
President's Column: Five Weeks Closure 
of Railroad Puts RGRPC in Jeopardy 
Railroad to resume 
operations 
The aclions of' rwo federal agencies 
and the extreme fire danger U1 lhc 
S0U1hwe1:,t h:,ve deah o severe eco­
nom.ic blow to the Rio Grande Railway 
l'reserva1ion Co.,,. (RGRPC) and 10 

1hc towns or Chama. New Mexico. 
and Amooi10 and Alamosa. Color.ldo. 

The railroad's 32nd season opened 
on May 25. 2002 with a schedule 
lh(ll bad been modified because 
orders from the Federal Roi1ron.d 
Adminfs1ration (FRA) made i1 
impossible Lo cross 1wo key places 
on 1hc )inc. h was closed on June 8 
by order of the Carson a.1d Rio 
Grande National Forests because of 
fire danger. Now. with fire condi-
tions lessened by the coming of 
seasonal monsoon ta1os, 1hose otders 
have been rescinded and the railroad 
will resume operations on 
July 16. 

Rut Lhese eveo1.~ will have fo.r­
rcaching impacL Total patronage for 
our 14 day~ of ◊permion was about 
2,000 riders compared 10 6,000 m lhe 
s.1me time in 2001. And, by mid July 
la.SI year there had been abom 14,000 
riders. This has created u revenue los8 
of $600.000..$700,000 a1 a time of 
yeot when ii wa$ needed 10 beg.in 
paying off outslanding loans and 
nccoums paynbJe for wi,ner shop 
work. The combination of revenue 
toss, ouisrnnding deb1>, refuod pay• 
ments to passengers unable to ride 
during 1he closures. o shorter lhan 

usual season. and the cost of uoan1ici­
pa1ed locomouve repairs ihm were 
revealed during FRA boiler work has 
placod 1he RGRPC in a po;ition where 
it ho.d no sensible choice but to 
exercise the: tenuinmio.o clau~ i n its 
operating le.ase with the Commission. 

B) t1hkl of J 

Rm <.,r.1ntk • um.1 
l1•1~1. 

This clause requires the RGRPC 10 

no1ify 1he Commission by Augus1 I if 
ii docs not believe it will be able to 
continue operations pas1 the present 
season. The termi.amion of 1he lease is 
effective on October 3 1. 2002. 

n,e need for working capital 10 fund 
pmjccls, repay deb1, and provide for 
nexl winter prompted u~ IO launch our 
campaign for ••Another Century of 
Narrow Gauge Steam.•• The campaign 

See Pnsident~f Colum.n. page 2 .-

Visit 
the Friends 

on the Web at 
www.cumbres1oltec.org 

Another Century 
of Narrow Gauge 
Steam 
Fund Raising Campaign 
Underway 
by Curt Bicmd1i. Terri Sluttt~ ,md 
./Q/m l\~.\'I 

The Friends of the Cumbrcs & 
Toltec Scenic Roilroad. Inc .• a 
New Mexico nonprofit corpor.t• 
tion. ha.~ launched its fin;t-ever 
comprehensive fund raising 
l..,..tmpai-:;n to prese-n•e-U'le (:'umbres 
& Toltcc Scenic Railroad. with u 
goat of raisi11g a minimum of S2.5 
miUion. 

The C&TS is America·~ premier 
historic steam era railroad. ll is a 
fuJly operatioool 64-mile mouniain 
railroad ,md is a significant living 
museum of induMrial America_na. 
The propcny is a registered State 
and National His1oric Sile nnd is 
designated n Nntional Civil 
Engineering Landmark by the 
American Society of Civil 
Engineer~. 

The railroad is aJ.so an imponant 
ecooo11Jic SlimuJanl for southern 
Colorado and northern New 
Mexico. bringing an c.s.timated $45 
million in annual economic benefiL 
IQ 1he region. 

The preservation. operation and 
managen1cn1 of the r:-til.road has 
been entrusted to the Friend~ of 
lite C&TS and its nonprOfil 
subsidiary. tJ1e Rio Grande 
Railway Presen1ation Corporatjon. 
under lease from lhe states of New 

See Another Cemury, page 4 _,,,. 
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Commued /mm J}{Jge I 

is going well. as Bob Cmine 
repon~ to you in his lcucr on 
page 4 . Do'1ations 10 this fund arc 
now needed more than e\.er. 

The Friends and ,he RCRPC are 
pursuing avenues for financiaJ 
relief through Sllllc and fcdcrnl 
programs. To da1e i1 h:1.s beeo a 
frusu-ating search a.1;. we have 
learned that nonprofit corpora• 
lion, do no, qualify for SBA 

loans and 1hac olher program.,;: do not loan 10 govemmemal 
entities. Blll we wll11 as aJways. persevere. Our hope i.s that 
enough assistance can he found to pu1 RGRPC back oo a 
sound footing and be able to approach the Commission with 
a new pro~al for opcnuing 1he railroad. 

The FRA Orders 

Plans ror opening 1he season had 10 be abruptly changed on 
Mny 17. when the FedcraJ Railroad Adminlstrn.tion. after its 
u,u:11 pre...-.eai,,Oll in:o.ptt"l1on of 1ht:. right-of-way. ordered 
improvements at two locations before passenger 1rain" could 
Cn)!,,S, 0Jlc locauon i, apr>roximmely 2 .2 mile, e.as1 t1r Oi,,ier 
at milepost 316.2. while the oLber locatjon. known as 
M~inc1 Point, is le~ lhon a mllc west of Osier m 111ilepos1 
319.2. 

Thu,, passenger 1rair1:, W()u1(1 be unuble to reuch Osier from 
cu.her Chama or Antoo.i10. RGRPC management and staff 
g.rappled wi1h the situt1tio11 ant.J C;lme up with nhcrmuc 
armngcmcnts. There would be no trains out of Anlonilo. but 
the Chama crnln v.ould go a\ tar a.s Los. Pino.~ Valley. The 
lunch concessionaire prepared bag lunches and t.he Rendez• 
\'OUS Steak House o ffered i(s focili(y and ground!. for 1he 
picnic. ·nie staff attempted to contact every passenger with 
advance rcscr,,·31jons for the weekend. i1dvising lhcm or the 
a11ered schedule. and giving customers the option of re­
booking or cancc!iog their reservations Some ~ta.ff members 
logged over 90 hours in the week pl'io,· 10 opening day 111 

order to implcmcn1 the new plans tmd get the railroad open. 
h was an exceptional effon under difficult c ircumstances 
and we I.hank them for their dedication. 

The right-of-way impro-.·ements began within days of the 
FRA order. The Commission arranged for the release of 
funds from the U.S. Economic Development Agency grant 
for ,his work and new RORPC Presiden1 Bill Albert quickly 
organi1.cd the people and Cljuipmenl needed 10 do Lhc job:,. 
Tbe projecL east of Osier was completed on June 4 and. on 
June 5. RGRPC announced that serv-ice from A n1oni10 10 
Osier and back would begin Lhc next day. 

The Fo~I Sl'nit..-e Orden; 

These-pfans were cut shon when Commjs.sion Chainnnn 
Jolrn Swartz. received a te lephone call on the evenrng of 
June 5 from the Supervisor. staff, and legal counsel of .. 

Pagc2 C&TS Dispatch Vol. 15 No.2 



Car,ou National Forest. They inl'om,ed 
Swam: 1hn1 they would be issuing a 
notice closing the Car.,011 National 
Forc:,t 10 au activity within the forcM. 
specifically including the C&TSRR. 
·n1ey cited 1heir COUCCl'l1S dlle to 

extreme dry conditions in the Forest 
Hnd the behavior of recent fires in New 
Mexico and Colorado. TI1ey assencd 
the Forest Senrice's authority lo make 
orders atfocring ti:dernl. slate. and private 
land in casei, of fire emergencies. 

Much of the route of tbc Cumbres & 
Tohec ruos through national forest. Fo1· 
administrative pu~es. the stale 
border divides it into the Rio Graodc 
Na1ional t-Orest in Colorado and the 
Carson National Fores1 in New Mexico. 
The pOrlion of Lhe line impacted by the 
Carson's action wns between Antonito, 
Colorado, and Osier. Colorado. where 
the route c-rosse...; the New Mexico 
border a number of limes. The Rio 
Grande Natfonal Forest had 110 1. :u that 
ome. issued any similar order. 

ln response to numerous telephone 
calls protesting the Carwn National 
Forest action. the Supcrvbor issued a 
.t8 hour closedown order and org.an1i.ed 
o mcer.ing of nmiona1 fores, ood State 
forestry officials to discuss adoption of 
a common p01icy. The group ,net in 
Chama on June 7. Reprcsentatjvcs 
from Chama und 1he railroad met wilh 
the group to discuss their concerns and 
explain the i111p;1c1 on 1he town and tit<! 
tire prevenuon and fi refigh1ing 
measures practiced by the rnilrood. 

On the 3f1ernoon of Friday, Jone 7. the 
Carson and Rio Grande Super\lisors 
notified Acting General Manager Kim 
Smith Flowers tba1 they would issue a 
joim closure order. prohibiting railroad 
operations in both forests. A lis1 of 
conditions were explained lhat would 
qualify the railroad to cominue 
operations. On June 8. closure notices 
were posted m both depots aod 69 
hourly employees were laid off until 
fun.her notice. 

On June. I 0. copies of lhe closure 
orders we.re faxed to the Commission 
and RGRPC offices. No exemption 
conditions were specified nod the order 
was effective •·until cancelled." At I.he 
~me time special ol"ders were issued 
to permit personnel and equipment to 
con1inue work 01 Mar1fae2 Point. 
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Another meeting of railroad and 
forestry representatives was 10 be held 
during the week of Jone 10 10 review 
the siruation and discuss the railroad's 
abili1y 10 meet these condicions for 
cominued operauonf). but it was 
postponed because additional fi res ln 
New Mexico and Colorado were 
occupying fi re maMgement personnel. 

Opinion Letters rrom the Attorneys 
General 

lo response to inquiry by the Conunis• 
sion. the Attorney General 's office of 
both Colorado and New Mexico 
reviewed the situat ion and issued 
leners to both Forest Supervisors. Jn 
their opinion, the railro;,1d rig),1 of way, 
owned by the Denver & Rio Grande 
Western Railroad prior to the creation 
of the na1ionnl fores1s, wa...~ not subject 
to closure order or any permitting 
procedure. Further, they <toted, they 
believed such closure order was 
grounds for o claim for damages by the 
raUroad and others economically 
impacted by the closure. 

801h Auorneys General urged 1he 
Forcs1 Service 10 offer fire prcventi~n 
expeni~e to the rn,lroad and to meet 
and resolve the situation in a way that 
would pmteCJ public safety and the 
intercsls of those involved. ln response 
to the railroad closure. Friends volun. 
tccrs and several railroad employees 
voluni.eered cheir time to talk to the 
pl..'Oplc who came to the railroad 
expect.ing 10 ride. In order 10 ease tlte 
disappointment. volunteers offered 
friendly conversation, self- and docen1 
guided tours of the yard. free speeder 
ride.~ lhrough the yard, tmd a 1our of a 
steam locomotive cab. The railroad is 
also making irs lensed molOr coac.h 
available for free murs hosted by 
Friends' volunteers to lhe top or 
Cumbres pas.'-. 

Friends work sessions scheduled for 
June 17-21 and 24-28 "ere held wi1h 
only one change-the pr~jccts at Osier, 
Colorado, were cancelled becau~e we 
did noc want to put our volunteers at 
risk in a remote area. After June 28. 
Friends' members contjnucd to 
volun1eer as yard hosts and bus guides. 
and helped to keep the yard and 
facil ilies cleal). RGRPC kepi a skel­
eton st.a.ff employed in progr.uus for 
which funds from sou~s mher 1han 
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passenger revenue are available. This 
inc.lude.'i scate funded boiler work and 
<late and federally funded ua<:k work. 

Closure Order Rescinded 

Representatives of RGRPC. the 
Commission. and the Friends mc1 with 
officials or ,he Rio Grande National 
Forest on June 28 and came to a mumal 
undcr->tandiog of the indexes lb.al would 
he used co watch for changes in fire 
danger as the summer monsoon rains 
beian appearing. And to become bener 
prepared. RORPC armngcd for 20 of 
iu; employees 10 auend firefighting 
courses provided by the New Mexico 
Swtc Forestry DcpL The RGRPC is 
g.raleful to Ken Schein and Joe VaJdez. 
for their support and training. 

Since early July. more moisture was 
moving up from ,he sou1h and l".tin had 
begun to fall a l the higher elevations. 
RGRPC decided it was time to set a 
date cenoin for resumption of opera• 
tions. On July 10, ii ~cH o wriuen 
proposal to the two forest supervisors 
that trains s1ar1 again on July 16 and 
outlined the fire pre\lention measures 
1hnt it would practice. Forest Ser\licc 
personnel responded quickly. exumin• 
ing data froin re01ote wemher suitions 
and inspecting the railroad right•of­
wny. L:)1e Friday, July 12. Ac1iug 
General Manager Kjm Smilb Flowers 
.received \lerbal notice 1ha1 1he closure 
order was rescinded. 

One train a day will go from Chama, 
New Mexico. to Cumbres Pa.ss. 
Colorado. a.nd return umiJ the last of 
1he repair work at Marc,.ine1 Point is 
completed and then it will operate to 
Osier, Colorado. and back. Service will 
begin out of Anlonito. Colorado. as 
soon as necessary fin! suppre.ssion 
equipmenl c.an be assembled and 
dispatched. Full service acros, 1he line 
will then be possible for the first time 
this season, Trillas wW operate luesdr1y 
lhrough Saturday for !he remainder of 
the :,ummer and n:sume sevecHlay•a• 
week operations on September I through 
1he end of 1he season on (lctober 20. 

Your continued support of the railroad 
through purchase of lickcts and 
donations to the friends will help us 
pull through this difficult time. 

- Tern' Shaw 
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Mexico ""d Colorado. whichjoin1ly 
l)Wll rhe railroad. 

Funds raised by ~,is campaign will be 
used for the following: 

I. Capi1al for short- and long-term 
operating needs. including capital 
improvemt,:;rits lO n:swre t.he railroad 
infrasLrucnire io good opera1ing 
condition. 

2. Historic preser"ation. interpretation. 
nnd public education. The museum 
propeny consis1s of over ISO Jlieces of 
historic rolling stock. as well as the 
historic s1ruc1ures along tbe line, many 
of which date back to Lhe railroad's 
construction in the early 1880:,. 

3. Tite ea<:iablb.hmen1 of a pl;rm.anent 
C&TS endowmcn1 fund. Ten percem 
of all funds raised will foru> 1he basis 
of a new. permanent endowment for 
Lhc rni)J'oad. 

(From 1he booklei "Another Cenrury of 
Narrow Gauge S1cam·· published by 
the Friend~ of the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scer>ic Railroad. M~y I. 2002.) More 
information about this campajgn is 
found on the Friends' Web .:;itc 
<www.cumbrestoltec.org>. 

Contributions and pledges to 
Another Century of Narrow 
Gauge Steam may be sent to: 

Friends of the Cumbres & 
Tollec Scenic Railroad 
6005 Osuna Rd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 

Telephone: (505) 880-1311 

e-mail inquiries: 

bobc1aine@cox.ne1 
terrishaw@cumbrestoltec.org 

Contribution and pledge forms 
can be downloaded from lhe 
Friends' Web site: 
www.cumbrestoltec.org 
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Open Leiter lo the Members of U1e 
Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 

Dear Friend:,, 

AJthough the railroad re-opened ofter :i five-week closure on July 16. 2002~ as this lcucr 
is being written. the simation facing the C&.-1'5 railroad rcmams criticaJ. I can only hope 
that by tJle time this ,s.~ue of tJte C& TS Dispatch reache.~ you. substanuaJ progress bas 
been made iii resolving the fin.:uicial. legal. oper.uing. and olher is:-.ue.s which thre,uen 
I.he railroad's abili1y 10 operate in the Joog•1.erm. A successful resolu(ion wi11 require 
I.hi!. aid and cooperation of the st.ale and federal govemments and a number or othe1· 
ouL4-ide par1ies. A large number or Rio Grande RaiJway Pl'e-servm1on Corporation 
(RGRPC) and Friend~' rnembet!., officers and direc-mrs. employees and others are 
working on i1 with grcni energy and pfl.S~ion. Lei's t ncouraie them. 

In spite of the senou.s problems lacing lhc nulroad, the lnitiaJ response 10 lbc 
.. Anothe,· Century or Narrow Gauge Steam" campaign, inilimcd in early May, has 
been tcemendous. Based solely on the posti ng on lhc Web she and the initial mailing 
lo members and known supponcrs, as of July LS, 2002, a total of 388 people h.ivc 
made contributions and/or pledges totaling $418,000. The campaign thus for has 
brough1 in cash of abou1 SI 82.000. of which $70.000 has been conlributcd 10 RGRPC 
for railroad opera.uons. The balance of 1.he cash, including the i1mcmn1 cum:ntly 
aJJocatcd ( 10% of (unds -acc-uaJJy received) to lhe Pnend'-' pem1.1.nent endowment fund 
for lhc railroad, remains inveslcd in Friend~· :te .. "COUnts. 

Wilh almost SJ00.000 of campaign cash on hand, and ackli1.ionaJ fonds.coming in 
every wee.le. we are accumulating significa01 rcsourte'-. Howc,1cr, at this 6mc we arc 
choosing to reroin all funds and assess lhc: ~ituat1on on o week-to-wed, 1,a._," to determine 
1he best wny to help lhe railrood fin:ux:ially and cn,urc 1b lt~g-tcnn surviv:,I 

The friends' members are dcdkated and p.assiooatc aboul our mission 10 pre.serve 
and restore the Cumbres & Toltcc and this inili$1 response proves that. The generosity 
and commitmcnl shown by th<~e-who httvl! c61'l:tribul~ or pledged is very mueh 
appreciated. But. v.,c•~ uol littis.hed yeL 

We're on track 10 ra1,;c. m c.X>nlribuLJOll.!> and/or pledges. the fund$ necessary to meet 
the 1-equiteme11l.$ \\(: initially !Jel ror lhe campaign: lO pro..,idt RGRPC with capital co 
retire debl o.nd lht fi.uaocial resou1-ces necessary lO ensure tl1e eom1nuariou of shop 
resloration and repair projects during the 2002-2003 off-season without the oced for 
more borrowing. However, lost rcvco\le rcsuhmg from. fin-I, 1hc rcccnl FR.A cloimre 
( the repairs and truck work n!l:tled to whkh are now ::ilmost complete) and. now, tht'.' 
Forest Service closure. has pla~d a -;evere, unexpected Strnin on RGRPC. 

Significant additional resources wiJI be rcquued to gel the milroad through the. 
operating season and beyond. In the nex1 few weeks, we plan 10 cxlcod the rtach of 
the campaign beyond 1hc Friends' mcmlxrs, wi1h efforl~ to reach a hmad popul!tlion 
of railfans. railroad h1s1oriea.l societies and the geocral publ.ic. TI-ie n:ality i!; tha1 1hc 
campaign run& may con.soiute the capiial which -;et:dl). 1he effor1 10 fund o re­
,1ruc1ured opernrion and/or re-start the rnill"O.\d ond to begin 10 dig out from under I.he 
largt' deficit cau.-;ed by lhe inabilily of the raill'oad to operate over lhe pasl five 
weeks. 

So. the campi1ign continue~ with t\ftn n1ore vigor! We have J lo1)g way to go :ind we 
need 1hc support of cve-ry ,;ingle memher and others. If you've already contributed or 
pledged, thank you VCI)' muc.h. IL is not an O\'erstatement to say that you are direclly 
contributing, to an ongoi11g effort to save tJlc railroad. That was ll\lC eight week-. ago 
v.hen we staned: iCs even more true now. 

If you haven' t yet made a comribution or pJcdgc. please do so lhis week; additional 
funds are very much needed. Thanks for your conlintJing s11ppor1 

C&TS Dispatch 

Sincerely, 

Bob Crai11e 
friends" Oc'Jclopmcni Commiuce 
Chairmo.n 
July 16. 2002 
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Tire 11ewfl" tmrkfor the C&TS. be/on! its coal of red patm. Four and o,,e.ftalf• 
ro11. with fll:-whee( dril'(', the mu:/.. Cltn "go anywhert''' to put om fires (May 
2002). (Plwtoby Tom Ct11tli11.) 

ELECTION RESULTS 

Nine hundred and SC.\'Cnly ballot~ were 
cast in this year's election for nine 
direc1ors or 1..he corporation. The 
following six directors \\>el'e reelected 
lUlY.1,.t•)t:.:U lt:nn~(\>Oh:-. rurc:,.u;h 
candidotc arc also given). Cun 
Bianchi. 955: l3ob Craine, 954; Parker 
Fowler. 959: Phil McDonald, 959: Art 
Nichols, 963; nod Warren Smalley, 
961 . The three new directors elected 
for two-year renns were Rob Ross. 
955: l3ob Tully. 963; and Frank 
Yockey. 964. Al their meeting in 
Chama on June 16. the direccors 
eloc1cd die following ofliccrs of the 
corporation for 2002-2003: James 
Herron, cbainnan of the board: Jerry 
Sahnd. vice chairman; Theresa Shaw. 
presidc;n1; Curt Bianchi. secretary; and 
Dennis Sterosky. creasute.t. 

RGRPC Elects Officers 
At a special meeung of the hoard or 
directors of the Rio Grande Railway 
Preservation Corporallon on Monday. 
June 10. 2002, William H. Alben was 
elected president and Robert E. Witter 
was elected vjce president . .Pre\!iOui,Jy 
elected office.rs arc Warren Smalley, 
secreLary and Richard Casford. 
treasurer. 
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Flowers Appointed Acting 
Gcneral ~1anagcr 

On May 19, 2002. the Board of 
Directors of the Rio Grande Railway 
Preservntinn Corpora1ion granted 
Genern.l Manugcr Dan Ranger's 
petition fol' a medical leave of absence 
for :10 indefinite period or time. The 
board appoimed Kim Smith Flowers. 
Director of AdminisLration and 
Marketing. Acting GeJletal Manager. 

Shop Equipment Donated 
Holcin Cement Co. (formerly known 
o, Holnam Ceme.nt) rc-cently closed 
their La Pon. Colorado. anaJytical 
laboratory and the machine shop tha1 
supponed iL Th.is f11ci lh)1 was owned 
by lde,tl Cement. which was bought by 
Holnam. Through the effon.\ of 
member Grant HaU. who managed the 
lab and shop for 30 years. and mem­
bers C-arol and Jack Salisbury, Holmun 
doomed the l;hop equlpinem to the 
Friends for use in the Fort Knox 
facility i,1 AmoniLo. ai well as in 1..he 
Antonito engine hou~c. Among the 
many ttems dona1ed ate a LeBond 15•· 
by JO" lu1he with much tooling, a Van 
Norman Mod 16 vertical mill, nlso, 
with much lOOling. a noor model, 1/2" 
drill press. a two--1on arbor pre\s. a 
Man1uet 175 amp welder, heavy duly 
shelf rocks. and mnny ha1td tools. 
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Our International Visitors 
by Spencer \Vi/son 

Tile La Bajada Visitol' Ce,uer just 
south of Sama Fe on 1.25 is an 
excellent source of mformation abom 
the home sw.t~ and coun1rics of 
v1~itol'l\ to New Me~ico. ~n,ii:> inform~­
tion is compiled by the New Mexico 
Touri1tl Bure;lu an<l is limited co those 
travelers who ge1 out of their cars. 
enter the center, and sign the guest 
book. The numbers. cspcciolly of 
foreign visi1or-. • • m; useful in our 
current program of 1ran'1lating the 
Walking Tour brochure. We have just 
printed 1he Spunish-hmgu;,1ge c<lition. 
funded by the New Mexico Historic 
Pre!>li!rvacion Division. and German and 
French t.tan.sla1i<.>n-; are in 1he works. 
We hope for a Japanese e<lilion in t.he 
near ruwre. 

The visitor ceoter information coml.'!S 
from a month-by-month tabulating of 
the gues1-book h~ting.\. by place of 
ori1,?in and nationality. (n 200 I, there 
were jus1 under I 00,000 folk< who 
'!>igm .. -d the book. In the state listings. 
the greatesl numbers in e,·ery month­
were from New Mexico-our own 
dtizens were "visiting." New Mexico 
was closely followed by Texas and 
Colorado. each or whom Lraded place-s 
duri1tg the year. California und Arizona 
followed dosely1 and they were trailed 
by V(Lrious eastern und mid-wci,tcrn 
states. 

Looking at C&TS ridership during the 
2000 season. 40 percem of passenge~ 
came from New Mexico and Colorado. 
each s1.ue with abou1 20 percent Texas 
passengers were 14 percenl followed 
by 1he other stu1e,. 

England (UK) and Oem1any were 
highe)l for foreign vi~itora passing 
through the La Bajada cemer. wit..h 
Switzerland, then Holland. and Jap.,i, 
among the top drop-ins. There were 
'-'>Ole in1eres1ing others: Czech 
Republic. Spain. China .. Ukraine. and 
Slovakia, 10 nume a rew. Ahhoog,b 
intcrnntiona.1 visitors to the railroad 
were less than one perc~n, or al I 
visiwn. to the milroad in 2000, the 

I 
ll'flin host~ greeted folks from mttll}' 

countries in 2001. including 1he UK. 

See Visilors, P"8' II ,r 
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2002 Historic Preservation: 
The May Volunteer Work Sessions 
by Arr RtmdalL Warren Ringer. Jerry St,Jmd, tJ,id Jack 
Salisbury: phowgmphs bJ· Tom Cardin llnd Bud Gillmor 

forty-one ,1olumeers came 10 1he two work sessions May 
13-24. 2002. llte sessions were oriented toward projec1s 
outside of the regular season for the railrm1d or ouL,;ide usual 
work ses.sion activity. 

I n Antonito. sche<luled projects included cleaning up ~,e 
r:ulyard ond Fon Kno:<, con~ctrng a new coal bunker, 
building forms forcort'crete pads to pro,1ide equipment 
storage ~rnd to ease a(.-ce~s from Forl Knox to the RLP tmck 
::irea. reai,sernbly of a 20-1011 truck from which parts had 
been used to provide patterns for castings needed for 
caboose 0579, landscaping around the depot, and helping lo 
secure fixmres in Lhe An1ooito collcessio,1 c.:lf. 

ln Fon Knox, all the locomotive illld rolling-stock parts that 
hat.I come from Al:Lmo~a and h:wc been on the noor in~ic.lc 
Lltc buildutg were sol'ted and stored outside on paHet~. Pal't'> 
that mighl suffer from the weather ,vcrc protected or 
re1urned inside. and unu$.llble me1nl was sent 10 the :-,crap 
yard. This opened much space inside the building and 
ollowed th~ shelving and ~ho1> equipmem donatOO by 
Holnam Cement to be set up in a useful configumtion4 A 
pion for additions co die wi,ini; was de\'eloped to udd 
lighnng for the new mmblc areas. 

AI A11rorrito, duri!J~ session A, volt11ueers move hem1y dury 
shelf rad.s donated by HoJnmn U!me,,, imo Fort K110:r4 The 
J·hefres will be usetl for luml>er and materials store1ge. A 
forklift mo\•etf rhe shelving to the door of Fon Knox. where ir 
was m/Jnl 011 pipr f(1 mnn~ut·Pr it into th;, bullding. fa•e,r 
then. it ft><>k/fre mt11 to mnvf! the .,;!tefri11,t: flowwd /Juntl 
(/), King Reul. lad. Salisbury (inside buUdil1g). Rid, 
Casford, and Hbrren Ringer. nw Fdends thank Tommy 
Lobato and Lore,rzo Lujtm of Antonito for do11aring their 
time a,td forklift ro more the Holnam .shop eq111pmelll mro 
fo,1 Ktio.t. (Photo by Bud Gi/lmor.J 

In Chama, a \'aricty of projects were tackled. Work was 
done on the carbody bunkhouse, kitchen car 3585, commis­
sary car 3484. the coal bunker wall. 484's wood cab lining. 
the passenger coaches sound system. and landscaping. 

The volunteers built a Oammables· storage shed nott.heast or 
lhe engine shop in the area near the old sheep dip pens. 
During session A. the floor and walls were erected. siding 
and I.he roof were installed. and 1he door wa, hung. In ~ssion 
B. the exterior trim. air ven1:-.. and shelve~ were added. 

Khig Reul(/), Howard Bunti. Qntl J"ck Solisbury work 011 

the pad for the new ''(H1l bun"4-r uJ Anumitu. Thr ,·~rtirn/ 
steel/or the side rnpport.f wa.teUl/rom oft/ rails. \\0oden 
plt_mk,:, will beJasren~d w tJu~e sides o.f1he Pfld 10 ho.!il..J..he 
cou/. U~tn('II Rh1ger b i,r the backg,.ound doing f,:l'nen1/ 

dea11•up (session A), (Photo by Bud GU/mo,:) 

In Cha11u1, l?ecbuse grrnmd moisture hud been pm11uJtirtg 
bod)· .till dec'1y, tht N,rbo,6• bw1.khou.)e wa.~ Jiftnl o.D' 1he 
gromu/ and pifl('ed mt ties 11lt1ced ptrprndicultrr It) 1he body 
,,·ills. 'nti.f should pm,·ide an odtqutlfe soltttfo11 umiJ a more 
1>ermtmemfeund01ion ;s deemed necessary um! engineered. 
In e/evming the btmkhouse, w,Jwueer,; distov('re<l a female 
red fox wirhjh·e pups ap11mximmely J-4 weel.sold that Juul 
mnde lite u ·t"-SI end under tlte ,·ur lrer dt1L TI1e crt'"' WtJ.\' 
cttreji,I ntll to di.\lurb 1/te Jamili wry mort than necessary 10 

elern1e and le,•el the car. When 1/u• project h'tts finished, 
mml,er and pups were still residing com/onabJy under the 
Cdf: John SmJms works on the ties a11d hm Phelps drfre.s the 
Heisier forkl/{I /sess,011 A). ( Phmo by Bud Gillmor.) 
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Jerry Sahnd eyeballs. hhile Jolur S"tkus use.,, n te~•e/ 10 set 
/HJStS/Ot' thtt roal bunker in 1he C/1(1.ma .wml (!)essi(m HJ. 
Emery Maez. gennat ma11ng1.•r of Northem Rio Arriba 
Et,cm·c Coupert,Lil·e, µro,•itled a lmc:k uiul c:ll:w 1/m/ drilled 
1he Jw/esfor 1/te posLt. 16-ind,-diameter. 11,\t,I, 1elephrme 
poles tluu had been iu the north yt,rJ. I Plum, by Tom 
Cardin.) 

Nt'Wa 
3585. 
andR 
Bristo 

The north wall of the coal bunker was rebuilt to prevent the 
coal pile fro,n impinging on tile carbody bunkhouse. New 
posts anchor the wall limbers. The coal bunker west wall 
(next to the driveway embankmem) is obscured with 
stockpiled coal and will be addressed next year. 

The carbody bunkhouse was lifted off 1hc ground and placed 
on 9-foot creosoted tics to prevcnl further deterioration to 
1hc body sills. 

Volumeers <>il the kitchen car (3585) J>fOject iosLalled a new 
floor. shelving. and a ventilation door. The interior of 1hc car 
was painlcd. and .a new refrigcralOr wu~ installed. Volunteers 
abo convened the railro.ud'~ former puinl cnr (3484) in10 the 
new commissary car. imtalling plywood floor covefing. 
shelving. upper interior lining. interior paint. a new freezer. 
um.I the old refrigc.ra1or from lhe luu.:hcn car. The dcctricaJ 
h)'Mem~ or bo1h cars were upgraded. 

The wood lining of locomotive 484's cab wa.~ removed and 
ib 1.:onstructio11 wal) documenled m, n prc!Jiminary step to 
replacemem. 

The passenger car .s.ound system crew concentrated on 
repairs 10 the Cham" coacheh. The line closure ;uid move­
ment of the Anlon1to coaches prevented the votunteeN from 
working on the::. co:.icheb in Antonito. 

11,e land~caping crew planted nowers and plantc., in pois and 
planters around the Chama dcpOI. They also cleared brush 
from around the oil racks. 

The mm:Jlammables · storaxe $Ired is located in the tower 
yllrd nonlreast of the t•ngine rlrop in order w re1'Wl't' pai111 
a,u/flammab/es from prrrwniry m hiwonc woa<le11 cars n11d 
,\lmctu,.es. Pnfo1 "''"' trtm.efer~tf from tire miln.N1d\- pamJ 
t·or /() 1/ie s/uul. Same purl.} 0/1/,e .\ht,f were fabrif'atetl b.\· 
w;,Jumeers in Coloratlo Spnng.fi.. ( Phow by fom Cardin.) 

Torn Ra/me {I) and J}m Baker build scrap metal storage 
bbu in the Friends W<HXI working shop in the Cluwu, y<1nl 
(ses\·ion B). These bins wlll be used h, Antonito, The biu~ 
mr,de;,, May 2001 (Ir(" bemg u.ved III CJ11mu,. (Plwu, by Tom 
Curdiu.) 
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Volunteer Roster - May 2002 Work Sessions 

Work Sessions A and B. Please no11fy die Albuquerque 
office of aoy en-ors or omissions. Although volunteers were 
assigned to a .specific projc<:t. circumsraoces required that 
some volumeers help out on one or more other projec1s. 
# team leader 
• 5 years this year as a volunteer 

ANTONITO 
Site Leader 

Jack Solisbury A B 

C-0al Bunker 
Jim Bflker B 
George Bcrkstrc>Ser B 
Howard Bunte B 
John Eng,, B 
Tarry Rahne IJ 
John Sutkus B 

Fort Knox Cleanup 
#Jack Salisbury AB 
l-loward Bunte A 
Richard Casford A 
ChrLrlcs I r,·i n • B 
John Manion A 
Richard McLean B 
King Reul A 
Wairen Ringer A 

CHAMA 
Sile Leader 

Jerry Sahnd A 
An Randall B 

Administration & 
Registration 

Terri Shaw A 13 
#Mary Jane Sntith* AB 
Sandra Engs B 

Carbody Bunkhouse 
#Jim Phelps A 
John Sutku1> A 

Chroniclers 
Miryam Luza Brown B 
Bud G1Umor A 

Coal Bunker Wall 
#Jim Phelps A 
Jolrn Sutku~ li 
John Eng, B 

484 Cab 
Phil McDonald B 

Flammables Storage Siled 
Jim Baker B 
#Mal'~h:1II Smith,., A 8 
James Harnblin 8 
Sh~trl H1unb1in B 
Jim Phelps B 
Tarry R"hne B 
Jim Laycock A 
G(.•orgc Trever A 

Kitchen Car (3585) & 
Commissary Car (3484) 
Renovation 

#Bob Tully A 
George Bo!rlc."resser 8 
Tim Bri$tOw A B 
Druby Heber A 
Richard McLean A 
Alan Robson A 
Donald Smith A 

Lnndwlping 
#Aha Beri<stres;er B 
John Will<e B 
Karen Rahnc B 

Passenger Car Sound 
System 

Dale Brown B 
Howard Bunte B 
Jim Laycock 8 
John Manion B 
#Lee Riuerbu.sh 8 
King Reul B 
John Schwam B 

Running Gear 
Charle, Irvin• A 
Jim Ross A 

Tool Car 
#Ed Lowrance A 8 
Mary Jane Smith• R 

Donors to the Ralph Flowers and the 
Mike Hlpsklnd Memorial Funds 

January-May 2002 

('Donors to both lunds) 

Jart and Ka,en Anderson 

Kermit Baese 
Donald Bayer 
George Donoho Bayless 
John Berges 
J . Stephen and Nancy 

Bergmann 
Roy Blizzard 
David Boyer 
Chris Buja,a· 

Colorado Timetable and 
Jason Midyene 

Richard and Karen Cowles 

Tom Farmer° 
James Fisher 
Bette Flowers 
Ralph and Barbara Flowers 

James Genat 
Dennis Guge 

Elmer Hahn 
Wade Hall 
John Hansen 
Ricilard Higgins 
Charles Hixon 
John Huey 
Gary Hunter 

Les Jarrett 
Lawrence JohnS-On and 

Susan Roman 
Al and Trish Judd 

Arlhur Kent 
John Kimball 

Mike Mahoney 
FranK MartindeW 
Lawrence MiJler" 

JohnMllchell 
Howatd Morgan 
Aober1 Morse· 

James Okeefe· 

John and Sharon Peters 
Jim Phelps 
George Potter 

William Ramaley 
James and Sarah A. 

Reichert 
James and Pairlcia 

Rhinehart 
Craig Ringgenberg• 
James RobJchaux 
Bob and Holly Ross 
Richard Ross 
Albert Ruh 

William Sanclers 
Rolf and Shirley Schoelkopf 
John Scott 
Tom Sharratt' 
Steve Singer 
Richard Sloan· 
Smitty Smith 
Timothy Sm11h 
Kennelh Spencer 
Mrs. Walton Sumner 
George and Margaret Swain 
David Swindells 

Mike Thode" 
Christopher Tomplons 

Wilham Urquhart 

Mark Walters 
Jack Wiedman 

Jim Ziehr 
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PRESERVATION PERSPECTIVE: NO. 24 

Food Along the Narrow Gauge 
by Keith Hayes, AJA 

Traveling aJoog the Curobres and Tollec (oday is a pleasure 
trip. You purchase a tickeL geL on the 1rain, and enjoy the 
ride 10 O.:,it:r. There you can get off the train and enjoy 3 hot 
meal-perhaps wai1 ing ou1 un afle-rnoon cloudburst- and 
the train will be waiting for you whe11 you ri1tlsb. If you are 
bungry en route. there arc snacks and beverages available in 
the concession car. This was not always the case on the 
naO'ow gauge., or any milroad for 1h:1t maucr. 

As railroads expanded west in the mid-19th century, travel 
between points Jcngt.hcncd from hours m days. While i1 was 
a marvel 10 travel from coas110 coast by rail after 1869. Llie 
trip took almost a week! This was a grea1 improvemen1 over 
1he altenla1e~ via ship. wagon or foot., but it meant riding in 
a hard seat in a small cal' fol' loog periods of ii.me with 
iutenni1tcnt stops. Breaks for food and drink were an 
aften.hOtJghl. The srnarL 1ravcler brought along a bag lunch. 

Today. if you take a trip lasting more LhaJl a few hourb, lhere 
b J)robably food service available on the train. According tn 
John H. White. Jr. in The American Railroad Passenger Car; 
dining C-al's were first <lcvelopcd in the 1850s. but remained 
a novelty until the Civil War. D1nrng cars did nOt find 
\~1de(,pread u,c in 1..he we,;;tcrn l 1ni1cd Statcc; until after t.he 
188°'-. E,en a, dining on board I.he train became common 
place. the diner represenlCd one or the mo'-'t expensive 
operations in railroading. Although the Denver & Rio 
Grande rostered six nattow-gauge buff'c1-sJec:ping cars in the 
period 1885-1901, 1hcse cars appear never to have opermed 
be1ween Antonilo and Choma. 

The alternative was the railroad eating house or dining 
station. In this instance, while the train was stopped for 
servicing a.1 particular depots, pa~~ngers were encouraged 
co get off tJ1e tn1Hl a1.1d e~tl. Often I.he sllon stop illd noL 
provide adequate time for all che traveler)\ lO complete their 
meal. More often than not, passengers paid for a meal Lha1 
wus never served as they rushed to catch a departing train. 

In it,:;, fir,:;,1 year of opi:ration. 1871, the Denver & Rio Cl'ande 
opened a dining station io Colorado Springs. This was the 
firs1 of severnl doz.en such operations that existed along 1he 
railroad. According to Col(m.ulo Rat/ An11ual No. 24. A 
Ticket to Ride the Narrow Gauge by Herbert Onnoeouu1, 
dini.ng sr.ations have been locared at Altlmosa., Big Hom. 
Osier ::iud Chama along the Cumbres and Tollec route. ln 
1884. !rains slopped a, Osier and Chama: by 1890 1hc Osier 
ope,·a1 ion was cloM:d nod passengers dined at Alamosa and 
Chama. Af1er d1e 1930$. only 1he dining SIOp at Alamosa 
remained. Although the schedules varied over Lhe ye.w.., 
genera.Uy tr.tins left Alamo~a in 1he morning, ren<:hed Chama 
mid-day and arrive<l al Durango in the late afternoon. A 
similar schedule was used in the opposih:: direction. When 
Lhe 111odemized Sun Juan entered sen•ice in 1937, tmveletS 

could satisfy their tummies in the parlol' car. A small kilchen 
wus located off tbc vestibule and dini ng was confined 10 a 
t--maJJ table seating four at the end of d1e parlor car. Due to 
d1e limiwtions of1he kitchen and thit- one aucndant who was 
both cook and waiter', the menu was limited 10 dishes 
composed of ham. hamburger. eggs. beverages and mosr 
i1nponan1-ice cream. 

Today's dining hall al O~iel' is much lnrgcr 1h::1n the historic 
operation ,hot existed in the 1880s. Then agai11, 1he sraff in 
1883 did no1 have 10 feed a crowd of 400-500 in the space 
of an hour before dcpanure: a good day was probably 50 
meals! The ne:n tirne you s1ep off thi.: trnin al O~ier. imagine 
competing with your fellow travelers for a quick bi1e and a 
cu1, or coffee during n 20-minutc water stop. Instead of 
rushing, enjoy the scenery and t.he clear mounr::ti11 air, and 
rcJa·c lhe train wjJI be waiting. 

Keith 1$ a long-time volumeer. I/is column appears 
regularly in the C& tS Dispatch. 

Broke Down? 

In 1888, A. Alexander wrote 81-oke Down: WJtat Slu)u/(/ I Do? 
Herc arc some of his suggestions. 

Wate.r F<1.ami11g in Boiler. I{ 11,,. ,·mne ol foaming is found w ~ 
greID·e III the ta11k. Jlow ,Jw umk m '('r ll'lttn you wkt Waft'f, and 
if you cmr., get obottt onl!four,h of a peck of wult,cked lime put 
in the umJ:. A pita of blue stone ,,bout the :si~e"f a ltidwrynm, 
pul itt the ltme bud of the screen, will 111-ewnt fi>0Jnl11g. n1i:i can 
be had in am· telesmph <if/ke. 

Burst Flue. Red,,u tJrt steam pre.\·.mn: and plug tl1eflue. A 
w,>Oden plug will <m.~wer if 1,·011 hul'e 110 iron plug. 

Whis11c Blown 001. Fit a 11·()()(/frt plug in 1/Je J,ofe a11d st•c.wlt it 
with u11y kind of u /en,; w(J(Jd or iron, 11.ring mpes tn senm.> rhe 
/eve,: 

Broken Smoke Box Froot. Board ii up dose, 1mug the from 
e11d bolts w hold rhe- boards. 

Knocks and 'rhumps. Ail ktwcks are i11 piswm'. crQSsheadJ·, or 
co1111uti11g-rodJ'. Side rod ktwck.'i ure lighter than 011y of the 
others. Tlwmps are ,·amed h,r loose 11.:edges or dri,·brg boxes. 
l<H>Jf' vr rrack"d pedeswls or frames. There is quitt~ a differ­
ence bt-n, e~n a k11ock a11d a thump. 

Bun.t Fh1e. lf you ct111 gn 011hr. flue /mm the fire door. you ctm 
plug ii without drawing sh~ fire by ge11i11g a srit:k of wood ltJng 
enough ro re"d1 tlt.e fluetmd drite rl,e s1lck inw the flue: 1he 
Slick will bum off nearly Ufl t() theJ1ue :;ltret, bul will nor burn 
fmide ofit. Or you cun ... l«y a bQard rm top of 1he cool mu/ 
,·mwl iJr. tmd if you httve wnls, c,mlk tf1e flue, or plug it. OJ 
course you cam101 do rhis if there is a11 art'h in 1he }ire bt>:<. 

Broken Tuinbli ng-~haft or Reach-rod. Fit pieces of....,,)(}(] in the 
slors of both links. ro Jwld r~ link<'-" high asdesir~d. AJ· you 
cnnnnt ret:erse, run vtry carefully. and comm! rhe t!ngine w11Ji 
the brake.s. 

- Spencer Wilson, Frie11ds' An:hivist and librarian 
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Creating SOOT- It's 
What's for Dinner 
by Nan Clark 

I knew four important things. t wonr.ed 
10 do something 10 help the Friends. I 
loved 10 cook. I wanted a project to 
force me to improve my com1>u1er 
skills. and my s1cpdaugh1er was a 
willing and able 1eachcr. That blend of 
Friends. food. force. and fociliuuing 
was all I needed 10 be ;,ble to pull this 
off! I jus1 needed LO trust my gut (as in. 
Jove to cnt). 

I love every aspoct of food. I love to 
plan meals. ~roccry shop, play with 
spices, and crea1e new djsbcs. I love to 
chop. slice, peel. and dice-no food 
processor for me. ''What could I do?'' 
The aoswer. of cour:,e. wo.s ~, cook­
book. It would be a collec1ioo of our 
members' finest and 1nost interesting 
dishes and would be filled with 1idbiL< 
at,ou1 the C&TS. I phoned Terri Shaw 
and asked her what she thought. She 
liked the idc.:\ and encouraged me to 
pursue it. I wem 10 the 2001 wo,·k 
1,es~i0n'i prepared. 

With the help of the kitchen car crew. 
we deeided on cookbook dimensions. 
formal, and recipe categories. I made a 
li,L of pos>iblc titles. With the an• 
nouncemem of the projec1 at 1he 
annual Friends meeting. I mentioned 
one of the favorite tides and it ~nrck. 
Like SOOT docs! I began gathering 
naines ;ind addres.o;es on a has1lly 
prepared form so that I could contact 
l'oiks once we got home. Mary Cardin 
shared her artwork wuh me and I gm 
pennjssion from Tamar Oestreich to 
use her WaJking Tour Brochure 
illusitations. 

Once home. J staned to contact folk$. 
The recipes came in little dribbles at 
first. Opening letlers and e-mails 1hat 
contnined recipes wns like hearing 
from long lost Friends. I began 10 
categorize recipes and I started 10 type. 
By now. the cookbook was living with 
us. 

The editing process was the only 
drudgery. You know your eyes do go a 
liule cross-eyed afler reading" I 
tcnsp0on" O\!CT and over again. Karen 
Ranger kept offering 10 help. I had 
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never met Karen but l knew of her and 
I finally said, "ol.ay." I would inail her 
the typed. computer version along 
with a photoeopy or the original 
recipe. ·n,e recipes aeeded 10 be edited 
for comem and accun1cy and aJso 
compared against the original. One of 
my greatest fears was typing " J 
rnblespoo11" when ii ,bould be "I 
teaspoon." As Karen finished the fi~1 
chapter. I was ready to mail her the 
second one. I would set goals for 
myself-so many recipes typed 10,lay, 
so many tomormw. etc. 

R"'-iP"'-" '''"" rn"-"nJ,. of tJ,.~ 
C umbn-,. (t T oltc-c &c-mc Kailro.d 

It was fun. The recipes kept coming 
and Koren kepi editing. I was deter• 
mined to follow up with eve,y single 
person. I wanted the cookbook to 
reflect a~ many Friend~ rnembers. 
states, and foreign countries as 
possible. Many of you beard from rue 
m:iny times. , ~here was lots of back 
and fon.b as recipes were clarified. 
'""Recipe Police" Wil..'l my new moniker. 
'' Are you !>Ure it is a tablespoon of 
buue.r per pancake'l No. it is o table­
spoon of batter." 

Besides the recipes. Lb.ere was the info 
1 got from Wilson and Glover's 
Preservation Study, and Doris 
Osw,wald would not know bow 
invaluable her book would be to the 
cookbook. I beg:m incorporating the 
railroad history nod in[onnaLion. 
Ahhough my husband. Les. had 
explained the difference 10 me m:my 
times between engine 491 and the 
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480s-now I finally got 1L 

Prinlini lbc cookbook would come 
next. Before printing though Debbie 
Craine and Mary Jane Smith each 
proofod the cookbook one more time. 
Luckjly for ut< I wa, referred 10 
friends member~ Ed and Valley 
Lowrance. who had been m the 
prin1ing business. They made lhc 
necessary contacts and cootraclS. 
SOOT-h S What :S For Dinnu was 
finished! ln early May, Les and I 
would 1ranspon the fir>t 500 copies Lo 
Albuquerque. And in June, l ,ball meet 
Karen Ranger. 

One closing thought. As "working 
proofs" or 1he cookbook were printed. 
I began to carry a proof wi1h me all 
over San An1onio. By the time Les and 
I arrived in Albuquerque, I had already 
coll«1ed $660 for 44 copies. This 
money coming from tOlh who knew 
notlung of the Fncnds or the railroad. 
SOOT is a cookbook first and rore­
mo_1.1. and people arc buymg it J urge 
each or yoo 10 sell the coo~book.., in 
your bomctO\\DS. Wouldn't it be 
wonderful for cookbook <ale, 10 
genemte u nu endowment! 

SOOT 1t:1 Wha,:,fnr Dinner may be 
purcha,cd from the Friends for $25.00. 
including shipping and handling.. 
Checks should be made out to Friends 
or tho C&TS ond mailed 10 the Friends 
01 6005 Osuna Rd. NE, Albuquerque. 
NM &7109. Telephone orders ,nay be 
placed by caUing the Friends at (505) 
880-1311. 

Friends Receive Amherst 
Grant 
Member Cru Smith reports tha1 the 
Amherst (Ma~s.achusens) Railway 
Society bas approved a grant of $1.500 
ro the Ftiends. The grant will be 
applied toward the cost of injector 
nozzlM for locomo1ive 497 and a set of 
spare nozzles for the 480 class locomo• 
tives. The society sponsors one of the 
Jnrg~I Lrain shows in the country in 
Springfield. MassachuseU$, around the 
f,rs1 of February each year. C'11 and 
other volumeers have represented the 
Friends in Springfield for the past four 
years. 
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A C11mbres Tmmel? 

I h,M,i.l.J Uk: Ur~dmJ;::;·_.. i1111cle {~umme.r 2001 '·"'ue) on the 
Cum~ r~ 1unncl ""!tChcm~,... mm.t intcrc.stmg. but thmk 
there is more ,o the ®I). I belieYe the whole affair was the 
rc,,i;uh or auentpt'> to pro••idc Mate asi,istancc for the Moffac 
Tunnel project. When politicians fmm 01her J)arts of Colorado 
alleged 1hai 1bc Moffat Tunnel proposal was j usl anotJter 
.. grab"' by Denver. provision~ were then added for 1unnels Ut 
Marshall WJd Cumbrcs. 10 placate voters rn those parts of the 
state. 

Tb~re had been several other near~auemp1s to circumvent 
Cumbres and build o beuer line in10 1he San Juan country. ln 
1883 lhe D&RG extended the Del None branch 10 the 
scenic bu, traffic-less spo1 of Wagon Wheel Gai>-for 1hc 
apparcn1 reason of securing this narrow defile to close out 
any other poreiuinl raiJro~H.I compclilioo and preserve a 
potcncial route 10 the San Juan country. The line tell in10 
disuse unlil the emergence of Creede. when iL was extended 
(by the Rio Grande Gunnison RR) to th.at nt!w cainp in 1892. 

Then rumors began to surface about a further extension up 
the Rio Grande and over Weminuche Pai,s w gain n heller, 
din!CI l"OlllC 10 the S;m Juan, This emerged from rumor after 
Lhc completion of the new standard gauge line over La Vern 
Pa•~ in I 899. when 1he Rio Grande incorporated a new 
railroad. lhe R10 Grande Railroad Co .. on July 17, 1900. II 
was SJ>ecifically organized 10 <:oastruct .six new railroad 
lines. Three were actualJy completed. but one of 1he three 
1ha1 was 001 begun was a line ·•from Wason iju.st below 
Creede] on the Rio Grande Gunnison Ry." and wcs1 '\op 1he 
vaUey of the Rio Gnmde dcl Norte" and •·thcm .. -e over 

Weminuche Pass ... and along the Rio de los Pino~;-· or similar 
route to Dura.ngo--completely bypassing the existing narrow 
gauge line. lL would have been a :t')X,-ctacular railroad! 

The idea of ll oew standard gauge line to replace the narrow 
gauge did not sul'face again fol' ~no1hel' decade. Then~• 1915 
report outlined the plan al that lime: a new line had been 
sun·eyed from South Fork (On the Creede line) up South 
fork Pass 21 miles. 1hen down the Rio San Juan 10 Juanirn 
on the exi-.ting narrow gauge l ine. Length was et-ii mated at 
n miles. cost between $4,000,000 and SS.000.000. maxi­
mum grude not more than 2%. um.I a 3.000 foot tunnel at the 
suonmi~ 01 10,()()() feet. 

Then. all of a sudden, the scheme of a huinongousJy long 
tunnt::I under Curo.bres i~ pu1 fortll, Either of 1hi; other two 
routes-Weminuche or Sou1h fo'ori:: Pass-,.ounds emine.n1ly 
more logical and practical- until you consider the politics 
of 1he situation. The or her 1wo would have required more 
grading and longer stretches of entirely new line. and much 
less invesled in l'unnc1Hng-bu1 ot 1ha1 poini. the promise 
was now for I.he Srntc of Colorado to bear the cost of the 
1unnel, so the ~ouallel' txpen~ of new trackage made lhe ~i, 
desirable Cumbrcs tunnel scheme much more attractive to 
the railroad. The polilic~ of getting a lUnnel for the Denver 
& Salt Lake by promi 1-ing (bUL 1101 delivering) tunnels (01· 

ct'ntra! and MJuLhem Colo1'.:1dV thu~ inOui;:m.:cJ 1hc chojce of 
the route. 

Cnmeliu:t ~V. Haurk 
c;ncbmnti, OH 

VltiMrs, co,uinued from page 5 

Germany. Austral ia, Italy. Fronce, Swi11,.erl~tnd, Japl;ln, 
Spain, Cumtda. and :,.cvcral sou1..h Asian countries. 

Now how does an or 1hb pennin 10 uur bjswric railroad? 
Those of us who arc involved in the Train Host~J)ocem 
program are \' try much aware of ,he numbers of foreign 
visitors who visit the rmlyards and ride the trnin.'\. Ill my 
cx.periencc, there h;;ive bi..""t:o many occ~1.sion:.- when we have 
had great difficuJty communica1ing and a tran!-.btion of our 
Wnl.kiog Tour brochure would have been extremely useful. 
And the Spanish•language version of the Walking Tour 
brochure has received praise from both in•,tatc and out .. of• 
state visitor.;:. 

1 fi rmly bclie\!e that multipJc translations of our Walking 
rour brochure will increa..e the number or vi~itor and riders 
to our railroad. By reaching out with such programs we will 
bring jn many more ·'friends.·· 

Thut c,re 51 Fnends"membersMps oulside the US as of 
/lf)riJ 2002. Coumries and membtfj•hips ,,re Ausmdiu. 3: 
BeJ.,ium. I ; C01w,lo. JO: UK. /9; Fra11ce, I : Germany, 5: 
Japau, I; New Zealand, 4; S;11gapore. I: nud Swiszerfond, 6. 
- rhe editor 
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2002 Schedule of 
Friends' Events 

Volunteer Work Sessions 

August 5-9, Session E 

August 12-16, Sess,on F 

2003 
Volunteer Work Sessions 

(Tentative Dates) 

May 5-9, Mini Wor1< Session 

May 12-1 6, Mini Work Session 

June 16-20, Session A 

June 23-27, Session B 

August 4...S, Session C 

Augus111- 15, Sess<>n D 

L<x.·omotfres 497, 487, passenger ,·,,rs, t1n<I a work 1r,1in hrtufing weM om of 
Amrmito for Chama rm Mo11d11y, Moy 20. ZOOZ. in cmtitipruion of 1Jre Op<!ni11~ tla,\ 
on May 25, A modified sch,dufe fwd tmim originating w,t! termiru,tm,: ;,, Cham,, 
u111il 11,e railbed enlumcemem work ueet/,:J al two foClltio,L\ wti; comp/rte,/. 11," 
,·,msiw wa\' /9 {'()(lth<•s. 2 watrr ,anker.f, 2 j1a1 cah u·illt gta\·d and 1ie.r. a,1 empn 
jTLII ca,: 2 hopper can, 1111d tahoost 0503. ( Photo hJ Dan P,-r~e/.J 

Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenk Rail road, Inc. 

Non-P'rofiL 
Org.iniu1tion 
U.S. Poslage 

6005 Osuna Road NE 
Alb uquerque, New Mexico 87109 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

PAID 
Albuquerque. NM 

Pcnnit No.1710 

I I,, I, I, 111 .. ,11 .. ,1111 .. ,, I, ,11, 1 ... 1, 1 .. , 1,111 ,., ,I .. IJ ,J., I 
****AUT0******3-DlGIT 871 
Spencer Wilson 
4304 Via De Luna NE 
Albuquerqu& NH 87110-4952 

Spencer


