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Friends Receive Preservation Award 
The Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad have 
received o 1996 Stephen H. H:1r1 Award from 1hc Colorado 
HistoricaJ Society. Fifteen Frieods' members from Califomiu. 
New Mexico, and Lhc Colorado From Range were in Denver 
for the prese,uation or lhe uwn.rd a1 lhe Society's l 17thAnnua.l 
Meeting on Thursday evening. December 12. 1996. 

The Fncnds received this prestigious award for thcrr ·'dedka-­
ljon 10 1he ongoing pre;:;ervation and restormioo of one or 
America's premier scenic railroads.·· 

The C.olorado Historical 
proudly presents 

The Stephen H. Hart A 

to 

Friends of the Cumbres & Toft 
Scenic Railroad 

in re,:ogmtion qf m,t.sto:1uling achievement 
;,, prt,s,.,.,·1'¥1 Coloradn ·• 

e1tlt1,ral limtage. 

The Friends were among ten indjvidua1.s and organi1.ation~ 
chosen this year to rcceh•c award~ for I.heir work in hbtoric 
preservation and rest◊rntion. Other awardt- wen: prcsenlcd ror 
work on historic she.Ii at Cokedale, Fon Morgan. C...enrral City, 
Grand Jun-cLion. Fort Collins. Denver, ~md Lamar. 

ln May 1994. the Stat< or Ne"' Mexico awarded the friends a 
Hericage Preservation Award for their restoration work on the 
Cumbrcs & Toltcc Scenic Railroad (see th<: May 1994 i,sue). ,._ 

President 1'erri Shaw, holding the Stephen H. 
Han Award, and proud members of the Friends. 
From the left (back row) Roger Briggs. Bob Tully. 
Mon,i Tull)\ Terri Sha"\ Bill wck. Spencer 
\Vi/son. amt GeojJGordo11: (front row) Bob 
Akers, Doris Akers. Frank Maly, and Howard 
81.mtl. Also present (but rrot in phowgmplt) at rhe 
117th Anmwl Meeti11g of the Colorado His1orical 
Society were Kevi11 Corwi,i, Jenny lock. Keith 
Hayes, a,id Sum March. 
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The C"&.TS Di..p.t.di ,~ 1-ubtt l.:J luu, ti!!w~ekh )'Ci&I'. by-tlk Ftkaih o! 
the Clunbfc<1 & Toh.:-, Scenic RailHJ;i,J. 11-.: _\ '132 (hun.11 R<,.-J 'ffi, 
Albtkt1a·tq1JC... !\M $7 liH. I~ f1a:.:t1d, ,,1 I.he Cumh-rl!'II &. r1•l1..--: ~1.-·.:tuc 
Ra1lro.1d. lflL .• 1-. .. Sev.. \tcin.'l.1 n11or111l,11.-·01p;1ni1mn. 

The fnmch i!i lbc afficaal miDCum -wppon !fUUP Jnr th< Cumbrt-ii &. 
Toltcc ScHi<" R.Ailroad. e 1\-C-milc-ltmg opcu1in!f railrUJd .inJ 
fflU!lorllm u{ nu)ro11J hirUOf') £00 l«hnllklf}' btt\\~t"l1 Anlunito. f"..c,lo 
radu. aAd. C"ham.1. NC\\' Mexicl). The r.a1lroad ilfov.ncd b) C1',~l ••ltJ 
New Me,tc<1~Ji~optratedh>· Thc("umhtt .. &. lpjk'lt ~~n11. k:ialro.ul 
Cu'1J',Wt11c.>J1, ,\< 1he tiW:\e\111111,upp:lfl JNJUP, the FrieJ)J., I) d,:J1L1Utd , .. 
the ~~rvlllttin 11nd inl"JK"C'lialion. ol the ra1lmlld, 

Fiamil) mcmbcl~p in lhe FnMlh u S.25.011 per )caf, uuti.wlt lht. USA 
tntmbeM1p 11 ~35.CXl All 1."t1Dtnl'lui1Mi 11tt fully lb'\ dtduc:llblc and 

w,H h./J s,uatrully •~c:-r~ Plc-ii-.C wnk U"i 1n AllmqUl"l~UI' llf ~·.ill 11, JI( 

l~>S80 l~I I l'nr1nfOOU111ic.m.t'N.1U1 tlK' F,iend!i. llic:-Cumbn:•& lhltC\' 
Sccr,ic: RJidroad 1, holh • N•uor,,11 1111d • S.•1,t Reg1\kml tta,,°'~ s,tr 
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

In Lhis i.ssue J wam to bring 
you news from three fmnL~ 
concerning 1he restoration/ 

preservation work of the Friends. 

Fina. J'm excilcd to tclJ you 
abou1 a new r,rogrorn rhc Friends 
have de\'e)oped with the Western 
Museum of Mining and Industry 
in Colorado Springs. In our desire 
to increase the amoun1 of historic 
rehabilitation work we can do. we 
bave 1ho11gb1 (tbout locating o 

work fa<:il ity closer to ooe of the major population centers in 
Colorado or New Mexico. Board member Roger Briggs was 
in.stn.Hllcnlal in bringing abou1 dil'locu~sioos be1ween 1he 
Friend~ and the W?..1MI and will be managing our program 
there. WMMI i~ interested in showing the role of milrond, 
wilh mining in the WesL and rn mi.:.reasmg its volumeer 
program. The Friends will be able to ca1Ty on car work 
clo~cr to 1he nc:arly 200 member:,. living 111 che From Ra,lg~ 
and m tell our story to visitors m lhe museum. Volunteers 
from boch group~ will b~gin work M>On l◊ prepare a rormcr 
dairy barn on the grounds of WMMI for work on the 
bistorie ca~ of the C&TS. The Railroad Comn1i~~ion and 
the Opemtor have cooperated in I.he developmem of the 
prog:nlm and in 1he ~election of pipe gondola 9558 for the 
first project. Jt will be moved to the facility to be rebuilt 
from 1he frame up. In rime. we hope 10 testore one of our 
coaches at this facil ity. Members of the Friends or WMMI 
are eligible 10 work in 1he program. l(you Jive out,ide 1he 
area but would be interested in working there, contacl Roger 
at 6305 High Line Place, Colorado Sp,'ing;. CO 8C)908: 
(7 I 9) 495-4973. 

Second. the Friend~· plnns for ~n enclosed work facility in 
Chama are progressing. At the March mccung_ of the Board 
of Directors, member Kip Merker. o retired architect­
engineer. presented the conceptuaJ drawings and cost 
estimates for o phased development e,olving from 1he work 
ofa board oomminee beade.d by Bill Lock. Funhersite 
testing and sur\1eying wiJJ l~)ke place lhis summer. and 1wo 
hoard members have accepted a.."i..signmcnis to develop plans 
for the fundraisi11,g aod construction phases of 1he project. 

And third. at meetings in March, Chief Mechanical Officer 
Jack Campbell spoke 10 1he commissjon And 1he Frie11ds 
board proposing a three.way cooperative effon to l!onstruc1 
new roundhouse stalls oo the site or the historic roundhouse 
in the Chama yard. Only two staHs currcnlly remain or the 
orig.ioal nine•~tull brid roundhouse buih ::ibow 1900. Wheo 
a new engine house was buih in 1977-78. only two of the 
nine locomohves delivered 10 the C&TS by die D&RGW 
were operable. Now there arc six plus rotary snowplow OY. 
A rou,,dhouse would benefit historic ptt:servation as well as 
the daily operation of Lhc railroatl by providing covered 
protec-tion for Lhe maifuenance and display of the opera• 
tionaJ locomotives and cerw.in nonopcr.ufonal equipment + 
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which could be restored more easily if 
deterioralion is slowed down. A 
roundhouse operation needs a [Un1· 

,able and lhe C&TS now has one. 
Eliu::h Gardens in Denver. having 
reccn1Jy acquired properly from lhe 
Colorado >1nd Sou1hem Railroad, made 
a his1oric 100-fooL through-truss• 
bridge turmablc available 10 lhc C&TS 
for the cost or the freight delivery. The 
Railroad Conumssion judged it a good 
investment and the turnlablc was 
delivered in early May. n,e Friends 

suppon the development of plans for 
such a building. Kip Merker volun­
teered his services here. 100. He wi ll be 
talking with railroad personnel and 
inten:stec.l Friends members during the 
work sessions this summer 10 identify 
the u:,es for 1he buildi11g and the facmrs 
to consider in designing it 

I' IJ tell you more about all of lhc.c 
devclop,ncnts in future issues. 

-Terri Shaw ,f 

NINTH ANNUAL MOONLIGHT TRAIN 
SATURDAY. AUGUST 16.1997 

For in}t,nnariun see brochure that lw .. ,· been mailed lo 
the membersltiJJ 

OR CALL TOU FREE 
FOR RESERVA 1'/0NS 

1-888-483-2486 

FRIENDS ACQUIRE 
HISTORIC SWITCHES 
The Friends have:. pun.::hased rwo 
historic 70•lb switches to install a 
repair-in-place (RlP) track al lhe oilc 
of the future car restoration facility in 
Chama. TI><: Board or Directors 
approved such a purchase at its 
NO\'Cl11bcr 1996 meeting. The IWO 
switches, one left hand and the other 
right bnnd, were loc,ucd by Director 
Drake Rice in Oklahoma. 

The left-hand switch was installed in 
1917 (or1he Belle l~lc poweq,1an1 
lead off the main line of lhe Oklahoma 
Railway, which WM ;rn elec1ric l'ailway 
that operated out of Oklahoma City 10 
Gothrie, 35 miles nonh. A1 one lime 
the Oklahoma Railway also operaled 
upr,roxima1ely :35 rnile:t 1,ou1h 10 
Norman and 35 mi le.s west to El Reno. 
In 1929 dtc power plam buill " 
switching yard for materfoJs. and the 
righ1-hand switch was installed. 

When the Oklahoma Railway was sold 
in 194710 1he Rock Island, the Sama 
Fe al.so obtained trackage" rights 10 die 
power plant. The rails and switches 
were removed in the winter of J 986-
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87 after the powor plant had been 
decomm1ssioncd m the early 1980s. 

Bob Hus:,ey Construc1ion removed lhc: 
switche~. 8ob Hussey, Jr. is a member 
of the Central Oklahoma Chaptc.r or 1he 
National Railway Historica.J Society 

Righr-lrand switch frog clea,,ed and 
ready/or pamling. Plwtos by Drake 
Rice. 

C&TS Dis patch 

LIBRARY DONORS 
Spencer Wilson reports a very good 
response to his request in the winter 
1996 is.sue for hook~. magazines, 
phorographs. and memorabilia for the 
Friends' library at ,he Albuquerque 
headquancr:s. Contributions have be.en 
received from Charles Brown. Fmnk 
Burton. John Conron, Mike Duggan, 
Bill Lock. Ben Read. John Smith. and 
Alvon Thoman. If you have ilems lO 
donate 10 the library. Spencer would 
like to hear from you. His e-mail 
addrc)i. is swctsrr@~wcp.com, ,t 

1870s FREIGHT TRAIN: 
THE EUREKA 

SATURDAY, JUNE 21. 1997 
For i11formario11 see 

brochure that has been 
mailed ro the membership 

OR CALL TOU FREE 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

l-888-483-2486 

and serves on its board or direciots. 
Hussey has the original building prints 
for the 1rack to 1he ()()"'er plant. 
showing 1he switches and when 1Jiey 
were iosralled. llle Friends llrnnk 
Gibson Trucking for tmnsporling the 
swi1ches to 1he C&TS. 'f 

Right·Jra,,d switch point.,· relldy for 
cleonir,g. 

l 
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Commission Report 
8y uo Sc/1111it,-£xecu1ive Dirtcfor. 
Cumbres & Toltet: Scenk Rallroad 
Commission 

A 50 percent increa~e in the number of 
rescrvat..ions compared with one year 
:-i.go wa1; reported t0 the Cumbres & 
1·011ec Scenic Railroad Commission 
meeting on March 14 in Antonito, 
Colorado. Group rcserva1ions wert 
a.l~o repo11ed up with chaner Ltains 300 
percent above last year's season. 

The positive report was made by 
George Bartholomew, presideo1 or 1he 
C&TS RR Corp .. the new opemor or 
the railr0<1d. He also proposed that 
tid..et 1>rices remain Lhe same ror l997. 
except for a price reduction from $50 
10 $44 for trip #5, Antonito to Cumbres 
and re1urn. 

rn 01her business the commission 
-heard 1ba1 ch.: cons1ruc1jon or two 

passenger cars was proceeding will> the 
lirst car 10 be completed by April I. 
Because 1he project is under budget, 
funds remaining will be used 10 begin 
conslruction of a third car. Chfof 
Mechanical Olliccr Jack campbell is 
working on the •ssembly of pro101ype 
truck set~. 

- he.ard the proposal lhat the commis­
sion and thl'. Friends consider con­
strucling addi1ion:1I srnlls on the 
originaJ roundhouse to provide 
necessary additional ,pace. When the 
new engine house was buill lhere were 
only two operable locomotives and 
now there are six. 

- heard 1hal Elitch Gardens in Denver 
was makrng a IOO-foot througb~truss­
bridgc turntable avail.'Lble at no cosl 
orher than freight from Denver 10 

Chama. The turntable allows for a 
shallow pit and will be a key element 
in the roundhouse approach. 

Rtgional ma,wgtr:.· of the Union Tank Car Compan,1 wert in Chtww during rhe 
/996 summer work sessions. On July 27 rhe)' rode the rai/fa,J d1arrer train. which 
u-<1s run bt cooperarion wit/, the company. The ch<1rter included t/,e rank cars 
broughr back to 1/re raUroadfrom Alaska by the Friends in 1992. Union Tank Car 
Compm1J1 helped ill the effort to bring back the tank carJ·. T11e numagers are 
shown here at C,mr.bn:~·. From the le/1, Elmer Jusrite, Marion. OH; Doug 
Tmlfope. Cfewland, 1-X: Dave Gi/dell. Alwona. PA: John Choen.i;, Valdosta. GA: 
Ken Manuel. Sheldon, TX: Gilbert Olson. Evanston. WY,· G11s \11znonis. East 
Chic'1RO, IN: Dave Donham. Eldorado, KS; Bob Enloe, East Chicago. /J,l,· Danny 
Bouchee, East Chicago, IN; Chuck Ferczok, EaSI Chicago, IN; Km Fischl, 
Chic:ugu. IL: Art Chesna, East Chicago. IN; Gene KtU'an«sh. Oakville, Onwrio: 
Ray /.,avergnt, Ville P/oue, LA: John McKet:lmie. Q(lkvi/Je, Onwrio: JeffTow1te. 
East Chict1go. IN; Jay Lloyd, Mu:u:arine, IA; tuuf Frie,ul.f dif'f'c:torandformer 
president Bill Ltx.·k. Phoro by Tom Cardin. 
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-approved an increase in the price of 
the meal at Osier rrom $6.75 10 $7 for 
adults and from $4.75 to $5 for 
children. 

- approved naming the two new 
passenger cars Los Pino~ and Big 
Hom. 

-heart.I a n:port from Supcrialcnd<:nt of 
Operations Earl Knoob that Rot:uy OY 
will be u~cd to clear the line of snow in 
May ::ind thm a £UCSl 'il.¢31n locomo-­
uve. die Eureka. an 1875 wood 
burning steam )ocomotivc. wiU opemle 
speciaJ excursjons for 10 dayl> in June. 

-heard tha.l D:mbolomew is working 
with chambers of commerce in both 
Antonilo and Chama to <lcvclop special 
trips and cvem!l and about other 
dc\·clopmcnts on ihc rnilroad. 

R<,y Ker.'iting comribused r.o 
this report. • 

lnlernel Addresses 
Jeremy Da,,ey 
Farnborough 
Hamp.shire. UK 
jeremy@raJ1(/er.demon.co.uk 

Ralph G. Flowfrr 
Pugosa Springs, CO 
Rflowers@pt1gosatprings.ur1 
(change ,t e•mml addrl!.U) 

Brian Frirz. 
Remo11. WA 
rub1am@bhr::.e.acu ssone.com 

Jessl<:a A. Stauy 
flmnton, TX 

jastacey@,,-orldnn.au.uet 

We will pri111 e-mail addresse; of 
members. Plc~ send the ccUtor an 
c-muil mes:,.ug.: or u lcnr:r wilh your 
e-mail address requesting thaL we print it. 

Visit the Friends' 
Web Site at 

http://ourworld. 
compuserve.corn/ 

homepagcs/drichter/ 
focts.htm 
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Projects 
Committee Report 
By RogtJr Breeding 

In the work sessioni, 1h~tt ~tart in a fow 
weeks. we plan to finish up t-ome 
projccb started lasl year, like tile 
Cuinbres Section Hoose Roof. and 
continue work on some long-term 
proj~cts. :,uch as the: Chama stock 
pens. We will continue painting cars 
and mi.leposts. and leuering car:, 
painted in prcviotL'i years. We hope to 
get :i new sel of stencils this year 
which will make the lenering crews' 
task cusicr. The buildmg painting crew 
will move on 10 1he Cumbres car 
Inspector's House having finished UJ) 

ai Sublene last yenr. 

fn ll1e Chama yard, work on the cook 
car 053. and the long and sho11 
re.ftiger::ator car; wiJI continue, as will 
our cffons on inspection car MW02. 
WitJ1 1he ~U'uctural and cosmetic 
restoration of the six sheep cat<,. 
co1nple1e, we wiU turn our atlcntion to 
the brakes. Art Randall has secured 1he 
coopermiou of rhe Op(rnlor co pcrfomt 
lhis running gear work under the 
~upen•ision of Chief Mechanic.al 
Officer Jack Campbell. New pl'ojects 
in Chama nre 1he Night Watchman's 
House. located by the Oil House-. Md 
I.he Sand HouM: anti Tower. The fonncr 
needs onJy a little refurbishmen1. but 
1he l;mer is a major undertaking. The 
roof leaks so badly that the dl'ied ~aod 
is gelling wet. and the gravity feed 
system from I.he tank up on 1he tower 
is not working. An inspection of the 
house and tower revealed rouen roof 
rafler~ ~Lnd serious decay problems in 
most of the limbers forming 1h-e 
1ower. Roger Briggs will lead a 
thorough rebuild of bo~1 the roof nod 
1he wwc.r. As two legs of the tower 
rest on the roof. cun-ently with no 
bracing 10 tnkc the additional weigh~ 
the roof and lOWer 111us1 be treated 
1oge1her. 

Cn Antonito there will he fi,,e 
projects. Work on the restoration of 
shon caboose 0579 will 
contiriue. The observation 
car project and the 
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complete rebuilding (lf a Oat car were 
discussed at some length in this 
column in the previous issue. The most 
expensive project this year will be ,he 
placing of concrete apt'ons along eacb 
side of the repair track 10 improve the 
working <..-onditions. FinaJI)\ the three• 
raj] track obtained 5omc years ago in 
Alamo~a will be H'li,talled a1 the end of 
the three-rail display track in front of 
the station. We had planned to install 
the switch in the loop track, bm rhe 
operator deemed the switch too worn 
10 be placed in track lhm ~ces train~ 
every day. 

At Osier, work will cominue oil fhin_g 
op the interior of the Section House. 
Historical pre-servmioa funds derived 
from gambling io Colorado have once 
again been secured by Leo Schmitz for 
this work. At Sublette the rough 

plywood nailed over the windows will 
be replaced with srnooth-r.nish 
plywood cut 10 fi t in place and painted 
to resemble gla~s with curtains. etc. 

As aJwayl:>. there will be the c-rilical 
support functions without which 
nothing could get done. In addition to 
food preparation, chronicli1lg, 1nnnnirig 
the tool car. and registr.ttion. there will 
be loading and unloading crew~ before 
and after the June work: ses~ions. 11le 
August work sessions will take place 
only i1l Ch:.wnn and Antonito. so we 
will no1 have 10 move malerial 10 and 
from Cumbres. Osier. and Suble1te rn 
Augusc. 

Roger is a lt'mg-time Friendt' 11olu,11eer 
and a member of the Board of /)ire,~­
tors. Ht olvo serves as cochair of rhe 
Projects Commiuee. ,f 

Volumeers working 011 the 
ronf of th~ O:Jiu Secrio" 
House hr 1995. This year 
the i·olrmteers will continue 
w work on the imerior of 
the builtfing. Photo hy Um, 
Cardin. 

('""-1 

A VOLUNTEER'S PRAYER 
Lord-Thank you for the majestic mountain scenery that 

challenged the builders of the narrow gauge railways. 
May I be aware of both mi• strengths and my llrnltatlons 
i□ this high altitude and highly stimulating environment. 

!'hank you for the men who faithfully ran and 
maintained this railroad over the years, and 

those who now c;ome to see and experience it. 
lo any visitors that may come m}' way, mar my 

words and ffi)' actions convey my respect 
ror it$ heritage and for their safety. 

Thank }t0u, for the Friends who voluntC<.'r and 
wha1 we have accomplished. May I do my part 

\\Tith care and•concern for the hazards. 
so that our "'York ma}1 Jong continue. 

-George Swain 
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NARROW GAUGE NEAR AND fAR: NO. 10 

By Earl Knoob 

1997 marks Lhe 45th anniversary of 1he 
"big snow .. of 1952. IJJ tile Spring 19% 
issue. we printed a letter and some 
pholos Lhat John D. Smith of Cedar 
R"pids. Iowa. sem us of 1he ::-now 
clearing effort.'- that winter. Since t.hen. 
I've recei \'ed requests for more info on 
1his ac1ivi1y, so J dug out some books 
and other refe1-ence material and came 
up with the following. 

Remember. ac the umc there were only 
11 big locomo1ives on 1he Alamosa­
Durango line. The remainder were up 
on the Sa}ida-Gunnison Jines. The 
Alamosa-Durango "ras blocked 10 
u-,ffic from December 28. 1951 to 
January 29. 1952. 

On Friday. December 28, a three-eogine 
Cumbres Tum left Chama at 8:50 PM 
with 493. 494. and 491. 493 and 494 
returned to Chama, 491 ran light to 
Alamosa. 491 go1 stuck in a drift at MP 
321 (Long Creek) early in tile morning 
of December 29. The same mon,ing a 
0angernordan spreader left Alamosa 
behind 497-492, gor as far as MP 319 
{Osier). and returned to Osier for the 
night 11,e caboose, llnoger/Jordn11 
spreader. and 492's render derailed 
duriog backing and 492's fron1 coupler 
was pulled ou1 in the rerailing efforL 
TI1ey Lie<! up a, Osier al I 0:30 PM. 
Meanwhile. 494 and 493 left Chama 
with u Jlangcr lruin and gol stuck in a 
snowslide a1 MP 33 1 (Windy Point). 
Getting out, t.hc drawbar was pulled 
rrom the hack of 493's tender. Train­
master John Norwood left the train and 
s1towshoed toward Osier. Finding 491 
and crew stHI buried. he spent the night 
with the c-rew. 

On December 30. 498 leh Alamosa 
pushing romry OY. Wi1h only one 
locomotive, it took days to reach the 
marooned 1111.ins. The only locomotive 
remaining in Alamosa was prepared to 
head we.~t with a relier train of coal and 
supplies but was canceled as Lhc 
continuing stonn left little chance of 
getting through. Al Osier. 492 ran out of 
coal and was killed. Trainrnaster 
Norwood snowshoed from 491 al MP 
321 LO Osier. 

Pagc6 

For tile nex1 few days, 498 clawed 
slowly wesrward. Airplanes dropped 
food 10 Lhc crews a, Osier. Durango 
sem tJ1e las1 two large locomo,ives iL 
had (495 and 496) 10 Chama where 
Liley pushed rotary OM up Lho bill on 
January I. reached the <rallcd flanger 
trafo. and returned to Chama for 
repairs. On January 2, OM broke down 
again and returned LO Chama. At MP 
321,491 ran our of coal and was 
killed. 491 ·screw snowshocd to Osier. 

On January 3. snow cab arrived a, 
Osier to relieve crew~ s1randed I.here as 
well as lhe crew of 1he OY and 498, 
s1ill banging away a1 drifls near Rock 
Tunnel. The nex1 day. 498 and OY 
finally arrived at Osier. fanuttry Sand 
6 were spe111 rerail ing 492 011d train. 
On January 6. OM ventured [onb from 
Chama only 10 brenk down again just 
beyond Cumbres and had 10 return to 
Chama. 

On January 7, Osier was finally cleared 
and OY. pushed by 498 und 497, 
departed taldng 1wo days 10 reach 491, 
Slill buried al MP 321. and two daysto 
dig out 491 and get it back to Osier. 
Meanwbile. OM w,is digging ou1 the 
Line east of Cumbre.,. Finally. at 8: 15 
PM on January I 0. OY plowed up 10 

Los Pinos Siding 10 find OM. 495, and 
493 waiting. Crews rested as the storm 
continued. The next morning. OM 
continued cast and OY run on IO 
Chama, 1un1ed, and doubled back 
toward Alamosa. Returning IO Osier, 
1hey found OM had broken down 
again. The next morning. with OY in 
lhe lead and 498 and 497 still pushing. 
lhey headed home arriving in Alam0S.i 
at midnighL Wi1h 495 and 493 push­
ing. and dead 491 and 492 trailing. OM 
arrived 30 nli out<:s later. 

Bu, ... old man wimer wasn·t done 
yet While Lhe equi1>ment was being 
repaired another )l0nn came in 
blocking the line again. On January 16. 
OY depaned Alam05a wilh 493 and 
494 pm:hing and spent all day getting 
as far as Sublette where buried ro1.;ks 
damaged OY-s blade. forcing a rerum 

C&TS Dispatch 

w Alnmosa. The SL0rm continued for 
four days. On January 20. OY left 
Alamosa with 493 and 495 pushing, 
arriving at Sublette at 9:00 PM. Three 
more feel of snow fell !hat nigh! 
blocking Lhe palh ho,ne. The only Lhing 
left to do was to push toward Cumbres. 

For the next five days crews plowed, 
tying up at nighL a, Toltec Creek, Osier. 
and Los Pi nos. Dy January 27. nearly 
ou1 of food and coal. an air drop solved 
the food problem bul not 1he coal. 
They rtgured Lhcy oniglu be able 10 
make. ii to the Cumbrc.s Yard LimiL at 
Tanglefool Cun·e where four cars of 
coal and a 0a1 car o f lumber sat on che 
sidmg on the upper side of the curve, 
OY and 1.:rew jus1 made i1 co 1he yard 
limil wilh lhe coal they had. Using tile 
lumber. they i;rca,ed a chute to l.nlnsrer 
coal 10 1he lower track. After refueling. 
they plowed vn lo Cumbn:s arriving al 
8:30PM. 

After spending the next day cooling 
::ind servicing equipment at Cumbres. 
on January 29 Lhcy headed down 
through the JO.foot drifts around 
Windy Point. rcturnin.g to Chama on 
Ja11uary 30. However, through fre1gh1 
!i-ervice wa:,n ·1 re)umcd until February 
2, 1952. In the 37-day blockade, over 
250 carloads of freight, mostly gas 
field pipe, had arrived in Alamosa 
headed west Once the line was open, 
the :,now had m be unloa.ded from 1he 
c-ars before they could be loaded and 
sent westward. 

Through the years there have been 
several snow blockades on Cumbres, 
buL 1952 was undoubtedly the worst in 
tcnns of locomoth•cs and crew:­
!i.Lranded and limirntions of available 
equipment. As I write, we're preparing 
to do banJe with the snows of Cumbres 
on May 3, 1997. Hopefully, we'll fare 
better than those brave (and very 
tough) men back in 1952. 

Earl is Superincendem of Opemtio11s of 
tire C&TS. lie is 11 t:on:wliing director 
rl the Friends. and lli.s column appears 
r('gul(lr /y m 1he C& TS Dispa1rh . ... 
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Rock Tunnel 
l enjoyed the article in the ~mmmcr 
1996 Dispatch concerning lhe tunnel 
workers' camp at Rock Tunnel. Further 
confinnat..ion of lhc age of these ruins 
has been puhfo:hed in Thomas Moran: 
Tire Field Sketches, 1856-1923 by 
Anne Morand (University of Okla­
homa Press, 1996). The book 
chronicles known field skelches by 
Moran over the ye.ar.s. 

In Sep1emberof 1881. rhe D&RG 
commissioned a party of Moran: a 
woodcut engraver nnmed Kars1: 1he 
phorographcr W. H. Jnckson; rhc 
author Ernest Ingersoll: and party to 
1ravel over their trackage for publicity 
purposes. Amoog 1J1e field sketches 
made by Thomas Morao on this lrip is 
a l'Oug.h, faim sketch of"Workman's 
Cabin Tohec Tunnel." 

Many or Moran's sketches became 
illustrations for Ingersoll's "Crest of 
the Continent:· a well known travel 
guide of the time. As far ;i,s l know. 
this ske1ch wa~ never turned into a 
finished iUusuation. It shows a small 
,;;quare cHbin dug into the hillside with 
a low pitched roof on it II is above the 
rail grode, bul derails are really 
lacking. The original is pn:scntly part 
of rhe collccrion of the library or Eas, 
Hampton. New York. 

John Gries 
Wichita Stflte Universi1y 
Wichita, Kan.~as 
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LETTERS 

The Ravenglass and 
Eskdale Railway 
I was lucky enough 10 visil 1he 
Cumbres and Toi rec during Seprember 
1993. and having $pent some lime 
travelling, and filming. was immedi• 
acely impressed. I joined the Priends 
rig.ht away and nm now looking 
forward to a ,-et.urn trip. hopefully in 
1997. 

1.n lhe United Kingdom, \\ae have mauy 
preservt:d sh.:am railways and. whilsl 
we have notMng to compare with the 
C&T. I thought fellow ··Friends" mighr 
be interes1ed irl llJe railway that I am 
proud to be associated with ill the UK. 

The Rttvcnglass and F.skdale Railway 
is loc.aled IOtally within the Lake 
District National Park in 1he North 
West of England in an area of great 
naturnl be.aUly. Tile r:ii lway i'\HlS for 
seven miles from Ra.vcnglnss on the 
Cumbrian Coast lO Eskdale. a1 tin: foot 
of Englantfs highC!o;t mountnim. 

Our railway wa.s opene~ in 1874, 
initially as a freight carrier for iron ore 
from mines situated in Eskdole tO the 
mafo l ine railway at Ravenglass. This 
is a moumainous atea and whilst nol as 
ch:1lle.nging as lhe Rockies the hills 
stiJl c limb from ,:ea level to over 3,000 
feel. 

The R&ER, knowo locally as the 
"Rally;· was builr LO 3-root gauge (a 
connec1ion with 1hc C&T!) due to the 
difficult terr.tin. A passenger service 
was introduced in 1875. and for some 
lh.i.ny years the railway 
struggled on depending on 
such local fre,ghr and 
passenger tmffic.: as was 
:ivaila.ble. 

usually associated with lOy or nmua­
ture railways. The following years 
proved thar rhe R&ER was no toy. A 
granite quarry wa.~ opened on rniJway 
owned Jand aod lhc hard granite wa.s 
transponed to a railway owned 
crushing plant. Here the granite was 
crushed lO size ancJ transponed, once 
again on the R&ER. (0 Che main line at 
Ravengl~L-;.s for onward dis1.ribution. At 
Ihe same Lime passengers were 
encouraged, gh•ing visitors the 
opportunity m explore ooe of the mos-l 
beau1il'ul part.S of England. 

Quarrying continued until 1953 and 
passenger services lasted until 1960 
bul thb was expected to be 1he las1 
season of t11e R&ER. The Jinc was to 
be auc.Lioned at the end of 1he summer 
seaso,, bu1. i f no suitable buyer was 
found. the line and stock were to be 
sold off sepanuely. A Prcservat.ion 
Sociely was formed and. with the help 
of some werLlthy enthusiasts, the 
railway was saved. II remains a private 
railwny company with assistance and 
labour provided hy rhe Preservation 
Society. The railway employs around 
25 fuU time staff. Vohuneers provide 
lhe majority of Guards (Conductors), 
man the ticket offices ,u imenneditue 
s.tations and work on lrn<:k relaying nnd 
repair. There is a 1hriving Heritage 
Group prmecling and restoring items 
fro1n the railway's history. The major 
project .ll present comprises the 
rebuilding of one of the firs i 15 inch 
gauge locos to run on t.he R&ER . .., 

The mines failed, leaving the 
railway to finally cl0$e in 
1913 having proven to be 
hopelessly uneconomic. This 
was 1101 10 be the end. In 
1915 1hc fi rst pan of1he line 
reopened 10 the very nnrrow 
gauge of 15 inches. By 1917 
the whole line was back in 
service 10 a gauge more 

Engine Rivtr In (0•8•2) brings n 1rni11 of empr)1 

coaches imo Ravenxtass .wmi<>n from the c:arriage 
sidi,,gs. 
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Engine Northen1 RfJc:k (2~6-2) 11ear Beckf0<,1 wit!, tl 
Rave11g/a.fs w £.rkdt,le train. 

Nonhtrn Rock approaches the rurmahle aI E..skdalt after 
arrivi11g vd1h a 1rait1Jrom Rai•e11.~loss. 

Ravcnglass is the Headquarters of the 
R&ER and here can be found the 
workshops, engine shed. mo.seum and 
catering rocilities. The Company bas 
bllilt dicscJ and blcam locomoth•cs in 
its W'\VTI workshops. including Lwo 
steam locomotives for a tourist railway 
in Japan. Tile ,narn ltne station is 
adj aceru 10 1he R&ER and is }fill open 
to passengers. The main line smion 
building is now owned by the R&ER 
and has been convened to act as the 
r.iilway's own pub-The Ratty Arms. 

Most trains on the R&ER are steam 
opel'ated allhoug_h early and late Lrips 
can be diesel ope1·a1ed. os tlre some 
relief trains a, peak times. In peak 
sea.son 15 tmin.s leave RavcogJass for 
the 7 mile journey to I.he terminus al 
Eskdale (Dalegnrth). 

lrains are despatched by mdio and 
ooly at Ravenglass wi11 1t'.iditional 
se,naphore signaJs be round. Thi; line 
is mainly single track with 1hrce 
intermediate passfog loops :u Mite.side, 
Lnon Road and Fisherground. The 
rolling stock comprise:;: a variety of 
~aloon coaches. semi open coache.~ and 
ru11 opens somewhtu siu,ilnr to the 
open gondolas on the C&T. 

From the Ravengln.ss Station area the 
line drops down a steep J in 40 
gradient to run alongside the River 
Mite. Ahead there is a beautiful 
panorama of all the high lakeland 
peaks. including England's highest 
moumain: Seafell Pike. 

Page8 

The first stop is at Muncnstcr Mill. 
Here. an ancient wa1ermm originally 
built in 1he 151h Cenrnry was pur­
cba,ed by the R&ER in a derelic1 state 
and has now been fully restored. Many 
passengers break their journey at 
Muncaster Mill to 1our 1he old bu1ldin~ 
before contfouing tl1eil' journey. 
Leaving 1he Mill 1hi; gradiem increases 
10 I in 42 uphill and tbe line hugs the 
side ofMuncaster Fell. Passing 1he 
remains of the old crushing plant n1 
Munhwnite lhc line rounds Rock Poinl 
with the River Mite now .some 60 feet 
direc1ly below the ltne. (The R&ER 
answer 10 1he High Une on the D&S!) 

Next oomcs one of the main intermedi• 
u1c stations on the line: lrton Road. 
This is an origina1 Mone buill structure 
dating from the originaJ opening of the 
line and sen·es Eskdale Gccen village. 
'Ille R&ER now pas,e., from the valley 
of Mi1erdalc to the valley ofEskdale 
and trnins then call at The Green 
St"tion. With • gradient of I iu 36 the 
next section is the steepest part of 1he 
whole line. With a heavily loaded truin 
locos have Lo work really hard here. 
The line now clings 10 the hillside and 
1here are tremendous views across the 
volley. 

After 45 minutes tra\•ailing the train 
arrives at Eskdalc (Dalegarth).1heend 
of the line. The scenery here is superb 
with many excellent walks beiog 
possible. Passengers are free to return 
on any train that day. 
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Whilst the R&ER cannot offer K36 
and K37 Mikados. we do have two 
2-8-2 locomotive,; (River Esk, built 
1923, and River Mi1e, built 1966). 
River lrt i:- an 0-8-2 originally bum in 
1894. and Northern Rock is a 2-6-2 
buih in the railway's own workshops 
in 1976. Bonmc Dundee 1s last of the 
"mainlme .. steam locomooves and is 
an OA-2 and i~ ra~t approaching it~ 
cente11ary. 

The Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway 
bas had a fa>einating bisiory and it still 
offers its passengers some of Lhc best 
scenery in the UK. lt continues to offer 
the wonderful sound of narrow gauge 
s1e.1m locommives working hard 
aino11gs1 some of 1he hes1 scenery 111 
the British l$les. 

I was givc.n a tremendous welcome 
during my \'isit to the C&T and I am 
confident the R&ER offers its visitors 
lhe same son or welcome. ff any 
fellow Friend is tthle 10 make 1he long 
journey from 1he Srn1es (01' :rny other 
country) to Ruveng.lass please mo.ke 
your.,.clf known to any member of stalT 
or volunteer. Please contact me at the 
address below if you would like further 
informadon on Lhe Ravenglass and 
P-<kdale. 

Keep up the good work C&T. 

David Jenner 
7. Orchard P/11c, 
Fm·enl,am 
KemMEJJ8AP 
England 
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The Ffestiniog Railway 
I hnvc ri<ldcn the C&'TS many limes in 
my association with the Friends. and r 
enjoy each ride as much as 1he one 
before. The same can be said of my 
three railroad trips to Britain. In 1990 
I had the privilege ofl.koing chaperoned 
by Paul Malery: in 1993 I went with 
the lour organized by the Model 
Ro;tmader magazine~ rmd in 1995 Jt 
was 1.he rum of Al Cars1ens and his 
ch:im>ing wife 10 lead u, through that 
model ra11 paradise. 

I have ridden many lines in the United 
Kingdom. some several times. In this 
leuer I would like to acquaint you wilh 
the Ffestiniog Railway. Located in 
north Wales. this 2~foot gauge Line was 
li r,11 laid in 1836 to '"'"Y sla10 from the 
quarries in Blaenau Ffesliniog 13 miles 
10 the Porthmadog Harbour Station. 
I lorses provided the pulling power ro 
bring the cars to the quarries, and 
gravity on the cominously fall ing 
gradient brought them back to Lhe 
harbor. In 1863 stetun engines were 
introduced. and passenger traffic 
,,:med 1n 1865. 

The ltnc operated until 1946, when it 
wa., abandoned. In 1955, thonks 10 the 
i:ffort~ or volunteers and the suppon of 
a small staff, the line re..~umed passt:n• 
ger SCr\ficc only, now that trucks had 
taken over the ferrying of slates. From 
1955 10 1982. the entire line was 
revived, and today ii boa:-.L\ service w 
over J 00.000 passengers a year, 
including dogs. 

Stations along the line, which had been 
b()arded up. have been rcopcoed and 
t.he small communities have seen 1heir 
popuh11ions increase ai fonncr tourists 
are coming back 10 build homes in the 
beautiful valley. 

There is another line I should ,nention: 
the North York.shire Moors Railway. an 
18~mile~long srnndard gauge s1eam 
railway linking Pickering with 
Grosmont. Staned in 1836 by George 
Stephe11son, i t was closed by British 
Rail in 1965. It was purchased by a 
preserva1ion society. and il now carries 
200.000 passengers a year-three 
times the number mo"ed under British 
Rail. 
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A Fairlie'.idouble~boilu 
pa1e,u locmnmive a1 
Ponhmadog Harbour 
Suaion m• the Ffes1iuiog 
Rai/H'a\'. 77,i., f\,P, of 
Jocom01fre waJ .. fir.11 used 
on the raibi·al1 in 1869. 

:;........, __ _. ___ ..._ __ _. Phows b_v G~• Cm11l>e. 

This Je,ldS me 10 spc:cula1e that if 1he 
British phenomenon or revivrng 
abandoned railroads spreads lo lhe 
United s .. lleS, we can look forward 10 

the C&TS helping 10 populate the 
Chama V31Jey. Cumbre::t Pru,,!l. Osier, 
and Sublette as fom1er passengers 
build permanent or summer homes. 
Why no, al,-0 foresee the roils 10 

Durango since most of the structures 
are srill in good 1,hape'! Rnilf08ding is 
a disease and I chink I have a good 
case of -iL 

GuyP. Combe 
Shaw11et. OK 

More on C&TS or 
D&RGW 
lam writing in response 10 the lcucrs 
10 the editor in the Fall 1996 issue of 
the C&TS Dispatch regarding the 
lettering of 1he wiuer mnk and various 
cars with the Cumbres & Tohcc 
herald. 

The Ctlmbres & Toltec Scenic 
Railrood serves a dual purpOSc: 10 

provide an enjoyable excursion trip 
and 10 preserve • p0rtion of Rio 
Grande narrow gauge history. TI-le 
C&TS was declared both a national 
and a state registered hjs1oric site as 
the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Rail• 
road, not as the Denver & Rio Grande 
Western Railroad. Being both an 
operating railroad and a '1iving 
museum'· is certainly a precarious 
pusitfon in whkh to be. si.nce it strives 
at being a profitable business and a 
historic property. 

C&TS Dispatch 

Buj/ft cw; Ffestiniog Railway. 

The C&TS i.s unique in 1ha1. wilh the 
exception of the passenger cars. the 
1hrcc ballasi hoppers. and the diesel 
locomot.ive. all of the equipment is 
imJigenou~ to this property. Other 
excursion railroads with which l am 
famiJjar maintain a hodgcpo<lgc of 
equipment from various sources­
which a.re usually repainted for the new 
road in order to projec1 a unifom, 
image. TI1e painting and lettering of 
equipment and scrucrures wi1h the 
C&TS hornld hopefully gets our nome 
out IO tile public. It i.s a good promo­
tional tactic. This seems 10 be prinrnrily 
objectionable by railfans who want 
history co cease on or before 1968. For 
your readers· infonnation. the previous 
,,1/atet tank in Chama had a C&TS 
·'roilcl scat'" herald on the south side of 

See letters, page II + 
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PRESERVATION PERSPECTIVE: NO. 8 

Narrow Gauge Main Line 
By Keirlt E. Hayes, A/A 

In the 10s1 issue J raised the question 
"Where did lhe D&RGW SlOre all ll1c 
rolling.tock?" At over 1500 miles, rhc 
Rio Grande narrow gauge system was 
1he largest in 1he United States, with all 
Lbe comp()ncnts of a .standard gauge 
ma.in line operation. I recently rt".ad 
that up to five trains per day each way 
were opcrmed between Durango and 
Alamosa dunng the hdghr of tile 
fannington. New Mexico oil boom in 
the 1950s and 1960s. Sometimes 
eastbound tr.tins between Cumbres 
Pass and Alamosa would reach 100 
cars! 

I recently ran across some interesting 
research io the January/February 1980 
issue of the Narrow Gauge and Short 
u,u., Gaulle. Jn an ai1iclc, Dr. Robcn 
Sloan hos an analysis o[ the rolling 
srock owned by seveml narrow gauge 
railroads. For example. in 1965, the 
Rio Grande h.:id 22 locon1otives and 
1156 pieces of freight equipment 
broke n down as follow~: 288 boxcars: 
252 stockcars; 57 refrigerator cars: 358 
gondolas: 39 rank c,u-s and l62 
flatcars. Th~1t works out to an avcr.1gc 
of 53 freight car!. per locomotive ne:.tr 
the end of operations. Dr. Sloan's 
point is to contrast the Rio Grande ai; a 
ttlatively modetn raill'Oad operating 
large locomotives and long train.!; with 
the much ~honer, .steeper Uinuth 
RaHway ne:u Grand Junction. Colo~ 
rado, which had an average of only 7 
frcighl cars per locomolive. Also. note 
the 1965 figure of 11 56 freight curs, aU 
operating on JOO miles of trackage 
between Alamosa. Fanningto11, and 
Silverton. Assuming five major swrage 
yard~, 1ha1 h. over 200 freight car~ per 
site! The ope.ration of the railroad 
must have been a real handful for the 
train crews and dispatchers! The Rio 
Grande wasn't noceM.ariJy the cute. 
old, rickety anochronism we mighl 
think. 

Look a1 the photograph of locomotive 
483, heading e.astbound from Antonito~ 
this is a long and varied consist. First. 
a standard gauge boxcar is cut in 
bc1wecn lwo idler flat cars; the 
remainder of the train is na1Tow gauge 
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locomor;vt 483 etwbound out of A111onlto with ts 7J·cor tra,·11 011 /Jme. /4, 1941. 
Photo by Otto C. Perry. Denver Pubbc librory. We:aem 1/isto,)' Depc,rtme,11. 

bo1tcntS, reCrigerators, (I.ltd tank earl>. 
l ikely 1-1l1 load, hending to Alamosa. At 
73 cars. this is pmhahly the mos-1 that 
Lhe locomotive can h::indJe by it.self on 
the flat and 1angem track.. 

A video tape produced recently by 
KRMA TV in De.n'ler documents the 
reminiscences of li"c long•1irnc 
railroad eothu~iusts. While rhe 
discu!)sion encompasse:'t all Colorado 
railroads. a significant ponion or the 
program is devoted ro the Rio Grande 
narrow gauge, w ith wonderful footage 
of operations in the 1950s and 1960s 
on Cumbres and Marshall passes. 
His1orian and aulhor Jack.Mm Thode 
compares 1hc Rio Grande with 1h.e 
narrow gilUgc Colorado and Southern 
lines: 

The Colorado and Sowhem operated 
wftl, :.mall lonm101fres built for the 
railroad ill 188() and mndem .rttfl 
frt1me freig/11 rar:r ,'11i/e tl,e Rio 
Grandl! p11rr:hased large modem 
locomo11',•es ln the 1920s and hauled 
wood frame freight cars beht'11d them. 

A very interesting obscrva1ion, I think. 
gjven Dr. Sloru.1's research. 

In 1he last column. I extended OJ1 
io,d1a1ion to reade.rs to send copies of 
historic photographs. lf you have done 
any research. mea.~ured drawings. or 
have photographs of the Cumbres and 
Toltcc. please contac1 me. as your 
mutcrials: may be of ,•;l1ue to the 
Fri~nds. Many model railroaders have 
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t.ak:en the 1ime 10 c.arefully measure 
and photograph buildings and rolling 
stock. and infonnmfon gathered prior 
to 1970 can be useful for furore 
project planning. 

As you llJ(ly gather. I am o model 
r:1ilr<.1nder, am.I havt i;pen1 thi.~ pas1 
wi1uer ccmi,1ructing models of several 
of the can, in the C&TS collec1ion. It 
has been very informative. as the 
models help me understand how the 
fu.ll.sizc cars are constructed. It is aJso 
stunning to me. the difference in 
scale. volume, anti ma:,,!). Lu:,t 
~ummcr. I personally moved ,l full• 
site freight car wi1h my h:1re h~1nds. 
Okay-six of us did 1he work, and it 
was a s1eel fla1 car with all rhe wood 
decking removed, but il was amazing 
the effort it took to get the car moving 
and then stop it all an a distance of 20 
f~ct. ln contrast. I can move a model 
with 1hc barest 1ouch or my ringer ;rnd 
drop a coupler on my 1oe with no 
<.:onSt:quc.nce. Try tha1 with a fulf.~iie 
coupler-l don ·1 think three people 
can litl one mgelher! This is all rooc1 
for thought for this summer's work: on 
Cook Car 053. In Jone, • crew will 
tum six large, heavy pieces of oak 
i1110 a new platform for rh\! fonuer 
RPO. 

Keith is a lo11g.1ime volwueer. Hi_,; 
column llppears regular(.,, ,'n the 
C & TS Di.<pt11t/1 . ... 
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it, but which was so faded no one 
no1iced or complained about it. 

The Cumbres & Tohec Scenic Railroad 
has come imo hs own with n 27 year 
history, which is 2.3 percent of the 
railroad's to1al 117-ycar his1ory. There 
should be pride in lhe C&TS :,od i lS 
accomplishments. There are also legal 
quc.\UOn.s surrounding the use of lhc 
D&RGW herald Oil e,1uipmen1 Otll<r 
than historic equjpmem. I think I.he 
locomotives in AnLonilo should be 
lenered C&TS because of lheir 
strategic vantage point,; for advertising. 

One of your readers expressed disgust 
a, seeing C&TS leuered equip,nent in 

charters. The railroad tries to accom~ 
modme the sponsor of the: charter as 
much as J)()~~ible. When ~omeone 
chancrs a t.rain. it is usually possible to 
get the equipme,u lenered for wJuue\•er 
is desired. This. however. adds 
addltiooal cos1 to the charter. It is up 10 
1hc party sponsoring lhc cbancr Lo 
ccwer the cost or parnung. leuenng and 
relenenng 1he equipmem if they so 
choose. not the railroad. The sponsor 
can also choo:,c v.1h01 equipmenl wilJ 
be used. if il is in operable condition or 
can be 1l'lnde so easily. 

Achieving the optimum with regards to 
this dual purpose requires a delicate 
balance. There needs 10 be a compro­
n\ise between 1he bi stories or 1he 
C&TS and lhe D&RGW. I lhink lhe 
replit-a freighl Lrain~ ~hould continue 
being lenered Rio G111nde, while rhe 
excursion trains and non-D&RGW 
equipment acquired for work 1·rain~ 
should be lenered C&TS. I have oo 
problem with replacing Rio Grande 
heralds wilh Cumbres & Tohec ones 
on stnic1ures rhm had rhem. 

As an employee of 1he C&TS. I am 
proud of the. railroad and ils accom­
plishmems in the post 27 years. Ir has 
achieved national and intern:uional 
auc.otion in the ruilfan community in 
i~, own righ1 "-' Lhe C&TS for i1s rotary 
operations, excursion trains. and the 
replica Rjo Grande freighl U'OillS. or 
course, much credic goes m the Friends 
for 1heir work over 1h1: yi:;"JrS in 
acquiring more equipment and in 
res1oring the freight equipmt'!nt and 
structures to make the replica freight 
trains possible ond to preserve 1he 
historicaJ aspccl of the railroad along 
1he line. Personnlly, I was proud thaL 
Ro1ary OY was lcuercd C&TS when ii 

ran in 199lallcr a long hiaws. Al­
though I was no1 an employee 01 lhe 
time. I feh it 1-e1,rese1Hed the pride and 
detemUnnuon of the people who 
operated and maintained it. I have 
continued ro get 1ha1 same feeJing each 
time I know iL is opernled. In 1995, I 
had 1he oppor1uni1y to experience thtll 
feeling fi r.s1-hand as l was one of the 
fi remen on Rotary OY. It was a great 
feeling of accompli.shmcnt lo fina.Uy 
break 1hrough a mojor drifl. I 1uke 
pride in this .-ai.Jl'oad and my job, as I 
lhink all of ils employees do. Hope­
fully, 1his pride i, reflec1ed in its name. 

That is my lhirty-1wo cents (rhe cost of 
postage) worth on this subject, which 
seems 10 have irked some of your 
readers. Hopefully. a balance will be 
slnick in 1he dual purpose of being an 
operaling ratlroad and a historical 
proper1y lO 1he ~;-nisraction or all in the 
near future. 

Also. for your readers· information. 
au.ached is a list of equipmen1 lettered 
for 1he C&TS. 

Mark Y<ues 
C& TS t:mployee 
Choma.NM 

ROSTER OF C&TS LETTERED EQUIPMENT 
November 1, 1996 

Box Cars 
401 Friends' storage 
3016 Friends' storage 
3484 paint stor.tgc 

Proo Bouom GondgJas 
700 
731 
755 
848 

Vol. 10 No. 2 

Gondola:; 
1204 former open rider 

gondoln-b•d ordered 
1746 former open rider gon­

dola-bad ordered, frame 
lertcred D&RGW. sides 
lencred C&TS 

Idler Flat 
6708 

RW:ivecalor Oar 
169 

C&TS Dispatch 

Raihto>· ros1 omce cars 
54 
65 

\Vork l¼Juipnu:nt 
0472 auxili.:ll'y water car 

for Rolary OY 
OK Oangcr 
OY rotary 

Cahm,se 
0306 lcncrcd Rio Grande 
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1997 
Schedule of Events 

June 16. Monday-June 20. Friday 
Volunteer Work Stss,on "A' 

June 20, Friday 
Annual Dinner and Meeting 

June 21, Saturday 
1870s Freight Tram The Eurek\l 

June 23. Monday-June 27. F1lday 
Volunteer Work Session "B" 

Augusl 11 Monday-August 1 S. F1klay 
Volunteer Wor1< SilSslon ·c" 

August 15, Friday 
o,nner and M«tlng 

August 16, Saturday 
Ninth Annual Moonlight Train 

Cumbres as the volumRers first/otmd it in the fall of 1970. when tl1ey mo,•ed 
equipmem o,·er the line from Amomto to Chama. Tins photo by Art 8ajr, ,'s 
one in a serieJ. he took showh1g the 1970 equipme11t moves. 

Oc1ober 19 Sunday 
Planned Clos,no Day 

Friends of the Cumhres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad, Inc. 
5732 Osuna Road NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Spencer Wilson 

4304 Via De Luna NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87! l0--4952 

Non-Profit 
Organiianon 
U.S. Pos1ngc 

PAID 
Albuquerque. NM 

Ptrmil No.1710 

Spencer


