnrmio11 car, the 
boxcar l1111ch volunteers prepll-red I ,054 lum.:hes orer the 
rwo•week period of the work sl'.\'J'i(ms. 11,e. Friends thank 
Maureen Gonurles at the. Chama Marker for fill mg orders 
10 the leuer a11d donmmg <1 gorgeous decorated cake for the 
annual mee#ng. Tlla1tks also go to Ralph at 1hc Chama 
Bar•h•que for prowdm!{ tht Friends with <I comfof/abl.e 
plac~ 10 meet a11d ear a,,d makmg the annual nieeting 
dinner o delicious and expedltious meal. 

Al Antomto, the easrem termim,~ vf the C& TS, vobm1een· 
H'orked cm drop·bottom gondola,.., 0769 1111d 0774, fl!m<wing 
rotted a,id detoyed drop doon. t:emtr decking, am/ 
ifllermediule center .\·ills. Wlum the 1,:011dolas were .\'uitably 
''field stripped, .. uew it11ennedia1e sills were Jiued and new 
Ctllftr decking was insralled. Neh' drop door.t and bumper 
block.f were construcred➔ All new i,'00(/ was rough s1.1wrd 
gree,r (J(Jk bought by Kyle Railv.•,1ys ill em, Texas. Work was 
tlidc.'d /Jy the tteH,· table saH1s and drill press insUJ/ted ;,, }-(Jr, 

Knox. the Friends"facilil)· in ,he Amonito yard south of the 
car slrop. and by the additio,ia/ elec1rical nutfttS it1s1alled 
011 the 0111.side of the l,ui((liug earlier in the s1mu11e1: 

Also <U Antoni/II, a tn1m uf mlunJf!en' dill a compn~lwmfre 
ru·,·essme11t ofrhe short C1.)/')(){}St! (shown at left). which ;s 
park£d ar the enrm11ce to the C&TS depot parkinR area in 
Amom/0. The caboose sits on a pair ojfreighl car trucks and 
i•ery little of the arigitwl mewl hare/waft' remaius. The 
caboose body ;s the properly of th~ mi/ro(ld ,·ommission, 
although i1 ,toes 001 appear 011 rhe commission's e9uipment 
roster. The ilSJ·essmem team loaued the 111u11ber 011 tl,e 
caboose ,md tmtheuticmed it us RiCJ Grmule 0579. Tl1e}' al~o 
preµored t, prt>p(Hol fnr tht' Tf'SWrmio,1 of this shnrt rai>o(J.M. 
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This vear the r>la11 at Cm11bres wa.f to replace the t'ntirt roof 
aud the broke11 rafters 011 the east/ace of the seC'lion houst>. 
Due w th, di,tcm·ery of muen ,lecking ar,d broken mfters on 
,1,,. north ft1ct. only the east and north faces were compleled,· 
the south/CJCt will be done in 1997. The rafur.tmt rite east 
fiu:e had brok£11 repea1edl)1 because of the huge comice of 
WfJW th(lt forms tht!re every wimer. To remedy 11,i.s problem, 
new t'()mJN.#lt! tajiers co11Ji.fting of two 2 x 6s Oil each side 
of a Jl/6-im.·h sceel plat" wtft' iu:unlled on 1/,e etutface. This 
n:qu;,td re.nwrfng r,m QJJ/y the old shingle~·, bm the old deck 
and rnjiers fl..f well. On 1/te ,1onltface, only 1/Je s/J;r,gles and 
tler:k had lo be re.moved. A ueM' fOOfoffelt,furring strips, 
and smvn cedt1r shingles was i,walled. Tlte mt1lerials, as 
aJ 0.fier, wen ob,ained with Colorado gamlng funds/or 
hL'-uoric presen1atio,r, 

Al,w, ;,, 11,<' CJruma }'tJrd. volmurer.f made <-onsiderable 
progrt.f.S in nstori,;g rt/rigur11nr car I 57. Tl1e 
uc:c.'Omplislune111S i11duded rep/acemefll of roof walk saddles 
and decking. Jt'fi.,.tide /Uscio and ,umbrake crown fascia, and 
llte left tlnor jam header. Also. temporary 0111er ice hatches 
wen im·ra//ed to protect a~amst rlre wcml1er. 1/re msted 
metal roof c,round the ict hatches was repaired, and ll{!W 

freigJu doors were IA,ilt and bu·1alled cm 1he U,ft side of tlu: 
car. In order lo mahuain 1he stmcJural i111t:grily cif rhe u,r it 
wns tlt-temri11ed that bmh the header aiu/ 1he sill 1tted 
rrpairing (tt lttrge piece of tire sill 1,a_f drv rOI). 1'hrough 
consultarion wiJI, re1ired D&RGW C'onnen John Carw11 illld 
Hawley Seely. ii,, as de1enninetl 1ha1 approximately 16 feet 
of the l1eader wifl need replacement as w,'/1 J2feet of the ,"till., 
The riilu side of the car, where 1he :riding 1wr.)· ~ mtn:ed, wa~ 
l'ovc,red with plywood lo prole<.:t the JYJmmning slmc:ture from 
1he wec11her. 

Thel'e are 1}111:e loading ,·hute.~ aln11g the west side ofrl,e 
stock pens tll Clumw. The north c:hute is/or sheep. the south 
clime is for <·a11I~, and rlie middle clune is com·eni/Jle. 
lumdling elther flwep or can le. Tl1is year the i•olwueers 
comple1ed work begtw last year i11 restoring the rom·rrtible 
rlutte. 1l1 accommrxltue bmlt c:alfle arid sheep, afoldbig 
up1>er lt!w!I j1oor i,f mtad1ed to the dulte. When thej1o(Jr ;s 
fMdtd up, conle are loaded; wh,:11 dmrn. \·heep are lt>tuletl 
A gme M'Orks m c.onjwrr:tfon will, th~ folding JU>or, po:.itioned 
for eilher call le or J'lrtep. At lite end of the dwte, four ,l'liditr>? 
:ilde Jenctsfi/1 tire go1> 1,erween the end of the chwe and 1ht 
cardu,.;ng lcH.tdilrg. /11 addi1io11 to restoring 1hefoldingj1oor. 
the gale, and the ft11cts, the ,•o/unteen also n-constmcted rhe 
J>el'somwl walks atwched to the ramp all(/ d,ute. 

, ,.. ., ---,-- -----:;----,--
✓ " 

Jn lite Cham.a ytud, wQrk conti,,uerl Jir,m last \'ear Ott lite 
underfmrne of D&RGW sl1or1 nfrigera1or car 55. Several 
pleces offrome werefahricated befi,re tile work sesJ'io11. 
Quet'n po.w cas1ir1g.f were mounted on the needle beams, 
holes were drilled in the truck l>olsters. and measttl'<'mems 
were wken fol' de:;igning replacement tmss rods. The greatest 
tffort thi.f summer was the tempora,y in.)~talJaHon c~f tlu, bolly 
bolster pieces and t/Je bouom straps, 
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, 
\lolunteers m Chama ,,._•orked or, sheep cars 5549. 5674. and 
5553, removirr., the old roofi'1g from e11ch car. Cars 5549 a,rd 
5674 n,quired 11ew purlmes. (.md alJ lhree (.:ars arquired t1en1 
tongue and groo••e roofi,1g: t/1(' rr.>()fs rean·ed two CO<lH' of 
blad.: pui,u. Nel, ,vof walks were ins tolled ,m 5549 and 
5674. Ou ,'Ur 5549. tht· second t!Pcf.. was swhili:.cd ,md, ()11 
this ce1r and 5674. somefi1scia bt)a.ttl.f were rcpku·ed and 1w1, 
,rew doo,s lw,ig. One doo, 011 ca,· 5553 Wd\' reused. tfll 1hrt?e 
cars are now complete. fwith the excep1io11 of rhe nmning 
gear). 

The car paiming c,-ew at Chama palmed eight cars: gmulolas 
11./9, 1268, 1456, /534. tmd 1557 and dmp-lm1tom grmdnla< 
728. 783, cmd 787. &1d1 car receivetl rwo roats ofa,r 
arr:r/k, '1igh-gtvss . .,._.(lier-based pai,rl. The mMdors of1l1e 
<·cm; were sprayecl wi1h ,, linseed <1il wul paim thinner 
mi.xt,,rl'. 

The mill work team machined and assembled materh,J fnr 
fiwt sheep.car doors and refurbished a sixrh. The 1eam also 
in.rrall.ed thR deckirrg on a.f1ar car that was St'IU ow!r to 
Chama/mm Amrmito. 

nit maitue11011ce-of-'tlt·uy ,,am Cfwered tltir,y miles of r.he line 
f>)' speeder am/ a1101her three miles 011/001. TJte ,•ol1mteers 
11reparedjtJJ1r 1111/eposrs and six whistle bt,ards. They also stt. 
J){Ji111ed. and Lc.'lfered one new mUepo:.1 and six ,u•w whlstle 
boards and pai'nted, touched up. and lett.ered m,my othc•r 
milepos1s and 'H'histle boards as ~·ell as other \'tgns. T11e 
Cumbres section house sign \,·c,.s also rcqxume,I. Photo by 
Jim Gross. 

n,e lt•1ttri11g ,~re\1' fwd gondola 1557 and drop-bottom 
gtmtlola 728 reatlv for rhe fril'IU/j•• Frei Rh I Tram to To/tee on 
July 27. The crew also .finished 1he. letterbrg on 11urn_,. orher 
curs l1.1 Chama d.S well as the remai11l11g fh'O cars needing 
le1tering in 1/Je display ,rain at A111<miw. clmp·hmu,m 
~ondola 801 a"d stock car 5747. 
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lnspecrio,1 Cur MW.OZ i.i u ,\i.r•(XlfSe11ger railc:or nrfgi,wfly built by Ft,irmont. 
pmbtJh/y in 1he 1930s. It is f)QWeretl by,, Ford V-8 of alxmt /9Jl ~,,mage. It wtu 
last Q/)l!Tflled m 1982. Tlte teum 'J· objeclfrr w,,s to c,ssess 11s me,:htmicof co11d11w11. 
[nf/uding un overheming problem. Tlte engine prc,ved surprisingly easy to ~um 
ojitr founee,t ytt1r,;;. Tl,,, seam bt,i/etl om tlu! radfrl,or and ~,,b~rirwe,I a nt'w ""P tn 
i11rrea:ft! the b1)i/iltg f)Oinl. but it will bt> ue.xt year hefon, th~ tt!Jimute te.fl-11 trip 
up ro Cumbres. Tlte tetw, al.w rewired t/Jl! l!ttlire elrr1rical s-:,·stem. There lln souut 
mt.>cluwical deruils to ,me,ul to ne.n yeur bejf)rt the car ,wt be im·p1:c1ed t111d taken 
ow on ,Ire road. Another ,eam exam;ued and plwtogrophcd rondres 054. 0252. 
0292. and 0452 11ith the objetti,·e of de, elupit1.l? " 3trt1le,t?, for th,, repdir and 
tl'st,,mlum of the CfXlchf!\ m ffltlflofl w the mwlable fa<:llllle.'f ,md the Friends' 
CCJµt,hilitifj. 71,e ('{Jl1,·hes will 11eed Ulensit•e siding artd roof replacemell/ before 
imedor n•.,torati011 nm ht Slllrtrd. 

VOLUNTEER ROSTER-1996 
WORK SESSIONS 

Work Ses..~ions A, 13. 3nd C. Some 
voluntel.!r~ worked at more than one 
site nnd on more 1han one 1eain. bu1 
space docs nol allow multiple listings. 
Please lei 1he Albuquerque office know 
of any errors or omissions. 

*team lender 

ANTONITO 
Drop-Bottom Gondolas: 

Tom Casper C 
Kevin Corwin C 
Lynn Daugheny B 
*\Vaync: Frccad B. C 
Tom Garland C 
Timo1hy Gay B 
Gail Gish C 
Scou Hardy C 
Bob Kelly C 
Jim Laycock B. C 
Gary McMills B 
Bob Mundis B 
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Jim Rhmehon C 
*Dr.i.ke Rice B 
Ken Rice R 
Robert Rogers B 
Warren Smalley C 
Ken Spencer B 

Caboose 05 79: 
Lyle Anderson B 
•Bill Kepner B 
Warren Ringer 8 

Chronicler: 

CHAMA 

Fra11" t-.<faly C 
TimSmilll B 

Sile Administr:Jlion:. 

Car 053: 

•Ralph G. Flowers A. B. C 

Ralph A. r-Jowers B 
•Keith Hayes B 
An Sherwood B 

C&TS Dispatch 

Dick Smith B 

Lettering: 
• Dick Caldwell B. C 
Robin Kumler IJ 
Malcolm Merrihew R 
George Swain B. C 
Nancy Wade C 
Terry Woolsey B 

Car 1>ainLlng: 
Janice Aasen C 
John Blake B, C 
Par Boardman 8 
Terry Boardman 8 
Leslie Doran B 
Jarne!> Gri~c:rui C 
John Hamilton B. C 
Susan LcMmon B 
l)on Nicholls ll 
Judy Pran C 
*:Mar\'in Sandmirc B 
Terry Schultz C 
Gus Wun.rer C 

Chronicler: 
*Bob Hayes 8 
Orvi lie Pruit C 
Tern Shaw B,C 
Joyce Shostrom A, B. C 
KeItJ1 Shostrom A. B~ C 

Flat Car Redecking: 
Don Dayhuff C 
Bill Lock B 
Bill Schultz C 

Food Preparation: 

MOW: 

Dotis Aker:,, 8 • C 
Aha Berkstresser C 
*Mary Cardin A, B. C 
Gloria Dayhuff C 
Nancy Gordon B.C 
Val Heber< C 
Genie Hixon A 
Manha Mackey C 
Mary Meuler B 
Mimi ~,lilheim C 
Dorollly Sandmirc B 
Joan Sand; A, B 
Mona Tull) B 
Di11neVo, B 
8111 Weinrod B 
Anne \\'oolsey 8 

Wade Hall B, C 
Diana McGuinnes.., B. C 
Nfll'1Cy Nordell& C 
•Cal Smnh C 
Peter Smith C 
Jim Gros:-. B, C 

Page? 



MW02: 
Kevin Bruce B 
Don Smi1b B 
• Art Randall B, C 

CM 157: 
Andy Bruce B 
Norm Bruce B 
David LeMmon 8 
John Lock B 
Bill Mackey 8 
• Al Smucker B 
Prank Smucker B 
Josh Smucker B 

Registr.ttion: 
Georgiana Thurston B. C 
*Howard l:lun1e A. 8, C 

Mill Work: 
*Roger Briggs A , B, C 
Wayne TI1urs1on B. C 

Sheep Cars: 

Car 55· 

*Roy Blizzard. Jr. B. C 
JimGrahnrn B 
Tony Kassin 8. C 
Irv Milbeim C 
Jim Paules C 
Craig Sulhcrland B 
BobTully B 

Andrew Dahm C 
Man Jameson C 
Jay Samuels C 
Wendy Wham C 
*Randy Worwag C 

Si:,ff PholOgrapher: 
Tom Cardin A. B. C 

S1ock Pens: 

Survey: 

George Berkslresser B. C 
Jeff Gordon B,C 
•Malcolm Mackey C 
Lee Rinerbusb B 
Jack Schuh 8 
*Fred Springer B. C 

• Bob Ground A, B. C 
• Kip Merker A 

Tool Car. 
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Dave Sands A, B, C 
Guy Combe B 
Chuck Emery B 
Gordon Pomes B 
Art Koerber A. B 
• Don Meizler A. B, C 
*Bob Seller C 

Videographer. 
Dave Vos B 

CUMBRES 
Chronicler: 

Ed Wal1011 A, 8 

Section Hou~e: 

OSIER 

•Bob Akers B • C 
Phil Barney C 
Don Billi,> B 
Rhonda Biggs 8 
Dave Bohl C 
*Roger Breeding A. 8 
Noreen Breeding A 
Donald Byrne A 
Cbuck Curran C 
Dave Curran C 
John DeRosa A, B 
Tom Donovan B 
Earl Drexler C.: 
David Ferro B 
*Blake Forbes B 
Carol Anne Freeman A 
Dave Freeman C 
Jerry Gorwch 13 
Jack Hahn B 
lxs Hebert C 
Cunis Hixon A 
Al Judd A. B 
ManJudd B 
Lourn Kanuncrer 8 
Craig Kwnler B 
Don MucCornnck B 
Phil McDonald B. C 
Don Richter C 
Mike Schroeder 8 
Ste"• Schroeder B 
Dick Sons C 
Anirn Taylor B 
Timo1hy Taylor 8 
Allen Van Hooscar C 
Ktu·en Van Hoosenr C 
James Walton A 
Nicholas Wilson A 

Section House: 
Gene BalderslOn A 
Kirk Binning A, B 
Don Bush B 
Louis Hazelwood A 
Nick Hede.osten C 
Emmanuel Lopez A. B 
*Sam March B. C 
*Ted Norcross A. B 
Kyle Norcross A, B 
Michael Pacheco A. B 
Eric Rinehari C 
Dan Robbins B 

C&TS Dispatch 

John Rupley A 
Mike Serna A 
Dan Vaughan 8 . C 
David Hamihon A. B. C 

Chronicler: 
Brian Knou B 

SUBlffiE 
Sec.lion House 

lld Barsachs ll 
Dougta., ChriSlensen B 
• Jim Hcm>n B 
Jackie Uirsch B 
K=n Morrison B 
Ed Mourilscn B 
Jeff Osborne B 
Rohen Rosenberger B 

Chronicler: 

Survey: 

Rollie Hirsch B 

•Richard Cowles B 
Karen Cowles B 

Trains 
Trains c.rains, 

Oh beautiful trains. 

Wheels lhaL crunch. 

Wheels that guide. 

Steam and smoke from 

1he bison's mouLh. 

Trains can be swif1. 

Trains can be slow. 

Trnins cli mb high. 

Where we need 10 go. 

Big black bison like trains. 

Sieck shiny streamlined trains. 

Trains of the pas1 

Trains of today. 

Oh beautiful trains. 

May 1hey be here 10 Slay. 

-Bea Bempke 
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FRIENDS LIBRARY: 
A Report 
By SJHncer W,'f.um 

Your .. chief' librarian is delighted to 
re1l0n 1h01 the tibrnry of 1he Friends 
oflhe C&TSRR 1s up •nd running­
and bas already been used by a 
researcher. We currcnt..ly have 
cnialogued over 140 i1ems. The 
top1c.s range from narrow gauge 
rn.ilmaclb IOl"-arly and nalion wide. 
rolling Mock, 111dividual nnrrow 
gauge road"· and hi"1oric preser\'a­
tion on the railroad~. to our own 
Cumbrc,, & Toltcc and a few gcneml 
historie..~: for in~ta1lCe, Wh11e·s Tlie 
American Railroad Fn>ighr Car. 
Jensen's Rai/roadv in America, 
Hihon·~A,n:trican Narrow Gauge 
Railroads: also. the works of 
Donnan, Myrick, and Os1erwald. as 
well as those of the Colorado 
Railroad Museum; Dan Murphy's 
New Mexico (which the Friend• al;o 
sell), and 3 brand [ICII, book by 
Rohert Ju1yan, Tlw Plure Name,\ (rf 
N~M M~ co. a \ ·tr.)· hand) rcfcrcoce 
tool. So )'OU see. we are accumulat­
ing n nice cros\ section or nccessarv 
books. We do have limned funds f~r 
purchasing relevrun books, but 
donations are certainly encouraged. 
We would ccnainly like 10 have_ the 
following books which specifically 
concc.m our railroad. As noted in Thf' 
Hi~mrir Pre,en·Wi(m Swdy: 
Gordon Chappell's. "Farewell to 
Onnbres" in Colorado RaU Annulll, 
1967: Rohen A1hearn's, Rebel of 1he 
Rockies; George Andcrron aod 
Herben 0. Brayer\, "Willfam 
Blackmore. A Caso S1udv in the 
Economic Developmenr ·or the West" 

Internet Addresses 

Philip McDonald, 
Nederland, CO 
mcdo11aJd@fsl.nooa.gov 

Don Richter. 
Denver, CO 
I 02130.1 616@compuserve.com 
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in Kansas 11\>Jt; Lucius Beebe and 
Charles Clegg. Narroll' G,w11e i11 1/re 
Rockils and Rio Grande. The works of 
Gil Lathrop. former railroader, who 
wrote Uule Engme.s a,rd Bi$ Mt11. nod 
Rio Gn111de G/00 Days. Then 1he 
mile-by-mile and roster of mouve 
power by Bob LeMa1sena in Rio 
Gronde ... Tn the Padfi<! Pllul T. 
Warner's unicles on "Steam Locomo­
dves of the Den\·er & Rfo Grande 
'Nc)lem .. were rcpnnted in Pod/k 
Roilw<1y Jormu,t Another rosier or 
locomouves of 1he D&RGW was 
published by the Colorado Railroad 
Mu;eum in l%3. These ruld more 
would add real dcplh to our reference 
collection. Keep your library rn nund! 

In uddi1ion 10 books. we haven large 
11umber or periodicals rela11ng 10 
railroad~. modeling, hi~toric presen·a• 
tion. and the Ilk Thc:,c have been 
soned as lO title, date. and duplication. 
bul no decision has yet been rnnde 
about wha1 10 keep, sell, or donate to 
some other library. The original idea 
was for ~ 10 be \1Cry limited and keep 
only !hose issues related directly to the 
nano\\· gauges ,n C'olomdo and New 
Mexico. In the process of sorting. your 
librarfon noted how manv differem 
publications bad man}' articlc-s. and 
ph<>•ographs relatlng to our inrere"s. 
Obviously, some very careful 1hought 
mu.:,t go into a dechdon regarding the 
disposition of these JOurnaJs. Some 
journal runs arc very incomplete. while 
others cover many yenr.c.. For example, 
we do have Narrow Gauge and Shon 
line Gu:em., rro1n Volume I ro 1he 
present. We also have Sn. Mode/tr 
from k.~ue J\o. I 10 the p(esem. Both 
of these publications are noted for 
anicl,:s on the oan'Ow gauge rallroads. 

Marvin Sandmire. 
Ceucc::rville, UT 
Drgw463@ix.netcom.com 
(address change) 

We will print e-mail addresses of 
members. Please M:nd the editor an e­
ma11 message 01' a Jeuer with your e­
mail address requesting 1ba1 we print it, 

C&TS Dispatch 

On the other hand, for Pacific News, 
later Pacific· Rail News, our holdings 
run only from Jun< 197210 1991. 
There arc. however. a number of 
nnlcles thal would interest a re­
searcher or reader. 

We have coialogued many govern­
ment documents. redcr.tJ and state. 
and CX"pect to receive many more. 
Your librarian 1s 11ot aware of any 
central repository or railroad related 
report~ coming from New Mexico 
and Colorado agencies. In pru,:iculnr, 
the New Mexico Highway and 
Trnnsportadon agency produces a 
number of such reporis. We have 
reques1ed that 1hey send a copy of 
such rcpons to this library. This 
requcs1 could mean 1h01 your library 
becomes 1he only central colJection qf 
rail--related development!-. in New 
Mexico. This i~ an exci1ing prospect, 

We h.ave also sta.rte<:I cataloguing the 
photogmphic collection. Your 
librarian is experimenting with his 
own negatives. photographs. and 
slides before moving on to more 
important collec1ions. This business 
of a phmographic archive also calls 
for proper archival storage. This. lancr 
maner i~ expensive-acid free boxes 
and such arc essential for safe storage 
of pb<>togn,phs. nego1ive,, Jnd slides. 
Also. archivM materials. old railroad 
re<:ords. e1c., have no, vet beco 
ca1alogucd for largely ihe"amc 
rc:.a~ons. Bul. we arc in business, so 
:,end thc~e hooks., magazine.~. 
photographs, and memorabilia along. 

Spencer WUso,r fa• 11 dirtcror' 0/11,e 
Friends mu! former membt!r fJj the 
Cumbres & To/tee Seen«· Rmlro<1d 
Commission. ,f 

Visit the Friends' 
Web-Site at 

http://ourworld. 
compuserve.com/ 

homepages/drichter/ 
focts.htm 
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PRESERVATION PERSPECTIVE: NO. 6 

B)' Kei1/J £. Haye.,. AIA 

Wood and Water 

In the summer issue. I described some 
of th¢ plarmjng that wa~ done last 
winter in preparation for 1he wotk that 
was scheduled for Railway Post Office 
(RPOJ/Cook Car 053 Lhi, pa,1 ,ummcr. 
The mail cal' had been measured. 
drawn up. and the physical condi1 ion 
of the structure assessed. We had 
iden1111ed that ~,e end beams. plmfom, 
decks, and ~teps required replacemen1 
with new wood, 

Once we ldcn1ified the three major 
structural pieces rhat requiret.1 rc.1,lace• 
mcnl for ,ofe operation. I called Rolph 
Flowers (Projects Commiuc<: Cochairl 
wilh a material order. Our work 
invol\'cd replacing both end beams. 
wood 1x1rts which measure 8 by 12 
inches by O\'Cf 7 feel long! ln my 
conver~ations with E;:irJ Kooob. I 
found out structural members like 
these are 111:,dc of oak-preferably 
white oak, which i:-. more re,;,istanL 10 
decay rui-d insects. 

Ralph was able 10 locate a source for 
uur oak pans in Texas, but there! was 3 

problem. If you have ever cul down ti 

tree. or sough, firewood. you know 
there is a lot of mo1smre io fre1;hly cul 
wood. As wood dries, however. it can 
ch1-rnge <.hnpc-crack and wr1rp. 
Construction lumber ic. k1tn.drie<l; it is 
baked to reduce Lhe moisture content to 
an CLCCCptable level. ln our case. we 
planned 10 use a les ... sophisticated 
method: nme. lo April. tJ1e pans were 
~hipped to Chamo. where thry will air 
dry over' the conung wintc:r. Af1er 12 
months. the wood will be sufficienlly 
dry lo cut lo sb~1pc and 1nst~lll on 053. 

Thus the projec1 will be done in two 
pans over l\\iO summers. This has 
lx:ncfit:-. and drawbacks. 

This piu;:1 .,ul!liru;r, Roger Brigg:-. an~ 
I led a team that disassembled one 
plntfonn. We photographed and 
videOLaped the work as we went along 
to learn how to pu1 the parts back 
togerher again. Dick Smith nnd I al:,0 
inventorkd and measured :-111 the p,m,. 
including steel pan., like nuts and 
bolts. In this way "e wiU be more 
prepared next ~ummer to Cimsb I.he 
project. Finally. "'c had 1he bener.t of 

Inspecting 053 (leueml as T.P.R.R. No. 159) in 1/,e Clut111ll yard. 
Pltoro hy Tom C,mlin. 

P11gc 10 C&TS Dispatch 

in1er\1iewing two retired D&RGW 
carmen. John Carson and Howley 
Seeley. and got some insights on how 
the railroad did the work in the pa~L 

The drawback i:.. thal lhe work will 
,akl;! 1wo ,;uou)1~r'\. The car will be 
panially disassembled. and the 
couplers removed. requiring special 
care if it ic; rnoved. Thi.! bod) has been 
cove1'1!d for the wuuer. ao<l we have 
taken cxtr.i precautions to protect any 
pla1forn1 noo~-. and ,·rrmnies Lhill 
became expo,ed as pan of our wort, 
whkh might be su.sccpriblc to snow 
occumulation. 

So 1hm ic; the plnn. As you con $CC, 
whco you '!il.art a prcscf\ aiion project. 
>Ou can ne\'er be quite ,ure \\'h:.1l you 
will learn. or wba1 the foibks wiU be. 

Lt,1 tin~. I discusl>¢d how we choM" 
which pans to replace. ln the March­
April I 996 issue of locomotil'" & 
Railway Prt'!-en·arlm1 1here is a grea1 
c:-.:-rt) on 1hi, wpic a., pan of ;1n ankle 
on-you gue~d it-wood! The issue 
ol,;o ha!\ o super orricfe on the Frie11ds. 
If you do not subscribe to L&RP. 
c.:vpiei, rooy be purchased r ron1 th~ 
f'nends' Albuquerque office. Another 
fine pc.riodic:ll 1..hat is broader in ~c.:opc 
is Preserw11io11 Maga:,il1e. 1'his is the 
publication of the National Trusl for 
llistoric Pre~rvm1on. ond 1he mag:i­
zioc is a mcmben,hip benefit To le.am 
morl! :1bou1 1he Nmio11al Tn1,1~ caJI 
\800) 944-6847 

Keith's c,,lum,t appt•W'j' re,:ufar/y in the 
C& "J:S Vispmc/1. ~ 
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Fl{()M THE Ml)l)ELER'S VIEWPl)INT: N(). f> 

8.1· £d "f/oomer" 11\dmn 

Preparing to Build a Basic 
Model Railroad Module 

I Ii! I am B-A-C-K ! 

Busrness 1>ursu1ts. effons a1 phom­
gr:,phing the Chicago & No1th Wesiem 
before ii is totally obliterated by the 
Unio11 P,1cific. und two summer\\ urk 
sessions al Cumbres Pass have been 
keeping me hopping. But here we :ire 
again! Ready? 

If you recall, in past arucles in ~,e 
Dispmch (Spring and Summer '961. I 
made :,ugg~tion~ about variou~ 
modules thm could he ensil) built and 
mm.sported or incorporated mlo aJ1 
~xi.sting/new layout. Now I wwu to 
provide rnform:uion about consu·ucting 
one of three module type• that could be 
used in a lnyou1. 

I 've chosen a ··basic'' module Lhat is a 
tecwngulnr bn, \\<hO~c g.ro~i, width ib 
30 inchc, by 72. mchc\. As I mcmionetl 
m I.he summer issue. when one 1s 
bolted t(t uao1bcr of i,imiJar design. 
they stand 30 1/-1 inches tall-and are 
easily transpom,blc. From personal 
experience. one pel"Son using a lwtr 
wheel earl can easily load. lr.mspon. 
and :-.e1 up these modules. 01her 
modules shown in the Spring 1996 
issue of,he Di1p01ch arc modified 
versions of the ··basic" design. Their 
construction will be considered in later 
issues. 

The~c modules are good for HO. 
HOn\, Tr, N, and 7. scules. I have '\een 
longer modules up to eight feet for S, 
0. On1 and O scule.,.. but six-foot uni,~ 
arc most con,•ement to build and 
manspon. 

rr you decide 10 11)' the "basic .. 
module. for gre"ter efficiency m tbc 
use of mateiiab. build two, since 
mmerial'> lil:e plywood. Ma'--Onitc, and 
Styrofoam come in economical 2 x S 
or 4 x 8 dimensions. 

Ready for .. hammer .. 111ne? Orear! Ru1 
lirst. k.t 's do some rcl!-earch. J heard 
that on t.he first day scicruistS began 
work in Los Alamos. NM. on develop~ 
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An expladed ,·iew of all the piece$ n~cessary to co,iJmu:J the bas le modu/.e. 

ment of ,he aromic bOlilb. 30 of some 
90 scientists on Lhe prnjecl slaned by 
fi rs, obrnining library cards! They did 
Lhe.ir homework. Ou,· homewol'k begins 
\\-ilh i, dc.1ailcd ,tud}' or the thrct:. 
pJClUrcs 10 lhc Summer 1996 issue ol 
I.he Dbpntch. page 8. 

Some modifications m ~trenglhen 1he 
e1lds and legs or the module were 
adopted after the pho,ographs were 
made. More <lbOut I.hat la1cr. Comp<U'C 
lhe completed module with the 
"exploded" parts view and the Bill of 
Material~ in chis issue. Don't do 
anything unlil you are thoroughly 
t'amihar wi1h 1.he modulc--wha1 p,ut~ 
arc required and where they go. \\Then 

you think you have an undcrManding. 
using the Bi11 or l\faterials, acquire the 
needed materials and cut Lo ~ize. 
Remember 1he old friend's moxim. 
"measure once and you may h:1vc to 
Cut lWlCe. 

In future issues. we will consuuct the 
bn~ic box fr.une, anach the sk.yboard. 
<.·onstrucl and aHach the legs. and apply 
a 111'Qtec1h c: linii,.h to the module. 

Unlil next Lime. rememhe-r 1ha1 Orl Lhe 
C&TS ... 

3' > 4' ~ 1/2" 

Ed's t·olunm ctppean regular/~1 in the 
C<.~TS Db·p<lU:h. 

BIii of Materials 

ITEM QlJAJ'fl ITY l>ESCRll"flON MAlERJALS/SIZE 1IKCHF\'. 1 

I fl\lCU ('!:U)C I 111,\C J1l)W111,1d, 6 ' r: 
2 2 cod pu~ls l/2ACpl)\\oo<l.6x 2& 1/1 
3 ? encl p11nel \l.lppOrli 1/2 AC pl) "'ovd. 4 x. .?9 112 
4 n:ar panc1 1/:?ACpl)"'ood.4 x. 70 
5 froo1 1nm I x 2 .t 72 ~le.ill' .... bite pi DC 

6 ? I k l\, I ngh& ,kyboorJ I x:?x l8 l/-idearwb11epuw: 
c1,d raiJ 

7 top sk)·board Jrame rail I x 1 it n dear "'bite pine 
8 2 slyho.'ird tib I x 2 .t I II.I dc::~r "''hllc pmc 

9 2 subro11d bed joists J/.Jx 3/4 it 71 clcar'""1'i1c pi1)C 

10 ,ub,o:·1d hcd My,olo:1111 2 '" 2R \18 x ? I 

II ,kyboord 1/8 un1cmpered m2sonhe. t5 1/2 x '11 
12 4 \l)h(O;)J ~ti <upl)Orl J l)l';t,; I'( l x Ill l/4dcarwhltepine 

13 4 comer ghtt block!> 2>.2x.4fir 
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NARROW GAUGE NEAR AND FAR: NO. 8 
By £11rl G. K11oob 

Mom Castle Curve 011 1he u;mah Railway-66 degrees a11d 7.5 pen.·e111 gn.ule. 
Earl K11QOI> vl,otos. 

Las1 May I had the opportunity to 
explore lhc remains of the Uintah 
Railway rn 1locthw!!~t Colorado. The 
Uint.ah wab a 3-fooL-gtiuge line runnrng 
from Mack. CO (a few miles west of 
Grand Junction). uorthwest in1.o lhe 
mountains and across I.he state line into 
Utah. The line was built to haul one 
ct)tmnodity. A lt0mewh:u rare mineral 
called •·giJsonitc" which was discov­
cn.'tl in the Uin1.ah 8al!-in and for which 
a railroad line was the only prnctical 
way to bring tJ1e mineral out. 

Gilsonhe is used in 1he manufacture of 
pafot as well as in abphah prod\1Ct:,. 

The ore is a dal'I .. brown color looking 
somewhat like coal and is mined in 
vertical veins Uke. coal mines. The 
railroad ran Lhrough some very 
desolate an<.I lonely counuy which is 
even lonelier today. It is not a place l0 
get stuck-you might be thel'e a couple 
of days before you see anyone else! 

Heading nc.mh 01.11 of Mack. the hne 
tl'aversed a shallow vaJlcy for some 28 
miles to Atchee. Atchee was the 
location of 1he ra.iJroad·s shops. Prom 
Atchec the line climbc::d over Baxter 
Pass oo an ama1.ing grade of 7 .5 
percent with a maximum curva1u1e of 
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66 degrees! The line descended !he 
west side or Baxter Pass on more 
modcrnte gro<leo; <>f c,nly 5 percent. At 
!he base of tbe grade al Wcnd~lla, 
~me. 41 n1ile~ frorn Macie the line 
continued through more shallow 
valleys to the g.ilsonile mrnes at 
Dragon and Watson. The total milenge 
from Mack 10 Watson was 62.7. 

Becnu:c.e of 1he combination of operat• 
ing condfrions. the Uintah had n wide 
variety o r moriv-e power. Por the easy 
grades and curves from Mack to 
Atchcc and from Wendella t0 Watson. 
the line had a variety of 2~8-0~ ~ind u 
couple of 2-8-2s. One 2-8-2 was larger 
than a K-28 and was hauled ov~r 
Baxter Pass in pieces and spen1 its 
en1ire eidsience on the west side of the 
hill. For lhe sleep grades and sharp 
<:ul'V~S. of Baxte1· Pass, 1he railroad 
initially relied on shay locomo1ives. 
Tile rnost (amou~ locomotives the 
Uintah owned were two 2·6·6-2 s imple 
al'licula1eds buiJL in 1926 and 1928. 
Passenger trains were hauled by a pair 
of0-6-2 iank engines until the regular 
passenger trains were replace<! by 
mixed trains powered by the 
aniculateds. 
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By Lhe late 193(}.i;; new sources were 
found for gilsonite, a.nd 1he mines 31 

Dragon and Watson were closed. Wit.h 
no orher traffic. the Uim.nh wa~ 
ahandoned in 1939. 

A good din road follows the Uintah 
1oday. Some. of the road i-i on the 
grade. some of it in close proximity. II 
is a very dusty dnve when It is dry, but 
judging from the ruts in the road. it 
would be impossible in wet weather. 
We did our exploring in May before it 
got too hot This is n ver)' dry pan or 
the world. if you go in the s.ummer 
1i1ke LOTS of water. 

In Mack stand the remains of the 
Uintah Ry Hotel, a ~tone building llw1 
now serves as a rock shop. North out 
of Mack. ct1e road meets the grade 
abouI 4 miles out and plays Lag Y.'lth iL 
all lhc way to Atchee. Ab<>ut 20 miles 
out, 1he Uimah•s cool mines were 
located al CarboncrJ. Liulc remai1l!I 
here. 

Atchec i, a very gh<><;tly ghost ,own. 
The concrete shell of the machine shop 
remains as do 1he swoe inspecnon pils 
from 1he engrne.house. Everywhere in 
!he sagebrush can be found ,mall 
rernaim of the locomotives that were 
cut up here when the line w_-i,, sc1111>1)ed 
in 1939-piec,es of valve gear. fi rebox 
staybolts. Ct<'. ll was here, in a.lnlOM 
complete i:-.ol1uion, Ihe Uimah over 
hauled and rebuilt its motive power. 
They di<l some seriou~ re.pairs here. 
·niey djd major redc~ign \\•Ork on lhe 
articulateds' boHers al!> well as building 
rheir own shay from spare pans! One 
could spend ct1c bettor part of a day 
here. but Baxter Pa"s was awaiting us. 

The road follows the grade out of 
Atchee and soon th-e pitch gets sleeper 
and steeper. Just about wben I 1hough1 
we wel'e al the. s1eepest point. we 
rounded a curve :md the road 100k on 
1hc chnracteristics of a VERY steep 
jeep trail. The combination of the 7.5 
percent grade and 66 degree c.urve at 

Moro Caslk must be seen lo be + 
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Uml{I/, Roi/'way grade t:limbing r/re 7.5 pucem grade toward Baxtu Pass. Moro 
Castle C"n·e ls in the di.mmt~e a, the left. 

believed. Sixty-six degrees is an 87 
fool radius-for you HO modelers, 
1hal's a 12" radius curve! Tbe line 
continues its amazing climb up the hill 
pa,,1 • locatic"' of a large (and still 

A Rail.road FamUy 
I'm an engineer wi,h 1he Cumbres & 
Tohec Scenic Railroad . . . The 
pre..~rvolion you do is \•aluabJc 10 me 
as it tics me to my family's past. The 
lcuer enclosed is a brief history of my 
fomilfs rrulroad orig.ins. I wrote h co 
show my thanks for aU the Friends and 
the preservation they do. I hope you 
can publish it in Lhc newsletter, I want 
every member of the Friends 10 know 
how much this all means to me. 

My mother. my ouo1 Genevieve, my 
uncle.-. Selso, Mario, and Leaodto. and 
especially my grundmolllcr. would wait 
patiently around 1he fire a1 home. 

Through llle cold llle whistle of 
locomotive 484 would pierce the walls, 
!)ignaling the: arrivaJ or my grandfather 
Selso on that Alamosa-bound rrei~ 11 
train. Stepping off the train willl his 
lunchbox and jacket, Grandfather 
would walk quickly the shon distance 
home. Ju.st across the street from the 
olcJ stone Antonito depot is 
Grandfather's home.. 
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active) landslide. At lhe summit. the 
world changes rapidly. The east side is 
all sagebrush and low bushes. the west 
side is covered with pines and aspens. 
ln May rhere was even a liule s,1ow in 

Ll-:TTl:l{S 

"We weren't rh;h, but we IIC\'Cr needed 
for anything.'' my mother would say. 
We n1wnys had fresh fruit. wann 
clothes. and shoes. 

During the summer. my mother and 
family called the section houses m 
Subleue. Cumbres. Amoles, and others 
home. As a child my mother knew 
what iL W:b like Lo pull back the covers 
or her warm bed. look out the frosty 
windows al Cumbres, and see a ,,;team 
engine Ql the water spout. But as us.ual. 
school called my mo,her's family back 
to Antonito for the wimcr. There at 
home in Anto11ito h where they wait.ed 
for their father Sel.so to arrive. A 
uadi1ionnl and wonderful Christmas, a 
complete family at h.ome by the warm 
fi re. 

After 43 years as a railroader, my 
grandfalher Selso retired. This ended 
what at the time was the third genera­
lion of raiJroadcrs in my famUy~ It was 
the end of sleam railroading in 
Americ.o as he knew it, 
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the shady ,pots. The line levels out in a 
shallow dry valley which il fo llow~ to 
the end at \Vatson. \Ve drove M far as 
Dragon (or the site of Dragon :is there 
was no sign chat there was a town here) 
and headed up to the mjne where the 
gilsonne was loaded_ TI1e big problem 
with thb trip i~ it is one way only. You 
go bock the way you came. At 4:00 
P.M. we were 53 mile< from Mt>ck. 
Fifty-lllree rough. steep. dusty miles. 
So ic was back we went. arriving back 
in Mock about 6:30 P.M . 

The Uintah was am~1.£iag, To ~c Moro 
Cao;Lle Curve and imagine a 2-6-6-2 
bent around IL b, mind boggling. For 
further infonnarion on the Uintah, ~•t 
hold of a co1>Y of Henry Bender's great 
book on the Uintah. which I believe 
has recently been reprinted. 

Earl is Superimendenr of Operatiom of 
t/JI! c&rs. He i.f a l'Onsulliug ,lirector 
of the Friends, and his column avp~ars 
reRuia,·ly in rhe C& TS Di.,pmc/1 . ... 

My ~real grandfalller Juan was the 
engine hostler al llle single stall 
engrnehouse in An1onito. Locomo,ives 
162,286, 174. and of course old 167. 
My other great grnndfather. Jose. who 
1hrough lhc blizzards of winter and the 
100 degree pJus 1cmpern1urc~ or 
summer. must have ~et thousands of 
~pike:,. 10 keep lho:,.c Santa Fe locomo­
tives running like 1he wind through the 
New Mexico hills, 

Glorious and prood symbols or the 
American railroad but, nlas. long gone 
as 1he fast of 1hose mighty sLc-.mn 
locomodves and the brake shoes on my 
grandfather''- inspection motor car 
were allowed to cool. 

Si:<ceen years from Grandfa1hcr's 
retirement I hired on witl1 the Cumbrcs 
& Toltec Scenic R:,ilroad. Six year> 
farther on I would be promo1ed to 
Engjneer. 1 only mn once as an 
engineer during the ·94 se.ason. ha.n 1 • 
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wa.s sLill an engineer and so I continued 
to shovel the coal wi1h a wider grin. 

li's some1hing I dreamed of. Ll1ough I 
aimed only to make my grandfathers 
proud. My small gifl 10 repay !heir 
combined 98 year; or railroad service. 
I eAmed th..:: Righi Seai for them. The 
years came and went. Now it is my 
grandfalher Selso who wailS for the 
whistle of locomotive 484. Approach­
ing the first cro!-sing I let the wlustle 
sing loud and long. piercing Lhc 
htaven;, And wilh that glorious 
whistle I let my grandfather Selso and 
the olher two who are now gone 
know .. , A mighty steam locomotive 
and 1heir grandson is coming. Selso. 
my grandfather. is the lirs1 person I 
sec. Standing proudly with hi:, cane. :1 
wa,·m ,mile, Spanish blue eyci,. aod hi.s 
hat tilted to the left. he wa\'es to my 
p~1s.scngers, 

Grandta1her Selw. alive and well. 
shares supper with me daily. I can feel 
his hand on my ~houlder, ii keep~ me 
strong. But l"m sure it's Great Grand~ 
father Jo:.-.c who bolds me forward in 
the seat. and Great Grandfather Juan 
who Slefldic" my h~nd upon the 
LhfOtLle. 

The p~rvalion of this railroad. 
which began even before I wa1; born, 
has. given me a link to my famjly's 
pa"t. IL hns nlso allowed my family to 
carry on and add to our years of 
~ervicc. My i,e,1enth year here on 1he 
Cumbl'es & Toltec bl'ough1 my family's 
record to I05 years or railroad service. 

l'\'C been lucky to experience what I 
have al such a young age. My famjly 
is. plain and silnply, all railroad. rm a 
railroader. 1t•s what l do. it's what I 
love. I thunk ull you Friends for wha1 
you do. Lt me.ans more to me than you 
could ever imagine. 

Carlos J. Llamas 
Loromo1iwt En~iuur 
Cumbre.s & Toltec Scenic Rtiilrood 
i \monitn, CO 
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Carlos Uamas and gran4/'ather Selsn. 

The Moonlight Train 
We had a 2r-eat Lime- dunne our fir;t 
1ri1> on lhe .. Mooulight Trai;,, June 29. 
l996. The cmc.ring m Osier wa~ 
phenomenal and the moonlit train on 
l.he way back down wa~ a joy to be 
aboard, There were. however. a few 
items tha, we would like to call to your 
aucntion, 

The tWO phOIO run 4 bys would h:.we 
been a Im of fun 10 photograph, but 
inste~cJ th¢y put fJlOSt people io very 
initable moods. Both run•bys should 
have at kasi had a designa1ed petSOn 
standing at the point where the 
phOIO)inc V.11,S I() starL. Without thi<: 
Ol'ganization. we saw about four 
different photolines. each inlerfering 
with the othel's. 11 was disconcerting 10 

wiLness some photographer., scrcarn tu 
01her pho1ographer,l. These people 
were cxucmely rude and crucJc ond 
unyielding in how and where they 
would ~hoo1 from ... one person 
should not have been responsib1e for 
making sun: lhat bolh photographe,·, 
and ~pecrators were in the right places. 

For the enLire duration of the trip. the 
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open air gondola car was packed soljd, 
The nice weather and beautiful. 
moonlit terrain were cenain1y good 
rea,;ons 10 stand 0111 in the open. Even 
when the car was <hrectly behind the 
locomo1h1e, ii was completely filled. 
MosL train buffs do not mind having 
the cinders and 3sh all around. They 
jus1 add to Lhe experieuce! Another 
gondola car would have lei everyone 
spread ou1 a bit Lo enjoy the views, 

We look forward 10 riding the 
Moonlight Train next year. 

J'Omara HenuuuJt,:. 
Sea1J Hmd, 
Socorro. NM 

Commission's Gratitude 
l am \\ ruing on behalf of lhe Cumbl'es 
& Toltcc Scenic Railroad Commil:>sion 
10 expre$S the Comnw,,,on·s gr:"llitude 
10 the Friend• of lhe C&TS for the 
1remendouc. accompli\hmeni,.. which 

you achieved at your work sessioru. in 
1996. Leo Schmitt hns informed the 
Commission of the fantastic projects 
you 8(.'Compli<.he-d all aero<:" 1he 
Railroad. 

The resul~ of your hard wo1'" are 
highly visible and contribute im· 
menscly to the auractiveness of the 
C&'l'S. The dedicated effons and hard 
work of all your volunteel."s is gremly 
appreciated. The enormou!'> amount of 
advance planning is evidcn1 in the 
excellent 1,.,•ork ,, hich was accom• 
plishcd. 

The Comnlission is gra1eful 10 all the 
Friends who coambutc m so many 
wuys 10 making 1he C&TS a bener 
place. We wish the Friends the best of 
luck an<l Jook fof\\ nrd 10 comin,1ing 
our excellent relationship rn the future. 

Once agarn our most sincere appnxia• 
1ion 10 you nnd all 1he members of the 
F'rlcnds, Keep up the grca1 work. 

Lewis H. Ent~ 
Clu,irmtm 
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Director's Viewpoint 
By Stew11 Schroeder-Albuquerque, 
New Mexico 

Mike! and Stt!.,e Schrr)(>t/,r: Cumbrts 
PaJs. Jul,· JY96. Jbm Cardin phow. 

.s,~~;i:- Jc>,,,f'd ,~ Fri#11d.i m l9HH tmd 
weu el«ltd /11 the Board of D,re<·tnrs 
i11 1993. He i.~ a Certified Fimmr:ia/ 
Planner and operates his own indepen· 
dt1t1 ff!Curilies ojf,,:e N!(lre:,·,mting 
linsco/Prfrate ledger. Member NASDI 
Slf>C. Ste•·e lfrej• m Albuquerque, Nn,· 
Mexico, where h~ raises his three 
childrtfl. KaFhrinP. Mt(hll(,f. (ltr{/ Peter. 

As l was watching the JO o'clock news 
one :,,urnmcr C\'Cnio~ in 1988. a shon 
segmenl about a group of volunteer-. 
working on the Cumbn::s & Tohcc 
Scenic Railroad was shown. After 
<le.scribing their work. the reporter said 
1ha1 imeres1ed viewers were im1ited to 
join that year's work session, A name 
and telephone number were gh'Cn. So l 
called BUI Lock and 1rai1Ls and the 
Fri¢nds became :.i ,vay of liJe. 

That first year T helped replace running 
hoard.(, on a reefer' :ind repair the 
chimney on tbe Chama bunkhouse. J 
spent an entire day on a high mesa. 
under a near cloudless sl.-y. painting 
Lova Tank. Along the way I met and 
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worked with people who have become 
valued friends. I've been back to the 
C&TS and the Friends every year 
since. 

lo 1992 my daughter, Kate, then 14 
years old, came y;ri1h me to work on 1he 
snowshed crew. I watched proudly as 
she climbed 1wenty fee t orTthe ground 
to hammer and nail wi1h 1he orher 
volunteers. This year my son Mike. 
now 14, worked with the roofing crew 
and me ou the i;eclion house a1 
Cumbres. He learned new skills, both 
work and social. I am also proud of the 
job he did In 1he year 2lt00 my ~,ird 
child, Pete. will ha\'e the opportunity 
LO add his contribution. 

La-:1 year, Wid again chi,; year, 
I invited friends. acquaintan• 
ces, and just l.'lbou1 cveryooe I 
meL to nde 1he Moonlight 
Train. I wanted LO :.-charc n fun 
and unique experience with a 
~roup of great people. Thi, 
year we almost liJled an 
..:rmrc car. People made new 
friends and renewed old 
friond,hips. My friend, 
K3y. celebrated her .... 
bir1hday on the • ~ 

u-ain. Everyone • • I..,_,. 
had a great time '·\,1~ 

~nd many. many , 
more people >· 
now know 1he • • i 
work of lhc 
t-:rie1td~. 

The possibility 
or making" 
i..lgnincant 
contribution is the 
moti,•a1io1l l'or my 
worki ng with the 
Friends. A<tually. lhc 
people I meet and the 
friends f n1.1le are who! 
:mstajns thm motivation, 

satisfied, Looking at pictures of 
volunteers from pas1 work ~c~sions in 
th<: C&TS Dispacch I can see the pride 
of nccompli(,hment in 1heir eyes. 
Contribution and community- ( can 
think of no g,rea1er mission in one·s 
life. ,t 

Friends to Receive 
Award 
The Colorado I listoric::tl Society h .. 11-

announccd that I.he Friends of the 
Cumbrcs & Toltec Scenic Railroad has 
been selected 10 re<:<ive a 19% 
Stephen H. Hart award in recognition 

of an ouls1a11diug co11tribu1jon 10 

< .,, 
' - ' 

historic preservation. The 
uwurd will be pn.::,cntcd a1 

lhe annual meeting of lhe 
;ocicty on Thursday, 

l)ecemt,e,· 12. 1996, 
m the Colorado 

His,ory 
Museum in 
Denver. -t 

As I watch my child, other 
youngsters. or even older 
one:-, learn new t-killb, 1.111d 
rcaJizc goals I am 1mmenscly ';, -:·· ~-
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1997 
Schedule of Events 

June 16, Monday-June 20, Friday 
Volunteer Work Sessmn "A"' 

June 20, Friday 
Annual Dinner and Meeting 

June 21, Saturday 
Freight Train Charter 

June 23, Monday-June 27, Fnday 
Volunteer Work Session "B"' 

August 11, Monday-August 15, Friday 
Volunteer Work Session "C" 

August 16, Saturday 
Moonlight Train 

On the last day a/ the work sessions. l\~dnesday. July 31. scaffoltling from 
Cumbrts needed w RO lk.1ck to C)wma and a truck u·a,m ·1 tW{lilabh•~ Whal to do? 
Engineer Gerald Blea said he would do it-"h·e'lf strap 11 m1 the tender." So 
that's how i1 L'llllle! bad. to CJumw. Whal n sight! Photo by Noncy l\hde. 

Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad, Inc. 
5732 Osuna Road NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 
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