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Friends· w>lwttcer:. aml memben· of the C&TS track O't'IV /(Ay out 1/Je p<,Jrt.s of the 
thrte•rai/ swiu:h on 11e~1 ries a, 1/Je we.st end of 1/Jc dual~gaugr clispllly track. 71,e 
switch is in.-ride rhe loop;,, Amoniro, near the stt1tion. Tht! swirch was obrainedfrom 
an unused spur ilJ Alamosa and brought to Amonito i11 1989. '40rk will cominue o,; 
this project br /998. All photos by Tom Cardin. 

What We Did Last 
Summer 
Volunteer Worlc Sessions -
June and August 1997 

In Anconilo volun1ccl"l 

• Con,lnlclcd 8- by 160-fooi concre1c 
oprun> along both si<lcs of die «isling 
RIP IJ'ack. These aprons gi"c a furn 
found::ui1.'11l <m which co pince j,icM ror 
hfung i.."3fS: they also provide a ~uJuble 
surface for working under cars. 

• Moved cabo.>...e 0579, asuindard 
D&ROW shore caboose d1u1 ha., heen on 
display in Anmoito for decode~. to the 
RlP lrnck for dctcnnmatioo of what 
work will be n,ecdcd 10 .restore it to 
tWdablo cood1li0n. 

• Moved Oat car 6 708 to !he RIP 
tmcl.. where u was pamally dtsas­
scmblcd und it. state of repair pholo­
gruphcd uud documented. The car will 
be rehulh in foturc work "iCS~ion~ 

• Began install:!lion of u 3-rail switch 
m 1hc dual~gaugc display t.rock Lhat was 
l,tid down by 1be Fncnds in 1990. The 
'IWitxh wiJI no1 be u~. hut vbjwr-. will 
he able 1n inspecl ii J.nd ~e hnw l1 
ope:r:1tes. ~Photo above., 

In Chama we 

• Repaired and rrplaced numerous 
1.r.t.ekcd rafl~ri> m Lhc sauJ hou,e. 
str~ngllk:t1t!d lhe underl'1)'11tenl, and 
reroofed 1he llou,c: ,nsrnlled new 
siding where nOl.-e'-.s~ry. paimOO the 
exterior, and s1ab1hzed the tower. 

The August 
Volunteer 
Work Session 
Sevcnly volunleers wi:re oa 1J1e 
Cnmbres & Tol1ec Scenic Railroad 
during the August 11- 14 voluntc·,:r 
work session. They completed 
projects started during t.hc June work 
sessions, a~ well as undenaking new 
projects. The three summer work 
sessions lrnd 195 \'Olunteers froll'I 27 
states and Ausu-.ilia. 

In !his las1 issue of the C&7S Dl,1xirclt 
for 1997. we present an overview of 
the work done during 1hc AugusI work 
session, as well as the nccomplisb-
01enrs or tJ1e volunteers at aJI 1hree 
sessions. We also pre.sen! u complete 
roster of Lhe 1997 volunteers. 

• Paimed twcJve freight cars. includmg 
all six sheep cars. 

• L,euered nineteen freigh1 cars "1th 
historically correcL markings. 

• Comple1ed one end-sill re<1ora1ic:m oo 
cooL: car ())J h)' installing. new oal ~ill 
extensions. ond a new oak end beam. 
and reinstaUed the metaJ handrails and 
other hordworc and complcted n 
structur.tJ inspi;x:1ion ur the car. 
• FJmshed .a complete reno\'atron of the 
night watchman'l!o house. Wilh rc~lon:d 
plumhin,g, o nl!W .;.htlwer, and:\ new ga~ 
water hc:uer. the hou.$C u; now a 
,u1roble bunking facility for summer 
volunteers. 

See Summtr, page 4 + 
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

I took a railroad holiday in 
Maine this fall. 11 wa, for the 
purpose of represeming ~,e 

friends al 1he annu31 co1wention 
of lhe As..wcinLion of Railway 
Muscwn, (ARM). The Friends 
have recently become members 
and this was a fine opponuniry 
to meet some of our colleagues. 
Out ho~ ,,,as lhe Seash<>re Trolley 
Museum in Kennebunkport. 
Maine. Seashore is credited wit.h 

founding the railway preservation movement in the United 
States ir1 l939 when six young men acquired 011e of the 
local streetcars that was being sold for scrdp. ARM 
currently ha'I l 07 mc,nbel' otganizatio," in 1he U.S. a11d 
Canada. Representatives from 45 of lttem allended this 
conference. The seminars were full of pracl.ic.al ideas and 
shared experiences conc.erning operations and safety. 
cre3ting displays and guided toun.. markecing. and 
res1ora1ion 1echnique:,. 

In addi1ion to lhese .seminars and the mform:uion in the 
Pica.~ \,l,Tltc ihc editor at quarterly newslener. ARM has recemly comple1ed a project 

1307 45th Street, Lo!-. Alamo.,, NM 875-44 which will be a si~nificant contribution lo its members and 
c8matl: u.\ll / ,W7@(l,f)l.<·hm the r.1ilw0:y preserv:nion community at large. Thi.; year i1 

The C'.A-TS Di,(U~h i~ JXll>ll~d fr,ur illue:,.e.,.;h )·t-.ir b) •he Fric-nd,,,r wi11 ~~bli~h ··R_eco~en~cd Practices for Ruilwny Mu~e--
tbe-Cumhn::. i.\l fnhcc ~n1c- Rnitwlld, • 1oc3 73'!-0,.unil Rooid N'F ~- wtuch \Vilt be :rvrrth,bli!Taany ltltJSie-um or orgamt.a• 
,\lbuqlk'•~1,1t, I\M 87109. Tht Fm!n4·H'f 1he CumhH .. "S .s: T,,u.:.: Scc111.. tion which would like 10 m,¢ ii.. De\•elopcd O\'Cr a 1hree year 
R.11ilmnd. Im: l':ti Nev. \ie:ui:onoof"'\fi1 l!l'rp.lr:101ic1 pel'iod b)' representatives of ARM in cooperalion with 
Tbc Friends h the oCfkiaJ mw.cum w.rpon iroup for the Cu.mbtc1 &. 
Toht.c Sc4!11k R.t1lrrn1d • M•mJlt.-loug. 11pr,r1111n1 railro.ad • ni.l 
1111,n,au'il n l nu1n,J1.I h,,.tnr) .i!W lc1,:.h1..-,lfl8) ht-h•rcn A,ik11niM, C"olo­
r,ulo Ill~ ("hartw. Ne"'' M~ll,tt.:~. fhe 111\ho.-,d ,~ 1'1'V,Md h) C't1lnr.11do a-'d 
II.kw "1iC!.\tNaml i\ "1"1.ttc4 h)' Thi: C"tJmhr..-\ & T\-ilta: St"11il R.i11lnwl 
Corport1Uon.. A:, the O\U!<.Uffl \UJ1f'Ofl t"'IIP tht hiQIJ\ I\ dc-J,c.ucd IU 
rbe prc~rva1100 and tnlerpRWit.-n of tht' rul lrn.t. 

f;1111tl)· ml'trihn11h1r mt~ f-rn'nd\ 1'< S'.!S.tll ~ )'Ut, ullh1dc lht LIS.A 

mt,nb¢Nbtp 1-. ,1.\SJ)I), All i.:.-0.11tnbut11M\.-1 n~ rully llu: 1Jeduc11bfo .iind 
will be pn.,c(uJJy .t~eptt.J. Ptcii11c wri1c u .. in Alhuq1,1c:-niuc ur c-...SI u~ ;it 
( 505 • &(). 131 l for mfunmiuoo about the hkud\. 1 he Cumbrc~ & Tohrt 
Scemc. Ri11lrmd i11 both a ~illnoaill and n State RcgiMcrtd m~on-c Site 

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 

COLORADO Antonito 

Chama NEW MEXICO 
Denver & Rio Grande Railway-1880 10 1886 
Denver & R,o Grande Railroad- 1886 to 1921 

Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad- 1921 10 1970 
Cumbrcs & Tohcc Scenic Railrond-1970 to 1997 

© 11197 FRIENDS OF TltE CUMBRES & TOt.TEC SCENIC RAILROAD, IIIC. 

members of lhe American As~ociol.ion of Museums. il is o. 
self-help guide for the grow1h and development of milway 
pre.serv:uion organiznl.ions. fl will ;1!~0 serve ii'> a .,c,:, of 
benchmarks for evalua1mg member museums seeking AAM 
accreditation. several of whom intend to bciio Lhis process 
in the coming year. 

I t.hlnk this document 1.s aJ.so a tnbu1c to voluntecrism o.nd 
wh.at it can achieve. One seminar speaker told us that hair of 
all American museums have- no paid Ma.ff. Most milw:1y 
mu.scums h;wc few or no p3id staff. The accomplishments of 
our organiza1ion.s have come from the efforts of our knowl­
cdgcablc: and dedica1ed volmlleers. We have acquired the 
anifac.ts. sa,1ed Lhem. conserved them. reston:tl them. and 
have a body or knowledge ahou1 one of the fundamental 
developmentaJ fon .. -es in our country's heritage. We have 
much l.0 share wi1h the YiSiting puhlic. "Recommended 
Prac1ices," developed by volunteers. will serve the volun­
teers of the rJ.ilway preservation coinmuniry, helping them 
m create stronger organiz..1t.ion~ that suppon their progn1m.s 
and itterea:,e tJ1eir resources. 

The work of the volunteers you tuive ~upp0ned lhiS year b 
reported in chi~ issue. Our wort sessions had the larges, 
auendanee ever- 195 people from 27 stulcs a.nd Austtalia. 
Al conferences in !.ac,·amemo. Califorrua. and Portland. 
Maine, this year, I have learned how wi<lely regarded our 

+ 
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President's Column 
Co111in11edfrom page 2 

work sessions are for lhe amount of 
work we accomplish in o. ~horL period 
or tune. Through the coo1ribu1ions or 
you. our members, and all of our 
planmng and work project teams, we 
hnv-c created one of11'tt.! most signift­
can1 his:mric preservation sites in the 
country. You can all be very proud. 

News f rom Colorado Springs. We arc 
ready to begin rc:;toration work at lite 
Wes1ern Mll"eum of Mini,,g &. 
Industry. In May seven volumeers 
from both our museums worked to 
clear the bam and in the rollow1ng 
weeks lights and electrical oudcts 
were installed. In August. twelve 
volunteers installed about J 50 linear 
feet or track (now called Ibc "WMMJ 
Very Short & Narrow .. ). Local 
businesses donated pan of lhc cost of 
1he supplies for bo1h or 1hese improve. 
meats. In August and September the 
final revisions were made t0 the 
governing agreemenl among the 
Cumbl'es & ToltecTriad pariies an<I 
theWMMJ. 

Flat car 6200 has heen selected as the 
firs.t project and h.ns been moved to the 
site. Cal' 620<) is one or lWO examples 
of a siec1 reinforced wood frame Oat 
car built in 1918. 11,e firs1 phase of 
work will be n disman11ing nnd 
assessment to detel'mine how much of 
the orig:ina.J artifact can be re tained in 
the restored piece. 

- Terri Shaw 't 

DOCE!VTS NEEDED-Share 
Your Knowledge 
With the encouragement and support 
of the new Operacor, 1hc Friend:,. are 
developing a program to have 
interpretive volunteers (docen1s) oo 
the railroad property du.ring the 
operational season. Assignmen1s will 
include speaking to train passengr.rs 
dul'ing 1he two hours before depnrwre., 
talking to visitors in the railroad 
yards. and being an on-board car hos1. 
Tr you would like to be a docent, a 
~upervisor, or help in dei,igning the 
program. please contact the Friends" 
l)mce for further ioronnaLion. 
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Gl,11de11 Ct1steel (right) 
receiving tMs years Friends' 
Distinguished Servke Aw,ud 
from Terr; Shaw. president, and 
Hill Loclc. forml!.r president, a., 
tlte Friends August I 5 mee1ing 
;,, Chtmra. Casteel and lbck 
were lire first volumeers, 
begbming presen:miorr work 
on the Cmnbru & Tollec 
Sce11ic Railroad in Jurre 1981. 
From that time u1111l 1994, 
Casteel was a key planner for 
de,ermining projtch' and 
est.nblishi11g timeUnes and wa., 
itr.wrumenMl in planning 
.'ichedules and acquiring 
material.r for tlte summer work 
se.uions. He has atfo .\'etw:d as 
ucre,ary a11d as a dire,·tor of 
,he Friends. 

Friends Receive Donation 
The Friends are plea<ed 10 be 1he 
recipients of a SI .500ca~b award from 
the 171h National Na,·row Gauge 
Convention Committee. As you know. 
the friends had :i boolh 01 the conven• 
tion recently hc.Ld in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Dil'OCIOr for Meml>t:l'Ship Howard 
Bume rnaoned lhe boolh o.nd wa"' rnoc-1 
ably assisled by Tom and Leslie Nagle 
of Spring Valley, Ohio, At the conven­
tion. held from August 20-23, 1997. 
the Friends were able Lo gain 14 new 
members who con1ributed $1.063 
toward rorwardiog the goals or 1he 
Friends: C&TS RR preservation, 
rcstorut.ion, and interprecatioo nctivirles. 

The gift from Lhe Committee 1s lo be 
used toward rostornlion and intcrprcca-

Looking for Photos 

tion activi1ies. In 1he words of the 
letter, •"'fhis gift i~ glven in apprecia~ 
lion of the work that you arc doing in 
prese.rving the memory and physical 
phml or the (Denver & Rio Grande 
Western) Cumbre.s & Toltec {Scenic 
Railroad) and (Rocky Moun1:1in) 
narrow gauge railroadlng:---

Ncxt year. at 1he 18th NNGC in 
Colorado Spnngs, we wUI again have a 
booth and are thinking of presenting 
one of the clinics. Hopefully, we will 
have Friends and volunteers who will 
again step in to help staff the booth and 
spread the word about 01e Friend, and 
tl1e work we do i n Chama, Antonito, 
and along the line, as well as the new 
joilu venture al the We.~tern Museum 
of Mining aod Industry, 

We are looking for historic pholos for two purposes. The first relates to 
development of plans for a new roundhouse building In Chama. The Fnends 
will be assembUng the wntten matenals for planning and describing the 
project. We are looldng for photos showing the roundhouse and tumlable in 
use and how it looked in that pan of the yard. The second is a Joint project 
with the Operator and the Mountain Railroading Museum of Chama to 
locale photos for enlargemenl and dosplay In the passenger coaches. We 
are interested in pholos of places along the line from the period 1880-1940 
that could be coupled with current photos of the same scenes, typtcal 
railroading scenes on tl'le San Juan extension from that time period, htstonc 
maps and postet'S, II you have such photos. we would hke to hear from you. 
II yoo recall seeing a published pholo that would be a good choice for enher 
of these projects, we would appre<:iate a reference to lhe book or periodical 
that it appears in And tt you are interested In worl<ing on either of theS<! 
projects, please contact us. 

C&TS Dispatch Pa~e3 



Summer 
Con1i1111ed /mm page I 
• Continued ~ie res1orolion of inspection car MW02 and 
carried out mcchnnicaJ repairs. The remainde.r of interior 
work and exterior pain£iog will be done next year. 

• Repaired roofs and rebuilt brake and tunning gear on three 
sheep cars. 

• Cood.ucte<I test,; for bmking action oo one ~beep c;tr: lhc 
hrnking re,,ponse was good. 
• _Began a major landscaping nnd beautification progrum of 
r:iilroad propeny in Chama and An1onilo. 

• Replaced roof walks on four boxcars. 

• Finished the restoration of 40-foo, rcfrigera,or cur 157 by 
rql'!irtng and replaciog the ice hatche.<. outside <ills. doors 
and jams.. and sidmg aJ1d ra~cfa: pa.irned 1he exterior. 
• lnslallcd new truss rods and Lrucks of the correct design on 
30-foot refrigerator ear 55. 

• Convened pipe gondolas 9613 and 9615 to observation 
gondolas during two mini work sec;~ionc; in May aod August 

At Cumbres crews 
• Pain1ct.l the exterior of the car inspector·s house. 

• Finished rooting the sechon hou~ by ins1alliog a n~w roor 
on the south face. The ne" roor consists of roofing felt 
applied lo plywood sheathing with furring strips over the fell 
10 :~low the new cedar shingles to breathe. 

• Removed all nonoriginal walls and plumbing in the 
5-cction house in prcpanntcmior ffircnofrcstornfioo iie'n"ycar 

In <kier we 
• Co11Linued sec-11on house fe.\loration by builJing new 
p<>fche~ from and back nnd 3 new rrom porch roor. 

• Began re,corJtion of the depot by removing the interior 
down 10 the ,c.tuds and in~talli.11g four Durango style win­
dows and t100f to ceiling braces. 

Finally. in Sublflte volunteers 
• Cmficd and installed trompe /'oe.i/ window panels on the 
M:Ction house. The Sile now sec.ms more alive as the trains 
pass by because of the scenes of life in the house long ago 
Uull ore p0nrnyed on the willdows. 

hr Chama, Jay Samuels arrd Randy Won~·ag auach a plumb 
string to n.'friger01or car 55 i'1 preparation for tixluemn.~ 
the 1russ rods. The crew worked long a'1d hard 1Jiro11gh 
Smurday 11romlng /0 finish. 

Carol Anne Freemuu (left). CharleJ· Slewart, and Don 
Stett•art pa;,u 1he nigJrt H.'(1U'hmm, :S l,ouse ;,, Chmm,. The 
Jr.m1..te i.t a rtfrigttrawr car IH>dy. The pt1in1 rre11· wa.r in 
t1gre~me.111 that ii sha11fd be repainted iu rt'efer colon.· and 
KfmJted 10 k,ww whm i1.s ,mmber ~•as ,\O 1ha1 ii CtJu/d be 
rel,mered. Earl KnfJob found an old photo showing it as 
/61. and thm is how i1 will be le11ered next summer. 

** C&TS on the History Channel ** 
The Cumb,es & Toltec Scenic Railroad was the site 
for episodes in the History Channel's "Trains Unllm· 
ited," produced by the GrayStone production group 
of California. There will be twelve episodes in the 
series. The first episode featuring the C&TS ap­
peared on September 15, 16, and 21. "Great Tram 
Robberies." 

Caboose 0579 resls on a /lClt·bed tmiler before being mo1•ed 
orrto t:ribbing on lite RIP track it, A11tt>11iw. 011ct 011 thr 
1r1,ck., tl,e c,.ew began tm a.tfessment oftl,e underfrt.1me so 
Ilml re.m,rt.ttiun ';1,'0r/.:. CUit begin in /998. Jt, spud 
rt:.\UJrtJlif)IJ we an Jooki11g for a second t·nw 10 plan and 
carry om rhe restonJtimr of rhe roof a1Jd c111>0la. 
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In Cluum1, 1he fJ(litU crew srrape gondolas before spray 
paintin8 J/,em, 11,e p(lint crew save (I second <·oar In all six 
sheep cars and poi"1ed six otJrerfreight L'flr,f, 

11,e car Te/NJ.ir L·rew work on a sheep car roof in Chama. 
'/1,ey also nplaced ronfwalks 011/ our boxcars. 

A mini work session waJ' lw{d in Chama 1/r.e week before the 
regular August work session. Here vohmteers remore ru.sr 
f rom pipe gondola 9613. which was Tt!.Stored to be used as 
<m ol;,sen ·ation gol1{Wla 

Call for Artists 
Gone arc the battered plywood window covers at the 
Suhlette Secrion Kouse. All eleven have been replaced by 
trompe /'oeil (that's French for fake) window paJ1els 1ha1 
look (at a diSlancc) like real wimlows wi1h pnncs and 
sugge!.I mtenor activity. instead Qf boarded up abandonmenL 

ThankS 10 the basic res1oration work accomplished by 
\'ariou~ Friends over the pai,t :;t\'Cnd years. lhis year•~ 
project team was able to apply M)me creative finisb.lng 
touches to the Section House, bt1v~ !!<Orne fun doin,g ~o, aud 
perhaps slart a m:od. The real artistic work was done well 
beforehand. with Mary Cardin. Sarah Cowles, and Elsie 
Vogt painting the •'interior scenes'' (e.g .• a <log. flowers in 
vases, a cat, a lamem, curtains, shades, etc.) on black 
panels prepared by Dick Cowles. Then Dick and his wife, 
Karen, vomished and installed the panels al the site. 
adding fake mullions as well. 

later thl~ year the doors will be re.,tored, and then ii'~ on 10 

crcming more paoels for nex1 year's work session-six for 
1he Log Bunkhouse and four ror 1bo Shingle Bunkhouse. 
The Cow.les's are puuing ou1 a call f0t olOre anislS. Jr you 
would like co creace a panel or 1wo for pos1eri1y­
especiaUy if you have some ideas for appropriate bunk­
hou,e window scenes-coll ~,em 31 ,05-986-1814 or 
e-mail <richurd.cowlcs@kpmg.,prinu:om>. 

Sa11ta's Helpers? 
,(. ..,,._ - -~ 

-,S IUT IUfllA.-0 TO CHO 

r 
'I! 

~ · .... ' -'""'-'"''"=· -'"'="e:....--~·.. ' 

x. 0,.. ... 
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In Cluml(l, Roy Olh:,ard uses an acetylene torch to cut ,,ff 
Q/d lxJfls 011 o 00:c,·ar ,·oach. All grab irons were reattached 
with new bo/Js wul W'1sher,f to make rhem more secure. 

Getting Started 
8y Spttn<:er Wilwm 

''Tall Oru from LitLlc Acorns Grow" 
(David Event, 1796-1813) 

In lhis case lhc "little acorn·· was an item in u newspaper 
and the "tall oak'' is the Cunibres & Tohec Scenic Railroad 
as we know it loday. 

On October 27. 196(), a news release buried in the inside 
pages of the Albuqucrqu~ Journal caught the eye of Carl 
Turner, then Exooulivc Director of the New Mexico Rural 
Electric CooperaUve.Associallon and, more recendy. 1wice 
member of the Railroad Commission. Turner was noL a 
railfan. raHroad his10rio11, or model railroad builder. The 

We Came From Far and Near 

Twenty-seven s1.i1es and Australia were represented at the 
three work sessions this summer. Tbc distribution of the 195 
volunlecrs is gi\lCn below. 

Ausi.ralia-2 Missouri- 3 
Arizona-LS Nebraska- 3 
California-26 New Je,,.ey-1 
Colorado-46 New Mexico-45 
Florida-4 New York-I 
Gcorgia-3 North Carolina-2 
IUinois-2 Ohio---4 
Kansas-3 Oklnhoma-2 
Maryland- I Oregon-2 
Minnesota-2 Pennsyl\•ania-1 

South Dakorn-2 
Te,,nes...-.e;:c--1 
Texas-8 
Umh-5 
Vitg1nia-l 
Wa.,hinglon-4 
Wisconsii'l-2 
Wyomin~- 1 

Friends Found in Eleven Countries 

In adclition to the Unite.d States. 33 membe~ of the F"l'iend~ 
of rhe Cuinbres & Tollec Sceoic: Railroad arc found in 
Australia. Belgium. Canada. Finland. Ge1·m;1ny. Malny:,ia. 
New Zealand. Singapore. Swiizcrland. and the Uni1ed 
Kingdom. 

iwm interested him bcc.ausc of any possible impact the 
maner migh1 have on busine)~ for 1he hX'"-1 clcclric coopcra­
tjvc. Little djd Turner. or anyone else. for that matter, teahze 
1he •·1a11 oak" or tha1 article in the new:,papcr. 

The Joumai reported thai the U.S. Depanmem of 1he 
lntettornad Jost slgnetl a cumt,h:-twill"i the Denver-& Rfo 
Grande Western Rr1ilruad to relocate about twelve miles of 
Lhe line, nearly eight miles or county ro:.ds, and the We:,tcm 
Union Telegraph Cornpany•s hoc in Archuleta County, 
Colorado. wichin lhe site of the Navajo Dam and Reservoir. 

The Navajo Reservoir was pan of the much larger Colorado 
Ri\ler Storage Projec:1. scheduled rot coinplelion ln 1963. 
Navajo Dam was located on the San Juan River, in San Juan 
and Rio Arriba Coun1ies in 1ionhwe:,1 New Mexico. The 
lake formed by 1hc dam would. when filled. ex1end back up 
the S:11, Juan River iruo :,Outhw~u:m Colorado and i.nundate 
the roadbed of the narrow gauge Denver & Rio Grande 
Wes1em. Hence the need 10 reloc:.ltc that still active portion 
of Lhe San Juan Exten.sion of the parem railroad com pony. 

See Gttting Started, puge 10 ♦ 

Tire ferterhrg cn"w had a special 
cha{le11ge with 1U'wly rebuilt and 
fXtllrted gondola 96/5 (work do11e 
during o mini w<>rk session ill 
May). The t:t,r wa_\' in .\'ervice mt rlre 
dail\' tram but was "naked." So 
the): du/ their ',1.'0tk m the (!llf/y 

momlng and /aft' aftenroo11. 
Pc,sstngen,· rm the mom;11g of 
Au~u.,·t 12 saw Kirk Rohrig anti 
Matthew Nidlf,IS p111 Jtn'l minute 
wuches cm 11,e ,mmber., and 1!1e 

flying Rio Grande. 
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VOLUNTEER ROSTER-1997 WORK SESSIONS 

Work Sessions A. B. and C. Rollie Hir,ch C Night Watchman·s House Section House 
Sonle volunteers worl.td at CUnis t-li.xon B *Roger Bri88l'< A, 8. C •not> Akers A, 8. C 
more than one sit.e and on Susan LcMmon A. 8 Bob Burggraar B Phil Barney A 
1n<>rc tbao om: team. but Doo Nicholl~ ;.\ Carol A11ne f'rei:m.an C •Roger Rrtttling A 
space does no1 allow muhiplc *Mar.,.in Sand.mire A, n, C Jerry Sahnd A Tim 8nstow A 

listings. Please let 1he Sharon Sharmu A Wayne 1'hurston A* B. C John DeRosa A 

Albuquerque office know or TolTI Sharratt A 8-00 Tully A, B Tom Donovan A. 8 

any errors or onussions. Cha,lcs Stewan C Nicholas Wilson C Earl Dexler A 
Do0S1ewan C Refrigcr.uor Car 55 *Blakl! Forbes B 

*tea.,n leader Dud Thomas C Kevin Corwin C Gerald C',orzoch A 

ANTONITO l'nula Thomas C Mau Jameson C Jim Gross A. R 
Site Lea<lc.cs Car Repa.in, fay Samuels C I.es Hd:.e11 A 

Wayne Froeark A, 8 , C *Roy Blizzard C Ralph Va1lC:e C Val Heben A 

Drake Rice 8 Lloyd Bruning C •Rn.mix \Vorwas C Alludd A. B 

Caboose 0579 Keo Earle C Refrigenitor Car 157 
Scou Leide.nberger A 

•Bill Kepner A.C •Tony Kassin A. B. C Jame:, Graham A 
Phil McDonald A. 13 
Don Richter 8 

Warren Rrng:er A, C Kenoeth Madisoo C David LcMmon A, B Jack Schuh B 
Chmnidcr 

Malcolm Merrihew C John Lock A 
•T1mo1hy Smllh A. ll. C 

An Nichols C Bill Mackey A OSIER Malthew Nichol.i. C David Sands A, B, C 
Flat Car As..-;e..,~ment Jim P..mles C • Al Smucker A Si1e Leader 

•Wayne FreelUt. C Mar~R=I C frank Smucku A Ted Non:r~ A. 8 
Edgar Mouritsen C Eric Rinehart .8 Snnd Hou,;e Chronicler 
~Rosl!nb.:.qier C Robt-rt RQSers C •Roger Bnggs A, 8, C Glenn Holl A. B 

Cotk.~'tte Kirk Rohrig C Cllarles 0.y 8 Sec1ion Hoose 
George Berl:-.s1tes.\C'r A. B Andy Ross C Tii\101hy Oay R Gcoe Balderston A 
fames 8-0f'Owiak A ClldeScou C Bob Ground A, B Stacie 8inmng r\ 
Charles Ca!>c:y A Car Resroratioo R\cilily (:,ajg Kumlcr 8 Kirk Binning A 
•Wayne Frtearl: A. B *Kip Merker A. B Bill Lock A Don Bush A 
G.O.Gish A Chronicle.rs Mike Schr<>e<lcr A Louis Haz.Jewood A 
Geof Gordon B Packer Fowler C Steve Schroeder A O:tvid Hoy-1 A 
Roben Kelly A •Robcn Ha)'e5 B John Schwan;:: 8 Brian Koou B 
Jim Lay'--ock A. 8 Donald Sh.nrcr t lohn ~huc;1cr B Douglas LaO,ss A 
Maloolm Mackc1 B Joyce Showom A. B Don Smith A l:Jnmanucl Lopez A. B 
Man11'1 Mackey B 

•Ke11h Shostrom A, 8 Cnug Story A Robcn: Majkow:,i.ki 8 
Roben Mund!, A Craig $ULhcr!;md A. B Stacia Majkow,;ki 8 
• Drake Rice 8 Cook Car053 
Kenne,h Rice B •Keith Hoyes 8 Sheep Cat Brakes Sam M:uch B 

Roben Rosenberge, A. 8 Dick Slllith B Paul Elle< B Bill Nimon A, B 

M1keTbode A Donald Sto.nu 8 Doii Hausmann A "l'cd Norcro--s A, 8 

Jatnes Sulherland A AUen PomefOy B Aime<: Ott A. 8 
3•Rail Sw1tch 

Food Prepa.ra11on • An R;i.ndall A. 8 Dan Rohbin-t B 
Goof Gordoo C John Rupley A 
Wade Hall C Dori,; Akers A. B, C ~ Se!inger A. B 

Michael Serna A 
Arthur Hamilton C •Mary CarcUn A. B. C Tool Car 
Jeff Osborne C Nancy Gordon B. C Janice Assen C- SUBLETTE 
Jim Rhinehart C Genie Hixon 8 Guy Com~ B 

Site Leader 
*Culvcn Sm1th C Mo,y Mmler A. B. C Al Dross A 
Peter Smilh C Martin t.'lunn B Cbuek Emery B. C Ojd, Cowles A 

D<>ro<hy Sandmire A. B. C G«don Forbes B Windows 
CHAMA loan Sands A. B Harold Jensen A •Dick Cowie::. A 

Site Leac.ler 
Coonie Scotl C J(Xlnne Jensen A Karen Cowles A 
nmc Thomas C •Don Mc:17lcr • S, C 

Raleh 0 . Flowers A. B. C Mon• Tully A. B + Bot> SeU« C Cb.roni<:lers' S1>«Jal 
Car Lenering Anne Wool~y 8 

CUMBRES 
A~-.ignments 

Manha Burggraaf B fospeclion Car MWO2 Tom Cardin A, B. C 
•Dick Caldwell A, 8 *KeV"in Bruce A, B Site LeadeN Bcnjnmin Rogers A. B. C 
lllcoc H arri50n B Peter 8 ryan 8 Roger Breeding A Dave Vos 8 
Lynn Huber A Don Huber A Boo Akcr:s 8 
Steve Kells A Gus \Vurt.M:r A Blake Foroc,; B Administr;;tdon 
Robin Kumlcr S 

LAodscaping Car lnspeclor·~ l~ouse •Howard Buntf A, 8, (; 
Diana McOuinnei;..S A. 8 K.ny Ballinger A Ralph G. Flowers A, '8, C 
Chuck Tempbn A •Mary Bartholomew A. B Edwin Batsachs 1\, B Terri Shaw A, B, C 

~yWool,eyB Alta Berksm::sser A. B Douglas Christenseo A Georgiana ThurSton A. B. C 
Laura Randall 8 

Car Pai.ming Snrtd)' Schwan1 B •Jim Ketron A Sp:nccr Wih.un A, 8 . C 
John Blake ,\, B. C Retha Templin A Llsa Leidcnbcrger A 
P:u Boardman C OlancVos Q Chronicler 
Terry Boordman C fny 7.ac-hnria.',, ;\ F.d Wahon B 
John HrunUton A 
Jackie Hirsch C 
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PRESERVATION PERSPECTIVE: NO. 10 

The Madness to Our 
Method 
By Keith £. Hayes. MA 

Tile primary document the Friends 
consult for preservation decisions i.s 
the St:mdards for Rehabililalion 
published by 1he Socre1ary of 1he 
Interior. These guidelines were first 
written in L 976. and serve us a baseline 
for preserva1ioo pltllosophy. While we 
can some1imes j oke aboUl the rigors of 
Ulcsc ideas, adhering l'O them bus won 
1he Friends much respec1 in the preser­
vation community. t believe two ideas 
nicely sum up these SU'l.n· 
dards: where ever possible. 
reuse existing material and 
never alter an objec1 in such n 
way that you cannot return it 
to lhe original conJition. 

stiU underneath later wallpaper and 
paint such thaI we can research the 
history and rcslore lhe room very much 
as it wa.s 1hat one his1oric evening. 
That is whal makes the room spedal 
and 1.hat is what makes the Cumbres & 
Toltcc special : when you visi1 you 
licerally mke a step back in time. 

So "'hat is the wrinkle? WclJ for one, 
r..UJ cars move about an<l an~ )ubjt:el co 
some wear and tear 1ha1 buildings don·, 
often experience outside of a hurri­
cane. Also. when the Friends restore o 
stock car. it is expected 10 wiIhs1and 
tlte rigors oft.ravel in a train. so there is 
an clement or safety to Ix: considered 

dates for frame up restoration. They 
illustrate another side to railroad 
practice: con..,ening exi.sl.ing cars to 
different uses when there was a need. 
Car 6708 (shown here) was mosl 
ccnajnly built from a scock. car and is 
reinforced with rail below t.he deck. 
15 J 5 wus once a gon<lola and b 
reiJ1forcetl with rail above the deck; it 
si1s much higher off the rail th'1n 6708. 
Both cars have different side i,ill-cnd 
beam condiLions: gondolas hO\'e deeper 
i,ide s ills 1han stock cars. \vluch have 
trusses built into the side walJs to 
l,Upplement the side sills. 

All of these cars are. missing compo­
nents. The Friends arc 

Many of you have ,:mended 
work ses.sions nod seen the 
condition or the rolling stock 
fir~• htmd. I can hear the 
commenL<: now. ''Keith-you 
expect me 10 save this wood? 
It is 50-years old. dry, rotten 
and so splintered tbal i1 is a 
hazard to touch!'' ln many 
case!>. this is lnie. Many of 
1he cars may have seen their 
last fresh coat or paint in lhc 
1950s, and dry rot and high 
altitude ultmvioJet light have 

Uhrren Ringer (left), Bill Kepner. and \\~)ne Freeark look 
ewer rotten w<K)d on j1a1 cur 6708 in the Amo11i10 yard. 
A11g,,.tt 1997. Tom Cal't.lin phow. 

curremly discussing lhe 
dilemma of whether lO restore 
every car or pcrlu1ps combine 
1>a11s from the.~ 1hree cars m 
make one complete service­
able car. While there .seemi. to 
be c;omc prcecdcnt in railroad 
practice for lh1s surgeC), it 
doe; nol uppear 10 adhere lo 
strict jnterpretatlOn or the 
Smnd:trds fo1• Rehabilitation 
euhcr. No doubt. each car will 
n;<.Juirc nt!w wood and metal 
pans 1.0 he fabricated if they 
:m: 10 be indi\'idu;llly re­
stored. Combining the three 
would yield a producl that 
would be d1fficuh to separate 
inLO three indi vidual c.ars. 

taken 1heir toll on wood pan.s. How. 
ever. the integrity or the car depends 
upon 1he ptu·1,s; your body doe$.n"L 
much like it when a new organism 
imrudes aod greac care is 1aken 10 
match organs to ensure a successful 
transplant 

Preservation is 001 much different, but 
I believe railroading offers some 
interesting wrinkles. First off. the 
Srnndards are wrinen primanly wirh 
buildings in mind, and buildings arc 
for the mo~, part static. Although 
families may come and g~add, tear 
down and remodel-generally a 
building accumulates material. lr the 
wallpaper was 01• 1he room when 
Washing1on slepl there. it is probably 
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and balanced against strict preservation 
phi losophy. Then again, there is Rio 
Grande practice 10 consider. In 1924. 
the Rfo Grande undcnook a considcr­
itble rebuilding J)rogram. Boxcars built 
in 1904 were stripped 10 the frame, au 
ma,erials so11ed for recycling and 
reuse. and then the cars rcbuih using 
both cxis.Li.ng and new material. The 
new boxcars hist to this day, more than 
70 years laler, and with a few more 
replacement partS along the way. 

Titis is the condition we have inherited. 
and even if we arc not always working 
with the most original material, it bas 
been around for some time. Fla1 cars 
!033, 1515 Olld 6708, are in the worst 
condition and thus are the first candi-

C&TS Dispatch 

Wha, do you 1hink the 
Friends should do? 

Keitlr :f ,·1>/umn appn1rs regularly in 
the C& TS Disp<1tch. ,t 

Magazine Needed 

The Friends' library is m,ssmg one 
Issue of Sn, Modeler 
magazine: Volume X, Number 1. 
Spring/Summer 1993. Tols issue 
is out of pnnt. If a member has a 
copy lhat he or she is willing to 
donate to the library, please get In 
toucll with Spencer Wilson, 
Friends' librarian. al lhe Albuquer­
que office. H,s e-matl address is 
< swctsrr@swcp.com>. 
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NARROW GAUGE NEAR AND FAR: NO. 11 
By Earl C. K11nob 

OY 
l997's rowy run will be quite memo­
rable i n rhot for the first dme since (he 
late 1970s. the C&TS opemted the 
rolary as a railfan cvenl. 

Rotary OY had not been operated since 
it had a rather major ovefflaul in 1995-
96. So, on April 24-a week or so 
before the scheduled run on May 3 
and 4-0Y made a test run up to the 
Hanulton Point area With locomotives 
487 and 488 pushing, shon work was 
made or the drifts we,.1 of Cre,co and 
on up the hill for a mile or ~o. 

The real fesuv1bes began on Fnday. 
May 2 when o night photography 
session was OOflducr.ed in 1he Chama 
Yard by John Craft. John generously 
donated many nashbulbs 10 rhe cause. 

The rocary lf8in got underway out of 
Chama about 9:00 a.m. on Saturday. 
May 3. Behind OY were K-36s 487. 
488. and 484. Good progress was 
made all day, lhe only pmblen1,; being 
1h.1t OY':, m.1in be.iring, t:ontinua.11) 
ran bot and had to be packed with 
snow 10 keep o,em cool. The new 
grease we were using wasn't quite up 
10 01e tremendous heat and load placed 
on the bearings. Locomotive 484 ran 
low on water on Windy Point. but 
Cumbres was reached late in lhe 
afternoon, and after plowing the yar<l. 
488 turned and ran back to Chama 
while the remainder of the tra.in spcnl 
the night at Cumbre.s-. 

At 8: IS the next morning. 488 left 
Cbamtt with a sbon passenger train 
that wns to be the day's chase vehicle. 
Afler arrival ai Cumbre:,, both the 
rowy outfit and passenger train slowly 
headed east. Passengers got a grand­
stand view of the OY at work from the 
upper track ofTanglefoot Curve while 
OY cleared ~,e lower level. More 
photOSIOps were made in the vicinity 
of MP 326.5 before returning 10 Chama 
for the nigh•. 

Monday morning, May 5, those 
passengers who rode Sunday were 
given a bonus. Two coaches and a 
gondola were added to the rear or the 
rotary outfit and the whole \VOtks 
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Eure.la, & Palisade No. 4 v.•es1bound on 1he 1restle at Cumbres Pass. June 19. 
/997. Tom Cardin p/1010. 

headed bock up the hill and down the 
other side to fmish the job. Photostops 
were Jll(lde nt M.P 323. for nll who 
wished to photo the OY at work. The 
daf:i trip \\a., 1,..:u1 :,hon Vwh~n a large 
( Io+ ton) boulder was found on o,e 
track at MP 321.4. The rails were hem 
and we didn'l have enough explosive 
wi1h us so. somewlrn1 defeated. we 
retreated back to Chama. 

The rouuy run was a considemble 
success. While we had no intention of 
making any profit from the uodennk­
ing. we made back aboul 1/.3 of our 
opcr:lting. costs. 

Eureka 
By far the greatest event to happen on 
the C&TS occurred in June or 1997. 
Eureka & Palisade R.R. #4, "Eureka." 
made a 10-day visit 10 o,e C&TS. 17><: 

Eureka arrived in Antonito on the 
evening of Saturday. June 14, nnd was 
unloaded the morning of June J 5. That 
Mtcmoon several test runs were made 
out 10 the. Amonito Yard Limi1.. 

The next duy. Eureka made an after­
noon test run to Big Horn, pulling 
caboose 0503. Several stops were 
inade to get up steam as we became a 
victim of the dreaded "green wood" 
disea~. We spent time scrounging the 
dcsen for sagebrush. cedar. anything 

C&TS Dispatch 

that would burn. Finally. we made Big 
Hom where we meL the o.ftetooon 
passenger tra.in and returned to 
Arnoniw. 

Tuesday. June 17, was 1be first public 
trip. TI,e Eureka pulled a shon consist 
of a gondola and the 0503 while 463 
followed with n mixed tram About 50 
passenger, enjoyed a day or double 
ruoby, of both the Eureka and the 463 
from Antonito to Osier and back. 
Slcam.in& U'Oubles continued and we 
spent a lot or time blowing up steam 
and run oul of water al Rock Tunnel . 
TI1e Eureka rnn s1roight 10 Osier 10 fill 
up and spent an hour trying to get a 
,;ruhborn injec1or 10 run (it had 

swallowed • hunk of tree bark and 
wouldn·t wori:). With that repaired. we 
tmncd and headed for Antonilo. 

Wednesday. June 18. sianod out pretty 
rough. This day wa.s chartered by a 
group of British ntilfans. We got a late 
stan and finally left Anconito a few 
minut~l) ahead of lruin # J. Tbe dreaded 
green wood got us again and we died 
from lo.ck of steam about two miles out 
of Antonito. The passenger came up 
behind us. and we had no choice but co 
back both trains to Antonito. and start 
over. In Anmnito, 1..he lender was 
empued of its load of .. death logs" and 
Ass:istam Trainmaster Marvin Casias .. 
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Narrow Gauge 
Contimred from page 9 

came to our rescue with n load of good 
dry pine. With a tender load of good 
wood d1e little Eureka renUy came to 
life and thuodere<I ou, of Amooi,o with 
real gusto trailing an outfit car, a gon 
and 0503. Numerous runbys were 
made. includi11g some beautiful ooes tll 
Rock Tunnel very late in 1he anemoon. 
Arrival back in Antonito was around 
midnigh1 with an au1hentic kerosene 
headlight lighting the way. 

Thursday the 19lll. we headed wesi 
again with Chama our goaJ. With a 
good load or wood die Eureka rolled 
efforLlessly westward. Al about 7:30 
p.01, the fusl 4-4-0 to cross Cumbres in 
90 years rolled uiumpl1an1ly inro a,ama! 

water and wood at Cresco. Bolh rimes 
Eureka walked right ()ut or the siop 
with little heroics. What a Locomotive! 

Saturday. the 21st. was t,he Friends 
Chaner. Again 463 pulled a suppon 
train behind the Eureka and double 
runbys were perfonncd. This operation 
ran from Chama to Osier and return. 
Again Eureka pulled the caboose from 
Chama to Cumbrcs where additional 
freight CMl were lldde(I for~., run to Osier. 

Sunday, June 22. we headed back 10 
Antonito. Eureka handled the caboose 
up the hill and we added four cars for 
the trip 10 Anl0nito. 

Monday. the 23rd, was a "rrce play 
day." A moonligh1 miin was run from 
Cha1na to Osier for a Garden Railway 
convention being held in Durango. We 
decided to crash their parry and show 
up with the Eureka. We left Antonito 
after lunch. arrived at Osier in lime for 
dinner and re1umed to Antonito abou1 
midmgh1. 

Friday. June 20. was the great resl. 
Accordiag to theory, Eureka should 
pull a gon aod 0503 up Cumbres. 
Unfonunately. Eureka didn·t know 
chis. A lme morning lc~l saw Eureka 
make a thunderous run ar lhe 4% Tuesday, June 24. we ran one more 
below Lobato only 10 work. down to a 

JI w· h th d . 105 u·ip for 1he public-o round ,rip from 
~: · •~ e san ers ru~un~. . d Antonito to Osier pulHng a gondola. a 

. on c e stenm gaug~. • . rot e Wt e bnxcarcoa.cb,_anct c:~e.train 
open and Johnson bar LO the comer1 -- - • • 

E k I •• lk d left late an the onommg. met lllc ure asow1..v1on wn , mn ctwo it Tit d 
half revolution slips and Malled about a emoon pa..\sen~er ai O ec, an 
MP 340.5. We rernmed to wwn, ate rclUmed to Antomto about 7:30 p.m. 

lunch. dropped the gon and tried again. Wedne;;day morning, Eurtka was 
Wi~, 15 lucky passengers stuffed in ~,e loaded back on its truck for the ride 
caboose Eureka waltred up the 4% at hollle. After loading, Eureka's owner, 
abou1 10 MPH-:tod no more. A stop Dan Markoff, looked a, me, smiled as 
was made at Lobato for a meet with #3 he lie up a big cigar and said "This was 
and a stop was mad<l al i1'1P 337 10 gel really a GREAT event in history. Lets 
up water in the boiler. We stopped for do ii again!" I couldn•t agree more. 

Getting Started 
ConrimwJ from page 6 

The filling of the reservoir also forced 
the relocation of a portion of the town 
of Ar'boles. This move was not a 1>at1 
of the contract between the federal 
agency and 1he railroad company. 

According to the article, and a copy of 
the contract. 1he l'elocation would 
include a new roadbed. bridges. and 
lrnek for 12.2 miles of narrow gauge, 
single-track railroad and about 7 miles 
of county roads and s1rucrures. The 
work rcc1uired "two steel-girder 
1·ailroad bridges and one steel-girder. 
wood-<lcck road bridge." The low 
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bidder was H.E. Lowdermilk Company 
of Englewood, Colorado. a1 $916,790. 
This was better than any of the other 
11ine bids received. A second controct 
was signed on February 27. 1962. 
providing ror the D&RGW 10 supply 
Lhe materials necessary to complete the 
1>roject, ties. spikes. bolls, switches, 
rail, and so forth. (The 1962 price or 
standard gauge ties wns $3.50 apiece 
as oppo.scd to the 1995 price of aboul 
$18.00 per tie.) The depanmenl 
promised 10 reimburse lllc D&RGW 
ror the cost. .. or rail.._, joims. switches, 
and so forth for over a five year period. 
payments to be made year'ly stan.mg 

C&TS Dispatch 

I've been involved in many truly 
~maL.ing event~ in my career on Ihe 
C&TS. TI1is ranks ,·ight up near die 1op. 

II ,s with the deepes, sadness I can 
come up with, that I nmst announce. 
the pas.<ing of anolher member My 
falller. Gordon Knoob, P""sed oway 
in hjs :-ltep early in the tt1on11ng of 
September 28. Dad had been suffering 
from kidney failure so his pa~~ing was 
not an unexpected C\'ent.. I owe ,o 
much to Dad. He pa~se<l hi, love for 
c:lilroading-bolh mo<lel a11<l full<i,,,_ 
10 nlC- at a young age. I v..111 nc,·cr 
forget the many trips he ,U1d I went oo: 
The annual pilgrimages to Dwango 
and Chamu. The duy, riding the top or 
the tender of 1he now defunct Wh1re 
Moun1ain Scenic RR in Ari.Lona as 
#36 hauled live heavyweight pa1;."1en4 

ger cars to Maverick. AZ. for the last 
time. Wmcltlng 487 and 498 ,1ruggle 
up Horlda Hill out of Durango wilh 
60 can, b.1ck in 1967. So many 
memories. I'm glad I have the.m, I' II 
oe,er forget them. I'll never fo'l!cl 
you. Dad. Dad's best fncnd-and 
fellow Fncn<I, member-Bob Recd 
1"'5sed uwoy a )ear or so had. I 
tm•gine that the tw0 df ,nem are now 
up on Cajon Pass watchin11 the S11n1a 
Pe as i1 was in 1952. Three big J~OO 
cla,,s 2- I tl-2's are bo1sung 75 reelers 
up 001 of the Lo, An!).clcs Basin a, an 
~ar~.,haucnng 10 nuh:s per hour. Dad 
always ..aid h waq a greal ::.bo..-.. I bet 
It was! 

Eorl is Superimende,u of Opemlious 
<if the C&:1S His colttnm t1ppears 
reg11/arl_v i11 the C& TS Dispalch. 'f 

wi1h the date the new line was put into 
operation. 

The second contract also specified tltat 
the Depai,n>enl of the Interior would 
assume all .. deferred construction .. 
over the new line. The depru1.men1 Wfil> 

aware lhat the new line would no1 be 
as s1:.1ble as the former line ... Lhe 
raUroad operation over the relocated 
line dur"ing the ))easoning period. 
especially new embankments, through 
raw curt., and over new roadbed 
imposes extraordinary ma.inlcnancc 
condi1ions until 1he seasoning period is 
completed." Therefore. the government 
was al~o obligated for a period of five 

+ 
Vol. 10 No. 4 



years to make annual payments lo I.he 
railroad for "all tha1 pan of the cos1 
and expense of extraordinary mainlc­
nance of the segments of the reloc.ated 
line which can be attributed to lack of 
seasoning ... :• These ag.reemenlS had 
the effect of US!',Uring continued 
openllion of the rnilroad for 1he agreed 
five years. 

The new line was offictaUy m operd• 
tion nt 8 o.rn .• August 27. 1962, and 
continued r.o operate for those five 
years. On Seplernber IS. 1967, 
hOwe\•Cr, less than a month after final 
payment. the O&RGW pe1i1ioned the 
f.nlerstate Commerce Commission to 
abandon the narrow gauge line, with 
lhe excep11on of lhe Durango to 
Silvcnon portion. The narrow gauge 
appeared doomed. 

The stage was set for Carl Tomer to 
rccull lhc 196(1 urticlt. to wonder, and 
to act. He and like mii1ded business­
men in Chuma. such as Joe and Eddie 
Vigil. begnn u1lking of saving 1he 
narrow gauge. They and others called 
for o meeting in forming1on, New 
Mexico. for 1968, which included lhc 
S:in Juan Count\' Commis!i>ion and a 

COMMISSION HIGHLIGHTS 
By Leo Schmi1:,- £xecur;vc Dirt!ctor; 
Cumhn:s & Tq/tte Scenic Railroad 
CmtJmission 

A nine pcrcenl increa~e in ridership 
1hrough 1he first of September wos bu1 
one of the favorable reports made al 
1he Sep1ember 5 meeting oflhe 
Cumbres & Tolcec Scenic Railroad 
Conunission meeling in Anlonito. 

George Bartholomew. president of lhe 
C&TS RR Corporation and operator of 
1he railroad, reported 1hn1 throogh the 
firs1 of September, lhcre had been 
38.817 ride.,; compared 10 35,600 d>e 
previous year. 

He also reponed on a photo contest 
during the foll foliage >Cason. a bicycle 
race in late ScplCmber. and the 
successful Pony Exp1-ess Race. 

Leo Sch1mtz reported that lhe two new 
pns,enger cars woul<l be dedicmc<l on 
September 6. The two cars were 
oompletcd wilhin budgc1 and some 
work was begun on a lhird cnr. 
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like,minded member of the Colorado 
Legislature from Anionno. Colo­
rado-Clarence Quinlan. The 
Farmington meeting resulted in, 
among others things, the prinring of 
bumper stickers with ·•save lhe 
Narrow Gauge." A representative of 
die D&RGW wa, aJ,o in auendance ai 

the Farmington mee1ing. He wa(; a$ked 
tl1c price for the railroad and answered 
suyiog ... you can buy the railroad for 
the change in my pocket .. -whereupon 
he raltled what coins were in his pocket' 

This was a rather inau~piciou.s 
beginning. lt was going 10 lake a 101 
more than one meeting of a few 
inlCrcsLcd ro)k!', to preserve this unique 
example of our parrimo,1y. Carl Turner 
went on to other mauen. pertaining to 
1he rural elec1ric co-opcmtives. 
Clarence Quinlan returned to Antonno 
10 begin rallying support in Colorado. 
and other New MeJCicans st.1ned 
organizing. 

As noted above, the official requesL hy 
lhe D&RGW 10 abandon lhc narrow 
gauge from Alamosa 10 Duraogo was 
filed with the Jnterstate Commerce 
Commi<Sion on Scptemher 18. I C/67. 

Bids were 10 be opened in early 
Oc1ober on the Chama Shop Waste 
Water Syslcm/lSTEA Project which 
has been approved by the federal 
highway depar1meo1. The $210,000 
projecl includes foundation work on 
1he Choma depo1, drainage :iround the 
depot, and construclion of a detention 
pond for water and un oil/water 
separator system for the Chama shop. 

Spencer WiJson. member of the 
friends. reported lba1 l 95 individuals 
participated in the three main work 
sessions and the two mini se~)iOni> 
during t.he summer. 

Looking forward to a possible docent 
progrrun on both trains every d~y of 
the se.ason. Wilson indicated a 
fav<>rJble rcspon~e to the l)hort 
programs presented by him and 
Howard Bu1n~ a,;; an experimen1 1his 
summer. Both Bartholomew and 
Wayne Quinlan, vice chair of the 
1,;ommi~sion. expressed gratitude and 
appreciation to 1he Friends for tbeir 
hard work and dedication 10 the 
improvemen1 of the railroad. 

C&TS Dis patch 

In July 1969. lhc ICC handed down lhe 
decision 10 abandon. Between 1be I 968 
mce1ing and July 1969, a Im of suppon 
had materiali1..ed to preser"e some or all 
of the San Juan Extension and in 1970 
the states of New Mexico and Colorado 
purchased lhc line from Chama 10 
Anioni10. TIIC .. Tall Oak'' beca,ne d>t 
reality of the Cumb,-e..~ & Toltec Scenic 
Railro:td. 

MntcriaJ for 1hi'i aniclc came from 
interviews with Carl Tutnec, Eddie Vigil. 
Carmen nnd Earl Knoob. and former New 
Mexico Governot David cargo. Also. the 
Alhuqc,erque Jmmwl, 21 OcLobcr 1960: 
Dep:inmcn1 of Interior, hll'om\auon 
Sef\'ict., Bureau of Reclama.tivn P~~11-
Rclease, 27 October I 960~ 1b1d .• Contrnct 
Between the Uni1ed Slates or Americ.'.l ;md 
the DeJlver aad Rio Graode Westem 
Railroad Company for Rclocaiin8, Sep.­
menu; of 1hc Company·,; Railroad Line to 
Bypass Nav.'.ljo Reservoir. 28 October 1960: 
ibid., Conlratl . .. , 27 February 1962. Set'! 
al-.o. ·1"'hcy·rc Still Building Narrow Gnugc 
in Colorndo:· Tht Culltcted Colorado Rail 
A1111ulll, Issues 1•7, pp. 3l- :U. 197-t 

Sprll(:er ;, o 1Jmwwr of tfte Frl('tul:r and 
a former 11wm/x?rof1he Rflilmad 
C,m,missi<m. -f 

In a special presemaLion, MedMdo 
Sanchc~ secretary of lhc commission, 
presented a ,;pecial plaque: to Mary 
Bartholomew in recognition of her 
work in beauufyi,,g the railroad yatds 
in Chama and Antonito with landscap• 
ing 1hroug,h 1he phrncing_ of nowe.r-. and 
shrubs. 

Bartholomew and Schmitz will be 
phrnrllng the agenda for a meeting in 
November among the three enLities lo 
discus..~ long•rnnge pJnnniog issues. 
focusing on lhe yards in Chama and 
Antonito nnd ,rain operations. 
Officers of the commission are Bob 
Lynn. chair; Wayne Quinfan. vice chair: 
Medardo Sanchez. secretnry; ::i.nd Lewis 
Entz. t:reusurer. 

Maga:d,,ll FNlllrn Fri,,uh 
The October 1997 issue of Trams 
magazine rearures the Friend.< of 11'< 
Cumbres & Toliec Scenic Railroad. 
the C&TS. and lhe locolll(l(jve Eureka 
in "The ·New' Cumbres & Toltec 
Host• an Old Locomotive" by John P. 
Hankey. 
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Three focomoril'es and 31 passen.~er ,~ars welt' photographed nenr mile 337 011 Sunday, Ocrnber 12, /997. ott the Wll)' to 
Cumbrts Many Chama Valle)' School pupil.s wtn 011 the 1rait1 and enjoyed the s,,ow d11sttd lmulscape. Tom Cardin photo. 

Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad, Inc. 
5732 Osuna Road NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Spencer Wilson 
4304 Via De Luna NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110-4952 

Non-Pn,f'il 
Organization 
U.S. Po,,..g, 

PAID 
Albuquerque. NM 
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