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Historic Preservation - 2001 
The June 
Volunteer 
Work Sessions 
C,m1pjfe,t by Dori\ Ake~. pho1ograph.t 
Irv ft)m Canli11. Sheri Hambli11 , 
si,encer WUso,1. and An Nu:hols 

Two hundred and eighteen Friends· 
mc.·mbcr:.- <.:arrit-d out b.i!ttonr 
preservation project> on the 
Cumbres & Toltcc Scenic Railroad 
during 1he two volunteer work 
sessions from June 18 10 29. 200 I. 
In this foll issue, we prese111. for the 
fourteenth consecutive year, an 
overview in text and photographs of 
the accomplishments of u,e dedi­
cated volunteers. 

What the Volunteers 
Accomplished 

Ln Antonito • .. 

Caboose 0579 volunteers replaced the 
nonhistoric plywood roof wi1h 3 proper 
tongue and groove roof: replaced 
tongue and groove siding where 
needed and applied linseed oil as a 
primer. repaired a comer body~truss 
rod: ClU and in~1nlled faein boards 
above Lite platforms on both ends of 
1he c.ar~ cu1 nod ins1nlled cun•¢d 
""nailer" boards on both car end'\ and 
s1raigh1 nnilcrs along both sides; and 
repaired the ol'ig.inaJ cupola. replacing 

ltt the Chama yard, coach 109 being co11w!ned hack lo its configrwaiion as boxcar 
36Qj, 77u; cur was buJ/J ln /904 tl.lld rebuilt a, Alamosa in 1914-J 925. 17,e car 
emfs have been .~ealed mu/ thf' hmdug tT!p/aced. Voltmteers oLto in.r;ta/Jed a new 
.floor (session A). (All photos by Tom C<Jrtlfn e.t('ept u-hcre n0ted.) 

two or the four end windows and 
applying new tongue ilnd groove siding 
to t..he ends of lhc cupoht. Roof wor~ 
con1inued during the August work 
sessions. 

Durin8 session 13 1hc Flat Car 6708 
1crun finished banging tile brdkc gear. 
drafl gear. aod couplel'.s on 1dler flat car 
6708. Tbcy aho installed a dock on 1he 
car and applied two coats of Im.seed oil 
lo prolcct it during the wi111cr. This 
idler tht was originally stock car 5533. 
and was (.'OllVcrlcd lo an jdler na1 for 
Lhe pipe trains m Fanning10n in the 
cnrly 1950s.. 11 is one of25 such cars in 
our collec:tio1l. and was so deLeriorated 

lhtll Lhis res1onuion wm, necessary 
before the car was lost entirely. Work 
on 6708 was M:llt!duled for comple1ion 
in August. 

ln Ch:una ... 

The Admi11is1r.11ion and Regis1r-.uion 
crew greeted aU the v(.1lunlc<:rl:i-. 
ha.11dled dte necessary paper work with 
efficiency. an<l gudn:n;d rot.:ks to keep 
papers from blowing away! 

The Boxcnr/Coach leant dismantled 
coach 209 (one of 750 boxcars 
originally buiJt around 1hc 10m of lhe 
cencury. then rebuill in Alamosa circa 

See June, page 4 ♦ 
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C&TSDis tch 
Fn,nti.\·oflheCumhrt'.\ & Tuitt'( !krnrr RutlmuJ 

"'I/hum Li,r/.. , Fcmnd~r 
Duccton 

2()0(1-~002 
Curl Bianchi 

Roger Breeding 
Roger Briggs 

Robert Craine 
E Parker fo,. ler 
Philip McDonald 

Arthur Nichols 
Theresa Shaw 

Warren Smallty 

1-'residl."nt and 
E-'c:i:u1ive Dirc<.:tor 

Vice Prc~ident 
lre.c.w"\!r 
sc~rc.1 ~lry 

Editoc 
f'1101ogmpher 

2001-2003 
Howard Bunte 
Geoffrey Gordon 
Ja .... eerrun 
Chris Krahling 
William Lock 
Arthur Randall 
Jerry Sahnd 
Dtnnis Sterosky 
Spe1100- Wilson 

The~ Sha\\ 
.lames Herron 
Dennis Sterlllik' 
Curl Bianrhl 

Arthur ~ichols 
Tom C-ardin 

Plea.'tC' v. rile lhc tJJtot al 
e-11uil: u.vt/30:'(J.uo! i om 

Thr C&TS l}t<;p'dt~h 1,;publ.J,he(I hlUr llllK"• ..-11 ... b yetU ~)' the- fnm,h 11( 
rhc l\111Uo & TolK.:.,Scaic R..tilroad Int .. Wll5 O,tu.,. Roar.I NE 
I\Ji'V({lk'fQUC. 'i"'i SI lfrJ. I l'lt httnd<. oflhc C1l1Dbrc1> & TOIi.cc Sceoic 
Rnilm11J. loc .. i.\ .a ~C" :\k,ic-n n,,itprolil .;t1rpcir:.w,n 

lhl: J-nt111h t" lh" 11fll-cl;1I niu~11111 wrr11r1 5 nl\lp Int ll1C' C..umt-ro A 
l\,h~ ~C'n...,; k1111n•:1J, .,1 6-1 -t11 1C'•ll1n1r. •'f1c1,11111i: r.1 n» J JnJ n1u-.cu11, 
fl( r.11J ro;1,I hl-..!Uf) .and IC',.hnn! .. ¥)- ht-tw« n An111111..-,. C-,1l11n 1d01 lfl,.I 
C'ham.1. '-.t<w MC-Xtco The r.11ln14d l ~ o•ncd h,· ( ulnrnd-, . n,I \:( "" 
McxKo and h QJ)CTillCJ h) lbie R10Ur.mc.k K~1l..:il, Ptt~n.o1hnn ('or 
poJJUOU _ A~ the 1mn.cum ~upr,.m ~r.,up. the- b ,end., i11- ckd1 .... 1~ to tht 
fJCCM:f\'.ah.011..ind dllCff)cc1a1100 uflbe t,ulroaJ. Tht hi.::nd, ,,. an A1t1l1• 
ilt~ \1c·mh.:r or ,\RM (A., .. oc.'1.i11,,., 11t R,:dl~;i~-Mtt:,,cu111,.1 .,ml .i M .. mh.:, 

11( lltAt, <TrnJt1"-I l(111lw11y A"•r11;1,-.t10111 

Fnnuh mcmbe:nhJp in th~ FricndJo i~ $25.00 per >e:11: ou1 .. jd(' the L:SA 
IIM.lll\.beN11p Ill \J~_oo. All .. unirihulltllh an.: Juli~· t ill\ !,k-J.u .. uhlo! and 

will ~ l(flltefull ~ llu<'r,t-cJ. Plca.-.c: i.. ntc 11, 11) AlbUlJIICnJIIC t•r .:aJI "' al 
( 'ib'Jl l(MU I~ 11 tor mlorm,111110 11h(,.,,1 111': 1-n,-.•n,l:i "11i,e (",,m~ ,\:. 11.fll., 
S«mc R;ulrv.ttl 1~ l;,111h .- N.111nn,1l 111llJ ,s Stmc Rc)!1 .. 1erc-1I 111 .. 11,m: ~ii(' 

Cumbres & Toltec Sceni c Railroad 

COLORADO Antonito 

Chaaa NEW MEXICO 
Denver & Rio Grande Railwa}-188010 1886 
Denver & Rio Grnnde Railroad-1886 10 1921 

Denver & Rio Grande Wcs1cm Railroad-1921 10 1970 
O.unbrts & Tolle<: Scenic Railroad-l970 to 2001 

© 2001 FRIENDS OF TliE CUM BR ES & TOLTEC SCENIC RAIWOAD, INC. 

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

This year·-. MOie funding 
for 1he railroad has been 
a cliflhanger but we an: 

relieved 10 repon thlll we have 
had wonderful suppon in both 
sia1c.s when tbc going go1 1ough. 

L:ht year Colomdo 1111d New 
Mexico gave u, cri1icull)" 
imponant funding. supponing 
the rehabilitation work thm was 
needed IO bring IOCOlllOU\'eS 
back imo good operaring 

condition aod to provide matching money for a grant from 
the U.S. Deparum:01 or Commerce Economic Oev¢Jop1nen1 
Adminis-tnuion (E.DA} to be~in needed improvements to 
roadbed :md lr'Jck. 

This year ':i. rcx1uest for !>Ulle funding was e4uslly impor1:rnL 

10 proceed wnh a second gram trom the EDA to conunue 
rcnovulion of 1hc 1rm.:~. Colonido :md New Mexico had been 
u;;~ed 10 provid~ SI00.000 each in ma1ch1ng fund,. And 
$280.000 from each ,talc h;id been m 1ucs1cd lo bring four 
locomotives imo compliance with n~w tCderal regulaiions 
cooccmmg boiler m,pec11on tm<.1 ~aJel)' 1,ec:- urude m ..-ol. 
13, no. 4 of 1he Dispa,ch]. 

In both .s.talc:,, lhc railroad's rcqueMb v.ac. appro ved ai initia.1 
hudge1 com,ninee hc.arin.g:. and incorporn1ed imo the main 
Jcgisla1ion CO\/crini; l'tipirnl ru·oj~cr-. ( in C'olor.1do i1 is 1he 
long btll and in Ne\\< Mexico 11 is tile capirnl outlays bill). 
Commissioner:, and Fnen~ · n,emher, \\ere ,u.:11,c u\ 
suppomng the legisl.1uan at comm,uce hcanngs. Commis­
sioner Lcwi'i Ent, (a CoforuJo Suu.l! s~nator) wa.i; par1icu­
Jarly helpful in orguini again,1 a move to defer funding of 
1he locomotive ,a,ork io10 2002. In Ihe course (')f Ihe 
legislative session. the~e bills were approved and sen! on to 
the rcspcc11vc go\'cmors for s1gn,H11rc. 

In N~w Mexlco.1hough both 1he governor and legislature 
had lndicated wppon for the rnilrood. lhc governor vclocd 
1hc capiu,I outlay, bill a., pan of ;:a str,uegy 10 achieve a more 
extensive tilx relief program than the lcgislalurc had 
approved. T he regulnr legi~h11ive session adjoumed in 
March withoUL resolutfon of lhc issue. 

ln Au,gu-.1. Commissioners Mtdard(t Snnche✓ ;1od Johll 
Swar17. of New Me:tko me1 wuh the governor 10 emphasize 
the SC\1crc economic impnc1 1hrn failure of funding \\IOUld 
have o il the railroad and its communilics The loader!.hjp of 
the legislature &lso meI with the governor and a compromise 
was: reached whereby a special S(.~Mon to address emer­
gency fum.li11g ii,:,ue, would be called 111 September follow. 
ing a special session for redi:,tricling. 

On Scp1ember 20. 2001 1he New Mexico legisla1ure 
approved fundin~ for Lhc State Board of Finnnc.c for u short 
list of emergency m.:cd,.;. inclu<.ling the Cumbre~ & Tohec 
Sceoic Rai lroad. • 
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Meanwhile. in Colorndo. the governor 
had become concerned about a 
projec1~d shor1foU in s1a1e n:veoue 
because of the slowing economy and 
called u special legislative ses~ion 10 

revisit 1he capi1al spending bill. The 
result wa:, a compromise lh:it rroze all 
capitaJ spending with a couple of 
excep1ions. Ooe of 1hem was 1he 
funding for the C&TSR. Once again 
Commissioner Entz played a vital role 
in making the impo11ance of the 
allocation known. 

We are relieved and 1hankful 10 the 
go\•ernors and lcgislamres of"both 
..,Ultes for 1hcir nc1ion, in our ;;uppor1, 
Winter wol'k on locomotives and 
revival oftrnckwork in the Spring may 
now proceed. 

- Terri Shaw 'f 

Outlook Bright for the 
Railroad 
The Rio Gnmdc Railway Prcservalion 
Corporation ·s :-.econd year operating 
the n.1iJro.uJ h~ lxcn :s lng 2mpnl\'C­

mcnl over the 2000 scawn. Ridership 
has been sironger; rider number 40,000 
boarded 1hc train 15 days cacher 1his 
year tlwn laM year. The avernge ticket 
price i, up$~ or so from last ycar·s 
$3fL due mainly lo 1he success of 1he 
Parlour Car service and an emphasis 
on ~ lling trips th.a, cover the enore 
railroad. not just half. We are on 
cour.-.e 10 n record revenue for 1hc 
season. earning more revenue carrying 
less thnn 60.000 riders tbnn the railroad 
earned carryrng over 70,(M)() ride~ in 

1998, 

Jo fact, September sta11ed om ex• 
trcmely slrong, Almost 6.000 people 
had already booked tkke1s for Sep1em­
bcr when we opened the office doors 
Sep,ember I for whm becnme 1he 
biggest Lnbor D:ty weekend the 
railroad ha!-. e\'er i.een. We carried 
1.73:\ over 1he three dny,, 820 of !hem 
on Sunday. 

As J nl'iiIUioncd earlier. rider number 
40.000 boarded lhe traill much eol'lier 
this year-on September l I. to be 
precise. Ridership has softened 
bomewh111 as people seek to unckrsumd 
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The staff fJfthe Fnends new ,>/fire lll 6005 Osuna Rd. ;n A/Jmq"erque gather in 1he 
library. Re,·ieK•il1g newly acquired p'4blirarlons are ./July Loci. (I), admlnistra,fre 
asslsuuu. and Te,-,-; Shaw. pres idem anti e.n.>cttril'e d,r('ctor. Howard Bunte. 
membership i'Omminee chair(/) and Spencer Wilson. Jibranan. loo/.. on. (Phow by 
An Nichols.) 

and rcC0\'Cr from the tr.tgic C\1Cnts of 
lhat day. :au,<l i i is u11cerrni11 how tlto 

res1 of the seu,on will pl:,y ou1. 8111 
rider number 45.000 boarded on 
September 24, 1wo weeks earlier 1hun 
10 200). so we are confidem 1ha1 we 
can S-lHl meet our ridership goaJ of 
55,000, and rhe financial goals tha1 
will allow us w fund anolhcr ;tggres­
sive wimer shop program. 

In the meantime. the condidon of the 
railroad corninut:'l l0 irn1>rove. We have 
gotten numerous comments from 
regular visilor~ thut the 1rad. coudition 
has improved. especially on the e.as1cm 
end of lhc:: r.1ilroad. The: EDA lr'dCJ.. 
crew has done some amazing work 
wi1h rerninfog wall, and ')houlders. 
fixing trouble spots tha1 have plagued 
1he rnilro~d for deci1dcs. We have 
managed to s.oldjer on Lhis year wi1h 
only four locomotives as our shop 
crews work to bnng 484 and 488 back 
into ~ rvice in top-notch shape. 

As I write this. the leaves along 
Cumbre.:. Poss are rapidly iurning gold 
and fulling 10 ~,e ground. soon 10 he 
joined by snow as our 'th0p forces 
make more progress this winler erasing 
1he maintenance defici1. There will be 

C&TS Dispatch 

much locomotive work 10 be done over 
-1he-win1~r uL connectlOJ.UlliLh ,ha.new 
FR.A. rcq11iremems. and much more 
work on passenger c-ars. On MemoriaJ 
Day wceJ..e11d 2002. when our annual 
tribute to veterans wiU be e.speciaHy 
poignrun given recent events. the 
Cumbres & Tol1ec Scenic Railroad wiH 
1x ready. Make your plan)) now 10 join 
us and see for yourselr what o dedi• 
cute<! group of employec!t urc able m 
accomplish with your generous 
conlributions. 

- John A. Cran ,t 

Membership renewal 
letters will soon be in the 
mall. Please continue 
your support of the 
historic preservation 
wort< of the Friends. 



J1111e. com11111ed from poge I 

1924-1925, 1hen turned imo a coach for 1he C&TS in 1he 
early 1970s) aod converted i1 back 10 boxcar 3605. To begi11 
1he conversion of the car back to its 1924-1925 configurn-
1ion~ the volunteers removed the boxcat conversion 
modifications. replaced wall suppons as needed. replaced 
the siding. fabricated new boxcar doors. and reinslallcd the 
roof walk wi1h new saddles and decking. Much of the 
hardware was installed before the end of 1he :;;essions. 

The Car P:iinting crew painted rotary snowplow OY (during 
the Augus, work ~ssions. blnck paint wa~ 10 be applied 10 
1he s1eps. grub irons. (!lld undercarriage-it's ready ror 
lettering) and finished painhng pile driver OB idler flat car 
06008. rail and lie car 06051. and wheel and tie car 06092. 
11:ie Cnr Leuering crew was bosy during the August 
sessions! 

The Carpcmry volunteers completed repairs on all lhe 
..-1n1c1ures 10 be painlcd during the: Auguh-1 work h-l!S:iion~. 
One nonresmrorion ra.c:k accon,p1ished by the 1eam wa~ lhe 
constructfon of two wooden scrnp~mcla) containers (4 ft. 
wide x 8 fl. long x 4 re. high) 1h01 were plnced ju~, ,,onh of 
the cistern by the cnginehouse. 

In A111011ito durinx \'elsi<W A. Warren Ri11ger (/J tJnd Jim 
Rhinelwrt ir,sta/1 a C"llrl'etl ··1J(li/er" boc111.J 011 the roof e11,J of 
short caboose ()579. Bill Kep,,er on the ground helps nmt(!r 
the board. and Charlie Jn·in works on the· ,·upola, (Photo hy 
AnNid111/s J 

111c: Chronickrs 1.1gain this sumrnc:r documenlc:d, wi1h 1ex1 
and pho10s. the restor.nion work aa all project sites. I 
The Coa1 Tipple 1cam completed sevenll main1emmcc and 
rehabihtatiru1 project~. They cleaned the interior ot the 
'i.1n1Cttlre nod th¢ pump ~ump!; • .and fabriCOINI 8.11d instaJled--f.l_ -
watc.r .. ready tank'" to obviate the need for making a hose 
~onnec1 ion a1 1he ::ish dump. They paimed 1he exterior of the 
hois1 house. The volunteers installed a 2~ft. x 3~fL pane) 
describing 1he purpo:-c:; rind function of the tipPle hinged 10 

~uch a wny that it could be read from outside the building 
through 1be window. 

TI1e Cook Car 053 team completed documentation of the 

JacJ. Salislmry (/) and Keith Nu.le,\ w,,rl. u,rflut ct,r6708 in 
Amonito during .'ie.t~imt 8. ( Phou, hy Art Nid11,I.~.) 

interior of «he cur. 

Drop 8011<~m Gondoln 
volunteers made a com• 
ple1c nssessmcru of 1he 
strucLUral integrity of 
drop bouoin gon 727. 
They then complclely 
.stripped 1hc car ::tnd be­
gan rep I acing. center 
nailing strips. By the 
end of sessio11 B. they 
had completed 1he cen­
ter strips. had cm aU the 
pieces that will be u:-ed 
in finishing tJ1e car. and 
had begun 10 boll the 
first of the main side­
boards. 

Pagc4 

11, tht Chama yard. 1im Brisrow (I) and George De1wi/e1· 
replace the lmedor .tiding of hoxrur 3605 t1uri11g work 
ussion 8. Al right. in Amonirodurlng sessio11 8.from 
th<-• left. Warre.11 R;uger. Jim ltrycocl.. Jac·k Salisbury. 
Norman Gram. and Kel/lt Hayes msw/1 a coupler mt 
ldl~rflat car 6708. An Rtmda/1 works uudtr the f t1r 
(Photo by Art 1Vid1ols) 
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Peter Dulo11g hold., the hose while Smw1 teMmon sprays the 
fir$/ c11111 of gmy pa;,,, 011 1'111 wltt'el mu/ tit' air 06("1}. 
(Clumw, .((1Ssitm A). 

Le1•i Craig sprays u r-oat tJ/grrJ.\1 011 the hltuie:i. of roUll)1 

s11m,plow or (Clwma. ff!SSion 8). 

Abow•. Les Clark (I). Jack Qua,rdt, tmd Roger Bri_ggs wort 
rn 1he newly orgam:ed wmxl ,,•orking and car shnp i11 
Chc.mra cl11dng Stssion A. Ri.'!hf. in Chamll, Ro11,er Breedm.~ 
(IJ ,md Mike Oes1reid1 Jake apart 1/Je Faimrom speeder in 
preporatiou for (I fom(Jlete restoration (sesslon A). 

The Exhibit Planning & Dc,ign m:w was busy preparing 
and "planting" walking-tour number posts in Chama (23 of 
them) nnd An1oni10 ( 12) to mmch the new walking tour 
brcx:hure. Historic photos raken along the railron<l and 
provided by the Denver Public Library were framed and 
hung in thi; t:oachcs. 

The Pnirmon1 Speeder crew began rcs1.oring 1wo speeders 
(motor cars) IO working C(Hldicion. One of 1he~ cars is po:,t 
WWII and 1he other is la1c l 950s, and they will be used by 
the maintenance-of-way and 1rce trimming crtw:-. The 
speeders were dismamled and 1.he many pans cleru\ed. The 
two engmes were overhauled nnd necessary repairs were 
made lo both tr:msmi~sions. The \'O)untccrs assembled 
wheel sc1s for both cars, n:pa1red ~ht.~I mc:t:tl body 1:mnels 
and va.rious elemenis of car "truclUre, and primed and 
applied a fi rst coa1 or paint. In 2002. the crew hopes to put 
all the piecl!S b:ock together-S{)n or like nn en:ctor s,:1! 

The Flanger OK volunteers removed all ronen wood. 
assembled and primed the frame of the Oangcr. and installed 
new decking, so 1he car will be able 1.0 wi1hsrn11d 1his 
winter•s snow, 

The Food Preparation team prepared o,·cr 1200 lunches 
during the two wod -.e~siom! 

Volunteer..· ll'Ork on drotJ boltQm gondola 717 i11 the Chilma 
yard (S(!'iSlon B) 
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The lnspec1ion Car MW02 team finished fine 1uning the 
inspection car and le.sting its perfom1ance wi1h a Curnbre!-> 
tum. 

The Landsctlp.ing crew pl;mtcd marigolds. Ligcr lilies. and 
ger;:iniums. weeded garcle11~. rind 1rimnled hedges io Chanu1, 
They also spent time in Anto11110 weeding. Lrimming, and 
clc-uning up the rock garden at the end of the. Antonito dcpo1 
aud wol'kiog. oc, the po1:,. in rron1 of rhe <lt:pot. 

The Milepo.)L:,. & Whistleboards voJuntfXrs painted or 
touched up l9 whi~tleboards, si>. mileposts, two ~witch 
stands, one st:ue-linc sign. six railposLS for crossings, and 
inswlled n oew Coxo sign. The volumce" did a 101 of hiking 
because they worked without a speeder this year. 

The Refrigerator Car 163 team finished 1he res1ora1ion of 
lnis long reefer. except for painting. by completing the ice• 
h,11ch pla1fonm, and i:-idin_g. 

The Running Gear 1eam replaced aJ1d repaired the trucks 
un<ler n~,t car 6649 during session A. got thl· lriple vaJve tei-.t 

l)ench n1nning. isolated crocks for nae car 6314. and cleaned 
:md tested the car's triple valve. 

'TI1e Slo<:k Pen!> volunteers rebuilt four gales and hung the 
headers above the gates during session A. Then .. during 
'-C~))ion B, 1hey replaced 1wo more g~lles and removed and 
replaced mnny boal'ds in ,;everaJ of the pens,. 

Tool C4r ,cam members con.s1n 1cted o new workbench ond 
in.stalJed sheh,eson one e!'d ruld along.both side walh of 1he 
Friend:-; tool cur. They moved muny or the small parts (nuts. 
washers. ~rews. e1c.) to boxcar 3231 . Don Metzlel' hoped to 
ln.srnU lighting and eh:cuical outlet~ by 1hc C ~ssion. Tut 
team ,uembers kept the checking in and om of 10ols and 
ma1crials running smoothly. 

•n1e Yard & Train Hosts leam acquired four new member:,:;. 
The learn ·s Jons-range goal is to have every schcduJcd crnin 
staffed with 1roin hosLS. 

Speeders \Vere not available to the Tree Trimming volun-
1eer~ M> 1hey did a Jot of hiking with oonie heavy-duty suw~. 
'rlley cleared c.he inside of some cuf'\•es at Lhe end of che 
Chamn yard; clenn:d 1hc willow shrubbery•• bo1h the 
Chama and Coxo road crossings: cut some slots 1hrou!?h 1he 
lrees m 1he bouom of the norrows for new camera sites: 
re,novcd cottonwoods from uoder and alongside the eas1 
end of Loba10 Tresdc; cleared the Cre;co siding; and cleared 
lhe maut line a1 Big Hom-which now complerely deal':-. 
lhe line from Anlonito to mile poM 300 west of Big. Horn. 

Ar Cumbr~ . . . 

Volunteers con1inucd work on lhe interior of the Cumbrcs 
Secc.io11 House. re.slOrmg trim and doors t.h1·oughout. 17,ey 
abo buih ti new rear porch on the St..~lion house. Team 
members also worked on 1he speeder shed, re.'otoring the 
foundation. re-covering the walls. pulling on a new roof 
covering, and stabili2i11g the strucrnre. 

Jnspection car 1\.IWO! at Cumhres after a successful test run 
(n'Jm Chama duri,ig session A. 

The ln,,d:-capmg team gardenmg on tlz,, bel'm oj tlu: 11pper 
parking lot (session A) 

/)a\'I! r1>,\' CUI.\' 

do~w cur old 
COllOIJK'ood tree 

that" as 
threa1eni11g 

to jlll/ tJCl'O . ..S 

the tracks at the 
north end of the 

Chama .wml 
(session A). 
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Al Osier .• . 

r e:.un n1embers spray pain1ed an in1erior rooms and Satmded 
1he lloon. in tbe Osier Sec1ioo I louse. TI1ey also insialled a 
rt,plicu or'"' I 881 1rai11 order signal. buil1 a stairway io tbe 
second level. in~talfed llooring and wull paneling jo 1he 
in1erior lofl, and insmlled a porch on the front of 1he depoL 
During session 8, they sanded all tl,c hardwood noors., 
finished abou1 75% or 1he in1erior p,1inting, .md [uiished all 
the wood 1rim on che See1ion Hou~ In the Q,;ier DelX)I they 
finished all 1he walls downst:urs. finished haJf of Lhe 
downstairs ceiling woodwork. und all the upswirs wood­
work. 

, 
The Sitt lead,•rs and Teom Uadert r(>lllrihuttd ti) this 
report. ,t 

Al Cumhres. John Sl.'luvort; re.pairs a door p«ne/ to the 
:;peeder shed. The volunteers rep"ire,I and swbili=i!.d the shed 
during session A. (Photo by Art 'AYc.ho/s.) 

/11sitle the 
Osier depor. 
Dem RolJbin.r 
(/ I a,u/J oh11 
Ruhr fit the 
/in'11 hf'1<i• 

/xx1tt/ \'trip (HI 

the wall of the 
firs, j1()(Jr. The 
chairmita11d 
~adhoanJ. on 
tlte ullmg are 
yr1 w be 
complt1lt(I 
(.tessfr)n 8). 
(Plwtoby 
Sltc>ri 
Hamblin./ 

Bob Akers am/ Noreen Brl'eding lewd th<' /fame of the neu 
hack porch 011 the Cumhn:s section hou,re (:;e,'li,'fim1 A). 

er" 

Da11 RtJbhim· (IJ ittJ·tal!\ 1/u~ door /ramt> for 1hefrom door of 
the Qfi;,,,· 1Jerw1 while Chris Norcross (eeutcrJ and E:,muanm•I 
Lope: work bn the k hee(choir accessible ramp (se.uion 8). 
TIie new signal mowued 011 the front of 1he depot was 
imwJ/ed during session A . (Photo by Sheri /l<m1f-,Jm,) 

Inside JNirfour car .loseph C "Jo,, .. Vigil, Train /lost 
HoK'anl Bumr a,m,·erJ fl 11urs1fo11. At1t1mft1111 Raita Mora/et 
is a, tlw fur emf of 1l1e ri1,:ht mw of rhair:.. Other rw· 
atte11dan1s on 1/u., patlour cars a/ 1/te C&TS arr. Clara 
DuPont <11ul Robbir Smith (P/Jmo hy Sp<>nl'er Wll.wn. J 
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VOLUNTEER ROSTER-JUNE 2001 WORK SESSIONS 

Work Sessions A and 6. Please Chroniclers 
notify the A.buquerque office 01 Glenn H.allA 
any errors or omissions. 0.A. HanoaA 

Lynn HIJ)er B 
# leam leader Kei'lh lemons A 8 

s ye~,s this year as a vel,ml.Nt Joyce Lemons A 
• • 1 O years this year as a volunteer John ManionA 

8enJ&mln RogM B 
ANTONITO Rebecca Saager B 
Sile Leader #Terri Shaw'' A 8 

Bill KopnerAB Roberla Skinoer A 

Caboose 0579 
Tlm Smllh8 

Charles l,vin A CoaJT.,ple 
fBill Kepner A BOO Craine A 
Jrunes Rhlnohan A IParice, Fowle, A 
twarren Ringer A Hugh FOWJ8r A 

Flat C3t 6708 
David leM,non A 

Nocrnan Grant B 
Roger Nousc:::h81« A 

WadeHaJB Cool< C..r 053 
Don Hausmann B IUwta Evans As 
Robert Hayes B Richard M Smith A 
Keith Hayes B 
Jim Lay,oock B o,op Bottom Gondola 727 
MalCOlm Maekey a An Evans AS 
#Arthur Randall 8 GoofGordOn8 
Warren R.lnger B Cha1les Irvin B 
Jaclt Salisbury B ITooy K8$Sln A 8 

Jim l.ay(OC::k A 
GHAMA Claude Morell 8 
Site Leader Oa"e S8Jlds A 8 

Jerry Sahnd A 8 
Exhibit Plarwilng & Design 

Admin1:S(1ation & Registration #Richard Kilday A B 
#Oona Akers A T-1mar OostrOi_Ch A 
Holly AOS$AB tca,en Ouand, A 

Ronald Vane B 
BoxcartCooot'I Conv8fs«)n 

Donald Bayer A Falrmom Speeder 
Noreen &oedilng"" A ROg(NSreedingB 
RogGf Bteedtng A Tm Bristow A 
Roge, Briggs B JohnCol•8 
'Tlm Bristow" 13 Michael Faith A 8 
George Detwiler B #David Ferro A B 
Craig Kum!e, A Wac.le Hall A 
Robin Kvmler' A laura Kammerer AB 
Scott Letdenberger· A &1Mackoy8 
Ptw McDonald AB Wayne Munay A 
Don Storm· AB Mike Oesttelch A 
#Sob Tully A, B Ph!ltlp Robinson A 
RodWhel808 Mike Skrine, A 

Marshal $mt1h A 8 
Car Painting CAIW:r1 Smith A 

#John Blake A 8 Mike Thode B 
Frank Burton A 
Levi Craig B fla,,ger()t( 
Debbie Crame A Ga.lG;si>A 

KOJhyC""B Jim KirchA 
Peter Dulong A Ka,Jk.,,f(hA 

Cliff Edwards 8 Shosri Rider A 
SuSAA LeMmon A #Terry R.ioer A 
Don Ntcho!lsA Jeff SmllhA 
Alan Oestreich A 
Carl Olson B Food Preparaoon 

John Wilson A #Mary Cacdln AB 

Lavre WIison A NanC1arkAB 
Ctiarly Fowler A 

Carpentry Shirley Fowler A 
Lewis H. Clark A Noncy G""'°" B 
Rona10 Hore1s1 A 8 G8N8 .Hixon 8 
U$a LeidenbergEN'" A SatahN~rA 
Ed Lowrance AB 5ardYSChwat12·A 
JOhn Ouandl A Mary Jane Smi1h B 
#Ken Spenoer AB 

Page 8 

Mona Tully A 8 
MaiyWhelanAB 

Inspection Car MW02 
Don Huber' 8 
W. I.,. Oulliber 8 
Joseph Phelps B 
#Gus w1.u1zer B 

Lardscaping 
I Alta Bot1<strOSS8< A 8 
Diana Gross A 8 
Kathryn Kom A 
Laura Randall A 
Ma,y Jane Smith A 
Sandy Spencer A 
OaneVosA 

Mileposts & Whisde-boatds 
#Jim Gross·· A B 
Don MacCornack 8 
John Mitchell 8 
Ernest Neal A 
800 RossA8 

Refrigerator Car 163 
WiNlam Lock A 
#Al Smucker A 
Frank $mucker .. A 
Bot>SpeneorA 

Aunrung Gear 
Don Hausmam· A 
ClydeA Putman A 
I Anhur Randall A 
Jack Salisbury I\ 
Rod-VJh84anA 

S1ock Pens 
tOeorge Beriestres!iet As 
Paul~B 
WIiiiam A. Kem A 
Fted Kuhns B 
Jim PhefP$ A B 
Cle1us Wander A 

TOOi C;iir 
,Harold Jensen A B 
I.Joanne Jensen AB 
Jo)'OO ShOSlrom' • A B 
Lew;sH.Ct!rkB 
Glenn Ford 8 

Tree Trimming 
John Ac:bnA 
SIC\'e Benwa A 8 
Gary BloodWorth A 
Kyle Sk>o<fW()(lh A 
Cohn Cloud 8 
Jacob Halliburton B 
Tom Hlllllbut1on B 
Edward Krech B 
Raymond Roblnson A 
Donald Saager 8 
IOav& Vos A B 
Melissa York A 

Yard & Train Hosts 
Mlryam Brown B 
OaleBrownB 
.fHoward Bunte A 8 
RayCriSIS 
Hilton HaganA 
lafty Hatdl A 8 

C&TS Dispatch 

Cunis H"fllon8 
Harold HIJl$0n A 
Joan Krech B 

Mary Kuhns a 
Hed>ert Milchel A 
Rich MulhA 
Carol Sa!iSbwy A 
Keil:h sa-.,si,om··As 
Diane Vos B 
Spence, Wil$0n A 

CUMBRES 
SecbCin House 

AOberl Aket'SA 
.,.., S.mey' 8 
Roger BriQ96 A 
Tom Donovan AB 
Bil Gartner 8 
IAObert Ground A 8 
William Hobbs B 
Richard Hobbs B 
CattiyJundaA 
OougJundaA 
Harry Pocone a 
John Schwartz-· A 
Mtke Slannet 8 
Silt Strathearn A 8 
Cletus Wander 8 
John We-.,tA 

OSIER 
Sec:11on House & 00po1 

Gene 8alders!onA 
Don Bush A 
Ron08rde,A 
_..,.mbRl\8 
Shan Hamblin 8 
lOUtS Hazle\\'000 A 

DMl Hoy, B 
Barbara Hutchi.son A 
A.chard HutchtSOO A 
Emmanuel Lopez·· AB 
Sam Maroh- B 
,roo Norcross A 8 
Chris Norcross AS 
John No,cross AB 
Kyle Norcross B 
David A-lph B 
James ~ndolph e 
Becky RobbmS 8 
Daniel Robbi-ls• B 
JOhn Ruht 8 
Janet RuP'ey A 8 
John A141ley A 8 
Michael Serna A 
Jim Tittworll\ A 
Rudy Til~worth A 

Pr'6$$SSK.lf\ TOOi Pr(lrj)aration & 
Loading 

Aooer Bngos 
T,m8n$1ow 
frank Bu1:oo 
Tom Donovan 
Hru,y Jensen 
Joanne Jens.en 
Susan LeMmon 
Hert> M11Ct'IOII 
Dave Sands 
Cletu$ Wander 
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NARROW GAUGE NEAR AND FAR: NO. 20 

What If? 
hy Earl(;. Kn()()h 

One of the fun and interestmg thmgs 
abou1 swdyin& railron<l history b 
trying to second guess historical 
events and how things would have 
Iumed ou1 if circumstances had been 
different Trying to rmio11alize why 
ccnain decisions were made ca,, setve 
n~ ;L grctU way to understand the 
his1ory of 1he O&RGW narrow gauge 
or any other r.1ilroad. ln t.hio1; b;sue we 
will look inlo some intcrcsiin.g devel­
opments in locomotive hi:srory and 
some po:mble .. what ifs" had the 
situation been diOC:renl. 

A ttues1ion lh.11 is of1e11 ,,sked is ·'Why 
were the K-281) sc.nl to the \Vhite Pass 
& Yukon in Alaska and n01 the K-
27s?" As you probably are aware. early 
in World War 11 Alas"o. ·s locmion made 
iL a smllcgic spo1 for the defense of 
North America. The WP& Y was 
in'ilrnmrn1~,1 in thi..: e,ffon. and the- L'S 
Anny took over operaLion of the 
rrulway tor 1he duration of Lbe war. 171c 
huge influx of traffic over lhe WP& Y 
created a severe motive p0wer .short­
age. Some new locomotives we1-e 
consu·ucted, hul 1he.sc were not nearly 
enough. A search was sraned for ~ny 
and all surplus naITow-gaugc locomo­
tives thal could be. used on the WP& Y. 
TI,e D&RGW. of course, had a vast 
narrow-gauge system w11h a lot or 
motive po,\fcr. and il was dctcm1ined 
1ha1 seven of the K-28 cJass could be 
spared for the w~u cffon. 

The K-28 clas:,; wa& com~Iruc..:1et.1 in 
1923 initially a.s freight power. As lhe 
larger K -36 a1ld K-37 hx:omo1ivcs 
were built, the K-28s were shifted into 
the role of passenger und branch line 
locomotives, The K-28s• design made 
,he,n easy 0 11 lhe- track and they "'ere 
capable or running at the speeds 
desired for passengel' service tts well as 
!)UILCd for running on tltc lighter rail of 
bmnch lines. 

Up until 1he early 1940s. die K-2Ss 
were bu::;:y on au 1he narn.>w-gnugi: 
lines except the Black Canon hne and n 
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Rio (irandt> S()uthem -1+6•0 lotomotfr<· No 20. (0110 P<,,.,.y photograph, courtesy 
q.f the Denver Pub/it· Library, We.u,,,·n History DepanmPIII.) 

couple of very lightly buih branches. 
One K-28 hold down the Crc,tcd Buue 
Branch. while LWO more covered the 
Salida-Gunnbon passenger trains. On 
the lines out of Alamm:a. two were in 
d,tily u:-.c ('In th¢ Alnmo'-a-Dornngo 
pa~~ngcr. two held do" n 1he Sama Ft' 
Broncht and a couple more were kepi 
in Durango as spares for the passenger 
train. as well as ror IJ!,(! on 1he 
Silverton and Fannington Branches. 

Howevet. by 1942 the Salida-Gunnison 
passenger train was discontinued and 
the Santa Fe Branch wn.s abandoned, 
reduci ng 1he nee.d to at leas1 five 
locomo1ive~. l:lrg,c.r 1ocomo,lves could 
handle the Crested Buue and 
Fa.m1ington Branches, furLhcr reducing 
the need for the K-28 class. '[lu-ee of 
1he K-28s were needed to cover the 
Alamosa•Our.mgo passenger trai1l. bm 
the remainder were deemed surplus. 

The D&RGW also lrn<I on hand se,•eral 
snmlJer locomotives as well as eight 
rem:1ining members of 1he K-27 class. 
The smnllcr locomotives were needed 
for use <m the liglu mil und ligtnly 
consiructcd bridges of the Black Canon 
Jine and the Ouray and BaJdwi,l 
Brauches. ln addiLion 1hc smaller 
locomouves were u"led as switchets in 
Duran.go and were frequently leased lo 
lhe Rfo Grande Southern. ·n,e eight 
cc::maining K-27s were used as helper 
locomolive:-. ouc of Mon1rose. leased 

C&TS Dispatch 

power 10 1hc Rio Gr.mde Southern. as 
well as bl'aoc-h line 1>0wer ou1 or 
Dur.tngo to Silverton and Fanuington. 
With the exceptioo of passenger duIics, 
lhc K-27s could perform Lhe same 
duties a.$ rhe K-28~, and rhe K-27s 
cotild wnrk in locauons the K-28s 
could noL With this in mind, the seven 
K-28s were deemed surplus and sent 
north ,o Alaska. 

When the K-28s were busy handling 
all the nal'row-gauge pa:,,;enger 1mins. 
the one 1rnin they couJd not pull was 
(he pa.s.senger 1rain hetween Gunnison 
and Monlrosc. The ltght bridges 
through 1he Black Canon of 1he 
Gunnison River \\-Ould no1 allow their 
heavy axle loading:. IO n•n we:.t of 
Gunmson. Because of this. the 
D&ROW coniinued 10 rely on small T-
12 class 4-6-0s to puJI 1he ,rnins. ·rhese 
small locomo1ives re(1uired helpers on 
both side.~ of Cerro Summit betwee11 
Cirnnm.)n and Monlro&c:, 

In the 1920,;. the Rio Gmn<le Southen, 
was e~sentiully operated us i.l division 
of1he D&RGW. whkh fre,que11tly 
leased locomo1ives 10 the RGS and 
borrowed RGS locomo1ivellt for its ow11 
use. In 19161he ROS c.une into 
ownership of three 4-6~0s origrnolly 
l}uilt for Ll,e Florence & Cripple Creek. 
These were rather large, modem 
locon,otive~ buill by Schc:ncclady in .. 
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1899, carried I 80 lbs. of steam and 
developed 19.000 lbs. of tractive dfon 
through 42-in. drive wheels. Numbered 
20. 22, and 25, ~1ey could pull well 
and run at passenger troln speeds. 
Unfortunately, the RGS used them on 
mixed trains. wh.ich were heavy 1rains 
run at slower speeds. and the locomo­
rjve.'i tended 10 slip badly. The 
D&RGW decided 1he RGS 20, 22, and 
25 would be grca1 for the Gunnis.on­
Montrose 1>assenger trains and sem 
them off to Montrose in d1e early 
1920s. They perfonneil well there and 
didr\'t requirt: a helper over Cerro 
Summit 

ln 1929, dte RGS wen1 into receiver­
ship, nnd one of the firs t things the 
Receiver did was rewrn all 1he lea~ 
D&RGW power and recall all lhe RGS 
loconio1ives, The 20. 22. and 25 wen! 
back to struggling up Dalla.~ Divide 
wi1h over-tonnage mixed trains. while 
the O&RGW brieOy we111 back 10 T-
l 2s, then resorted to running C-18s and 
C-19s on the Gunnison-Montrose 
pa~seogc:r. The low-drivcrc<l 2-8-0s 
were not well suited lO nuHling a1 
passenger speeds. and the RGS was not 
really happy wiLh how ,heir engines 
were <loing. \\'hen under D&RGW 
comrol. !he RGS had le'1sed K-27 
engines and foun<l them quite saLisfac­
tory for their needs. 1·here wa..~ 
corre.spondel}ce between the RGS and 
Ihe O&RGW involving a Irade of 1he 
Ihree RGS 4·6·0s for two or lhree 
K-27s (Ll1e RGS wanted 1hree K·27s 
and D&RGW was thinking a two for 
three swap). 

Unfortunately. the Pos! Office pulled 
lhe RPO off the Monlrosc-Gunnison 
passenger in 1933 paving ,he way for 
ils discon1inuunce a year la1cr. With no 
passenger trains west of Gunnison. che 
D& RGW dropped i1s plan for • trade. 
No D&RGW lellered 'IC19s ever 
exis1ed. and i i cook several years and 
another trade for the ROS 10 get a K-
27 of ii< uwn, But .. , what if the RPO 
had stayed on and the trade had been 
consummated't WtUll engi11e~ wouJd 
the RGS have ended up with? Assum• 
ing the Lwo-for-1hree tr.idc happenc:d. I 
would vcn!Ure the 455 and 463 or 462 
would have ended up there. NI of 
these engine.s spem considerable Lime 
on Ihe RGS in 1he 1920s und 1930s. 
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Whot the three RGS engines would 
huve become 1s more u11eres1ing, 111e 
D&RGW would undoubtedly have 
renumbered them. What numbers !hey 
would have acqufred is a mauer of 
qucs1ion. The las! D&RGW engine 
wa.< 499, so niaybe 500-502'/ I doubl 
it The numbers 500 and up were 
already used by ~tandard~gauge power. 
·nere \\1ere hoJes in the narrow-gauge 
numbers beLween 465 aocl 469. which 
might htwe been used. A more likely 
scenario i.s chi:. hole in the numbering 
between 1he last C-19 (349) nnd the 
fars l C-21 (360). They would have fit 
nic:dy in there. My guess js thal they 
would ha"e been numbered 35~352. 

Had the RGS gouen the 463 and 
455, both of them would have 
shared the same fate and been cut 
up for scrap in I 952. Had 1he D&RGW 
gouen the 20. 22. and 25, and the 
passenger train hung on until the 
remaining Gunnison-SnJida portion 
was discontinued in 1940. they 
probably would ha,•e been scrapped or 
sent to Alaska in J 942. Occrisionally 
hjs,iory hos a way of working thing1> 
out for us. Today RGS 20 is preserved 

for u., to see 01 the Cnlorndo Railroad 
Museum. and of course 463 is still 
doing the work she was buih 10 do­
climb Cumbres Pass. 

£,<1r/ is Superinterrdent u[Operatfo11.\' 
for the CumhrPS &. 'l (Jltr,· Sceufr 
Railro(ld and a C o ,r.rn/r,11(! Din·<·t<>r of 
rhe Friends. ,f 

Historic Preservation 
Study Reprinted 

The Cumbres & Tofte~ Sanir 
Railroad: The Hinoric Presen•ation 
Smdy. by Spent.::er Wlh,on and Vernon 
Glover. is back in print. With remain• 
ing copies of 1hc last UNM Press 
printing nrnning ou1. 1he Friend1\ 
urnmgcd to reprint this classic. This 
i:-. a vetba1im reprint of the original 
edition with a revised and Uf>Cla1ed 
Appeodi~ 8 of locomotives and 
rolling stock. There was 11either time 
nor resources to research. compile, 
and write a cornple1e new rnnnuscript, 
The new reprint can be purchased 
from the Friends for$ I 3.% including 
shipping and handling. 

WANTED (Santa are you reading this?) 
lndustnaJ grade equipment for use m the Friends' restoration pro;ects and 
RGRPC loeomobve and passenger car ma,ntenance programs. The Projects 
Committee would like to reach out to members and ask for assistance In 
locebng used equipment Iha! 1s needed lo enhance the Friends & RGRPC 
mission requirements If anyone knows of PoSSible sources, please contact 
JelT'f Sahnd al JBSahnd@prodigy.ne/ or (719) 573-5688 after 6:00 p.m. wilh 
,nfoonation. 

Friends Equipment Wish List 
1 1s· or larger industrial~ band saw (220v) - Chama, Priooty 1 
2. 15• or larger lndustnal grade planer (220v) - Chama, Prlonty 2 
3. 6" o,a• induslnal grade shaper (115/220) - Chama, Priority 2 
4. 15-20" dnll press (1151220v)-Antonlto, Priority 1 
5. Power lhreader(115i220v)-Chama, Priority 1 
6. Po<fable engineodriven arc welder, 226 amps - Chama, Prionly 3 
7 Two each, four-wheel ATVs or equivalent- Chama, Pnonty 1 (lo be used 

bylheMOW~) 

RGRPC Equipment Wish List 
1, Wire•feed welder -Antonito, Priority 1 
2. Scotchman hydrauhc ironworker. 65~ton cap. or larger (or 

aqu1va1001)-Arttonlto, Prlonty 2 
3. Bench grinder, two 12• x 2• wheels - Antonito, Priority I 
4. 24" x 4a· horizontal lathe -Anionlto, Prlonty 2 
5 #5 or aquiYalenl vertical mill - Chama, Priority 2 
6 Large cap. rad,al-ann dnll press -Antonito, Pnorily 1 
7 50-100 ton cap hydraulic press-Antonito. Prlonty 2 
8 Four each, 50-ton caj). hydraulic jacks - Chama/Antonito, Prionty 1 
9 20• or larger tnduSlJtal grade band saw (220v) - An!onito, Prio<tty 2 
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PRESERVATION PERSPECTIVE: NO. 21 

Preservation Paradox 
by Kei1/r £. Hayes. AJA 

One evening aft<.~r working on idler tlm 
car 6708 during ,his ~ununer's v0Juu-
1cer work Session B. Warren Ringer 
and my father. Roben Hayes. and I 
drove !-Oulhwcsl Crom Antonilo to visit 
1he Lava Pump House. People have 
made comment~ abouLthis remarkable 
structure over the years. and [ wanted 
10 see i1 for myself, n.s i1 i" no1 \'i,ible 
from tlte ra.i.J.s. 

Consequently. when 1he .ra,lroad was 
cons1ruc1ed in 1880. idenlirying poce11tiaJ 
sources of water v.·as an unponant task. 
Any spring, creek or lake along the 
route was a po1cntial source. Ideally, 
the warer wa~ collecled from a nearby 
water body vm grav11y as a[ Cresco. 
but wntelime:, u pump was required. ,is 
is tl\e c.ai,e lll L,wo. Ac; 1ht: roiJroad 
built toward(, Cho.ma from Antonito. 
the line imdually ascended 10 the lop 
or 1he mesu west of 1own. Some 12 
(track) miles t'rom the cown, ii wo.~ 
necessary to prov jdc a v.,mcr tank. but 

, 

. 
' ... •' 

;, ~ .... 

~ • • 

of black lava rock with walls over a 
foot 1hick The roof consisl> of wood 
rHfcer; aod ~phi ~hingle~ aod ha, u 
large ven1 centered aJong the ridge. 
There is a larie stone cMmney on the 
wes1 wn11. and 1wo windows e;1<:h on 
I.he north and soulh walls. T he door ii; 
on the casl waJI. and above it in the 
gable i:, tt 1imes1one plaque tha1 read,, 
.. ERECDEO 188) hicJ:· Each opening 
is trimmed in limestone bJock.s that 
have been carefully tooled on all the 
exf>O$ed foces. tron hinges for 1he door 
and w indow shurter!> are rn:-.et into the 

limcston< trim. All lhc 
lava i:-. ru~ticated-thm i~. 
h has a coarse chiseled 
face but is tooled along 
the edges. and oil me 
monar faces appear 
relatively nm. F..ach 
mortar joint was raked 
smooth and tooled 10 

create a concave indent or 
:-.hado,v ltne. All of 1he~~e 
details are evidence of the 
pnde the crnh~meo tool.. 
in their \\>Ork! 

Water is fundamentaJ 10 the 
opern1ion or u,e railroad 
The size of the focomorive 
tender, in conjunction with 
the ruli11g,grade of1he trncJ... 
detem1ined the distance be­
tween w:ucr 1nn~s. and in 
nrnny cases the seulemems 
1h01 grew o.round 1hem. Wu­
ter tanks 3ppear to have been 
,p~1ced about ~i>. mile~ apan 
across most of the r.ulroad, 
,, illt lrnll!Cr J i.,1,m1..'l."\; r th 

srblc due 10 lc<s sreep 1,ack. 
As locornouves grew 1n ,11..e. 
"° did 1he tender, anti con­
sequently Lite locomotive.s 
u>«lon the Cwnbre,,&Toltcc 
oo longer need to stop at ev-

lt.il·a Pump House, June 27. 11)()1 (Photo by Robert lluyes.) 

]aside. only ~l ponion of 
the machinery rem:1ins. 
along w ith &ome piping 
along one wall. 

ery w::ner tMk. and some lanks have been 
demolished over the ye.a~. 

lncicleo1ally. the Rio Graode hi1J a 
whole department dcvo,ed to the 
inaiorenance or wa1er wwers. h was 
the rcspons1b1lity of the Wmer Depart• 
,oent crew:, lO regularly vbit e::1ch 
water tank and pump hall~ and keep it 
in 1op shape. If o. locomotive lo\\ on 
water reached an empty tank, 11le resul1 
would be a significant dcluy. h is smd 
1hat in tlte We~1. wa1er nows uphill. 
Unlike 1he eas1cm United Stale~ where 
water is plemi(u..l and the rule is mke a-. 
much as you l ike, waler is:. prcciou~ 
resource along 1hc C&TS. Early 
:-.eulel'b recogni£.ed the \'ttlue or w,uer 
and established rules whe.rcby the 
e:11·lie.;1 ~eufor hu-. tir~t rig.hb to water 
in any amount: first come, first served. 
Among the it.em:, sold with the r.tilroad 
were water nghts for the V3J'ious spring• 
w'ltt nvcr-fed 1anks along the route. 
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the oeares1 waier was in 1he Rio de Los 
Pinos. almost one-ha1f nule away and 
400 fee1 below 1l>e 1rack. According 10 
Doris Osterwald 's Ticlet 10 ToJt,,c, the 
originnl pump facil ity w:1~ h<)u,et.l in u 
frame structure. ln IAA3 this was 
replaced wit11 the Mone buiJding 1hat 
sumds 1oday. 

We traveJed on din roads 1hmugh 
several beautiful \•alJcys almosl nine 
miles to reach 1he site ulong 1he Los 
Pinos. There. tbc valley is about a 
qu:.mer-,njle wide ::u1d lush iu 1he bonom 
with lava-capped mesas rising along· 
side botl1 che no(lh aod south banb. A 
sligh< depression ii; visible along the 
line or the pipe up the non.h bank to the 
1op of the mesa ~md the water l!mk 
beyond. The pum1> hou.\.e :-.rands in a 
1hickc1 of willows nexl to lwo ,mcicnl 
couonwood rrees. on tile banks of the 
rh·cr. \Vhat ~i buHding it is! It is a stone 
suttcrure abot.u 10 x 30 lc:et romaruc1ed 

C&TS Dispatch 

The cooundrunft Wha.t to do \Vilh thi:-. 

neat struc1urc? It sits aJong the banks 
of the river 111 New Mexico far below 
the track. Any re&tormion effort would 
he vi~ited infrequently ond o:ubjec1 co 
future vandalism. Di.sa~embling the 
structure and moving it 10 aoother 
locat10n would require s1~nificameffon, 
;md c<m1pn.nni~ the hh,toric i111egri1y of 
the building and ii:, adjacency Lo the 
river. PJus. where could it be moved 
to? \Vh1le the walls of 1he building are 
in grcal i,h:1pe. the roof need~ some 
:mention and the windows and doors 
arc gone:. TI1e Lowa Pum11 House i!> u 
nea1 building. but it represents a true 
preservation paradox. If you h::,ve 1101 
se.cn Llus building. check H ou1 during 
your neM ,1i~it. In 1he ,neo,uirne. we 
welcome your leuers and Lhough1s on 
preservation. 

Keith is a /011J,?•tlme \10l111uen and a 
Jict'nsed (lrd1uec1 residlng in Denl'er. _ 
Cvlorad!J. ~ 
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2002 Schedule of 
Friends' Events 

Volunteer Work Sessions 

May 13-17. 2002-Sess,on A 

May 20-24. 2002 - Session B 

June 17-21, 2002-Sessioo C 

June 24-28, 2002 - Session D 

August S-9. 2002 - Sassioo E 

August 12-16. 2002-Sesslon F 

Visit the Friends on the Web: 

http:llwww.cumbrestollec.org 

On August 9. 200/. 1/Je ~os1bound train 0111/te-',..ay to Cum/Jres w;r1, /Je/per./97, nm 
drop ... lJottom ROndolas hx1ded with bolltut. cmd roatl e111<ine 4Rl /11 the early 
afternoon. 497 w11J, tlu! .r:011dola.'i remrned 10 C/romafrom Cumbres, d,stributmg 
balla.wfrom the ~011dolas at sei·eraf trac'K Jocotlfm.t. (Pltmo hy Tern Shau•,) 

Friends of the Cumbres &: Toltec 
Scenic Railroad, Inc. 

Nnn-PrQfil 
Orgaru:tahon 
U.S. P(t."i1;1~c 

6005 Osw1a Road NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

PAID 
Albuquerque, NM 
PcmULNo.1710 

\I,, l,l 11, I,,, I I,., II I I,, 111,, I I, I, 111, 1,,, 1, I I I, 11, I II I I, I II I 
****AUT0****3-0IGIT 871 
SPENCER WILSON 
4304 VIA DE LUNA NE 
ALBUQUERQUE NII t7111>-4952 

Spencer


